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5 OF THE e 


PROCEEDINGS and DEBATES 


OF THE p 
HOUSE of COMMONS 


OF 


R E LAND, 
7 


The SECOND Sxss lo of the FouR TY PARLIAMENT 
in the Reign of his PRESENT MAIESH ex. 


FaiDay, FeBRUARY 25, 1785. 


Ms. Flood ſaid he had laſt night given notice, that he 
would on Saturday next make a motion which he conſidered a ne- 
ceſſary one to vindicate the honour of the Houſe, to eſtabliſh a 
general principle, and which motion go man could give a ne- 
gative to. He therefore moved, that it be an inſtruction to the 
committee on courts of juſtice, to fit to-morrow at four o'clock. 


Sir JohN PARXNELL declared if the honourable member meant 
again to wg forward the motion which had been fo ably and 
amply debated the preceding night, he would oppoſe going into 


the committee; he thought the matter had been ſufficiently diſ- 
culled already. t 


The Right Honourable DN NIS Dai. ſaid he was of the ſame 
opinion ; he had never keard a debate more ample z not a gentle- 
man of legal knowledge, who uſually ſpoke in that Houſe, but 


had given his opinion; if therefore, the honourable member did 
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not ſtate the motion which he intended to move, he would cer- 
tainly give a negative to going into the committee. 


Mr. F1.00D ſaid he had not any deſign to renew the debate of 
laſt night; he had already declared he did not mean to cenſure 
any one; the motion laſt night was narrow and confined, it 
reſpected ſolely the attachment of Mr. Reilly ; but the determi- 
nation of laſt night rendered it neceſſary to do ſomething which 
might explain any doubt which might ariſe in conſequence of 
that determination, and this was to be done by a general reſolu- 
tion. What his particular motion might be, he could not now 
tell, he had not had yet a conſultation with thoſe friends from 
whom he expected the ſupport neceſſary ; beſides, gentle- 
men would be convinced that he had not formed it, when they 
were told, he intended as ſoon as it was determined that the 
committee ſhould fit, to move another reſolution, that the pro- 
per officer, might lay before the Houſe, to-morrow, the rule 
books of the crown fide of the King's-bench, in the years 1761, 
1762 and 1763. 


The SrcxETARY oF STATE declared it to be the conſtant 
rule of parliament to permit papers to be brought forward at the 
deſire of any gentleman, but if the mover upon being aſked did 
not tell for what cauſe he applied for them, even papers were 
refuſed. He was ſure the honourable member remembered an 
inſtance of this, reſpecting Mr. Lodge; for his part, he could not 
ſee any neceſſity for ordering the committee to fit ; there were 
ſtated days appointed for opening this committee, and he was 
not for altering thoſe ſtated days unleſs upon ſome particular oc- 
caſion. If the gentleman had any cenſure to propoſe againſt the 
judges, he ſhould ſhew how the judges had aQted wrong, and 
ſhould ſtate bis complaint ; if it was a general propoſition, a rule 
to be laid down, which it would be expected by the Houle the 
judges ſhould adhere to then. He was particularly againſt going 
into the committee to-morrow, becauſe there was buſineſs of a 
material nature, * muſt be gone through, at preſent 
before the Houſe; that buſineſs could not be delayed, but the 
honourable gentleman's propoſitions, however wiſe, would 
come on time enough, when the Houſe had not matters of ſuch 
moment to engage their attention. 


Mr. Gairriru faid he was unable to account for the very 
extraordinary line of conduct of the treaſury bench, in refuſing 
every paper or information which was demanded by gentlemen 
who took an active part in the affairs of the nation; that it was 
the more ſurpriſing, as it did not in any ſort concord with the 
meaſures adopted by the adminiſtration in England, He would 
give a remarkable inſtance of it : at the time that the commercial 

lations were under the conſideration of this Houſe, he had 
moved for ſeveral papers and accounts, in order that gentlemen. 
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might be in poſſeſſion of the neceſſary information to go into a 
buſineſs of ſuch importance; thoſe papers were refuſed him under 
various frivolous pretences z yet in the Engliſh parliament, when 
Mr. Eden moved forthe very ſame papers, they were granted to 
him without the leaſt oppoſition z but, ſaid he, gentlemen on the 
treaſury bench here, pay not the leaſt regard to propriety or de- 
corum : Even laſt night, the conduct of his Majeſty's Attorney 
General was an inſult on the dignity of this Houſe z and I would 
have taken notice of it then, had ] not been too much intereſted 
in the importance of the debate, and had I not feared that gentle- 
men who ſupported the queſtion of attachment, would have been 


glad to have ſhifted the grounds of the argument to a queſtion of 
order, 


The SecntTary of STATE called Mr, Griffith to order, and 
ſaid that he never heard a debate better conducted or more decen- 
cy preſerved than during that of laſt night. His right honourable 
friend, the [Attorney General,] had argued the queſtion with the 
greateſt judgment; every perſon who had ſpoke diſplayed ſound 
knowledge. It was not vanity in him to ſay fo, for he had not 
taken any part in the debate, and he was ſure it would give no 
offence to any man to ſay the Attorney General had argued az 
well, if not the beſt of any others. When the gentleman recol- 
lected the charge he had made, when he conſulted his own feel- 
ings he was ſure he would retract his expreſſion. | 


Mr. Gairriru.— It would be very improper in me at the 
time I am ſtanding up for the dignity and honour of the Houſe, 
to tranſgreſs the bounds of order myſelf. I am told I am out of 
order in adverting to any thing paſſed in another debate. I bow 


to the authority of the Houſe, and I will not perfiſt in an 


The Ar roxNer GeNerAL begged that the honourable 
member might proceed; he had accuſed him by name, of having 
jaſulted the dignity of the Houſe, and he muſt inſiſt on his bring- 
ing forward his charge, or retracting what he had ſaid. 


Sir Henry Cavenoisn declared no notice could be taken 
of what paſſed ia the committee; what knowledge had they of 
their proceedings; the Houſe might gueſs the chairman took the 
chair, and that the Chairman quitted the chair, but that was all. 
If an honourable member, in the hurry of debate, had ſaid any 
thing out of order, what more could be expected than that he 
ſhould confeſs his error, and ſubmit to the order of the Houle. 


Mr. FLoop declared he had no cenſure to propoſe, he 

had no charge to bring, he had already ſaid ſo, his father was 

lord chief juſtice at the time he had adverted to, and no man 

could ſuppoſe he wanted to cenſure his father; as to changing 
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the day forthe committee ſitting, his reaſon was on account of 
the long debate laſt night, he wiſhed to give gentlemen time to 
reſt. | | | 


Mr. BzownLow—1l am really ſurpriſed at this oppoſition to 
my honourable friend's motion. Gentlemen urge the neceſſity of 
going on with the money bills. Well, go on with them, but 
do not refuſe that the committee ſball fit when the Houſe ad- 
journs to-morrow. 


Mr. FLoop declared if the motion was negatived, it ſhould 
not fruſtrate his intention of bringing forward his reſolution to- 
morrow. - 


Ihe queſtion being put, there appeared for going into the 


ce, 


Ayes 29 
Noes 59 
Mr. FLoop then moved, that the proper officer do to-morrow 
lay before the Houſe the rule books of the crown fide of the 
King's-bench, for the years 1761, 1762, and 1763. 


The ATToxxty Genera ſaid the proper officer lived out of 
town, and could not have notice in time to attend to-morrow. 


Mr. FLood ſaid that might be an excuſe for his non-attendance, 
but he would not preſume him to negleQ his office. 


Mr Gairrir n. —I am perfeQly collected, and perfectly de- 
termined ; I acknowledge that the words I uſed were unparlia- 
mentary ; as ſuch I wiſh to change them, and to ſay, the 
deportment of the right honourable 1 was extremely 


improper ; if I am called upon to make a change, I will do it, 
I will not retract the ſubſtance of what I ſaid. wy 


The Cx anceLLor of THE ExcyeqQuer.—Thenthe gallery 
muſt be cleared, and the honourable gentleman's words taken 
down. 


Mr. Griffith's words were ordered to be taken down in 
2 and the Houſe was ordered to be cleared, and the doors 
loc . | 
In about a quarter of an hour the doors were opened, The 
queſtion for the order of the day put, and the committee of ways 
and means fat, Sir John Parnell in the chair. 


Reſolved, That a further ſupply be ted to his Majeſty for 
the encouragement of the linen manufacture. 


1. Ordered, That it be an inſtruQtion to the committee ap- 
pointed to prepare one or more bill or bills, purſuant to the re- 
ſolutions of the committee of ways and means, and the reſoluti- 
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ons of the committee of ſupply, to inſert. a clauſe or clauſes in the 
ſuid bill or bills for allowing three years for draw backs. 
2. | Ordered, That it be an inſtruQion to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, directing that 
the ſeveral ſums granted to encourage the raifing ſufficient quanti- 
ties of flax and hemp, and for the encouragement of the hempen 
and flaxen manufactures in the provinces of Leinſter, Munſter 
and Connaught, ſhall be applied to ſuch purpoſes only, and that 
ſeparate accounts be kept of the application thereof, and be laid 
before parliament. 

3- Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to empower 
the chief commiſſioners of his Majeſty's exciſe, or any three of 
them, and the collectors of his Majeſty's exciſe in their ſeveral 
diſtricts, to grant licences for the ſelling of cider by retail; and 
that for every ſuch licence the ſum of is. id. and no more, ſhall 
be paid or demanded as a fee. And to empower the ugers and 
officers of exciſe, in their ſeveral and reſpective diſtricts, to enter 
into the houſes, out-houſes, ſtore-houſes, and cellars of every 
retailer or retailers of cider, and to take an account, from time to 
time, of all cider which ſhall be found in the poſſeſſion of ſuch 
retailer or retailers thereof, and to charge ſuch retailer or retailers 
with a duty of 1d. gallon accordingly and to oblige every 
retailer of cider to ſhew to the gauger or officers of exciſe, og 
demand, all his or her ſtock of cider then in hand, under a pe- 
nalty. f g 

5 Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, to 
inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the duty of 
10s, per barrel upon all herrings imported, except Britiſh herrings, 
be applied to the encouragement of the, fiſheries of this king- 
dom. 

. Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, to 
lr a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, for ſecuring the 
repayment of ſo much of the ſeveral ſums therein to be mentioned , 
which have been or ſhall be advanced at an intereſt, not exceed- 
ing al. per cent. per annum, or for which lottery debentures have 
been iſſued for payment of the prizes in the lotteries heretofore 
eſtabliſhed, as ſhall remain unpaid on the 25th day of March 
1785. | 

* Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to aſcertain 
the allowance to be made for tare on hops imported into this 
kingdom, and to prohibit the importation of all hops, except of 
the growth of Great Britain or the Britiſh plantations in America, 
and of all glaſs, except from Great Britain z and of all gold and 
ſilver lace, and of all cambricks and lawns, except ſuch as are of 
the manufacture of Great Britain. eo 4 ea 
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7. Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a Clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the re- 
ſpeQive deputy or deputies, of all and every perſon and perſons, 
who by reaſon of any falaries, profits of employments, fees or 
penſions, ſhall be liable to the ſaid tax of 4s. in the pound, ſhall 
deliver in upon oath, before the chief baron, or any one of the 


_ barons of his Majeſty's court of Exchequer, or before any two 


Juſtices of the peace, an account of the nett profits of the ſaid 
employments, of all and every ſuch perſon or perſons, who ſhall 
not have reſided within this kingdom, for the ſpace of fix calendar 
months between the 25th day of March 1785, and the 25th day 
of March 1786, under a penalty. g 

8. Ordered, That it be an inſtruQtion to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the re- 
ſpective ſecretaries to the commiſſioners and agents of thoſe who 
are intitled to receive any falaries or penſions, ſhall deliver in 
upon oath, before the chief baron or any of the barons of his 
Majeſty's court of Exchequer, or before any two juſtices of the 
peace, a liſt of the officers of the revenue, and of all perſons in- 
titled to ſalaries or penſions, who ſhall not have reſiged within 
this kingdom for the ſpace of fix calendar months between the 
25th day of March 1785, and the 25th day of March 1786, 
under a penalty. 

9. Ordered, That it be an inſtruQtion to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to oblige 
every perſon chargeable with the duty on carriages, with four 
wheels, and alſo on chaiſes with two wheels, to return a true 
account of all coaches, berlins, - chariots, calaſhes and chaiſes 
with four wheels, and chaiſes with two wheels, kept by him her 
or them, under a penalty. 

10. Ordered, That it be an inſtruò ĩon to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, ro exempt from 
any duties thereby to be impoſed, on the ſeveral articles follow- 
Ing : all bills of exchange, accounts, bills of parcels, and all 
bills or notes not ſealed, for payment of money at fight or upon 
demand, or at the end of certain days of payment, alſo the pro- 
bate of any will cr letters of adminiſtration of any common 
ſeaman or ſoldier, who ſhall be flain or die in his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, a ſufficient certificate being produced, and oath being made 
of the truth thereof; alſo any warrant made by or recognizance 
taken before any juſtice or juſtices of the peace, or any proceed- 
ings which ſhall relate to any trial of any common ſoldier, alſo 
all pamphlets or newſpapers, all ads of parliament, proclamati- 
ons, orders of council, forms cf prayers and thankigivings, and 
acts of ſtate, which ſhall be ordered by his Majeſty, his heirs 
and ſucceſſors to be printed, and all votes or other matters, 


which are or ſhall be ordered to be printed by either Houſe of g 
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Parliament, and all books commonly uſed in any of the ſchools 
of Ireland, or books containing any matter of devotion or piety, 
and ſingle advertiſements, and daily accounts or bills of goods 
imported or exported ; and alſo to exempt from payment of more 
than 6d. all indentures of apprenticeſhip, where no apprentice 
fee ſball be given, or if any fee be given it ſhall not exceed the 
ſum of 10l. alſo to except all perſons who ſhall be admitted to 
ſue or defend in forma pauperis, ſo far as relates to the ſuit in 
which he or ſhe ſhall be ſo admitted. 

11. Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committze, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that a ſum 
after the rate of 10,0001. a year from the 25th day of March 
1785, to the 25th day of March 1786, ſhall be paid to the truſ- 
tees of the hempen and linen manufaQture, out of the aids and 
duties granted this ſeſſion of parliament, to be by them applied 
in ſuch manner as ſhall appear to them moſt conducive z to pro- 
mote the linen and hempen manufactures, and that fo much 
of the produce of the duties on teas as ſhall amount to the ſum 
of 7, zool. ſhall be placed to the account of his Majeſty's heredi- 
tary revenue, | 

12. Ordered, That it be an inſtruQtion to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that ſo much 
of the ſeveral duties ſpecied in the report of the committee of 
ways and means, to be granted in lieu of all other duties now 
payable on the export or import of thoſe commodities, which 
they are reſpectively impoſed on, as the hereditary duties of 
cuſtom and import exciſe on ſuch commodities would amount to 
if they continued payable, ſhall be placed to the account of his 


, Majeſty's hereditary revenue, except in reſpect of the duties on 


teas touching which a ſpecial proviſien is made. 

13. Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that a ſepa- 
rate account be kept of all encreaſe of duties, aids and taxes 
which ſhall or may accrue by means of the diſcounts and allow- 
ances for prompt payment of the import exciſe and additional 
duties, and allowance of 51. per cent. on payment of cuſtoms 
inwards, ceaſing to be made. EIT 

14. Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that ſuch 
ſurplus as there ſhall be on the 25th day of March 1785, of the 
duties heretofore granted for the payment cf the intereſt and prin- 
Cipal of the loan, and payment of the annuities granted for the 
ſeveral ſums of muney borrowed purſuant to ſeveral acts of par- 
liament, ſhall be laid out in the purchaſe of loan debentures, 
or trealury bills, or in pay ing premiums to ſuch perſons as having 
any treaſury bills heretofore ifſued in their poſſeſſion, hall be 
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willing to take debentures, carrying an intereſt after the rate of 41. 
per cent. in exchange for the ſame. 


15. Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 


to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that the ad- 
ditional duty of 10d. a gallon for every gallon of aqua vitz, 
ong waters, or ſpirits made or diſtilled within this kingdom for 
ſale ; the additional duty of 8d. per gallon on imported brandy, 
ſtrong waters or ſpirits perfectly made; the additional duty on 
foreign ſpirits, above the quality of ſingle ſpirits ; the further 
additional uy of 10d. for every gallon of rum, or other ſpirits 
of the growth and produce of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in 
America; the further additional duty of 1s. 8d. on all brandy, ge- 
neva, or other ſpirits imported, except ſpirits of the growth and 
produce of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies in America; and the 
additional duty of 6d. per pack of cards, made in this kingdom, 
be applied in the firſt place to pay an intereſt at the rate of 4l. 
r Cent. per annum, for ſuch part of the ſeveral ſums formerly 
owed, and carrying ſuch intereſt as ſhall remain unpaid on 
the 25th day of March 1785 ; and in the next place, towards 
payment of an annuity of 24,000). a year to the governor and 
company of the bank of Ireland; and in the next place, towards 
paying the annuities for the ſeveral ſums of 265, oool. and 
175,020l. and zoo, oool. granted by ſeveral ads of parliament 
heretofore paſſed; and in the next place, towards payment of the 
Expences which ſhall or may be incurred by ſending or remitting, 
from time to time, ſuch of the ſaid ſeveral annuities to the city 
of London, as are or ſhall be made payable there; and in the 


next place, towards payment of an intereſt after the rate of 41. 


per cent. per annum for the debentures which have been iſſued 
out of his Majeſty's treaſury for the payment of the prizes of the 
lotteries heretofore eſtabliſhed ; and in the next place, towards 
payment of an intereſt after the rate of 2d. by the day for each 
100l. for the ſeveral principal ſums heretofore borrowed and due 
upon treaſury bills, and which ſhall remain unpaid on the 25th 
day of March 1785 ; and in the next place, towards payment of 
a like intereſt on ſuch treaſury bills as ſhall or may be iſſued to 
the perſons who ſhall ſubſcribe any ſum or ſums, not exceeding 
in the whole the ſum of 165,750), which ſhall or may be borrow- 
ed to pay off ſuch treaſury bills now outflanding, as are to pa's 
current in the receipt of his Majeſty's revenue on or immediately 
after the 24th day of June 1784; and in the next place, to- 
wards payment of an intereſt, not exceeding 3d. by the day for 
each 10ol, for ſuch ſum or ſums of money, not excecding in the 
whole the tum of 200,000]. as ſhall or may be bcrrowed towards 
ſupplying any deficiencies which have ariten or may ariſe in the 
aids granted for defraying the nece!ſary expences ef government; 
and that the ſurplus of the ſaid duties be applied towards diſcharg- 
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ing of the ſaid ſeveral ſums due by debentures or treaſury bills, 
as ſhall be directed by parliament. 

16. Ordered, That it be an mary to the — committee, 
to form the ſeveral duties upon ſtam „ vellum or parch- 
ment, into. one or more ſchedule or Fhedufes, : - 

17. Ordered, That it be an inſtruQtion to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that a ſum of 
5, oool. a year, for one year, from the 25th day of March 1705. 
to the 0 day of March 1786, be paid to the corporation for 
paving and lighting the ſtreets of the city of Dublin, out of the 
firſt produce of the additional and further additional duties on 
four-wheeled carriages. _ | 

18, Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, di- 
recting that the duty of is. on every entry inwards in the port of 
Dublin, except poſt entries and entries on coals, ſhall be paid by 
the colleQor to the truſtees of the wag Exchange in the city of 
Dublin, to be by them applied towards diſcharging the debts by 
them contracted for building, furniſhing, and repairing the ſame, 
and for the future repairs thereof; to be accounted for before the 
commiſſioners of impreſt accounts. 

19. Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to exempt 
from the duty of poſtage all letters and packets not exceeding two 
ounces, ſent from and to any places within the kingdom of Ire- 
land during the fitting of any ſeſſion of parliament, or within 
forty days before or forty oy after any ſummons or prorogation 
of the ſame, which ſhall be ſigned on the outſide thereof by any 
member of either of the two Houſes of Parliament in this kin - 
dom, and whereof the whole ſuperſcription ſhall be of the hand- 
writing of ſuch member, and on which there ſhall be endorſed, 
in the ſame hand-writing, the month and day of thg month when 
the ſame ſhall be put into any poſt office in this kingdom, to be 
forwarded by the poſt. And alfo, all letters and packets, not 
exceeding the lixe weight, which ſhall be ditected to any mem- 
ber of either Houſe of Parliament in this kingdom, at any of the 
places of his uſual reſidence, or at the place where he ſhall aQtu- 
ally be at the time of the delivery thereof, or at the Houſe of 
Parliament, of which he is a member. Alſo, all letters and pac- 
kets directed from and to any place, within this kingdom to his 
Majeſty's lieutenant general or other chief governor or gover- 
nors of Ireland ; his Majeſty's principal ſecretary of ſtate for 
the kingdom of Ireland ; the chief ſecretary of the 1aid lieutenant 


general, or other chiet governor or governors of Ireland; the 


under ſecretary and firſt clerk for the civil department in the ſaid 
chief ſecretary's office z the under ſecretaty and firſt clerk for 
the military department in the office of the ſaid chief ſecretary ; 
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or to his Majeſty's poſtmaſter-general of this kingdom; the fe- 
cretary of the ſaid poſt office, the comptroller of the ſorting office, 
in the faid general -poſt office, and the ſurveyors of the ſaid 
general poſt office, all for the time being; and all letters and 
packets ſent from any of the faid officers, ſigned, ſuperſcribed, 
and dated as aforęſaid, from and to any place in this kingdom, 
which relate to the buſineſs of their reſpective offices, or their 
own private concerns only. Alfo, all printed' votes or proceed- 
ings in parliament, or printed newſpapers, being fent by the poſt 
without covers, or in covers open at the ſides, which ſhall be 
ſigned on the outſide thereof by any member of parliament, or 
which, {ball be dire ed to any member of parliament at any place 
within this kingdom, whereof he ſhall have given notice in writ- 
ing to the poſtmaſter general, or be ſent by certain officers in the 
ace of his Majeſty's poſtmaſter general, who ſhall be thereunto 
licenſed by the ſaid poſtmaſter general. 

20. Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 


to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, that every 


fingle letter or piece of paper, with patterns of filk, ſtuff, cotton, 
or any other goods or commodities whatſoever incloſed therein, 


containing ſuch writing only as reſpeQs ſuch patterns, and not 


weighing in the whole more than one ounce, ſhall be charged and 
pay poſtage as double letters only. | 

21. Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill, that all Britiſh or 
foreign printed newſpapers, printed votes or proceedings in par- 
liament, which ſhall be ſent from beyond the ſeas in covers open 
at the ſides, or without covers, ſhall be charged and pay to his 
Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſum of id. and no more, 
for the port or conveyance of each newſpaper, printed vote or 
proceeding. | | 

22. Ordered, That it be an inftruQtion to the ſaid committee, 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill, authorizing and re- 
guiring the poſtmaſter general, and his deputies, to demand and 
receive far all letters and packets, which ſhall come to any office 
in this kingdom, from Great Britain cr from any parts beyond 
the ſeas, fuch poſtage as ſhall be charged thereon, for their con- 
veyance to this kingdom, excluſive of and in addition to any rates, 
which may be chargeable thereon purſuant to the reſolutions of 
the committee of ways and means and ſupply, for the port and 
conveyance within this kingdom, and to account for and pay the 
tame to the revenue of the poſt- office, charging ſuch poſt- 
age. 

The Right Honourable CAN cEILLORN or THe Excurquer 

preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a bill for regulating 


the _ trade, arid for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned, which was received and 
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Lead the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow 


morning. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1785. 


An engroſſed bill for making and repairing the road through 
Birr, Nenagh, &c. was read a third time, paſſed, and ordered to 
the Lords, 


A bill for regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting to his 
Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned, 
according to order, was read the ſecond time and committed, 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for puniſhing 
mutiny and deſertion, and the better payment of the army and 
their quarters, and that Mr. Sheridan, the Right Honourable the 
Attorney General, Mr. Prime Serjeant, the Right Honourable Mr. 
Grattan, the Solicitor General, and Mr. Buſhe, do prepare and 
bring in the ſame, 


A petition of the merchants, traders, and other perſons intruſted 
in the trade and ſhipping of Dublin, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read, ſetting forth that the preſent ſituation of the harbour of 
of Dublin, demands an immediate exertion for its protection and 
improvement, and that although petitioners look to future parlia- 
mentary aid, yet they are of opinion that ſooner than farther 
time ſhould elapfe, an additional tax on ſhipping, ſhould be ſub- 
mitted to, provided the revenue fo raiſed, tball be entirely ex- 
pended within the harbour, and the conduct thereof intruſted to 
perſons intereſted in the trade and ſhipping of Dublin, and ſub- 
mitting the premiſes to the conſideration of the Houſe. 


The Right Honourable Mr. Bexe5rord preſented to the Houſe 
purſuant to their order, an eſtimate of the expence likely to be 
incurred in ereQting the new cuſtom-houſe. 


Sir Jonx PARNELL, according to order, reported from the com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, appointed to confider further of ways 
and means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the re- 
ſolutions which the committee had directed him to report to the 
Houſe, which he read in his place, and after delivered in at the 


table, where the ſame were read and agreed to by the Houſe, 
and are as follow : 


1. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
tax of 48. in the pound be laid upon all ſalaries, profits of employ- 
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ments, fees and penſions, payable between the 25th day of 
March, 1785, and the 25th day of March, 1786, to the perſons 
who ſhall not aQually reſide fix calendar months in this kingdom 
between the ſaid 25th day of March, 1785, and the ſaid 25th 
day of March, 1786, except the deſcendants of his Majeſty's 
royal grandfather, and except the chief governor and his ſecre- 
tary ; and alſo except the Duke of Brunſwick, Prince Ferdinand, 
the Duke and Ducheſs of Athol, the repreſentatives of the Right 
Honourable Edward Lord Baron Hawke, of the kingdom of Great 
Britain, and George Charles, Eſq; if his Majeſty ſhall think fit, 
by his ſign manual, to exempt them from the ſaid tax, and alſo 
except all officers. of the army, ſo far as reſpeQs the pay ariſing 
from their regimental commiſſions, and alſo except the half-pay 
officers on this eftabliſhment, and the widows of officers. x 

2. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty be laid on all tobacco imported into this kingdom, during 
the time aforeſaid, after the rate of 10d. for every pound 7-9. ah 
thereof, the ſaid duty to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all du- 
ties payable by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament heretofore 
made 1n this kingdom. 

3. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
further duty of 2d. be laid on every pound weight of manufac- 
tured tobacco, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid. 25 

4. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty of 21. 108. per cent. be laid on all iron wire which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom, during the time aforeſaid, 
not being of the manufacture of Great Britain. 

5. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
upon the regular exportation of wines, whether by natives or 
ſtrangers, within three years after the importation thereof, to any 
place or places, except the Britiſh plantations in America, and 
the Weſt Indies, and the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, 
there ſhall be paid the ſeveral drawbacks ſpecified in the ſchedulg 
hereunto annexed. 1 
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6. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
upon all wines of the growth of Portugal or Madeira, which 
ſhall have paid the additional duty of gol. per ton, and which 
ſhall be exported from this kingdom, there ſhall be drawn back 
and repaid the full additional duty fo paid on import. 

7. Reſolved,. That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 4os. be laid on every one hundred pounds weight of 
gunpowder, not being af Britiſh manufacture, which ſhall be im- 
ported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid. 

8. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for every piece of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of 
paper, upon which ſhall be engroffed'or written, any exception or 
exceptions to any anſwer filed in any court of equity in this 
kingdom, a duty of 18. for each exception ſo written or engroſſed 
as aforeſaid, ſhall be paid during the time aforeſaid. 


Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the committee appointed 
to prepare and brag in a bill or bills, purſuant to the reſolutions 
of the committee of ways and means, and the refolutions of the 
committee of ſupply, to make proviſion therein purſuant to the 
fatd reſolutious now agreed to. 


The Right Honourable Mr. BexgsroRD reported from the 
committee appointed to enquire into the expenditure of three thou- 
ſand pounds granted laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, for the improve- 
ment of the harbour of Dublin, by laying down moorings, and 
turning the courſe of the river Dodder, the reſolutions which the 
committee - had directed him to report to the Houſe, which he 
read in his place, and after delivered in at the table, where the 


lame were read. 


Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the committee appointed . 3 


to prepare and bring in a bill or bills, purſuant to the reſolutions of 
tae committee of ways and means, and the reſolutions of the com- 
mittee of ſupply, to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, 
that where any perſon al import crude brimſtone or ſaltpetre, 
and ſhall make uſe of the ſame in extracting therefrom oil of vi- 
triol or aqua fortis, ſuch perſon ſhall be entitled to receive, and 
the collector of the port or diſtrict within which ſuch crude brim- 
ſtone and ſaltpetre, ſhall have been imported, ſhall repay to ſuch 
perſon, all ſuch duties as have been paid by him on the importa- 
tion thereof, on his making it appcar by affidavit or affirmation 
to ſuch colleQar, that ſuch crude brimſtone and ſaltpetre have 
been uſed in making oil of vitriol, or aqua fortis. 


The CyancerLokx or THe Excueques, according to 
order, preſented to the Houſe a bill for granting to his Majeſty, 
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his heirs and ſucceſſors, certain duties and rates upon the poſ- 
tage and conveyance of all letters and packets within this king- 
dom, and for explaining and amending an act paſſed in the twenty- 
third and twenty-fourth years of his Majeſty's reign, intitled an 
act for eſtabliſhing x poſt-office within this kingdom, which was 
received and read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time on Monday morning next. 


The CHANCELLOR OF rue Exchrahen, according to 
order, preſented to the Houſe a bill for granting to his Majeſty 
the ſeveral aids, duties, rates, impoſitions, and taxes therein pat- 
ticularly expreſſed, to be applied to the payment of the intereſt 
of the ſums therein provided for, and towards the diſcharge of 
the (aid principal ſums, in ſuch manner as therein is directed, 
and for ſuch other purpoſes as are therein mentioned, which was 


received and read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 


time on Monday morning next, 


The CHaNnceLLOR of THE ExcuHeqQUes, according to or- 
der, preſented to the Houſe, a bill for the advancement of trade, 
and for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſe- 
veral duties therein mentioned, which was received and read the 
firſt time, and ordered to beread a ſecond time on Monday morn - 
ing next. 


The, Houſe having reſumed. 


1 Mr. FLoob.— I moved yeſterday that the officer of the court 
of King's-bench ſhould attend on this day, with the rule book 
of the court, on the crown fide, for the years 1761, 1762, and 
1763. I conceived that it contained moſt uſeful and neceſſary in- 
formation. I will not ſay, that for that reaſon it was denied; 
but it was denied. I moved that the grand committee of courts 
of juſtice ſhould fit this day, to receive this ſubje& : that too 
was refuſed z though certainly the moſt parliamentary mode of 
proceeding. I ſhall, however, go on; for every thing that paſſed 
in that committee the night before the laſt, makes it more neceſ- 
as to enter into the preſent diſcuſſion, 

do not mean to arraign the King's-bench, much leſs the com- 


mittee of this Houſe ; but there are moments, and there are caſes 


wherein a prejudice ſeizes on the minds of great and wiſe bodies, 
and induces them to decide in a mannet leſs ſuited to their wil- 
dom and to their greatneſs, than one would expect. The decried 
aggregate meeting; the dreaded reform of parliament ; the in- 


1 | habitants as well as freeholders, being invited by Mr. Sheriff 
XX Reiliy's notice; the queſtion of catholic franchiſe z the words 
2 repreſentation and congrels ſtrangely tortured ; and the reprobated 


rclolution of that meeting pledging their lives and fortuaes to 
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the unknown and unformed deciſion of that congreſs, and of thoſe 


repreſentatives ; all theſe circumſtances, heightened by eloquence 
and prejudice, ſeem originally to have run away with the diſcre- 
tion of the King's-bench, and to have had the ſame effect on the 
committee of this Houſe, the night before the laſt. The opinion 
of that night was an opinion merely founded on Mer. Reilly's 
caſe, and that under much colouring and miſrepreſentation. It 
becomes neceſſary, therefore, to bring before you now, the con- 
ſtitutional queſtion, as to the principle of attachment, without 
reference to any particular court of juſtice, or to any particular 
and ſpecific cabs 4 | 

The very power of Parliament has been queſtioned, as if we 
would be competent to impeach a judge, or to addreſs for his 
removal, and yet not be competent to enquire into his judgments, 
which ought to be our — doing either 3 or as if we could 
be competent to make laws, and yet have no knowledge or judg- 
ment as to the laws that are in being. But the conſtitution and 
the law ſay otherwiſe. The houſes of parliament are made the 
guardians of the integrity of the bench, by recent ſtatute. By 
the conſtitution, original judicature, in caſes of impeachment, 
remains to the parliament z and final judicature did once belong 
to both Houſes, though now, by compact, it is confined to the 
Lords. At all events, the wiſdom of the conſtitution ſaw that 
final judicature muſt never be ſeparated from the legiſlative pow- 
er; for were it, it is evident that the final judicature might, by 
degrees, under colour of adjudication, invade the legiſlation 
whereas, when the final judicature is even in any one body of the 
legiſlature, it is not much to be feared that that body will en- 
deavour to exalt its judicial at the expence of its legiſlative 
authority. 

As a ſtrong inference, on the preſent ſubjeQ, ariſes out of this 
principle, I ſhall take it a little higher. In the Saxon era, from 
whence all the freedom of her conſtitution is derived, all civil 
and criminal law was diſpenſed in the county courts, when the 
alderman, earl, or ſheriff, being names at different times for 
the ſame thing, did prefide, being elected by the body of the 
county, and the freeholders or body of the county judged. 
Thus they were originally judges, both of law and fact, though 
now it is attempted to exclude them even from the latter. In the 
fimplicity of that time, and in the paucity of laws, there was 
then no ſuch neceſſity as there is now that law ſhould be a pro- 
feſſion, or that there ſhould be profeſſional lawyers or judges ; 
nor were there any ſuch ; ſince they have become neceſlary, 
fince crown judges have been appointed ; but ſtill the wiſdom 
of the conſtitution has ſaid, let there be profeſſional and crown 
judges for law but there muſt be popular judges, that is jurors, 

the fact. But, to the preſent ſubject: As the county courts 
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1 diſpenſed all law within the county, ſo did the national aſſem- 
2X bly or wittenagemote diſpenſe law in other matters. What fol- 
I lows? That at firſt not only ſinal, but original judicature was 


9 


exerciſed by the national aſſembly. Now, that that aſſembly had 
a law of privilege, analogous to ours, to protect its dignity, and 
to defend it, in the neceſſary exerciſe of its indiſpenſable funQi- 
ons, cannot be doubted. 

What do I infer from this? That when original judicature 
was tranſplanted from the national aſſembly to the courts of juſ- 
tice, which we now ſee, this neceſſary law of privilege and pro- 
tection accompanied the transfer, by the wiſe ſpirit of our con- 
ſtitution, and that the practice of attachment is, in the courts of 
Juſtice, rightly underſtood and limited, exactly what our law of 
privilege is to the parliament. Now every man knows that the 

law of privilege, in parliament, is grounded on neceſſity only, 
and never to be extended beyond that neceſſity, Every body 
knows what a clamour the courts of juſtice would make, and 
the nation too, if parliament were to extend its privilege an atom 
beyond the abſolute neceſſity of ſelf- protection. Every man 
knows that the law of privilege is only meant for internal pur- 
poſes, if I may ſay ſo, and noi for the community, or for the 
ſubje& at large; that it is by definition priva lex, and never to 
be indulged to the extinction of the Ie publica, and that it never 
ought to be exerted, except when the perſon on whom it is exe- 
cuted has abuſed or reſiſted the proceſs or order of the court 
or parliament, or when he is in ſuch a ſituation that there is, as 
it were, a privity between him and the body in whom the pri- 
vilege reſides. 

In its origin it was fo confined as to extend only to contempts 
committed in the preſence of the court or parhament. Hence 
the nature of the proceſs of attachment is pertonal only; that is 
to ſay, it is merely an apprehenſion of the perſon ; becauſe it was 
ſuppoſed that the perſon'committing the contempt muſt be pre- 
ſent, and that his caption was unavoidablez and hence it is, that 
when caption is avoided, the proceſs to this hour is ineffectual; 
no diſtringas iſſues; no alias; no plures; it is a perſonal proceſs 
only, becauſe originally -intended for contempts committed in 
perſon, and in preſence only. 

A ſhort view of the Norman ara, will ſhew that the preſent 
doQrine of attachments, has no foundation but in the ſtar- cham- 
ber. William the Conqueror overturned the whole conſtitution z 
by an arbitrary fiction, he aſſumed to be the proprietor of the 
whole ſoil, and divided it into 60,000 knights-fees, that he might 
have, in effect, an army of 60,000 knights bound to him by all 
te chains of the tyrannous Norman feud which he introduced. 
As to national aſſemblies, ſuch as the Saxon, he held none; as 
to parliaments, ſuch as we know, he held none, If he held any 
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public councils, they were councils of barons only, and thoſe 
partially and arbitrarily ſummoned, a fault in which he was imi- 
tated by moſt of his immediate ſucceſſors. Hence one of the ar- 
ticles of magna charta is, that the major barons ſhall be particu- 
larly, that is to ſay, individually ſummoned, What conſtituted 
the major baron was then perfectly known, though now imper- 
fectly. But this article had a double operation; it required, iſt, 
that every major baron ſhould be ſummoned ; and, 2d, that no 


man would be ſummoned who was not à major baron. 


As to the judicial power, which is our object, he canceiled, in 
effect, the Saxon conſtitution and the county courts, and ſubſti- 
tuted a Norman court, called the aula regis in the place of them, 
and coinpelled the people to quit their native judicatures and 
their native language, and to plead in the Norman language, and 
in this Norman judicature, before an eccleſiaſtic, whom he 
brought from Norwandy to preſide in that court, in the character, 
and with the title of capztalis juſticiarins z, and here the enemies of 
liberty take their ſtand. 

They point to the ruins of the conſtitution, and from them 
they pretend to delineate its fabric, and to eſtabliſh its principles 
on its ſubverſion, But the right honourable member [the Attor- 
ney General] might as well tell me that the curſue, or that the 
conqueſt was a part of the conſtitution, as that the aula regts 
was fo, 

This court and this juſticiary, eſtabliſhed by a tyrant to ſup- 
port his tyranny, ſoon became a tyrant in the reigns of his ſuc- 
ceſſors, both to the prince and to the people, and roſe to ſuch 
enormity in the reign of Henry III. when Bracton wrote, whom 
the right honourable gentleman [the Attorney General] has quo- 
ted, that the ſon of that Henry 1IT. namely Edward I. over- 
threw that court, and eſtabliſhed on its ruins the four great courts 
of judicature which we now poſſeſs, and has been thence juſtly 
ſtiled, the juſtinian of England. If Bracton's words, therefore, 
as quoted, were applicable to attachments, which the very 
reading of them thews that they are not, yet they could be of no 
authority, becauſe they would be a deſcription of a court not 
belonging to our conſtitution, and then in the ſage of its moſt 
excetive uſurpation, As well might a man ſtate the regal power 
in England, by ſtating the practices of James II. immediately 
before his depoſal. But BraQton only uſes general words, and 
not the word attachment; and his words would prove nothing 
on the ſubject, becauſe they would prove too much; for they 
would equally prove that attachments might be uſed in caſes 
between individual and individual, as between the court and the 
fervants of the court or the magiltrate, 

Again I (ay that the firit principles of our criminal juriſpru- 
dence declare, that na man ſhall be forced to give evidence 
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againſt himſelf, and that no man ſhall be convicted, but by judg- 
ment of his peers. Attachment is an exception to this general 
rule. It proves the rule indeed, but as it cannot prove itſelf, it 
muſt be eſtabliſhed by proof; and nothing but precedent, in 
point, can be admitted. Conſtitutional doQrines may be eſta- 


, bliſhed by principle z but unconſtitutional doctrines can only be 
he maintained by precedents exactly in point. What follows? Till 

the reign of Edward I. the preſent courts of judicature did not 
n Rexiſt. Till then no precedents, in point, could exiſt, Neither 
„can we poſlibly have a record of any ſuch precedents earlier 
1, than a ſubſequent reign, namely that of Edward II. for with 


d Edward II. and not before the year books begin. What does 
id 8 Lord Chief Baron Gilbert, that great lawyer and antiquarian, 
ne ffay? Ia his zeal to eſtabliſh attachments, in their full extent, 
r, be forgets his knowledge. He quotes the ſtatute of 13th of Ed- 
of ward J. and ſays, that it ſeems as if commitment for contempts 

Vas founded in that ſtatute. Whoever reads the ſtatute will 
m ſee that it has nothing to ſay to the ſubject; but this is not all. 
he judge is guilty of the groſſeſt anachroniſm. In what reſ- 
'r- zpect? Though, ſays he, no man can be impriſoned, according 


he to magna charta, but by judgment of his peers, or by the law 
2 9 of the land, yet this ſtatute of Edward I. is lex terre, as if 

thoſe words could mean any thing but what was law at the time, 
up- 1 Vor as if King John and the barons ſeventy years before, could 
ac- have had in contemplation, a ſtatute that was to paſs ſeventy 
ich ears after. What uſe do I make of this? I uſe it to prove 
om at at that period there was no foundation for the preſent doc- 
0 3 trine of attachment, otherwiſe ſo great a man, ſo zealous in the 
„er- cauſe, would not have committed fo deplorable an error. I uſe 
urts t to prove, that the words of magna charta, or Bracton's words 
ſtly 1 quoted by the Attorney General, being prior to that ſtatute of 


ward I. are committed by the authority of that judge, not to 
very 8 applicable to attachments, of which he places the origin not 

bigher than the ſtatute of the 13th of Edward J. As to that 
not Iſtatute, I leave the reading of it to prove, that that had nothing 


moſt 6 o ſay to the ſubjed ; and then I will paſs from Gilbert to 
wer 3 Blackſtone, who animadverts on the error of Gilbert, and then 
ately il alls into as great an error himſelf. For what does he do? He 
and pe the year books for precedents of attachments, but a learn- 


thing d member has gone through every caſe, ſo quoted from the year 

the books, and has found that in every one of thoſe cafes it appears 

caſes P che year book, that a jury was empanelled: What follows ? 

4 the hat every one of Blackſtone's authorities are overturned, And 
hat eis che natural inference ? hat when two great judges and 

ſptu- ntiquarians have laboured this point, and have been able to 

lence Prove nothing but their own errors in law, and in fact, that the 
$ ubject is detperate, and that 9 point is incapable of proof. No 
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precedent is poſſible to be found before Edward III. The tumul- 
tuary reigns that were infeſted by the wars of York and Lancaſ- 
ter, are not times of precedent; if in that pericd any had been 
2 which yet there have not. What follows? We are 

rought to the reign of Henry VII. and then a ſtatute was 
found neceſſary to ſupport the court of ſtar- chamber. And 
why ? Becauſe the practices of that court could not be ſupport- 
ed 5 the common law of the land. Attachments, in full extent, 
then, began indeed. But they began in the ſtar- chamber, and 
under that ſtatute. By example, it is true, they crept into 
other courts; which ate apt enough to favour increaſe of juriſ- 


diction; but as they roſe (in their culpable extent) with that 2 
ſtatute, which was made to ſupport the ſtar-chamber, ſo alſo, ; 


they muſt be conſidered, as falling with that ſtatute. 


What follows? That attachment is not a part of the general 1 
law of the land, but merely a law of privilege for the protect 
tion of the courts; founded on and tolerated only by neceſſity, 


and not to be indured beyond it. It can, therefore, only ex- 


tend to perfons Salle“ of contempt to the courts in their pre- 
cers and ſetvants of the court; to perſons abu- 
* reſiſting the proceſs of the court z and to the ſheriffs or ma- 
iſtrates, when they become, in effect, ſervants of the cour. pro 
tempore ; by being pro tempore actually not conſtruftively en- 
gaged in the ſervice of the court. The two latter branches are tf 
extenſions of the law of privilege, beyond its original bounds ; 
and they are the utmoſt extenſion that can be admitted with ſafety 
to the general law of the land. What follows? That where the 
ſheriff is not actually in the ſervice of ſome of the courts, he is 
not ſubject to this 13 proceſs. Still leſs can he be ſubject 1 
to it, when that which he does, is not a part of his juriſdiction, 
as ſheriff. Colour in office, in ſuch caſe, is not to be intended 
againſt the ſheriff; becauſe the law will not intend colour of ü 
office, in his favour. In Dalton” Sheriff, 121, page 573, are theſe 
words, where the ſheriff, or officer, hath a precept to levy 2ol. 
and he levieth 4ol. this is extortion, But where he hath no au- 
thority, it ſhall not be intended that he doth that by colour of . 
his office, but in ſuch cate it is felony.” Now what can be 
more abſurd than to hold that the law will intend, . colour of 
office in favour of puniſhment, when it will not intend it in fa- - 


ſence; to the o 


i 


your of life ? 


Now to apply this to the caſe of any of thoſe ſheriffs who A | 


have favoured county meetings for promoting a reform, except 


Mr. Reilly, whoſe caſe I will keep entirely out of the preſent 


queſtion, has any ſheriff a power or authority by his office, 10 


command ſuch meetings? Certainly not. Has any ſteriff pretend- - 


ed to command ſuch meetings ? Certainly not, Have they ſum- 
monded the county by their bailiffs? No, Have they attempt- 
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ed to puniſh any man for abſence ? No. Did they compel the 
43 wer of the county, that is, the county armed, to aſſemble ? 


; On the face of their advertiſement, was it not declared that 
te meeting was deſired, not commanded, at the requeſt of others, 
| IF and not by the official power of the ſheriff? Certain gentlemen 
© ol the county deſire the preſence of the ſheriff as the firſt conſer- 
„ vator of the peace. Is not this an over act of peace, not of ſe- 
d dition? They deſire the convenience of his county court, pro- 
* bably the longeſt and the moſt central room, in the county ; and 
„ by his notice he ſignifies a compliance with their deſires. What 
d is there in this that can be tortured into a crime? Are volun- 
o tary meetings in a free county, prima facie, and in themſelves 
— = illegal ? Certainly not. Is deliberating on a reform illegal? Cer- 
at tainly not. But chuſing delegates to repreſent them in congreſs, 
o, it is laid, is illegal. In the firſt place, theſe expreſſions were uſed 

in very few counties; but even where they were, I aſk is the 
ral word < congreſs” to become for ever, and in all ſenſes, illegal, 
c- | becauſe the Americans uſed it? As to America, it has now the 
Ys ſanction of parliamentary authority. By definition, it is only a 
** meeting or aſſembly; and in its general uſe has been more fre- 
tre- quently employed to denote meetings for promoting peace than 
u 


war. I have no partiality for the word congreſs, becauſe, in my 
na- 3 mind, Ireland is as good an authority herſelf, as any ſhe can find 
pro abroad. But yet I cannot find, that there is any illegality in thoſe 


o 


en- ſyllables, or in that ſound. As to repreſentatives, I readily admit 
are 
they were perſons whoſe deliberations were to bind the people, 
and to have any coercive authority or legal obligation, the ob- 
ecdion would be juſt. This Houſe undoubtedly is the only re- 
he 18 "Wpreſentatives of the people in parliament; that is to ſay, to all 


jet purpoſes of legiſlation. I propoſed a reſolution to that effect, in 
tion, ord Carliſle's government, but the parliament would not aſſent 
nded to it. Vet now there are who ſay, that this Houſe is not only 
ir of the ſole repreſentative of the people in parliament, and for legiſla- 
theſe tion, but that we can have no other kind of repreſentation what- 
20l. ever, for any other purpoſe, or in any other capacity. Now the 
au- atter I deny. The king is the repreſentative of the community, 
ur of s to foreign ſtates. Every man may have various repreſenta- 
in be Pires. A man's heir is his repreſentative in one ſenſe; his exe- 
2 Wc utor in another, his agent in a third, his attorney, in a fourth, 
in fa- 


ay man to whom he gives a letter of attorney for a particular 
orpoſe, in a fifth, and fo on, ad infinitum. That the people 


who A Wave a right to petition, no man denies, But they cannot depute 
except r delegate that right, it is argued : It is unneceſſary to debate 
reſent at point, for neither the convention nor congreſs, have petiti- 


ce, io pned, or mean to petition, What then is the fact. Each county 
nd- has choſen a few nominees, or deputies, in whom they confide, 
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to confer with others of the ſame deſcription from other counties, mn 
in the capital, as the place moſt convenient for meeting, and 


"2 e 

for information; and during the fitting of parliament, when it is I w 
flible to be of uſe, not during its prorogation, when it could "WF T 
be of no uſe; and this they have done, for what? That con- he 
cord may he the better obtained, in a caſe where any diviſion WR w 
among the people would be fatal. What theſe deputies or dele- tt 
gates reſolve has no binding force or coercive obligatorineſs on ta 


the counties. The counties may petition in ſupport of thoſe la 
reſolves, or they may not z they may enforce them by all their I 
conſtitutional powers, or they may reject them. In ſhort, it only RK V 
tends to unite the people, and hence is the objection to it. The c. 


enemies to reform wiſh to divide the people. They feel that b 
this mode is the beſt mode of uniting them. They know that ſa 
that union would be itreſiſtible, and they therefore object to this c 
meaſure, not becauſe it is really illegal, but becauſe it is rational ; ſc 
and efficacious. > 
As to county meetings they are not illegal in England; how "M8 ci 
can they be ſo here? that they are not illegal in England, wit- e. 
neſs the innumerable meetings of that kind, in that country at iy fi 
all times, Witneſs, in the preſent time, a requiſition, but the 
other day, in the county of York, ſent to the ſheriff, Mr. Danby, n 
in conſequence of which he advertiſed a county meeting, at 1 te 
which Mr. Wyvil attended, to promote a reform. Witneſs ano- n 
ther meeting, more pointed to our purpoſe, held in the city o a 
York on the 12th of this month (February) by the freemen and « 
Inhabitants at large in that city. They petition parliament for e 
a reform, and then they reſolve, ** That it is the opinion of this i 
meeting, that an additional number of repreſentatives of counties, n 
not accompanied with any other reform, will not ſufficiently p 
amend the repreſentation of the people. In Ireland ſuch a re- 
ſolve by inhabitents at large, would be ſaid to dictate to the 
legiſlature and to overturn the conſtitution; and this petition (f : 
the freemen and inhabitants of York, nctwithſtanding the auda- : 
city of this reſolve, has been ſince preſented to, and received by BY c 
arliament in England, without the ſmalleſt objection to it. Wl * 
Indeed if there be a caie in the world that ouglit to be ſingled = © 
out, from all others, as the cafe in which the people ſhould A * 
have the moſt authority, and the Houſe of Commons the leaſt, . 
It is the queſtion. of reform : And why ? becauſe this queſtion WM 8 
ariſes, ſolely, from the inadequacy of the reprctentution 3 what BY k 


follows ? the repreſentative is, in this ſingle caſe, a party againſt 
— people, and ought as little as poſſible to judge in his own 
cauſe. Y 

I beg pardon for haiing detained you fo long. I am happy 
that the many cogent arguments, and cafes of law, and the gicat 


abilities that have already been exhauſted on this ſubject, have 1 
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made it unneceſſary for me to detain you longer. They have 
rendered it even improper, becauſe it would be only to repeat, 
with leſs force, and with leſs authority, what was then advanced. 
This I have every where avoided as much as I could, I know 
how much | have weakened my argument by doing ſo——but it 
was unavoidable. And now, Sir, I ſhall move you to come to 
the following reſolution. *© Relolved that the practice of at- 
tachments, 2 contempt of court, ſtands on the ſame ground of 
law in both kingdoms, and ought not to be extended further in 
Ireland than in England,” No particular court is ſingled out. 
We do not declare the law by this reſolution, we only ſay, what 
cannot be denied, that the law of attachments is the ſame in 
both kingdoms, and that the practice ought, therefore, to be the 


X fame. We only declare, that in a praQtice not congenial to the 


conſtitution, we ought not to go further than England. The te- 
ſolution abſtains from ſaying that the practice here has been fur- 
ther extended, out of reſpect to the bench; and alſo from this 
conſideration that the preſent judges have not originated this 


exceſs, It does not cenſure the paſt, lt only provides for the 
future. 


Sir EDWARD NEWENHAMu.— Sit, I riſe only to ſecond the 
motion of my honourable friend; even if my health permit- 


ted it, I could not add any thing to what has been ſaid by the 
"XX mover, I think his arguments founded in law and conſtitution, 


and conſequently unanſwerable. Some reſolution or law ought 

to be paſſed to ſecure the liberty of the ſubje from further en- 
croachments; the whole nation will be unanimous in demand- 
ing ſuch ſecurity z and, though it might not paſs this night, it 
muſt be acceded to on a future day, when addrefſes will be 


8 poured in from every county in Ireland. 


SERJEANT FITZGERALD roſe to reply to Mr. Flood. — 
The motion which that gentleman had offered, he ſaid, was a 
thing ſo unprecedented chat it could not be too ſoon reſiſted ; and 
the docttine which he had broached of the King's-bench being 
founded ia Norman tyranny, if it proved any thiag, proved not 
that that court ſhould not have the power of keeping its officers 
within due bounds by the power of attachment, but there ought 
to be no King's-bench at all.—He ſaid he would not grope into 
the dark ages of Saxon legiſlature, nor attzmpt to tire the Houſe 
wich an hiſtory of England from the Norman conqueſt, much 
leis would he treſpaſs upon their patience, by recapitulating all 
that had been ſaid in the cafe of Keilly.—But as the honourable 
gentleman ſeemed to advance a poſition, that the court of King's- 
, 1 but while actually employed 
in the fcrvice of that court, he would juſt quote one caſe 
in point from Burrow, which had eſcaped his attention when 


\ 
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he firſt examined that learned authority on the ſubje&, and which 
he wondered to find had eſcaped the notice of all the able 
lawyers who had ſpoken on the queſtion z but which was one of 
a thouſand circumſtances, that ſerved to demonſtrate how in- 
competent ſuch an aſſembly was to determine upon queſtians 
of law.— The caſe is, if a common information be ſworn before 
a common magiſtrate, and a warrant be thereupon granted, every 
ſheriff throughout the land is bound to enforce the exertion 
thereof; and if he neglects the Court of King's-bench will 
attach him. —This caſe, he ſaid, ſerved to ſhew the univerſality 
of that court's authority—Por full information on the ſubje& he 
referred to Lord Hardwick, Caſes 36. 


Mr. FLoop.—l never did queſtion the ſuperintendi wer of 
the Court of King's-bench, & PE | 


SERJEANT FITZGERALD ſaid that Mr, Flood had quoted, 

haps, the only error of Gilbert, as had been demonſtrated by 
1 ter explaining this circumſtance, he ſaid, he 
would amend Mr. Flood's motion, by adding after the word 
<< that,” the words, it is now neceſſary to ro 5 z” and that he 
would then negative the whole, becaute he was convinced, it is 
noc now neceſſary to declare the words of the reſolution, as 
the practice had not been carried further in Ireland than in 
England, 


The SecxETARY or STATE ſaid he roſe for the purpoſe 
of moving an amendment to the reſolution propoſed, which 
amendment would comprehend two principles; the firſt agreed 
to by every gentleman who had ſpoken in this or the former 
debate, and the ſecond determined by a great majority of this 
Houſe.—He was no advocate for any extenſion of attachments, 
and conſidered the law on this ſubject to be the common law of 
the land; and conſequently the fame in both kingdoms. In 
this great principle, which had received the ſanction of a decla- 
ration from the Throne in the opening of this ſeſſion, there 
was a general concurrence of opinion; and that therefore on 
that part of the amendment, there could be no difference, 
But the declaration of this principle by the Houſe, he appre- 
hended would give general ſatisfaction, and put an end to the 
many miſrepreſentations which this ſubject had occaſioned. He 
thought there was no invaſion of this principle by the deter- 
mination of the Court of King's-bench in the caſe of Mr. Reilly. 
That caſe lay within a very narrow compaſs, and though it 
might be juſtified by the ſuperiatending power of the King's- 
bench, he was of opinion that it could be clearly defended 
by the ordinary power of every court of juſtice over its own 


officers. He ſaid the high ſheriff of the county of Dublin was 
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the officer of the Court of King's Bench; that this was ſup- 


ported by a chain of authotities from the earlieſt times to the 
preſent; and was not queſtioned by the gentlemen who objected 
to the deciſion, If he was the officer of that court, a complaint 
might properly be made againſt him by affidavit; the court 
WAS juſtified in receiving that complaint, in giving their officer 
time to anſwer the affidavit, and if the officer declined anſwering, 
in taking the facts ſtated in that afhdavit as confeſſed by him, 
This proceeding has very unjuſtly been compared to the put- 
ting the defendant to the torture, and to the oath ex officio 
"XX exhibited in the eccleſiaſtical courts, No gentleman of the law 
will alledge, that the ſuperior courts have not the power of 
receiving complaints againſt their officers by affidavit, of calling 

upon their — to anſwer, and of taking the facts as true 
if they are not denied. If the ſuperior courts were deprived of 
this power, it would effectually ſtop the adminiſtration of juſtice, 
It muſt be conſidered as confeſſed, that Mr. Reilly, acting as 
high ſheriff of the county of Dublin, and conſequently as an 
4 of the Court of King's-bench, complied with an unlaw- 
ful requiſition to call forth the power of his county in a caſe 
where he was not warranted by law ſo to do; and had abuſ- 
ed the authority of his office, by convening an unlawful 
aſſembly for an unlawful purpoſe. It has been aſſerted, that 
this was not an unlawful aſſembly. He acknowledged in its 
fulleſt extent, the power of the freeholders and of the inhabit- 
ants of a county to aſſemble, and deliberate for lawful pur- 
poſes; and the right of ſubjects to petition in its utmoſt latitude z 
and obſerved that there never was a period in which this liberty 
had been exerciſcd with greater latitude, and in ſome inſtances, 
with more unbounded licentiouſneſs than during the adminiſtra- 
tion of the preſent Lord Lieutenant; but inſiſted that the election 
of repreſentatives for any county, under the nature of dele- 
gates, or any other deſcription without the King's writ, was 
XX contrary to the cleareſt principles of law; and a moſt outrageous 
violation of the conſtitution. He confeſſed that nothing was 
illegal, that was not prohibited by law; but ſaid that no county 
could have any — for national purpoſes except mem- 
bers of parliament; and that no ſuch repteſentatives could be 
elected without the King's writ. And urged it as a great 
aggravation of this offence, that theſe mock repreſentatives 
wete to meet on the ſame day, and in the ſame city where 
the parliament aſſembled. He wiſhed the public mind ſhould 
be at reſt on this queſtion, and inſiſted that an election of repre- 
ſentatives for a county without the King's writ, was a viola- 
tion of the conſtitution: and that any meeting to elect repre- 


ſentatives for any county, without ſuch authority, was an 
unlawful aſſembly, | 
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He deſired that any gentleman of the profeſſion of the law who was 
of a different opinion ſhould declare it; and if no ſuch difference 
was expreſſed, he hoped it would be underſtood to be the decided 
opinion of every lawyer in that Houſe, that the election of de- 
legates to repreſent any county, city, or town in congreſs, was 
an invaſion of the conſtitution. A gentleman had complained that 
a reſolution which he propoſed in a former parliament, importing 
that the knights, citizens and burgeſſes in parliament aſſembled, 3 
were the only repreſentatives of the people of Ireland, had received 
a negative. He was one of the perſons who voted againſt that 
motion, becauſe it contained fo eſtabliſhed a truth, that the de- 
claring it in parliament would have implied that it even had been 
_ doubted z but he congratulated with the gentleman who had made 

that motion, that he did not ſucceed in it. If he had, he would 
himſelf have introduced a reſolution on our journals againſt that 
convention and congreſs, of which he was afterwards a member. 
He faid that if a ſhenf proceeded to ele& a coroner without writ, 
he would be attached: that, if he proceeded not only to ele& 
without writ, but to admit perſons who were not freeholders to 
vote, that would be à great aggravation of his offence. The 
high ſheriff of the county of Dublin has been guilty of this of- 
fence in a much higher degree; for he has taken upon himſelf to 
eleQ, not an inferior officer, but repreſentatives for his whole 
county, without writ, and had called upon perſons who were not 1 
freeholders, to be the electors. He took notice of the caſe of 
ſberiſf Hall, as a caſe in point to prove that a miſdemeanor in 
a ſheriff in the exerciſe of his office, was a proper ſubject for an 
attachment in the court of King's-bench. Hall in the exerciſe of | 
his lawful functions as a ſheriff, was inſulted by a perſon who 
threw lime on his coat, whom he ordered to be immediately 
whipped ; and for this abuſe of his authority he was attached. 
This determination was in the time of a very able and upright 
chief juſtice, the late Mr. Caulfield. The only anſwer to this 
cafe has been, that this gentleman had a handſome black coat, 
which by this inſult was changed into a white one; but though 
this might have changed the colour of the coat, it does not ap- 
pear materially to affect the colour of the argument. He ſaid 
nothing appeared to him more clear, than that the ſheriff of the 
county cf Dublin had abuſed the authority of his office; and 
gentlemen cannot be ſcrious in contending that he did not act as 
ſheriff, He is called upon in that capacity, he complies with the 
requiſition, and iſſues his fummons as theriff ; preſides at this un- 
lawful meeting under colour of his office, and as ſheriff, proceeds ⁵ 
to the election of nve delegates to repreſent the county in con- 
greſs. Much has been ſaid as to the trial by juries. The argu- © 
ment does not apply, becauſe there was no fact to be tried. The 
ſberitf by his filence admitted the truth of the facts; but inſiſted, 
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by his council, that he was guilty of no offence, He ſaid that it 
was no invaſion of the trial by jury, that courts, where there was 
no fact to be tried, decided without reſorting to any juriſdiction 
but their own 3 and the reaſon appeared to him to be clear, be- 
cauſe in queſtions that related to the juriſdiction of courts, if 
they were bound in every caſe to reſort to juries, they mult refer 
their own juriſdiction, that is, the very exiitence of the courts 
themſelves, to another tribunal. That it was the duty of every 
court to keep its own officers in order, without which juſtice 
could not be adminiſtered z and that this was not to be referred to 


juries, where the facts were not controverted. That in courts of 
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equity, where fraud was conteſſed, or appeared inconteſtibly 
from the facts or circumſtances, it would be abſurd to direct any 
iſſue to be tried by a jury, becauſe fraud was within the juriſdie- 
tion of a court of equity, and ought not to be referred to any 
other deciſion. He mentioned this latter caſe only to ſhew that courts 
would not refer the principie of their own juriſdiction to juries, 
but acknowledged at the fame time, that it was not concluſive 
to argue from the civil to the criminal code, becauſe in the latter 
the liberty of the ſubject was eſſentially involved; and therefore 
applauded the attention that had been thewn by the gentlemen of 
that Houſe, though in the recent inſtance they had miſtaken their 
ground, to preſerve the criminal code inviolate, and not to ſuffer 
any diſtinctions to be made between the common law of Great 
Britain and Ireland. He was therefore free to acknowledge, that 
arguments derived from the proceedings in this country by poſ- 
ſeſſory bills, or under the laws for the recovery of ſmall debts, 
did not apply to the preſent ſubje& ; for though, irom the cir - 
cumſtances of this kingdom, diſſerent modes of proceeding might 
have juſtly obtained, in caſes of that nature, they ought never to 
prevail in any cafes that related to the liberty of the ſubject. He 
affirmed that the common law in both countries were preciſely the 
ſame, and that this caſe had been determined ayre=able to thoſe 
principles. He faid he was no friend to any declarations of the 
law by this Houſe, unleſs where they were made neceſſary for eſ- 
tabliſbing the rights, or for reſtoring the tranquillity of this coun- 
try, to quiet the public mind, to vindicate the conduct, and to 
maintain the authority of our judges, He ſaid he had ſpoke to 
his learned friend behind him [derjeant Fitzgerald] to drop his 
amendment and agree to one he would now propoſe, which was 
a'ter the word law, to add, in England and in Ireland; and 
docs not appear to have been extended in this kingdom beyond 


the ſame,” and to expunge all the remaining words, for which he 
would ſubſtitute theſe. 


Mr. F.o0p,—Sir, I {hall beg leave to amend the amendment 
which is propoſed with intent to deltroy the reſolution, and to 
which I cannot be fo prepoſterous as to agree z the amendment, not 
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to find fault with its want of grammar, ſays what I deny, that the 
practice has not in Ireland been extended beyond the ſame. Same 
what? in England. 


TheATTorwney GeNERAL,—Sameground of law on which it 
ſtands in both countries. And I ſay the original motion would 
not be grammar without the amendment. The original motion is: 
Reſolved, that the practice of attachment, for contempts of court, 
ſtands on the fame ground of law in both kingdoms. Both what 
kingdoms ? But add the words of the amendment after the word 
law, and fee how it will ſtand. In England and in Ireland, and 
=_ not appear to have been extended in this kingdom beyond the 

ame. 


Mr. FLoOD.— The objeQion then that is made to my motion 
is that it implies, that the practice of attachment has been carried 
farther in this kingdom than in England, and therefore the amend- 
ment is inſerted to declare that it has not; whereas the fact is, 
that the King's-bench did declare, that crimes which would be 
puniſhed by information in England, would be puniſhed by at- 
tachment here. We have therefore the authority of the King's- 
bench to ſay, that the practice is different, and the ground of dif- 
ference is ſtated to bethe influence of England and the poverty of 
Ireland; that is we have a law, but we are too poor to enjoy the 
benefits of it. We are rich enough to grant taxes, and to burden 
ourſelves with the maintenance of an army, a navy and a militia. 
The only things for which we cannot go to expence, are the rights 
of our conſtitution. We are to be deprived of our rights becauſe 
we are poor, but our poverty ſhall not be a reaſon to exempt us 
from taxation. 


The ATToxney Generat.—The court of King's-bench 
made no ſuch declaration. 


Mr. FLoOD.— In Mr. Reilly's caſe the court admitted that at- 
tachments are granted in Ireland where in England they are not 
granted. I ſay this, confidently, in ſpight of any cry of—no— 
many gentlemen of the bar, who were preſent, have aſſured me 
of the tat. I have had the peruſal of the very accurate notes of 
two barriſters, who were preſent, and they agree with a publica- 
tion of the judgment of that court, from a preſs, the leaſt like- 
ly to publiſh any thing unauthentic, where the chief juſtice of 
that court was concerned. Any negative, therefore, to the words 
have uſed can only be to the terms and not to their meaning. 
Now the identical terms I do not pretend to ſtate, But if the 
court had not fo ſtated the matter, yet we know it to be the fact. 
The fact is notorious, and even if the fact were doubtful, yet the 
principle of the reſolution is clear, undeniable, and necetlary to 
be aſſerted. 
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The common law is our great inheritance. I call on you all to 
maintain it. Common law is uſage. Loſe the practice and you 


will loſe the law; admit a diverſity of law, and you ſhake the 
rock of that union, which ought to join and conſolidate theſe 


| kingdoms. The ſpeech from the throne told you that a commu- 
nity of laws was one of the moſt effeQtual cements of confederacy 
between us. The Right Honourable Secretary ſaw that ſentence 
and approved it, before it came to us. I call upon him to ſupport 
= his own ſentiments therefore, and that of his principal, and of thoſe 
2 miniſters whom his principal conſults, as well as of that monarch, 
whom be repreſents. Let it not be rejected merely becauſe it 
comes from this ſide of the Houſe. For me, I defire no reputa- 
tion from it, nor do I wiſh to force a propoſition on the miniſter, 
Leet him take it. I hand it over to him. In open Parliament, I 
XX diſclaim the credit of it; and confeſs that it ought to belong to 
him; if, by adopting it, he will render it effectual. 

On ſome great points I have differed with adminiſtration, but 
it was only becauſe I differed with them in judgment. It was 
with reluQance that I did ſo. But I have not hung on the 
meaſures of government unneceſſarily, When has any adminiſ- 
tration ever met with leſs obſtruction, conſidering the quality and 
extent of their meaſures ? On this day let both ſides of the Houſe 
meet, in one common vindication of one common right, and of 
one common intereſt, Let that table which ſeems to divide, unit: 
us ; and let us join hands upon it, on this great ſubject, and make 
it an altar, as it were of conſtitutional cummunion. 


The ATTozxNEy GENERAL. No ſuch thing fell from the 
bench. 


Mr. FLoOD.— Whether the declaration was made or not does 


not ſignify, for it is certain the practice is different in the two 
kingdoms. . 


The SecxeTaArY or STATE.—The principle of law is the 
ſame in both countries, 


Mr. FLooD.— What one man may call a principle of law an- 
other may call a principle not of law. Our praQtice in England 
and in Ireland differs, and therefore one muſt be wrong, I would 
therefore amend the amendment by ſaying, after the word been, 
the words nor ought it to be.“ 


TheATTorNey GeneraL.—Sir, I am as ſtrong an advocate 
forthe ſimilarity of laws between England and Ireland as the ho- 
| Nourable gentleman. I never would have the common law viola- 
ted, becauſe I know it is founded on common ſenſe, and is the 
beſt ſecurity of our liberties. But I ſay, Sir, there has not been 
aa difference between the principles of the common law of Eng- 
land and of Ireland, though the gentleman alerts there has. Now 
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J aſk that gentleman, whether a ſheriff who makes a falſe return 
ſhould not be attached ? Will he who has examined the law back 
to the Saxon ra ſay, that a ſheriff who makes a falſe return in 
Ireland ſhould not be attached? 


Mr. FLoop.—If it is not the practice in England, then it 
ouzht not to be the praQice in Ireland. 


The ATTorney GeNneRAL.—That is anſwering me by 
giving me no anſwer at all; but it is notorious that every court is 
warranted in attaching a ſheriff for a falſe return; which would 
not be the caſe, if ſuch attachments were not ſupported on the 
grounds of juſtice and law. And it will be found upon conſidera- 
tion, that this power, ſo far from being the enormous grievance 
ſtated by the honourable gentleman, is a very great advantage to 
the ſubjeQ ; for in truth there is no greater grievance in this coun- 
try than the difficulty of compelling ſheriffs to execute the proceſs 
of the law ; there are many places into which the king's writs 
do not run, unleſs backed by the lord of the ſoil z whereas 
in England there is a prompt obedience to the law; there is no 
congreis, no convention; no man to ſet up any authority againſt 
parliament, or teach the people to ſpurn at lawful authority. The 
conſequence is, that the courts there leave the party to his action; 
though the law of the land would warrant the courts in grant- 
ing attachments. The power is diſcretionary, and to be uſed as 
the exigencies of the times require. As to the queſtion before the 
Houſe, I am perfeQly ſatisfied to declare that the principles of the 
law are the ſame in both the kingdoms of England and Ireland 
and at the ſame time, 1 am convinced that thoſe principles have 
in this kingdom been moſt inviolably obſerved. 


Mr. MicuatEL SMITH quoted the caſe of Kennet, Lord Mayor 
of London, who in the time of the diſturbances imputed to Lord 
George Gordon, ſo far from exerting himſelf to quell the riots, 
had ſeemed rather to encourage them; yet the court of King's- 
bench had not attached him, but left the ſufferets by the riots to 

urſue him with actions. He ſaid that the court of Exchequer in 
reland had of late abdicated the practice of attachments upon 
falſe returns, and left the aggrieved party to his action. 


The Ar TONNE General. admitted that the Exchequer 


court had lately made ſome experiments in that way; but how 
they would turn out, time could only tell, 


The Sol ici rom GENERAL ſaid he could not concur with the 
honourable gentleman who had aſſerted that the court of Exche- 
your had determined never to grant an attachment againſt a ſheriff 

or making a falſe return, Some of the barons of that court had, 
in a particular inſtance, intimated an opinion, that an action for a 
falſe teturn might, in the general, afford a more compleat remedy 
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eo the party injured by a falſe return, than an attachment; but the 
court by no means expreſſed any doubt of its power to compel a 
A ſheriff who made a falſe return, to amend the return, and to grant 
an attachment, if neceſſary, to inforce ſuch order. He was 
IT perſuaded that the learned gentleman really conceived that the 
RE preſent practice of the court of Exchequer was ſuch as he had 
*XE tated it to be; but that the court had, in truth, in different in- 
* ſtances, ſince the period in which it was ſuppoſed to have changed 
its practice, compelled ſheriffs to amend their returns when falſe. 
II, indeed, it was doubtful whether the return were true or falſe, 
the court would probably leave the matter to be tried by a jury, 
upon an action to be brought for the purpoſe ; but if the falſity of 
the return were to appear clearly upon affidavit, that court would 
lin like manner as any of the other law courts) grant an attach- 
E ment, if neceſſary, to inforce an order to amend the return. He 
7 laid that the firt amendment that had been propoſed, referred to a 
ZEfimilarity or diflimilarity of principle alone; but that the latter 
amendment related to a diſſimilarity of practice, and tended to in- 
ſinuate, that that which it was ſaid ought not to exiit, had hap- 
vened, and to caſt a reflection on the characters of the judges of 
he King's-bench, whoſe conduct had lately undergone an inveſ- 
agation in parliament. He would certainly vote againſt the lat- 
er amendment. 
1 We Mr. AxTHurx WoLre—.lt is of infinite conſequence to the 
adminiſtration of juſtice, that every unfounded reſolution which 
ends to caſt a cenſure upon the courts, ſhould be fully and clear- 
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ly refuted ; for there is nothing which more nearly concerns the 
4 I iberty of the ſubject, than that the judicaturè and the legiſlature 
mould ſtand free each of the other. It is indeed as neceſſary that 
the courcs ſhould ſtand free of the legiſlative authority as of the 
crown. When I 1ay this, Sir, I acknowledge the authority of 
= this Houſe to enquire into the conduct of the judges z but I ſay 
8 alſo, it ſhould never be uſed but upon great and important occa- 
RS ſions; a wanton and a frequent unneceſſaty application of this 
power upon every light ſuggeſtion, would ſoon ſhake that bul- 
We wark of our liberties, the independance of the judges, to its very 
foundation, 

Now, vir, I deſire to know why we ſhould paſs the reſolution 
in the manner defired by the honourable gentieman [Mr. Flood} 
with an inſinuation to the diſcredit of the judges, if they have 
done but their duty ? | care not, Sir, who fits upon the bench; 
ic is not the men, however deſerving they may be, but the court 
of the land I reſpect. 
= Sir, 1 am happy to declare that the principles of the common 
lau- are the ſame both in England and Ireland, and 1 hope they 
will ever remain ſo, becauſe the proſperity of either depends on 
their being both united; and he is neither a wiſe or a good man 
who would with to ſeparate them. 
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Something has been ſaid as to the practice of the courts of Ex» 
chequer in the two kingdoms being different; Sir, they do not 
differ in practice, and it is a confuſion of language to ſay ſo. It 
is conforming the practice with the occaſion of the practice; for 
the occaſion of practiſing attachment occurs a million of times 
here for once it occurs in England. A ſheriff guilty of a con- 


tempt in England would be attached as ſoon as in Ireland. It is 
faid a ſheriff in England would not be attached for 2 falſe return z 


vir, I utterly deny it, though the caſe is not very common, be- * 


cauſe no ſheriff there would dare to neglect his duty, in executing 


which, he would find himſelf ſupported by every man in the land x K 


if any reſiſtance was offered; the peer with his ſword, and the 
peaſant with bis pitchfork would turn out to enforce the law. 


Here, much to our diſbonour, it is quite different, and conſe- NR 
quently the practice of attaching is much more frequent, though | 3 


the principle of law is the ſame. 

Something has been ſaid as if the judges of the court of Exche- 
quer had determined to abdicate the power of attachment: I will 
aſk the gentleman who ſays ſo, whether that court does not now 
iſſue more attachments in one day, than all the other courts in 
Ireland in ten years? I have been often employed in that court on 
behalf of ſheriffs accuſed of falſe returns, and as it is the duty 
of a lawyer to offer the beſt arguments he can for his client, I 
have urged the judges to leave the aggrieved party to his action; 
but they have always refuſed my application, and proceeded to 
attach. And, I ſay, that if you were to take away that power, 


you would deſtroy one great ſecurity to the liberty and ſafety of, 4 


the ſubject. 


Mr. Joun PxoBy Os ONE. —!I look upon attachments as a 
extraordinary extenſion of law, and quite unconſtitutional. lt 
ves a power to an attorney general to attack all officers whatever. 

have liſtened attentively to every argument that hath been uſed, 
and cannot find any reaſon why public officers ſhould not have 
the ſame trials by jury as other men, except for immediate oi- Wi 


fences before the court—Here Mt. Oſborne read the preamble to 


the act for aboliſhing the ſtar chamber, and made many juſt and Wi 
forcible remarks on it. He alſo quoted the act of the 3d of Hen- i 
ry VII. for the undue convening by ſheriffs. But, ſaid he, whilſt 
I afſert the conſtitutional mode of trial by juries, I am free 
to condemn all popular commotions, all armed conventions, 


and all chuſing of delegates, by the dregs of the people. 


The Houſe divided on Mr. Flood's amendment. 


Ayes - 48 
Noes 120 


Drin 33 


Tellers ſor the Ayes, Sir Edward Newenham and Mr. Parſons. 
Tellers for the Noes, Mr. Serjeant Fitzgerald, and Mr. Arthur 


Mox DAV, FreBrvary 28, 1785. 


It Wolfe. 

- The main queſtion ſo amended, was then put and carried 
n. without a diviſion. 

is XX Thereſolution as amended and carried, ſtands thus: 

13 KReſolved, That the practice of attachment, for contempts of 
e- court, ſtands upon the ſame ground of law both in England and 
ng Jin Ireland, and does not appear to have been extended in this 
nd kingdom beyond the ſame. 

he 

W. 1 — A 

ſe- 4 4 ; 

gh 


ne- 2 Two Mone y- bills were read a ſecond time, and committed for 
ill o- morrow. 


ow 3 
in Sit Joux PARN II, accotding to order, reported from the 
on ommittee of the whole Houſe, appointed to conſidet of ways 
uty id means for raiſing the ſuply granted to his Majeſty, the 
, I oolutions which the committee had directed him to report to 
n; e Houſe, which he read in his place, and after delivered in 
| to che table, where the ſame were ſevetally read, and are as 
7er, Pollow: 5 
ol 1. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
—& bounty be paid on all found and merchantable gunpowder 

; an ade in this kingdom, which ſhall be exported any time between 
It e 25th day of March 1785, and the 25th day of March 1786, 
ver, after the rate of 68. 6d. for every one hundred pounds weight 
ſed, hercof, and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity, to 
ave compenſate for the duties paid on the 1mportation of the ſaltpetre 
oi- and brimſtone, uſed in manufacturing the ſame. 
> to 2. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
and a bounty be paid on all new cordage of the manufactute of 


his kingdom, which ſhall be exported to any place except 


hilſt 2 Great Britain, by way of merchandize, during the time afore- 
free aid, after the rate of 28 7d. for every hundred weight there- 
ons, of, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 


3. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
Fan additional duty of 3d. per pound weight be laid on all coffee, 
chocolate and cocoa nuts, which ſhall be imported into this 
riagdom during the time aforeſaid. 

4. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a further additional duty be laid on all coffee which ſhall be 
mported * this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, after the 

OL, V. WD 


34 PARLIAMENTARY 


portion for any greater or leſs quantity. 


"ing the linen and hempen manufactutes, the duty of 1s. 6d, 


committee of ſupply, to make proviſion therein, purſuant to the 
reſolutions now agreed to. 


tions will not be agreed to by the parliament of England, this 9 
dill or any of the new taxes ought not to be proceeded on till ve 


rate of 16s. d. for every hundred weight thereof, and ſo in pro- , 7 


5. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 2 — 
towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, for promot- ow 


laid on every yard of white, painted, and ſtained calico or painted 
and ſtained muſlins, except ſuch calicoes and muſlins as are 


2 and ſtained in Great Britain, and of 6d. on every yard of 55 
linen, not being the manufacture of Great Britain, or not painted tic 
or ſtained there, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom, be of 


continued for the ſpace of twenty-one years, from the end of the 
preſent ſeſſion of parliament. 


Orderedz That it be an inſtruQtion to the committee appointed 
to prepare and bring in a bill or bills, purſuant to the reſolutions 
of the committee of ways and means, and the reſolutions of the 
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Tue Cuaxcklrlox or THE ExcurqQUer, according to 
order, preſented to the Houſe, a bill for granting unto his 
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Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſots, an additional duty on wine, I : » 

hides, beer, ale, and other goods and merchandizes therein * 4 

mentioned, and for prohibiting the importation of all gold and 
MA 


filver lace, and of all cambricks and lawns, except of the manu- 
facture of Great Britain and the Britiſh plantations, and of all 
glaſs, except from Great Britain. 


Mr. Cox xv. There is in this bill ſome new duties in con- * 
ſequence of the new propoſitions for trade, and as there is reaſon > 
to imagine from the accounts received, that probably the propoſi- 


2 


_—_— "of 
=— = 4 
# 


L of _— * 


are informed with certainty what is the end of the propoſitions. 


Mr. FosTEr.—There is not any thing in this bill, they all | 6. 
go together. | g 


Sir Lucius O'Bx1zw was againſt going into the new taxes, A 'h 
tilt we have a final anſwer from Great Britain, - 
Mr. Conkv.—I am not for going into a ſyſtem of new taxes Wi * 

n 


before we know whether the propoſitions will he agreed to. 
When you entered into a reſolution to vote 140,000l, for ever, 
it was on a ſuppoſition the propoſitions would be agreed to; the 
accounts of that matter from England are unfavourablez am 
therefore not for laying on new taxes, for when laid they 
ate rever leſſened, and | think it is for the dignity of the 
Po not to fit a ſingle day without ſaying ſomething on this 
"buſineſs. | 
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- Mr. Ox ve.—lIt was well known before the propoſitions 
were brought in here, what was intended; I ſhould think it 
IF improper to ſtop now, as it would look like a cenſure: on the 
conduct of thoſe gentlemen in Great Britain and here who con- 
* ducted and conſidered the buſineſs fo ably and maturely, and the 
= Houſe ought not to take up the matter haſtily, nor without 
good authority, IL wiſh the intereſt and good of this country 
WF fincerely z but I did, at the time of bringing forward the propoſi- 
tions, declare myſelf in duty bound to ſee that the intereſt 
of the fiſter country was not facrificed; and if I ſaw any 
cauſe for ſuſpicion, ' which I have not, that they were not 
agreed to, I ſhould think it my duty to lay it before the 
TE Houſe. 


Mr. Fi.00n.—Por my own particular part, I ſhall not be ſorry 
ifche propoſitions ſhould not paſs in England; 1 think if they do 
not, we ſhall gain two conſiderable advantages; we ſhall get 
quit of a ſyſtem wholly unequal to the purpoſes for which it was 
introduced, and we ſhall alſo get quit of a very heavy burthen 
of taxation. I never thought they would be of utility to this 
ountry z and now I find Mr. Pitt is of the ſame opinion. Mr. 
itt laughs at the conſtruction of the navigation act, he laughs 
"et the idea of our becoming the emporium of trade, and 381 
e goods of the Britiſh Welt India iſlands to Great Britain. 
laughed at it before, and now that I have his authority, I will 
laugh again and again. The right honourable Secretary, after 
it was known that thoſe propoſitions were the reſult of a long 
conſultation in Great Britain, came pompouſly to this Houſe, 
labouring under the weight of the benefits we were to receive, 
- and ſinking under the importance of the meaſure, and he intro- 
duced them as being of the utmoſt utility to you; he told you 
of the liberality, the generoſity of Great Britain in the part ſhe 
was acting, and yet Mr. Pitt when he ſtates the propoſitions to 
che Houſe of Commons of England, tells them that Ireland will 
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receive but a very ſmall advantage indeed. 

1 It is plain Mr. Pitt never could have authoriſed the right 

honourable gentleman to go thus far, when he knew he muſt 

WS tate otherwile to the Engliſh Parliament, and therefore he either 

did not conſult with Mr Pitt, or having conſulted with him, 
„maintained an opinion of his own.——But 1 conſidered the 

right honourable gentleman as ſtating propoſitions which were 


agreed upon and ſettled. He called upon you to raiſe a ſum as 
c compenſation or tribute, call it what you may, which we were 
do pay Great Britain, and which we liave actually voted, though 
0 now 'it is a matter of doubt whether we ſball have any thing in 


return. For my part 1 am in perfect good humour, and 1 ſhall 


5 3 not be at all diſpleaſed to ſee the propoſitions rejected. 
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Mr. Ox de —When I propoſed them, I did not ſtate them 
as ſettled. The reſolutions, with the addreſs of both Houſes of 
Parliament, have been laid before the Britiſh Parliament for their 
concurrence. I find myſelf under great difficulties to argue from 
news-paper intelligence; they all give different accounts; lam 
ſure I can ſhew half a dozen contrary accounts. It has been 
ſtated by news-papers, that 1 ſtated great 2 to this 
country from the propoſitions, and I apprehend the honourable 
gentleman ſuppoſes that the idea was laughed at; but I only 
ſtated, that I thought they would be of 2dvantage to this country; 
and ] am now of opinion, that the propoſitions propoſed to this 
Parliament, would be a relaxation of the navigation act, but! 
never ſaid this country would be the great emporium of trade.—— | 
I cannot poſſibly argue from news- papers; but I underſtand from 
them, that the minifter ſtated the propoſitions in general; but 
I cannot think that becauſe one refolution has been the cauſe of 
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requiring time, that we are to ſuppoſe the propoſitions will be 
rejected, or that we ought to ſtop the uſual courſe of buſineſs. — 
Gentlemen have ſtated that the propoſitions were under con- 
ſideration before they were brought in E did not ſtate them 
ſo, but I made the propoſitions as a foundation for an adjuſt- 
ment of trade. | 
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Sir Joux PaxxeLL.—l muſt confeſs there is a great impro- 
priety in us to debate here, on a matter of which we have ſuch 
uncertain grounds to imagine the exiſtence z yet as what is men- 
tioned here is taken up by them who oppoſe the intereſts of this 
country in England, it may be neceffary to explain once more, | 
what is the intention of that propoſition which appropriates 2 
part of the hereditary revenue to the exigencies of the empire. 
Ir is not a tribute, as ſome gentlemen have affected to call it, 
paid by this country to England, but the application of part of 
the hereditary revenue by us, to the navy of the empire, and that | 
part to ariſe trom a ſurplus that muſt be the conſequence of an 
increaſed wealth; and if no ſuch increaſe enſues; the navy gets 
nothing from us; ſo that the miniſter muſt enrich the country, 
and guard its economy, before any money on this ſcore gets into 
his hands. 

That part of the propoſitions, as every other, I think fair and 
advantageous to this kingdom ; nor thall any change in miniſterial 
| politics bias me; but I am determined to ſupport them all in 

the very manner we have agreed to them, regardleſs of the con- 
ſequence. To | 


Mr. FosTtrx.—l am ſurpriſed that the honourable gentleman 
ſhould wifh that the propoſitions may not be agreed to, for they 
ate for the advantage of this country, Gentlemen may have 
different ideas of the navigation act from what I have, I cannot 
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"ZE pening the ports of Ireland; but do they ſay duties, does it not 
1 ppen the ports of each, for the goods and manufactures of each 
ther? When this ſubject comes to be fully and fairly conſidered, 
pon better authority than news papers, I hope there will be 
oo foundation for the alarm; it is not ſound policy to have ſuſ- 
Picion without cauſe, and therefore | hope the Houſe will not 
Wis YN delay the bills without cauſe, for the propoſitions are, in my 
ind, moſt complete. 


Mr. Thomas Bun obſerved, there was no queſtion before 


15 ' 1 Ihe Houſe. 
a" Mr. Gairrirn.— Though there is no queſtion before the 
— ouſe, yet the converſation which has been introduced, is of 
om nature ſo important to the intereſt of Ireland, that every man 
but ho feels an anxiety for the welfare of this country, is called 
- of pon to ſpeak on the preſent occaſion z and I think it the more 
bs \ eceſſary to ſay a few words at preſent, as I have the misfortune 
. — o differ entirely with _— —— friend on the floor [Mr. 
on lood] who juſtly ſtands high in the public eſteem, Whilſt the 
how ommercial regulations were before this Houſe, I certainly did 
uſt ndeavour to amend ſome part of them, in order to extend their 
influence to objects which would have made them more beneficial 
o Ireland; but having failed in my endeavours on this head, 
pro- am nevertheleſs free to acknowledge, that if they are carried 
luc nto effect in the manner they have paſſed this Houſe, they will 
nen- de of effential ſervice to this countr).— I ſhould be ſorry to be- 
this ieve that there was a doubt of their being agreed to by the Houſe 
zore, df Commons of England, but if there was, I ſhould think that 
es 2 he dignity of the Irith nation was concerned in ſtanding with 
pite. irmneſs againſt ſo unjuſt and illiberal a conduct. And give me 
Il it, eave, Sir, to expreſs the ſatisfaction I feel, at the manly manner in 
rt of bich an honourable baronetin office ¶ Sir John Parnell] has conve y= 
| that ad his ſentiments to the Houſe on this occaſion, It confirms in me 
of an he opinion I always entertained of that honourable gentleman— 
get hat he ated upon principle throughout. And I call upon every 
ntry, an, on both ſides of the Houſe, who feels for the honour and 
$ into ntereſts of Ireland, or who has any pretenſtons to conſiſtency or 
rinciple of any kind, to ſtand with firmneſs by the teſolutions 
ir and hich he has voted for, and let the conduct of the Engliſh Par- 
ſterial jament be what it may, not to concede an iota either of the 
all in pirit or letter of the regulations which have paſſed the Houſe 
e con- aarimouſſy. : 
| Mr. F.oop.,—1I never maintained news-papers to be parlia- 
leman nentary authority ; no, but I ſay it is ridiculous to talk of the 
— navigation act, and of our becoming the emporium of trade; the 
ave 


daVIzayucn act never injured you, it was the miſconſtruction of 


5 . ay J have ſtudied it, but in my opinion the propoſitions were 
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that law, The right honourable Secretary ſays, he did not ſtate 
the propoſitions as ſettled, and ſuch as the Engliſh Parliament 
would agree to. I admit he did not; it would not have been 
very becoming in him to ſay what the parliament there might do, 
but he tated them as ſettled with the Britiſh miniſter, and though 
he introduced an if, I conſidered it only as a matter of parlia- 
mentary decency; but did he not do this? Did he not call upon 
us to raiſe 140, oool. new taxes, for the purpoſe of handing over 
the ſurplus of the hereditary revenue to Great Britain? The re- 
ſolution that our revenue ſhould equal our expences, affected 
this q for as there were to be no reduction of expence, there muſt 
be ariſe of revenue to form this equality; and without the new 
taxes, there could be no ſurplus to giye to Great Britain; and 
I think when thoſe propoſitions were made a ground for taxation, 
I had a very good right to ſuppoſe that they were finally agreed 
= 


But how unfortunate is it that the more you give to Great 
Britain, the greater mark of poverty in your nation. For the 
ſurplus of your hereditary revenue can only tiſe in proportion ts 
your imports, and I ſay, the greater the importation, conſe- 
quently the greater the poverty of the country; it is from ex- 
portation alone that you can mark encreaſing wealth. 


Sir Joux PaxNEL. faid the increaſed import of manufacture Way 
was not always a proof of poverty, it was rather a proet of con- Cot 
ſumption, which implied wealth and increaſed ability; but the 


hereditary revenue ariſing out of imports in general, and the im- ten 
port of manufactutes being but 300,000]. while the general im- ide 

It exceeded two millions, the increaſed revenue muſt ariſe from 
the greater proportion. | ou 


Mr. Gzoxct PoxnsoNBY.—lI never heard ſuch a number of 
es and palpable contradictions as have been delivered on 

this ſubject. In England it is ſaid this adjuſtment is to ruin Eng- 
land and to benefit Ireland ; in Ireland we hear it ſaid that Ireland 
is to be ruined by it, and England to receive the advantage, ; 
Therefolutions for the final adjuſtment have, and ſhall continue 
to have my. moſt warm ſupport. The miniſter who propoſed ¶ Out 
them acted like an honeſt man, and deſerves the ſupport of every iin 
heneſt man who loves either Great Britain or Ireland. Now, Sit, i:« 
while I ſay this, 1 alſo ſay it wouid be very abſurd to,ſtop the Mo 
bill before the Houſe, and attempt to bully the Engliſh Parliament, 
Sit, 1 know this Houſe would not ſubmit to be bullied by any ſet M 
of men, and I form the ſame opinion of the Engliſh parliament. Phat 
The bill before the Hauſe is but a ſmall object; the greater part 
of the ſupply is to ariſe from the malt bill, If neceſſity ſhall com- 
pel us, we have it ſtill in our power ta ſtop that; let us therefore 
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4 
© Rat with coolneſs, with deliberation, but with the utmoſt firm- 
it ieſs. 
n WH The Ar rox GEN ENI. Sir, I cannot ſuppoſe that 
o, the adjuſtment to which we have agreed will be rejected. If it 
zl Would be rejected, it would lay a juſt foundation of jealouſy and 
a- complaint, If it be rejected, every gentleman will be called up- 
on on to exert his wiſdom, and to exert all the reſources of this 
et country to place her in a proper ſituation. vir, I never was for- 
e- ard to commit this Houſe but upon the ſtricteſt grounds of juſ- 
ed = ice, and where there has been the ſtrongeſt probability of fuce 
uſt 8 eſs ; but as I have never been the firſt to commit the Houſe, 
ew either will I be the firſt to recede, when the occaſion requires 
and rmneſs and perſeverance. Sir, I with well to the whole empire, 
on, ut Ireland is certainly the object of my preference; and I ſhould 
ed e a very weakand filly man indeed if it were not. Now, Sir, 

Ws to news-paper authority, I cannot rely upon that, becauſe the 
reat = 


ame paper that ſtates the debates of another Houſe, from which 
the vur preſent converſation has ariſen, ſtates alſo, that the Secretary 
of the Portland adminiſtration in Ireland, did in that Houſe deny 
ertain meaſures to be meaſures: of that adminiſtration, which he 
and every man knows were their meaſures; and which he, as a 
an of veracity, I am convinced would not deny; therefore I 
ſay I doubt the authority of the news- papers; nay treat the ac- 
eount with contempt. | 


3 The gentlemen who oppoſe government here, ſay that the ſyſ- 
Ly tem of adjuſtment will be ruinous to Ireland; and on the other 
. ide of the water, gentlemen ſay it will ruin England; nay ſome 


of them have been ſecretaries here, and know the ſituation of both - 
ountries too well to believe what they are ſaying. But, Sir, I 
have not the leaſt apprehenſion that Britain will reje& the propo- 
itions; I cannot ſuppoſe ſhe has profited ſo little by her late 
experience, to rejec an opportunity of uniting the two kingdoms ' 


Eng- for ever in the ſtricteſt bonds of amity ; or that a noble Lord who | 
reland s now in oppoſition, will forget what happened in his own ad- 
 Eipiniftration. Ithink if he has profited by experience, and has 


ntinue any regard for the welfare of that part of the empire which has 
dutlived his adminiſtration, he would not riſque what the patrio— 

iſm and exertions of the gentlemen of this country may enable 

hem to do; it would bean awful trial; and for one, I declare, that 

the vo conſideration upon earth ſhall induce me to impoſe unfair 

ament, Herms upon Ireland. But if the demon of diſcord ſhall ſo far pre- 
ail on the other fide as to render our exertions neceſſary, I truſt ' 


bat zentlemen will take up the buſineſs with cool determination, 
er pan Put with unſhaken intrepidity. 

I 3 _F The Right Honourable Ion Bexesronn:—In England the 
exe EL yſtem of adjuſtment is ſaid to be unfair and partial in favour of 
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Ireland, and here it is ſaid, that it is partial in favour of England, and 


ruinous to Ireland; but it is the more extraordinary, that gentle- 
men hereſhould ſay fo, as it is the very ſyſtem that the patriots have 
been calling for theſe two years z for two years we have been 
called upon to give Ireland the benefit of the navigation law, and 
the moment it is conceded, they cry out that the commerce of the 
nation is ruined, and endeavour to ſet the country in a flame. It 
was faid that the navigation act, fairly conſtrued, would have 
been ſufficient ſecurity for the extenſion of our trade; but gentle- 
men are miſtaken in that aſſertion; the act of the 12th of George 
3. would have proved an inſurmountable impediment, that is pro- 
poſed to be now removed ; ſo that it appears if there has been 
any fault, it is that government have gone beyond the deſire of 
gentlemen in oppoſition, and yet they are not ſatisfied. 

I know the (item is too fair and too equal to be liked by ſome 
people; and I am not ſorry that ſuch people oppoſe it, as their 

oppoſition proves the juſtice and the rectitude of the meaſure. 

| Bo been ſaid that the right honourable ſecretary ſtated it as 
a meaſure ſettled in England ; it was impoſſible for him to have 
done ſo; for though he might be ſuppoſed to be acquainted with 
the ſentiments of the Engliſh miniſtry, it was impoſſible to anſwer 
for the Engliſh parliament ; it was impoſſible to anſwer for op- 
poſition ; or for the miſchief that might be done by miſrepreſen+ 
tation. 

It has been ſaid, that if the propoſitions for a final adjuſtment 
ſhould miſcarry, we ſhall only be rid of a bad ſyſtem of taxation. 
Now, for my part, if all the reſt of the ſyſtem was loſt, I ſhould 
be ſorry to loſe the taxes; for I conſider them as wiſe regulati- 
ons which ought to be entered into, whether the ſyſtem was to be 
perverted or not.—The malt tax, tor inſtance, which is the prin- 
cipal, is fo contrived as to draw a revenue out of the pocket of 
one of thoſe who now defraud the revenue, and therefore I can- 
not agree that it will produce no advantage, or that it is. a bad 
tax. = 

It has been ſaid that the advantages granted to Ireland in Lord 
North's time, was dearly purchaſgd by the monopoly which was 
given of our market, for ſugars of the Englilb iſlands, and by 
the taxes I-vied upon them, I cannot agree with this; for I think 
that ſugars, and indeed all luxuries, are the proper objects of tax- 
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ation, | 
It has been ſaid we ſhould not go through the bill before the 
Houſe, but keep a check in our hand to make uſe of if neceſſary; 
but! think we ſhould proceed with the buſineſs of the nation, 
and if any thing authentic appeared, we ſhould then exeiciſę our 
wiſdom for the benefit of our country. 
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Mr. Fl oop ſaid he was ſurpriſed at hearing the conduct of op- 
poſition arraigned. What oppoſition was there? He knew of 
nonc. He was not the firſt or the ſecond who ſpoke upon the bu- 
ſineſs; he had made no motion, and he knew of no oppoſition. 
There were ſome independent, incoherent gentlemen, who ſome- 
times when they thought adminiſtration wrong, oppoſed them ; 
and when they thought them right agreed with them, In England 
W there was an oppoſition z becauſe there were men who. agreed to 

do every thing to turn out the miniſters, and to get into their 
| places z but that was not the caſe here. He believed it would 
de better if there was an oppoſition; for a great writer had faid, 
that the liberty of England had been preſerved by great and able 
men going with a faction. It had been urged, that what the peo- 
ple had been demanding ſo long was now granted them, and they 
were not ſatisfied : He denied that to be the fact. The people 
aſked for protecting duties ſimilar to thoſe which England had 
enjoyed, and inſtead of that we were to have an inundation of 
Engliſh manufactures poured in upon us. As to what a right 
1 honourable gentleman had ſaid, that he could not be ſuppoſed to 
do any thing to _ Ireland, he aſked him, did he think he 
wanted to injure Ireland - what one motive could he have? He 
wanted . and he was in poſſeſſion of as great and diſin- 
cumbered an eſtate as any man who heard him. But great pro- 
perty was not a ſtake for a man's reQitude. Look at all the coun- 
tries, and ſay how many of them enjoy liberty—very few—and 
how has their liberty been deſtroyed ? by honeſt men of large pro- 
perty being deluded into a deſigning faction. A man by igno- 
rance, or by raſhneſs might, though very honeſt and very rich, 
become the dupe of others who were not honeſt, and therefore a 
man's property was no reaſon to ſuppoſe he could not do wrong. 


Mr. Bxookxe ſaid he confeſſed himſelf one of thoſe incoherent 
independent country gentlemen that had been ſpoken of ; but he 
would, he faid, 1 ſupport a good government than a bad fac- 
tion; the ſyſtem that had been carried through the Houſe had his 
approbation, and he would be ready to concur in every meaſure 
neceſſary to give it efficacy, 


Mr. Joun Wo r ſaid he choſe rather to be reckoned incohe- 
rent than a member of any faction; and hoped the diflipated 
ranks of independent country gentlemen, would now unite to 
lupport the intereſts of Ireland, and indeed of England, againſt 
every faction, by manly and decided meaſures. 


Mr. GxaTrTan.---Sir, I will not fit ſilent at ſo critical a peri R 
] voted for the reſolutions for a tinal adjuſtment. 1 — no 
now. I conceived them then as I do now, that with regard 
to both countries they were juſt, I thought that the mainitter, 
willing to do juſtice to Ireland, could not offer leſs— willing to 
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do juſtice to England, could not offer more. It was an adjuſtment 


which he might offer to either country, and though not certain to 


: give immediate ſatisfaction to all ranks of men in both, yet eſſen- 
tially promiſed and united their common intereſt, and laid the 
foundation of general harmony. The miniſter acted like a man 
ho was not afraid to encounter the prejudices of an hour, in 


the eſtabliſument of fame for an eternity. He ſeemed to aſſert pa- 


rental duty, and as he bote the name, to revive the virtue of his 


er. 8 : 
I hall not fit down without a few obſervations on the tenth and 


eleventh. propoſitions. By the propoſition in its firſt ſhape, we 


might have borrowed money to ſupport the expences of Ireland, 
and at the ſame time lend money to ſupport England; that is, 
we might have done what we had no right to do; we had no right 
in the payment of expence to poſtpone Ireland, and give à pre- 


ference to the navy of the empire. - The repreſentatives of Ireland 


cannot (and no law can be valid that ſays otherwiſe) provide for 


England, until they have firſt taken care of Ireland. It is Iriſh + 


money, and they are-Iriſh men: Ireland has an atural and unalien- 
able right to priority in the application of herown money. 
Another very ſtrong objection is, that in the original motion, 


as the money is applicable to che navy of the empire, whenever 
the hereditary revenue exceeds 650, oool. a financier might procure - 


that. exceſs whenever he pleaſed ; for he might ſo tamper with the 
additional duties, as to create an artificial ſwell in the hereditary 
revenue for England: that is, he might ſink the general fund 
while he. raiſed; the hereditary revenue. The power to do fo 
would be a perpetual cemptation to the worſt ſort of tricks, of 
which 1 am far from = the- preſent miniſtry, or of ſuſpec- 
ting miniſters in general. ; 

An objeQion has been made to this, as contrary to good policy 


to increaſe taxes in order to procure a ſurplus, but the objection is 


founded on ignorance of the reſolution, which does not give the 
ſurplus to the navy of England, where there ſhall be an exceſs of 
revenue over and above the expence of Ireland, but over and 
above the particular point in the hereditary revenue, namel 

650,000. ſo that there are two reſtrictions; firſt, that you ſhall 
pay England a ſum of money, when the miniſter produces a home 
debciency. Second, that you ſhall not pay England the encreaſe 


when there is not a redundancy. An abundance of taxes. would 


probably ſink the hereditary revenue below the mark of 650,000], 
fo that you create another proviſion before you grant to the gene- 
ral aid; the ptoviſion of trade as well as redundancy, but you 
ſhould afford a temptation to a redundancy of taxes, by diſpoſing 
of the ſurplus of the revenue, 

An objeQtion, has been made to this reſolution, a3 forcing this 


country into many new taxes. The queſtion is not between. 
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dew taxes and no taxes, but between new taxes and an accumula- 
tion of debt, for the revenue wanted 140,000], to equalize it to 
the national expenditure 3 the difference is then between running 
in debt and ne taxes to found a new accumulation that is between 
the beſt and the wort. ; NY 

I confeſs I had ſome anxiety upon this ſubject, but in commu- 
nicating with the gentlemen in adminiſtration, and imparting my 
objeQions to them, they ſatisfied every ſcruple ; and it is but juſt 
to ſay, that I found amongſt them a degree of candour, integrity 
and honeſt patriotiſm, extremely to their honour, * 

collect the ſenſe of the Houſe, in which I do entirely coin- 
cide, to be a determination to adhere to their own reſolutions 
with the utmoſt firmneſs, but with the utmoſt moderation, having 
an entire reliance on the juſtice of the Engliſh nation and of the 
Engliſh miniſter, 


— U 


Toss pax, Maxcu 1, 1785, 


A petition of the corporation of weavers, of the city of Dub- 
lin, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth the ap- 
prehenſions petitioners entertain of the ill conſequences that may 
ariſe from the laying an additional duty on the importation of. 
wines from Portugal into this kingdom; and that in conſequence 
of {aid apptehenſions, ſeveral perſons, engaged in the manufac- 
ture of goods for the Portugal market, have ſtruck their looms ; 
and ſubmitting the-; premiſes to the conſideration of the Houſe. 


A petition of Alexander Crawford, Eſq; doctor of phyſic, 
was preſented to the Houle and read, ſetcing forth that petitioner 
in conſequence of a ſummons ſerved on him to attend the ſelect 
committee, appointed to try the merits of the petitions complain- 


ing of an undue election and return for the county of the town 


of, Carrickfergus, was under the neceſlity of travelling from his 
houſe in Liſburne, to Dublin, (a diſtance of ſeventy-three miles) 
and that petitioner bas ſince the fourteenth day of February laſt, 
attended the ſaid committee, and has not as yet been called upon 
to give his teſtimony, that petitioner was not in the ſaid town of 
Carrickfergus, during the ſaid election, nor for a conſiderable 
time before, that petitioner being a phyſician in conſiderable prac- 
tice muſt be materially injured, that the agent for the petitioner | 
has refuſed to allow him more than four ſhillings and four pence a 
day, and four pence a mile travelling expences, and that petitioner 
is informed the ſaid ſele& committee, are not impowered to al- 
low petitioner any more, and praying relief, 
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Mr. W. Topp Jones ſaid the doctor, who was in very con- 
fderable practice in his profeſſion, had been detained in town now 
three weeks ; his patients no doubt complained of his abſence, and 
the aQual loſs he had already ſuſtained amounted to a very mate- 
rial ſum; the petitioner had now cloſed his evidence, and the 
doctor had not been once called upon; the invidious motive for 
which he had been brought up, ſeventy-four miles from his own 
houſe, muſt, therefore, now plainly appear; and in conſequence, 
he hoped the Houſe of Commons would vote him a ſum adequate 
to his loſſes; ninety pounds could not recompence him, but he 
would not require ſo much. X 


Mr. AnNeSLey ſaid it was time enough to apply for money, 
when the committee ſhould be over. 


Mr. Hew1TrT oppoſed bis diſcharge, as the evidence of others 
might render it neceſſary to examine him, 


Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before the Houſe, an 
account of the corn, meal, malt, and flour, exported from this 
kingdom, from the 24th day of June, to the 25th day of Decem- 
ber laſt, diſtinguiſhing the quantities and qualities from each port 
reſpectively. 

Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe an 
account of the quantity of oats and oatmeal exported from the 
city of Dublin for the northern ports of this kingdom for two 
years, ending the 25th day of December laſt. 


Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe an 
account of the ſums preſented at the quarter ſeſſions of the coun- 
ty of Dublin for fourteen years laſt paſt ; diſtinguiſhing the dif- 


terent purpoſes for which the ſaid ſums were preſented, and the 
amount of each head. a 


The Houſe went into a committee on the loan-duty bill, 
Sir John Parnell in the chair. 


hen they came to the clauſe that empowered adminiſtration 
to have one or more lotteries, if they thought proper, 


 SirFrancrs HuTcHlNson objected to the power granted by 
the intended loan-bill, of raiſing part of the 20,0001. which it 
impowers the crown to borrow, by lotteries, as they encourage 
gaming and idleneſs among the lower ranks of people, and in- 
duce the manufacturer to neglect his trade, and to rely on the 

roſpeQ of a prize as his reſource ; that the power given to the 
eepers of lottet y- offices, of ſplitting a ticket into fixteen ſhares, 
makes the miſchief ſixteen times greater than what would be effect- 
ed by an undivided ticket of rl. value, becauſe that ſplitting 
facilitates the purchaſe of chances by tradeſmen and ſervarits ; that 
2 lottery's procuring a loan for the public, by debentures at 


. 
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four per cent. inſtead of Treaſury · bills at four guineas per cent. 
was fir from being, as was alledged from the Treaſury-bench, a 
juſtification of the meaſure, as it would be a better bargain for the 
public to pay fix per cent, for this loan, than to loſe that ſum 
which might be gained to our country by the induſtry of all 
thoſe manufacturers, whom the lottery would habituate to idle- 
neſs and drunkenneſs ; that as to the plea of this bilPs leaving it 
in the power of government not to recur to a lottery, unleſs found 
neceſſary, he could not admit its validity, becauſe, though the 
preſent adminiſtration had been ſo wiſe as not to abuſe the power 
given them in the laſt ſeſſion, of having a lottery in 1784, yet, as 
we could not be ſure of their continuance in office, ſo we could 
not be aſſured that the power which this bill was to give, might 


not be abuſed by ſame future adminiſtration. 


Mr. Hax TL ſaid he thought theſe very proper objectione, 
as he conſidered lotteries as very pernicious. 


The CruancEeLLOR or THE ExcCHEQueR faid that the 
clauſe only left the mode in the option of government; but that 
mode was an eaſier way of raiſing money than either by Treaſury- 
bills or debentures. He ſaid he did not deny that lotteries were 


"RX. injurious to the morals of the people, but of this he was ture, if we 


bad no Iriſh lottery, the people would have the ſame opportunity 
for gaming, by the Engliſh lottery tickets ſold here. 


"the Houſe reſumed, and went again into a committee on two 


other money bills, which were gone through without any oppoſi- 


tion, 


Mr. Cox ax took notice of a reſolution of the Lords, to paſs 
no money-bill with any tack to it z which would oblige the Houſe 
to have ſeparate bills on each object. This, he thought, was an 
infringement of the privileges of the Commons, but he would de- 
Cline ſtanding forward on the ſubject, as he did not think himſelf 
of ſufficient experience to introduce fo delicate a matter, 


Sir FRaxncis HuTCHinsoN deſired leave to withdraw the bill, 
profeſſing to be a bill for eſtabliſhing a fund for a proviſion for the 


widows and children of the clergy. 


Sir FxeDERICK FLOOD faid that though he was convinced 
the honourable baronet had introduced this bill with the beſt mo- 
tives, yet it would by no weans anſwer the purpoſe for which it 
was intended ; that there was a great diverſity of opinions, in moſt 
places, on the ſubject; that he was determined to oppoſe it on 
behalf of a highly reſpectable body of men, irf particular the 
Clergy of the dioceſe of Ferns, in the county of Wexford, whoſe 
ſentiments had been conveyed to him, where there was a volunta- 
ry ſubſcription, of long and uninterrupted duration, entered into 


\ 
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unequal, oppreſſive, and unneceſſary bill were to paſs into a law, 
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and carried on both by clergy and laity, for the 'relief of the | J 
orphans, as well as the widows of the clergy of the dioceſe, 
which would probably be withdrawn, at leaſt by the laity, if this 


He added, that though he had many objections to offer againſt the 
bill, he ſhould forbear for the preſent, and thanked the honourable 
baronet for ſparing him the trouble of a particular diſcuſſion, 


Mr. Ox. In conſequence of what paſſed laſt night, I pro 
miſed to communicate whatever authentic intelligence I ſhould * 
receive of what paſſes in the Briciſh Houſe, on the final adjuſt- 

ment of trade. N have it now in my power to fulfil 
— promiſe; but, as I ſee the Houſe is ſo very thin, 1 ſhall defer, 
till to-morrow, laying before it the real propoſition made in the 
Britiſh Houſe. 8 


WepNesbay, Mach 35 1785. 


The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itfelf into a commit- 


tee of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration a bill for pu- 1 


— 


niſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the better payment of tbe 
army and their quarters within this kingdom, 


An engroſſed bill for regulating the ſugar trade, was read th 
third time, and ordered to the Lords, 1 : ; 


The Right Honourable Mr. Cox xx reported from the At 
committee ap ointed to conſider of the preſent ſtate of fiſheries 
© upon the coaſt of this kingdom, and in what manner they may be 
beſt improved and extended. 
Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill ſor the farther 1 
improvement and extenſion of the fiſheries on the coaſts of this 


kingdom; and that the Right Honourable Mr. Conyngham, Mr. 2 


winter, and praying the Houſe to order an enquiry: to be made in- 
to the ſtate of che ſaid pier, as alſo into the different grants made 
by parliament ſot building ſaid pier, and of the expenditure . 
ther 


Bolton, and Mr. Colville do prepare and bring in the ſame. 


A petition of James Lord Viſcount Lifford, Lord High Chan- 4 
cellor of Ireland, Lord Viſcount Ranelagh, Sit Nicholas Lawleſs, 


Bart. Charles O'Neil, John Malpas, Robert Byrne, John Lees and Pal 


Ralph Ward, Eſqrs. was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſet- 
ting forth, that the pier of Dunteary is in ſo dangerous a ſtate, that 
it will be in very great danger of falling in the courſe of net 

1 


eof, that in cafe any part of the ſaid grants ſhould appear un- 
diſpoſed, the ſame may be applied towards the repairs of ſaid 
pier, 4 
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he ö 3H The Right Honourable the CHANCELLOR OF (THE Excur- 


e, XX over preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a bill for 
tis lcencing hawkers and pedlars, . petty chapmen, and other per- 
w, XX ſons, which was received and read the firſt time, and ordered to 


he de read a ſecond time to-morrow! morning, 

ble "F Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the committee appointed, 
to prepate and bring in a bill or bills, purſuant to the reſolutions of 
the committee of ways and means, and the reſolutions of the com- 


ro» 
0 = mittee of ſupply, to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or 
bills to exempt from the duty'impoſed on tobacco tables and preſ- 
ſes, all tables more than two in number, and all preſſes more than 
four in number, which any manufacturer ſhall uſe or have in his 
or her poſſeſſion, provided he or ſhe {ball regiſter the ſame, 


XX Ordered, That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, to 

nſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, to prohibit the 
import of tobacco, from all places not being the growth of the 
Britiſh Plantations, the united ftates of America, or Great Bri- 


1 
5 


Te Right Honourable the CAN CELLOAH or THe Excue- 


mit- auen, preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a bill for re- 
pu- gulating and extending the tobacco trade, and for granting to his 
the Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned, 
Which was received and read the firſt time, and ordered to be read 
WR © ſecond time to-morrow morning. 
The Houſereſolved into a committee on the ſtamp bill, but at 
che requeſt of Mr. Gardiner, the Speaker took the chair immedi- 
the eel y, in order to give him an opportunity of mentioning a propo- 
eries tion of his to the Houſe, 
y be The Right Honourable Luxe Garnpiner mentioned, that 


what he called upon the attention of the Houſe for, was relative 
to the paper manufacture, which he wiſhed to ſee on the fame 
IP — as it formerly was: Until the year 1773, paper was con- 
fdered as dry goods, and paid the five per cent duty; but 
nce that time paper has been uniformly excepted in the money 
ills, and pays but a very trivial duty; there were three different 


han- enominations, the royal, the demi, the ordinary; the royal 
_ paid twenty ſhillings per rheam, the demi four ſhillings, and every 
8 — ind which could not be called either royal or demi, came in un- 


er the head of ordinary, to the great injury of our manufacturets; 
5 that another injury to the Iriſh manufacturer was, that the French 
| Next nade their ſheets ſo large, that when each ſheet came over here, 
t was reckoned as one, but was afterwards cut by the ſtationer 


and ſold to the conſumer in two ſheets ; thus this paper paid, in 
— act, but half the ſmall duty which at preſent was — . He 
r un- 


K (aid 4 entioned that he would therefore move in the committee, to have 
) Y | \ 


48 PARLIAMENTARY 


paper ranked amongſt other dry goods; by this, however, he did 4 
not meddle with Engliſh paper, becauſe all commodities coming he 
from England, were particularly excepted by the clauſe. | 


Mr. HazxTLey ſaid he had but a few: words to ſay, after the 

clear manner in which the right honourable gentleman had ſtated MR 
the bulineſs, and thoſe were that during the war, when we could 
not import any paper, there was no ſcarcity experienced, ſo that 
it was very plain our own manulacturers were ſufficient for the 
home conſumption, | | 


Sir Lucius O*Bx1tx declared he was againſt any additional 
duty being laid on paper, which was a primum of the printing 
buſineſs, and from its %giftapt utility, became a neceſſary of life. n. 
Our printers would be*tined by it, as it would be impoſſible fol- 
them to get paper ſufficient for their uſe ; and the printing buſi» 
Ns was now very conſiderable, as we printed much cheaper here 
than they could in Great Britain, and found a good market for 
our hn in America. He ſaid this buſineſs had been frequently 
before the Houſe, and after the fulleſt examination, the Houle 
had reſolved that paper ſhould net be conſidered as dry goods; at 
leaſt, he thought, before they increaſed the tax, they ſhould hear 
the perfons concerned. . 


Mr. GarDiNex infiſted it would be for the advantage of this 
country, that our books ſhould 7 into America, printed upon 
Iriſh paper, rather than foreign, He ſaid it was too late now. to 


1 


xamine parties, as the Treaſury Bench would not delay the mo- 
ney bills ; and the examination was leſs neceſſary, becauſe there RE 
had been an enquiry before, and the reſult of that enquiry was 
an additional duty of 1s, per rheam, | x 


Mr: Flood moved for leave to bring in a bill for the more equa! 8 
repreſentation of the people in parliament. He faid, though he 
moved for leave to bring in the bill, yet he would not introduce Y 
it until after the aſſizes, and until after Mr. Pitt ſhould have y 
brought his on in Great Britain, that he might know what plan 
he propoſed, and ſee whether he threw any new light on the ſub- 


— 1 q o 
8 — 
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Leave was accordingly given, and Mr. Flood, Mr. Brownlow, 4 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Corry, and Mr. Forbes, were ordered to prepare i 
and bring in the ſame. 


Eats 


Mee 
— 


Mr. Foxes then gave notice, that he would after the aſſizes, 6 = 
move for leave to bring in a bill to diſqualify all perſons from be- A 
ing members of the Houſe of Commons, who ſhould receive any ̃ 
penſions from the Crown during pleaſure, or for years z and alto » 6 
to prohibit any of the twelve judges from receiving, during their ne 


continuance on the Bench, any penſion from the Crown, for 
themſelves, or any of their families, a 1 
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did $ Mr. Ox ne faid he had but a very few words to ſpeak, and 


ing mould notdetain the Houſe any length of time. A matter had 

veen debated the other evening from newſpaper authority. He 
he thought it exceedingly wrong, after the propoſitions had heen 
od agreed to; after they were laid, together with the addreſs of that 
114 Ilouſe, before the Commons of England, for gentlemen to argue 


at upon them day after day, and thereby endeavour to prevent the 

the negociation now on foot; he had ſome authority to ſtate the moti- 

Jon made by Mr. Pitt, and which had been miſtated the other even- 
Jing, and he could aſſure them it was ſimply this: ; 

nal g Reſolved, Thar it is the opinion of this committee, that it 

3s highly important to the general intereſts of the Britiſh Empire, 

* that the intercourſe and commerce between Great Britain and 


for ireland ſhould be finally regulated on permanent and equitable 
ite rinciples, for the mutual benefit of both countries z and that a 
ere Mull participation of commercial advantages ſhould be permanently 
for ecured to Ireland, whenever a proviſion, equally permanent and 
tly ecure, ſhall be made by the parliament of that kingdom towards 
ule "defraying, in proportion to its growing proſperity, the neceſſary 
at *Mxpences in a time of peace, of prote ding the trade and general 


ear Mntereſt of the Empire. 


Mr. FLoop wiſhed the reſolution might be read again, which 
his Ar. Orde accordingly complied with. | 


p 5 Mr. Foo. Sir, I never did ſay that a news- paper was ſufficis 
% ent authority ; no, Sir, I am not ſo weak; but | ſaid it was the 

beſt authority I could get; for I am not a miniſter, nor acquaint- 
wh ed with their councils ; and yet, Sit, though I look not upon news- 
"_ paper authority to be the beſt, I did conceive from the paper 1 

took it, that it was pretty good authority, from the correctneſa 
ua! with which debates are generally ſet forth in it. Mr, Woodfall 


- as 


lan given a much better account of them than I could; and I have 
ub- found many things in his paper which eſcaped my recollection. 


information.—But now that the motion is authentically before the 
Houſe, I find it differs a little with reſpe& to the words, but 
nothing in the ſubſtance z what is it? it is a general reſolution, 
ſetting forth a general idea, and does not promiſe any thing; yet 
Mr. Fitt has given the parliament of England a longer time to con- 
ider this retolution, which in fat, binds them to nothing, than 
for = * ＋ here has given to enter into ten or eleven ſpecitc pro- 
1 OL. 1 1 | 
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poſitions ; but though it binds Great Britain to nothing, it has = 
very different effect towards Ireland. It reſolves mutual inter- 
courſe to be a benefit, but how, or when? When Ireland ſhal! 
come down with a price; the price or tribute is certain; the ad. 
yantages equivocal, and therefore I cannot agree with the right 
honourable gentleman, that this ought not now to be argued ; ** 
I think it ought to be debated and conſidered upon every hour. 
The people of Ireland aſked for protecting duties; no ſays Eng- 
land, you ſhall not have protecting duties, but when you ſtipulate 
the price you are to pay, we will give ſomething elſe. | 

The negociation began with England, and ought therefore to 
have began with the Engliſh parliament 3 but, on the contrary, - 
you are made to commence the negociation, and you agree to a 2 

ice, before you know what you are to purchaſe. This is un- 
like the dealing between man and man; for who ever went to 2 
Lair or a market, and ſaid, here, I'll give you, Sir, ſo much money, 

and now tell me what I am to get in return ? 1 

Sir, the people of this country wanted protection for her trade, 
and I am inclined to think that protection would be an advantage, 
and that the community of market will be a diſadvantage.—If by 
a non-importation agreement Great Britain ſuffered, and Ireland 
received benefits, then it is clear that community of market will 
be of ſervice to Great Britain, and a difadyantage to Ireland; 
and yet, Sir, Ireland is called upon to pay for that diſadvantage j 
now, Sir, ſee what were the reſolutions entered into by Great 
Britain on the 12th of December, 1779. 

1ft, *© That the kingdom of Ireland, by its affection and loyal- 
ty, is intitled to a participation of every benefit of trade which this 8 
country poſleſſes.” Here there is not a word of ſtipulation, 
price to be paid on our part; very well. A ſecond reſolution 
opened the market for our woollens and our wool, a third for our ñſ 
glaſs manufacture, a fourth gave liberty to trade with the Britiſh 
colonies in the Weſt Indies and Africa; our trade to the reſt of 
the world we had a right to as an independent nation z ſo that br 0 
the whole we can now get is the direct trade with 1 hei- i 
ſelf; and indeed, Sir, upon this head I agree with Mr. Pitt, when 
he faid, that conſidering what had before been given, very little 
indeed remained at preſent to give. I agree with him alſo, that ii 
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never can be ſuppoſed that Ireland, poor as it is, and young in | 1 
manufacture, can ever rival England eſtabliſhed in trade and 
rich in capital, and which at preſent is enabled to underſell us in 
our market. And I cannot help obſerving the contraſt between 
the miniſters of England and the public othcers in this kingdom : 
_ theſe aſſertions of Mr. Pitt, are, in Great Britain, taken for marks 

of his wiſdom and integrity, yet when made uſe of here, are con- 
ſidered as ariſing — <4 and deſign, Such ignorant and pe- 
tulent expreſſions however I do not regard, 9 
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4% orth the price we offer. If the parliament of both kingdoms 
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2 — 3 ought firſt to ſay what it was willing to relinquiſh 
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tc. Coram v.---Sir, 1 little expected when that right honour- 
e gentleman roſe, that he would have confined himſelf to the 
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5 Piſite, had been hitherto denied. 
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Now, think it would have been much more prudent, that this 
Wfineſs ſhould have originated with the Engliſh parliament ; ifa 


make conceſſions to a weak one, ſure! the 


Wd upon what terms, rather than that the weak. which could not 


ſuppoſed to compel acquieſcence, ſhould dictate to the ſtrong. 
t i have no idea that England has any conceſſions to make, 


ree to the propoſitions, I ſhall be ſatisfied; but if the Britiſh 
liament ſhould reject them, I for one, will not be very willing 


ard a quarrel with Great Britain for what I think of very 


le uſe, and when 1t is remembered that a week's time has 
en given to conſider a general propoſition, though we had 
dly heard eleven reſolutions before we were called upon to 
tee to them, | think it very well worth gentlemen's while to 
aſider the buſineſs maturely. 


e words of a reſolution moved in the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 


, and which every gentleman's private intelligence had al- 
My furniſhed. No, Sir, I was in expectation that he would 
copied the example of the Engli 


miniſter, and that he 
going to give us that information which, though ſo eſſentially 


vould aſk the right honourable gentleman for what I aſked him 
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before, which I was precluded from receiving by the culpa- 
"RE precipitancy with which the buſineſs was hurried through the 


parliament. I aſked him before for papers which have fince 
n laid before the Engliſh parliament. Why was this infor- 


rion given in Great britain, and why was it denied to Ireland? 


be refuſal of thoſe papers, and of neceſſary information, was a 
dſs omiſſion, if not an unpardonable negle&. Sir, I ſhall 
pw beg leave to read (as part of my ſpeech) a paper, which [I 
ieve will be deemed authentic; it is ſigned by the Speaker of 
Engliſh Houſe of Commons, and purports to be the votes of 
at aſſembly. | 
{ He then read from the Engliſh journals, an account of Mr. 
's having laid before the parliament of Great Britain, by his 
zjeſty's command, the addreſs and propoſitions of the Iriſh 
dufe of Commons, together with ſeveral papers relating to the 
h exports and imports; he alſo read that the proper officer 
I laid before the Houſe papers relative to the Engliſh exports 
I imports.] | | 5 
4 have this information of the proceedings of the Britiſh parlia- 


nt, from an honoutable baronet, [Ar Edward Newenham} 


oſe earlieſt and moſt authentic intelligence cannot be doubted, 
| E 2 * ' ' 138 ' 
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and which, had it been attended to, would have proved of ſervice \ 3 
to this country. i 
He then defired the clerk to read an extract from the Iriſh ri 
Journals, which he did, purporting that ſeveral motions had been i 
made for papers relative to our trade, and which he had had the 
— to move, but which had uniformly paſſed in the ne. 
tive. ä % 
dos Sir, from hence it is evident, that Mr. Pitt has given 
that information to the Engliſh parliament which has been refuſed 
to us; 1am ſorry to ſee the parliament of this kingdom hood 
- winked, and led blind-fold to the paſſing reſolutions, which ate 5 
to ſettle your trade for ever. I have ſeen one of the ſevereſi 
libels on the Irith parliament publiſhed in a Britiſh news-paper, 
truly ſtating the manner in which the Houſe had refuſed the infor-. 
mation ſo deſired z and I declare as a member, I bluſh at ſuch a 
conduct. I by no means think this a ſubject upon which we ought "RP 
to fit ſilent, though I equally now as on a former day want the 
neceſſary information. The miniſters have no reſpe& for the RC 
people neither within doors, nor without; the parliament 1; 0 
abuſed, the people are abuſed, and no part of the kingdom i; 
conſulted ; conceſſions are talked of in the navigation act ; I cal! 
upon the Right Honourable Secretary, I call upon the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer to ſay, when the ad of trade was on, why 7 
he did not bring forward our Eaſt India trade; I call upon then 
to ſay, how the navigation act affects us? I call upon them to * 
ſtate whether they have any ſyſtem for our Eaſt India trade, and 1 
what laws there are now exiſting which are an advantage or diſadl- 
Vantage to the trade of this kingdom ? 2 


Mr. BexesrorD ſaid it was impoſſible for the Houſe to have 8 


= md & = © 


8 


ot the information required, as there was no proper officer to S 
urniſh it in this kingdom. As to a libel publiſhed in England by A 
ſome ignorant fellow, he was perfectly eaſy about it. » 


The order of the day was called for. 


Mr. Coxsv,—Sir, 1 riſe to make a motion, and I will ſpea: 
with all the moderation I am able; and this fide of the Houſe is A 
not deficient in moderation. Whenever I have a queſtion to bring 
forward, I am not eaſily to be driven from it; other men may Y 
ſkulk behind the order of the day, behind parliamentary form, nl 
behind large majorities z they may regard form more than ſub- 
ſtance, but I will not be beaten out of a queſtion of great mag- MF 
pitude, (not leſs than the buſineſs of ſupply) by the pitiful tub- 
terfuge of calling for the order of the day, and of more importance 
than the buſine ſꝭ of ſupply, which is the order of the day, becau'« Ru 
it is faally to bind this country for ever. Sir, concetlions ace Bl 
1 
'V 
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talked of; conceſſions in the navigation act; Sir, I ſay the navi- Wl 
cation act never injured us, no, it was the mi ſconſtruction of that ll 
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ad; I will never accept as a favour what I can claim as my right; 
ice the 12th of Car. 2. c. 18. is in force in England, it is in force 

Jia Ireland, we have adopted the very words of it, even by refer- 
rih ring to the Engliſh law. 1 ſhall therefore move you, That the 
een identical fame words in the Engliſh and Iriſh ſtatute, ought to 
the have the identical ſame conſtruction in both kingdoms,” 
ne. The order of the day was again called for. 
ren Mr. Coxxy.—Sir, I conſider the calling for the order of the 
aſed day, as the higheſt diſteſpect to parliament and to the kingdom; 
od Rand I conceive miniſters, who could be capable of ſkulking thus 
ars ftom a conſtitutional queſtion, as men not fit to — a king- 
ereſt © dom; as men, who conſult neither the ſervice of the crown nor 
per, of the ſubject: for my part, I do not feel it as a perſonal diſre- 
fol · ſpect; no, ſo inconſiderable an individual as myſelf cannot expect 
cha to attract the notice of miniſters; but it is a diſteſpect to the 
ugn people and to the conſtitution, as well as to the freedom of par- 
| EF liamentary diſcuſſion ; and I call upon the people to mark this 
- the 5 1 1 conduct. 


it b Ae was called to order. 
| call 1 Mr. Cox Ry. — Who calls me to order? Have I not a right to 


ello; call upon the people to look into the conduct of miniſters. Iam 
not to be intimidated by ſuch a pitiful ſubterfuge, by this trick 


+ wa, of order; no, I am not afraid; the people have been abuſed, the 
a Eaſt India buſineſs has been hid from them, the navigation act has 
ang not been explained to them, and if I am deſired, I know how, and 


"XX againſt whom to make a charge. 


Mr. Bus ur ſaid he would adviſe the gentleman to conſult the 
: 32 ſtatute, 12 Geo, 3. 


hare 
er to Mr. Coxxy.—Sir, I ſhould be ſorry to riſe or mention the 
nd by navigation act, without having conſidered all the navigation laws. 


1 I know the 12th. Geo. 3. and I challenge gentlemen to come for- 
ward, and I will meet them upon it, if they are not afraid of the 
; ground on which they ſtand. 

ſpea 2 
zuſe is 


3 The order of the day was then carried, and the Houſe went 
bring 


into a committee on the ſtamp- act. 1 


n may 3 The ATTorNey GENERAL moved that every news-paper 
form, which was printed in three columns, ſhould pay for every adver- 
n ſub- i riſement 18. 4d. and for every ten lines over the firſt ten lines 
mas g. 4d. and every paper of two columns, 28. and every paper of 
il — K one column 4s. for the firſt ten lines and every ten lines over. 

* x Sir EDWaADP NEwEN NAM objected in general to all the ſtamp 


* 


duties, particularly thoſe on news- papers and advertiſements. He 


ons ate : | 
. RE obſerved, that the taxcould not be preductive of muc h revenue z 


> navi- al 
of that 1 
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it was only brought in by the grand financier of taxation, to an. 
nihilate the poſſibility of county freeholders, from knowing tho 

ſituation of their affairs. He knew the futility of dividing again 
determined majorities z therefore was content with giving his ne- Ing 
gative to every iota of ſtamp duties, 1 


Mr. Axruun Browne expatiated on the abſurdity of a ta 
which could not be productive of any thing, but the Aion ẽ 
of the liberty of the preſs : He obſerved, that this tax was ſolely ' 
extended to prevent the opinions of county meetings to be made 
public; e then moved that 6d, be inſerted in the room of is. 


The queſtion on the Attorney Gencral's motion was put, and 
paſſed without a diviſion, | 


Sir Fx AN CIS HUTCH1iNSON objected to raiſing the ſtamp on 
inſtitutions to livings of from 100l. to 200l. yearly, from 21. to 8 
3]. and on all livings of 20ol. yearly and upwards, to 6l, as very i 
oppreſſive to the clergy, and tending to prevent that gradual pro- n 
motion in the church which is a great encouragement to merit, but 
the clauſe paſſed in the affirmative. 


* 
— 
— * — — 


Tnuks par, Maxcn, 3, 1785. * 


An officer from the Pilot- office preſented to the Houſe purſuant 
to order, a report from the Pilot- office committee. 5 


An officer from St. Thomas's pariſh preſented to the Houſe, r 
urſuant to their order, an account of watch money collected 
for the maintenance of the watch in St. Thomas's pariſh, and 
the number of perſons employed in faid department, and the e- 
a thereof, for the two years, ending the 25th day of March 3 
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Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill, for the more A 4 
effectually regiſtering of freeholders, and that Mr, O'Hara, Mr. 
Griffith, and Mr. Archdall do prepare and bring in the ſame. * 


. i img, 7 
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Ordered, That the treafurers of the different counties and coun» i 
ties of cities, do return to this Houſe, an account of ſuch pre- 
ſentmente as have been reſpectively made in their differcnt coun- 
ties, for building and repairing the public gaols, from the iſt of 
January 1982, to the iſt of january laſt, 


A petition of Robert Neſbitt and company, praying aid topro- 
mote the trade of curing and exporting of red herrings, was pre» 
ſented to the Houſe and read, 2 1 
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XZ The Pight Howourable the CHanceLLoR of THE Excue- 
oer preſented to the Houſe, acording to order, a bill for grant- 
Ing to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceffors, the ſeveral duties 
herein mentioned upon coffee. 


ta: 8 Alſo, a bill for explaining and amending an ac, intitled, an 
tion act for regulating the corn trade, promoting agriculture, and 
lely ' Providing a —_ and ſteady ſupply of corn in this king- 
nade om. : t ; 
. ge 
Alſo, a bill for granting the ſum of four thouſand pounds, for 
and e purpoſes therein mentioned, and for continuing the ſeveral 
WM uties granted by an act intitled, an ad for continuing the en- 
p on Pouragement given by former acts of parliament to the flaxen and 
|. to Pempen manufactures; which were received and read the firſt 
very ime, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow morn- 
pro- ng | 
* X Several bills received a ſecond reading and were committed. 
Mr. HoLmes mentioned the humane attention of the Houſe laſt 
eſſion, which had in ſome meaſure called upon him to intro- 
Nuce a bill for the relief of inſolvent debtors wha were in actual 
Fuſtody, and many of whom were ſtarving in gaol. The Houfe 
bad agreed to the bill, but it had been diſcovered to be defective 
uant | i in the Houſe of Lords, and by them thrown out: however, the 


Lords were pleaſed to approve of the principle, though they re- 
Je cted the bill; and the law Lord, who preſides in that Houſe, 
uſe, mentioned that he would direct the judges to prepare one againſt 
Qed chis ſeſſion, that their wiſdom and experience might prevent the 
errors which were found in that propoſed by him; for his part, 

he ſaid, ſo the wretched had relief, he did not care how it was 


# 
0 
4 [5 
1 Ly 
£ +Þ 
i. 
73 U 
— 
_”. i 
_. 
, 2 
1 * | 


urch 


procured; but that bill had not yet, he underſtood, been brought 

into the Houſe of Lords, and if it was not ſpeedily introduced, 
be could not give up his object, but would certainly take an op- 

= A portunity for moving for leave to bring in a bill himſelf for thoſe 


mi ſerable helpleſs creatures. 


— 
r 
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The Right Honourable the SCR ET ANY or STATE offered 2 
WE petition from ſeveral reſpectable perſons in Cork, relative to the 
additional duty propoſed upon herrings. He ſaid he had ſeveral 
private letters on the ſubject, and they all concurred, that if the 
importation on herrings were prohibited, it would be the ruin of 
che victualling trade, as it would be impoſſible for them to pro- 
cure a ſufficient quantity of their own herrings for the purpoſe, 
= | The Swedes would not, if this duty took effeR, ſend us any more 
RE berrings, but on the contrary, would ſend them to the iſland of 
St. Bartholomew. A right honourable gentleman had been re- 
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ported to have ſtated, he hoped the news-printer was miſtaken, k | | 
that great quantities of herrings came from abroad, was unpacked * 
at Cork, afterward re-ſhipped, and received the bounty, as if they 


were Iriſh herrings; this had greatly alarmed the merchants of 
Cork, who were ready to prove that this was by no means the 
caſe: He moved that the petition he now received, 


Mr. Fos rx ſaid he was ſorry to oppoſe the reception of any 
paper brought in by the right honourable gentleman, b 

a petition againſt a tax, and could not be received, agreeable to 
the orders of the Houſe, 


The SECRETARY or STATE ſtated the ſubſtance of the pe. 
tition z he acknowledged the conſtant rule of parliament, but 


denied that this was a petition againſt a tax; no, it was matter 


of mere reformation, and the prayer defired no more than that the 
petition be taken into conſideration. 


The Right Honourable WILLIAM B. Coxvxcua oppoſed 
the petition : He ſaid he had not ſaid that the Swediſh herrings 


were imported into Cork, and re-ſhipped, receiving the bounty as if = 


Triſh herrings; no, but he faid that veſſels from all countries 


bringing mixed cargoes, brought herrings alſo, which they did . 


not unſhip, but which lay on board, and were afterwards carried 
to the Weſt Indies and ſold as Iriſh herrings; he had laid no blame 
on the merchants of Cork, but if they were compelled to put in 2 
capital in the fiſhing company, and that they would eſpouſe the 


fiſheries, he was certain not an herring need be imported. Since 
the tax had been laid upon them, this country had ſucceeded; 


4 
*,Y 


the Iriſh importation uſed to be 30 or 40,000 barrels, and the 


exportation of Iriſh herrings were not above 2 or 3000 ; whereas © 
pur exportation was now above 6009 barrels, and our importation 2 
amounted to 24,000. He complained of the coopers of Cork, 
who for the advantage of 28. a barrel, compelled all herrings ® 
brought there to be unpacked and packed again by them. 8 
The SECRETARY Or STATE ſaid he never heard this of the 5 bi 
Coopers, nor could he believe it; he obſerved, this tax had paſſ- 


ed the committee without any evidence being laid before them, 


that there was a ſufficient ſupply without importing. 


The queſtion was then put, that the petition be received, and v 


paſſed in the negative, 


Mr. Cox xx aſked the Right Honourable Secretary. had he any 1 
ſyſtem relative to our Eaſt India trade to propoſe to the Houſe. 
Mr. Ox pe ſaid he was ſurpriſed that gentlemen ſhould repeat this 
queſtion, although he declared he intended to bring on the buſi- 
neſs as ſoon as he had materials; he ſaid Great Britain muſt firii 
make many regulations before he could poſſibly prepare any ſy!» 
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en, en; and as foon as he could he would lay them before the 


ed Niouſe. 
ber Mr. Cox x x ſaid if the right honourable gentleman had laſt night 
| N | made him this anſwer, he would have been ſatisfied with the man; 

—_— e had no wiſh to impute cenſure to thoſe who did not merit it; 

but though he was fatisfied with the man, he was not fatisfied 

any rich the meaſure; he did not ſee what reaſon there was why 
was pe ſhould wait, upon ſuch important buſineſs, for regulations 
to From Great Britain, eſpecially at a time when our commercial 
gegulations were on foot. All the articles which we get from the 

pe. Faſt Indies, we pay for in hard gold, though were we to eſtabliſh 
but trade there, we might interchange our commodities in return 
eter Por what we ſhould receive, If therefore the ſyſtem was not 
the oon introduced, he would on a future day move the Houſe for a 
eommittee to take into conſideration our Eaſt India trade. 
Mes Mr. Benesronp ſaid he hoped he would not make any ſuch 
:noy motion; as the committee, if appointed, could do nothing, and 
an,” hat any ſteps which ſhould be taken before the buſinels was 
rie: brought properly before them, would be premature. 

dd Mr. Fos re moved that the committee of ways and means be 
ried empowered to receive a clauſe, to compel all keepers of coffee- 
ame pouſes to take out a licence, for which one ſhilling and no more 
ina mall be demanded, which was agreed to. 


| England. 


Mr. Gz1yr1TH oppoſed the additional duty on port wine 


0 taking place before June next. No nation, he ſaid, ſhould act from 
prejudice or paſſion, and the beſt reaſon for judging of either the 
conduct of a nation or an individual, was by confidering what 


was for their intereſt: He conceived it was the intereſt of Por- 
tugal to receive our woollens z they accepted the woollens of 
England, which made a monopoly in their market, and con- 
ſequently raiſed the price on the conſumer ;z whereas, if the Iriſh 


WF woollens were admitted, there would be a competition, and the 
price would fall; he was for giving Portugal time to think, and 
W when ſhe ſaw we were determined ſhe would cool, and conſult 
her intereſt 3 but if we wound her pride, ſhe would retaliate, 
and in return prohibit our camblets ; it was deſigned to ſerve our 


merchants, but this would injure them z many of them had large 
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contracts in Portugal, and if this additional duty was to take place 

before June, they would be obliged either to loſe their contracts, to 
or to ſend their wines to England, or eiſewhere. A capital cam- 
blet manufacturer had diichargedall his men in conſequence of thiz 


regulation z beſides our merchants were now ſending orders to 
Liverpool, Briſtol, and other you for all the port wine they can 
procure ; thus the Engliſh market will become of moment to Por- 
tugal, and our market will be looked on as inconſidetable 3 thus 
it would have directly a contrary effect; it would injure the 
merchant inſtead of ſerving him; it would enrage the pride of 
Portugal, and it would render our market of leſs conſequence with 
her than ever. Seeing it was the intereſt of Portugal to take our 
manufaQuures, he was at a loſs to account for her refuſal : He could | 
not ſuſpect the men in adminiſtration, many of whom he had an 
high reſpect for; he could not think they would be baſe enough 8 
to undermine the intereſt of their country, though this matter 
really appeared ſtrange. He therefore was for giving Portugal "8 
time to conſider and fee her errors; and with reſpe to taking off 8 
the additional duty of the Madeira wines, it operated againſt 
every principle of laying one on port; for if the tax was to be 
compulſory, it ought to be conſiſtent, and the whole produce f 
Portugal ſhould be prohibited at once; beſides it ended our 
Spaniſn market by ſubſtituting Madeira inſtead of ſherry; he men- 
tioned that he heard the Chamber of Commerce had intended to 
petition againſt this duty, but were afraid that it would be tejed - 
ed, and they would not chuſe that the Iriſh parliament ſhould | way 
differ from the Iriſh merchants in opinion. 8 
Mr. Fos Tex ſaid the reaſon the additional duty was taken off 
the Madcira wines, was becauſe that iſland did receive our ma- 
nufactures. | 


Mr. Gairriru thought then the bill ſhould go further, aud 
moved an amendment, that the ſmall duty ſhould continue only 
- 1o long as Madeira continued to receive our manufactures.“ » 


Mr. Fos 1ER objeQed to this as creating a ſuſpicion that Ma- 
deira would retule our manufaQtures, and he was alſo againſt Wl 
letting Fortugal know that Madeira did receive them, for fear ſhe ä 
would prevent her. 1H 


Mr. Gairrirn faid he would not preſs his opinion, all he A 
wiſhed was, that the meaſure might appear to be conſiſtent. i 


Mr. Cox x adverted to the preſent mode of bringing in diſtin 
bills tor every diſtin object; he ſaid he would not now debate 
the matter as the Houſe was thin, but would make a motion, in 
order to ſhew it was taken notice of, and he would when the 
Houſe was fuller, agitate the queſtion more at large. 
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de 4 y He then moved, that a clauſe for granting the ſum of 2, oool. 
to the charter-ſchool ſociety, be inſerted in that bill. 
\ XX Vpon which the Houſe divided, 


lis Y | * Ayes — 9 2280 9 
in A petition of Jonathan Morton Pleydell, of Feignmouth, in 
rthe county of Devon, and kingdom of Great Britain, Eſq; was 


us preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that petitioner's 


he father being at his death ſeized in his demeſne as of fee of cer- 
of tain lands, in the counties of Cavan and Meath in this kingdom, 
th aid by his will, deviſe the ſaid lands to petitioner, but by miſtake 
ur "mitted to give petitioner a power to make leaſes of the ſame, 
1d nd praying the Houſe to interfere in petitioner's behalf. 

oh lt was ordered that no petitions for private bills be received 
> ter Friday the 25th inſtant. 

al "EE Ordered, that leave be given to bring in a bill for extending 
off he proviſions, of an act paſſed in this kingdom, in the fifth year 
nſt 7 of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, an act for erecting 
de and eſtabliſhing public infirmaries or hoſpitals in this kingdom, 
of and that the Honourable Richard Hely Hutchinſon and Mr, Maſon 
an ao prepare and bring in the ſame. 


9 ; 4 Ordered, that the proper officer do lay before this Houſe, an 
account of the quantity of herrings imported into this kingdom, 
uld from the 25th March 1975, to the 25th March 1784, as likewiſe 

the quantity re-exported, and the quantity of Iriſh herrings ex- 
of ported, dittinguiſhing each year, 


va- 
ly FRIDAY MARCH 4, 1785. 

1 8 Mr. O'Hara preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a 
aa. vin for the more effectually regiſtering freeholders 3 which was 


inſt A received and read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
be ime on Monday the 11th of April next. 


hs 1 2 The bill for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the bet- 
eer payment of the army and their quarters within this kingdom, 
as read the third time, and ordered to the Lords. 


Several money bills were read a ſecond time. 


= Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill, purſuant to 
the prayer of the petition of Jonathan Morton Pleydell, Eſq; and 


1 PARLIAMENTARY 


that the Right Honourable the Attorney General, the Solicitor 3 3 | 
General, and Mr, Corry do prepare and bring in the ſame. 4 4 | 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill to prevent the 
practice of ſeducing artificers and manufactutets from this king- = 
dom, into parts beyond the ſeas, and that the Right Honourable 
the Attorney General and the Solicitor General do prepare and ü 
bring in the ſame. | % 


The order of the day being read, for the ſecond reading of 
Mr. Rowley*s bill for better preſerving the independence of par- 
hament, it was accordingly read a ſecond time; the principal 
part of it was a declaration upon the oath and the honour of the 

rſon elected, that he had not expended any money for acquir. a. 
ing a ſeat in parliament. | = 


As ſoon as the bill had received a ſecond reading, Mr. Rowley 
moved, that it be committed. 


Mr. BzownLow,—l am as much a friend to parliamentary 
reform as any man, and I think it is highly neceſſary; but, how- 
ever reluctantly, I muſt oppoſe this bill, as not going far enough, 
and as holding out to the public, that ſomething has been done, 
when it does nothing, and cannot remedy the evil. The bill iz 
not calculated to anſwer the purpoſe which it is apparently in- 
tended to effect, that is, the real independence of the Houſe. 

In the proſecution of this queſtion, I ſhall be compelled to 
ſpeak in a manner which the orders of this Houſe do not certainly 
warrant z that is, I muſt ſpeak as if ſeats in parliament were | 
bought and ſold. As the country is now ſituated, many bo- 
roughs have properly no. eleCtors ; they are the property of gen- 
tlemen who look upon them as part of their chattles; and if we 
ſhould prevent their ſelling their nomination, what would be the 
conſequence lt is well known that the repreſentatives of ſuch 
boroughs are frequently men of the moſt independent ſpirit, and ü 
the greateſt political ability, totally unconnected with, and un- 
influenced by the perſons from whom they have procured their re- 
turn: but if the preſent bill takes place, the perſons who have 
the patronage of boroughs will endeavour to recompence them- i 
fclve:, and, for that purpoſe, have two perſons returned who 
thall be their own creatures and entirely dependent upon them, or al 
perhaps apply to the miniſter of the day, and leave the nomination Wi 
to him, and then the public ſhall pay the price of the ſeat, for the 

erlon who thus miſrepreſents them, and not the individual; ane 
in either cate, the remedy would be more intolerable than the 
diſeaſe. I confeſs 1 am better pleaſed, to ſee gentlemen in pa- 
liament the repreſentatives of their own money, than a few per- RE 
ſons bound neck and heels to obey the directions of their maſters, RE 
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am only ſpeaking of what will hereafter come to paſs, and not 
of the preſent times. : 
he have the higheſt reſpe& for the right honourable gentleman 
3 IE who moved the bill, and I am certain that he was aQtuated by the 
vle beſt and pureſt intentions of reform; but, in my apprehenſion, 
nd he has miſtaken the means; and I think the beſt mode of ſhew- 
ing my reſpect to the right honourable gentleman, is, the time I 
5 have choſen for this oppoſition, it being the practice generallx, 
, EZ when the principle is to be oppoſed, to ſtate the objections to it 
on the ſecond reading; for if it were to be permitted to go to a 
h committee, my motion then muſt be, that the chairman leave 
the chair, as I apprehend that no benefit can reſult to the public 
"EEwhile the nomination of members continues upon its preſent foun- 
dation. When any radical and ſubſtantiated reform is brought 
ley forward, it hall have my utmoſt ſupport ; but, as this bill does 
ot offer any ſuch, I muſt be againſt its being committed. 


ry Mr. RowLey.,—The principle of the bill has been much miſ- 
taken. It is to prevent the ſhameful traffic of ſeats in parlia- 
ment, which is a diſgrace to it, and a ſhame to the nation. The 
fair way would be to let the bill go to the committee, where every 

| is geatleman would be at liberty to ſtate his objections, and amend 
in- It to his mind. I have done my beſt to qualify this bill, ſo as to 


* 


BY Ftisfy gentlemen on all ſides of the Houſe, and I am ſurpriſed 


to That any friend to reform ſhould oppoſe it. I, however, know the 
fly intent of the right honourable gentleman, who, though he now 
ere oppoſes me, has frequently united with me in oppoſing meaſures 


en- 3 1 Houſe the repreſentatives of the people, and not elected from a 
we 2 gambling table. 
— 3 5 Mr. WARREN.—From the concurrent ſentiments of the dif- 


IRE ferent members of this Houle, it is evident that a majority think 
ſome reform neceſſary. For my part, I hope that I ſhall not be 
RX conſidered an enemy to reform, becauſe I oppole the preſent bill. 
= 1 would ſupport any meaſure which ſhould tend to contract cor- 


ave ruption, but I do not apprehend the preſent bill to be that mea- 
m- ſure. I have a high reſpect for the right honourable member who 
= introduced the bill, but while | have the honour of a ſeat in this 


Houſe, no private teſpect ſhall aQtuate my public conduct. I 
ſhould not upon this occaſion haye ariſen, but that I had formerly 


if voted to go into a committee upon another kind of plan of reform, 
= : and it might ſeem a deviation from my principles, if I did not now 


ſtate ſome reaſon for voting againſt a bill apparently formed upon 

dhe ſame principles. It is abſurd to ſuppoſe that an oath will 

produce the reform which is expeted—as that the nominee of a 

1 proprietor of a borough will a& better than the 1 of 
, 


(L hope nv 


his own propetty.— It avarice has made men fel 
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ſuch thing has exiſted)'will they not contrive ſome method of elud- 4 * 
ing the law, and making fo themſelves a retribution ? If gentle. 
men who have never fold their boroughs, for inſtance, were to 


have their example adopted, would we be ready to confide the 
purſe of the nation to them, and permit an ariſtocratic faction to 
diQate to majeſty itſelf ? 1 am averſe to the multiplication of 


oaths, which is one of the dangers that this act induces. It was Ml 


the wiſdom of the antient republics, to prevent unneceſſary oaths. 
Does the honourable gentleman fuppoſe that an oath would have 
any influence to prevent corruption from getting into the Houſe ?— 


In my mind, it would operate as a bill to prevent virtuous mem- 


bers coming into this Houſe. 
'The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided. 
Ayes 5- <= 
Noes --.- 
Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Whaley and Mr. Henry Stewart. 
Tellers for the noes, Mr. Brownlow and Mr. Warren. 


The SzcxeTary or STATE faid he roſe to mention to the 
Houſe a circumſtance in which every gentleman muſt feel himſelf 
concerned. He had obſerved that not only the words of ſome par- 


ticular gentlemen were mifrepreſented, but words and actions were 
often attributed to them which had never occurred, He ſaid he 
could overlook the miſtakings of pardonable ignorance, but when 


L acted from evident malice, he could not ſo eaſily ſuppreſs 
i The groſs miſrepreſentations which were now _ _® 
uently made, he feared might in many caſes be attended 
with ſerious conſequences; and he inſtanced the caſe of a gentle: 
man who had very nearly loſt the favour and confidence of his 


s reſentment. 


ſo 


conſtituents, by being miſrepreſented in the papers. 


He then ſaid, that he himſelf had in many inſtances been de- -F 


ſcribed as deſerting the intereſt of his conſtituents, particularly 


in the debate of yeſterday, when he. offered a petition from a 2 
ble number of the merchants and traders of 


great and reſpecta | 
Cork on the herring buſineſs. He was repreſented as ſpeaking 
for a full hour, though he knew and confeſſed the petition could 
not be received. He did acknowledge that he had exerted his abi- 
lities, ſuch as they were, in ſupport of his conſtituents intereſts, 
but he had not ſpoken for an hour, nor had he ſuppoſed, much 
leſs acknowledged, that the petition he offered could not be re- 
ceived, for that petition went to the objects of regulation and 
drawback, and was therefore, he thought, perfectly in time. 
He alſo took notice of the manner in which he had been miſ- 
repreſented, when he laid before the Houſe the petition of the 
hatters of Cork; and he gave notice to the perſons, if they were 
within hearing, who had ſo unfairly deſcribed his words and ac- 
tions, that if they did not confeſs the miſtepreſentation, he would 
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4 A ve them called to the bar, to be dealt with in the manner the 


2 uſe ſhould think proper. This, he ſaid, he would alſo do 


day miſcepreſentation hereafter took place, though it were 


laſt day of the ſeſſion, and he would have the matter revived 
e firſt day of the ſeſſion enſuing. 


"RE Mr. Connxvy,—l have met with my ſhare of miſrepreſentation 
"Hom the news-papers. I have been ſtated as having, on a former 
caſion, ſaid that the Houſe had not authority to commit a printer 
& contempt; an aſſertion which no perſon will ſuppoſeme igno- 
t enough to make. I have been taſked with a frequency of 
ig queſtions; however, ſince I am up, I will give an evidence 
che truth of that declaration, by aſking one more queſtion, 
on which I mean to ground a motion, namely, how ſhips are 
itered in this conntry, under the navigation act? 
r. Bears roap.— They are regiſtered in Dublin, at the 
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"Wſtom-houſe, and in the country by the different collectors. 


1 Y Mr. Coxxv.—Then I move, © that the proper officer do lay 
ore this Houſe, an account of all ſhips regiſtered in this 
"Wuntry, as the property of Britiſh ſubjects.“ —Ordered accord- 
8 . ly. 


- bs . . 
Mr. Corry.—I now give notice, that I ſhall to-morrow take 
0 TUE liberty to ſtate my opinion of the navigation act. 


« 
: 

* 

7 
4 


v 


A petition of the ſeveral inhabitants and landholders adjoining 
and in the neighbourhood of the high road on the north ſtrand, 
> ding from Ballybough bridge to the river or brook called the 
"Ianniken, on the ſaid north ſtrand, in the county of Dublin, 

Aying aid towards ſecuring the ſaid road from the damage occa- 
dned thereto, from time to time, by the force of the ſea in the 


cheir council againſt veſting any 3 in any perſons but 
1 harbour of Dublin. 
Right Honourable Jon BZAESTORD.— As | brought in the pe- 
ion for the regulations alluded to in the petition preſented by the 
naourable gentleman, it is neceſſary I ſhould ſay a word upon 
eis occaſion; and firſt, Sir, I declare, that no man would be 
her from offering an affront to the corporation of the city, or 
any of the | a who compoſe it than I would; but | can- 
"Ot lee how they can reaſonably take offence at my preſenting 
IF petition from a numerous and teſpectable body of the merchants 
= this city, men who certainly are as much intereſted in the har- 
aur as any other perſons whatſoever, having no leſs a property 
han 11,009 tons of ſhipping at ſtake. 


64 PARLIAMENTARY 


I underſtand, Sir, that the corporation of the city, after three © bat 
days endeavours, has at laſt muſtered as many perſons as ate .A me 
neceſſary to do buſineſs ; they have muſtered 40 out of 1 30, and Y -4 
from them has been forwarded this petition, grounded on a d 
apprehenſion, which has coſt ſome — much pains to inſinuate, aca 
that gentlemen mean to ſtop the improvement of the harbour, 
and to throw marks · of diſreſpe& upon the corporation. Hou 


I, Sir, was the firſt perſon to declare my diſapprobation « 


- XY 


the mode in which the works of the harbour have been of © Wnt 
late years carried on, and though gentlemen did not at once ado r 
my opinion on the ſubjeQ, I have the pleaſure to find that eve. | 
ry one concurs with me. As ! thought that the fund for tha oo 
uſeful work was miſapplied, | took ſome pains to inveſtigate th: a 
ſubject, and ſhall briefly mention to the Houſe the reſult of m h 
enquiry = I 
y an act of Queen Anne, the Ballaſt-office was empowered 8 
to raiſe a certain tax upon ſhipping, for the purpoſe of cleanſing pe 
and improving the harbour of Dublin, and it is their duty W "8 1 
raiſe all ballaſt from ſuch places as ſhall beſt tend to deepen te t 
channel, and throw out all ballaſt in ſuch places as ſhall be lest . 
injurious ; but fo far have the officers been from attending to their 
duty, that by making holes in improper places, frequent and r 
much damage has been done to ſhipping, (for very lately three r 
veſſels broke their backs) or by ſhovelling the gravel from the y 
banks on the fides of the harbour, they have not at all contri- * \ 
buted to deepen the channel. Nay, they have ſuffered veſſel Ive 
to be ballaſted with ſtreet dirt, paying no attention whatſoevr 7 
to the harbour. This I myſelf have ſeen within the preſent week. p 
By the act of Queen Anne, the Ballaſt-office is directed to» "Wha: 
account once in every three years before the privy-council 3 hov er 
that duty has been performed we ſhall ſee. Some time ago this ů Z 
Houſe having voted a ſum of money to the Ballaſt-offtice, toward: te 
carrying on the ſouth wall, conditioned that the office ſhould 2 een 
account ſatisfactorily before the privy- council, as directed 
the act of Queen Anne; what happened I may tate, as the coui- 3 ; 


cil acted as an open court. A committee was appointed, hic 
after the cloſeſt inveſtigation of the matter, and examining er 
dence on oath, did report, that the Ballaſt-office had not regular; 
accounted for the revenue ariſing from the tax on ſhipping. Wi 
In the laſt ſeſſion a committee of this Houſe undertook the eu- 
quiry, but with no better ſucceſs than the privy-council ; 2d 
nally, the commiſſioners of impreſt accounts have, by act of pa- 
liament, been directed to ſift the matter to the bottom; but I ca- 
not ſee in their report any ſatisfactory anſwer to the queition, 
of how this vaſt revenue has been expended, tf 
In the year 1748 the ſouth wall was begun; from that to tht 11 
year 1753, being a ſpace of hve years, the office expended up- S | 
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= ards of goool. on the work. Had they gone on from that 
ne to the preſent, which is upwards of thirty years, at the 
ing me rate, they would have expended by this time above 54,0001. 
11 nd with the aids that parliament has granted, might have com- 
ite, eated the harbour; but from the year 1753 to the preſent hour 
ur, ey have expended of the Ballaſt-ofice revenue upon the har- 

our but 4000l. the reaſon was, that in the year 1753 parli- 


of ent had granted in aid of that revenue 10, oool. and at diffe- 
nt times fince have made that ſum up to 58, oool. ſo that thou 
oe parliamentary grants might be app ied to the works certainly 
* more than 4000l. of the Ballaſt- office revenue was applied 
h: them, though that revenue amounts to upwards of 4ogol. a 
the Par. Upon this ſtatement, therefore, I think that the merchants 
my hd are deſirous of taxing themſelves for the improvement of 
e harbour, have ſome ground for wiſhing to have the tax placed 
red the hands of different men from thoſe who have at preſent the 
ſing Pperintendance of the Ballaſt- office. 
45 .. Harri ev ſaid the right honourable gentleman had ſet 
+ t with _—— that three days had been ſpent in endeavour- 
b n- to collect aſuthcient number of perſons to perform a corporate 
12 and ſeemed to infer from thence, that the citizens were not 
b —.— — ſupporting the petitioners z but he reminded the 
d. r ponoura le gentleman that the ſame thing took place every 
in that Houſe, upon the: moſt t 10! 
. n important queſtiona, and yet 
1 my unwilling to infer from thence, that gentlemen were 
eve * to the perſormance of theit parliamentary duty. 
*; _ ” right honourable gentleman had alſo pointed out negligence 
* pe 9 the buſineſs of the Ballaſt-· office; but he would aſk 
b dat right oa par gentleman in what department thoſe officers 
hi; — 7 15 ound who never neglected their duty? 
10 > _ was not prepared to anſwer as to the accounts; but 
= N ted not whenever they ihould be inveſtigated, the citizens 
4a d 3 to have acted with integrity. 
RE The Rrcoxper.—The commiſſioners of 
ou accoun 
dich i ived the whole of the accounts of the ballaſt band _ - 4 
en. mation of it; and have reported, that fuch a number of books 
diere laid before them, they had not time to go through the 
ole. So ſoon as thete is time to examine them, I am convinced 
5 a the Houſe will find that the city has acted the moſt honour- 
and le and diſintereſted part, and has not miſ-expended a ſingle 
pa. enn) of the public money. | 
can- I petition was received, read, and ordered to lie on the 
tion, le. 
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SaTURDAY, Marcu G5, 1785. 


Three money bills received a third reading, and were ordered | 1 4 
to the Lords. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for continuing 
and amending ſeveral laws relating to his Majeſty's revenue, and * 
for the more effeQually preventing of frauds therein, and that 
Mr. George Ponſonby, the right honourable Mr. Beresford, the 
right honourable the Attorney General, the Solicitor General, and - 


Sir John Parnell, do prepare and bring in the ſame. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill, to make more 
effectual and beneficial the proceſs, commonly called green waz i 
proceſs, and that Serjeant Toler, and Serjeant Fitzgerald do M8 
prepare and bring in the ſame. f 


A petition of John Barclay Alloway and Barcroft Boake, of the 
city of Dublin, merchants, was preſented to the Houſe and read, 
praying to be relieved againſt the reſtrictions laid on the obtaining 
premiums on the inland carriage of corn; and that they and . 
all other dealers in corn may be put upon the footing whereon 
the flour factors now ſtand. WV 


A petition of the brewers and diſtillers of the city of Dublin, . 
praying that the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, which con- 
— malt to be ſold by meaſure may be repealed, and that it ma 

enacted, that malt ſhall hereafter be ſold by the weight of 
—_— ſtones to the barrel, was preſented to the Houſe and 


A petition of the purchaſers of old and new draperies, was 
preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, that in conſequence RM 
of the bounty granted laſt ſeſſion of parliament, to the purchaſers % 
of the ſaid manufactures, petitioners purchaſed large quantities ZE 
for exportation, to the great relief of a number of induſtrious RE 
artificers, and praying the Houſe to continue the ſaid bounties, 
and that the ſame may be extended to ſuch goods as were bought 3 I | 
in November and December laſt, on which many of the petition» 
ers omitted to put in their claims, from a preſumption that ſuch 
bounties would be continued, and alſo on ſuch goods as petition- / 
ers have purchaſed ſince. | 9 


At the requeſt of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Houſe 3 
reſolved into the grand committee of ways and means. 2 


The CHANCELLOR or THE ExCHkQUer moved © That 1 
as a further ſupply there be granted to his Majeſty, the ſum of 


E. v 1 60 
* 3 
0s. per annum, as a licenſe by every ſpirit factor, who is no 
Xa licenſed diſtiller or retailer.” : 

ed The motion was agreed to, and the Houſe having reſumed, 


the report was ordered to be received on Monday. 


Mr. CokRx.— I ſhall not now detain the Houſe, when it is ſo 
nd thin, with a ſubject of the 88 9 that 1 look upon 
at nyſelf, in a manner, pledged to bring forward, I mean the queſ- 
e ion of the act of navigation; I therefore give notice that I ſhall 

ien Monday, or Tueſday, if an opportunity 13 given me, make 
motion on that ſubject. 


ore The ChanceLLoR or THE ExcnHequer moved, for 
rave co bring in a bill for the extenſion of trade, by regulating 
do ad exempting bounties and drawbacks from all fees whatever, 

"RET his bill, ſaid he, is calculated to remove a very great grievance 

Y 4 hat in ſome caſes goes ſo far as to make the bounties and draw- 
the ecks not worth looking after; a compenſation out of duties 
ad, intended for the officers, in lieu of fees, and ſhould they exact 
1 ny hereafter, a penalty of 100l. will be enforced, and an inca- 
and 


Maecity to ſerve the crown in that or any other employment,— 
eon i geave was granted to bring in the bil. 


2, wu 


ur. Coxxy expreſſed a wiſh that the bill had gone farther, 


"4 Fre! * 
I 


lin, as to aſcertain the fees, officers of the revenue were to re- 
m. ive in all caſes; a regulation much deſired both by the officers 
na) n merchants. 
| of 24 mr | : 
and K. "I - RE —————_ — 
4 2 by 
+. 4 | Mod DA, Mach 73 1785. 
Was | 
1 * . . . 
nee Several of the money bills were read a third time and ordered 


== When the queſtion on the great money bill was put, Sir 
Edward Newenham gave it his fingle negative. gle 8 


When the tobacco bill was read, Mr. Bexzsrorb propoſed 
rider to aſcertain ports only where tobacco ſhall be landed, and 
her regulations for the benefit of his Majeſty's revenue, 

This propoſition was agreed to. 


FF Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for further con- 
rung an act, intitled an act for facilicating the trade and inter- 
2p urſc between this kingdom and the United States of America, 
2d for furthering the ſaid _ and intercourſe, and for pro- 
= 2 
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hibiting the import of tobacco not being of the growth of the 
ſaid States or of the Britiſh plantations, or Great Britain, ange 

that the Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 4 bes 
Prime Serjeant, the Right Honourable the Attorney General, Si?! 


John Parnell, Mr. Maſon, and Mr. George Ponſonby do prepare 
and bring in the ſame. - a. 
Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for the bettet -40 4 
ſupport and maintenance of the Foundling-hoſpital, and that the 
Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Prime 


Serjeant, the Right Honourable the Attorney General, Sir John 
Parnell, Mr. Maſon, and Mr. George Ponſonby do prepare and i 
bring in the ſame. : 1 


Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe, a 
account of the premiums paid for flour, wheat, oats, malt, oaten 
meal, bere, barley, and other grain, to the city of Dublin, by 
canal and land carriage, from Lady-day, 1783, to Lady-day, 
1784, diſtinguiſhing the quantity and quality of each, and allo 8” 
the ſum total of the premium paid for each. : [ 


An officer from St. Audeon's pariſh preſented to the Houſe, 
purſuant to their order, an account of the expences of the watch 
of St. Aud-on's pariſh for two years. q 


A petition of Robert Brooke, of Proſperous, in the county of 
Kildare, was preſented to the Houſe and read ; ſetting forth, 
that petitioner entered into recognizance for 50,0001. as a ſecurity 
to government for the money lent him laſt ſeſſion of parliament; 
which recognizance covering indiſcriminately the whole of his 
property, has been found bel prejudicial to him, by preventing = 
petitioner from giving neceſſary credits, or procuring partnen 
to aſſiſt and ſupport him; and praying that the town and lands of 8 
Proſperous may be accepted ſpecifically as a ſecurity to the public, 8 
in lieu of the ſaid recognizances. o- 


The Right Hon. the ATToxxey GENERAL preſented a peti- 
tion of Sir Robert Warren, Bart. James Bernard, Eſq; William 
Lord Baron Riverſdale, Sampſon Stawell, Auguſtus Warren, 
and William Cuthbert, Eſqts · ſetting forth that petitioners have 
for ſeveral years exerciſed the buſineſs of bankers in the city of 
Cork, and that from the great ſcarcity of caſh in this kingdom, 
and of the largeſums of money due to petitioners, they were under 
a neceſſity of ſtopping payment; that petitioners being deſirous- 
to ſecure to their creditors the whole of their demands, con- 
vened by public notice a very numerous and reſpectable meeting 
of the ſaid creditors, at which meeting petitioners laid certain Wl 


8 


_— 
1 
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opoſals .before them, for paying and ſecuring their ſaid debts, 
hich were unanimouſly approved of: That at a ſubſequent 

eeting petitioners laid before them a draft of a deed veſting cer- 
- a of petitioners real and perſonal eſtates in truſtecs, purſuant 
11 


a 


"Þ the propoſal, which had been ſo made and approved of at 
ce e laſt meeting, which deed was unanimouſly approved of and 
as ordered to be engroſſed and executed, and which was after- 
ards executed by your petitioners: That purſuant to act of par- 
= ment ſaid deed was laid before the Lord Chancellor, who in 
the 5 We form approved of the truſtees thereby appointed, and the 
= Ja deed was afterwards duly regiſtered: The petitioners ſince 
* | execution of the ſaid deed have complied with the terms 
and I poſed on their parts; notwithſtanding which ſeveral of 

i itioners creditors have commenced ſuits againſt your 
an Ecitioners to hurry them to immediate payment, which petition- 
ten are utterly unable to perform : That petitioners are adviſed 
by aid of parliament is neceſſary to confirm the ſaid deed and 
Ng A 1 ay ing relief. 
al rhe Ar rok N EY GENERAL ſaid as this was a matter that con- 

ned the public, the bill prayed, if admitted, ſhould not un- 
ngo a ſecond reading till after the aſſizes of Cork. 
ule, N 


ch WE The SECRETARY OF STATE ſaid he wiſhed the petition was 
* 'Y held for a few days, until he had conſulted his conſtituents, 
9 Wo were more particularly concerned in this affait; for which 
"Wrpole, he had written to ſome of the moſt intelligent and reſ- 
Etable perſons at Cork, and would probably have an anſwer 
. ' m them by Thurſday next. He deſired he might not be miſ- 
" *RE@nceived, as intending to give any ill-natured oppoſition to 
Whatever might be thought proper for the relief of the bankers ; 
bat he defired was, that it might go hand in hand with the bene- 
of their creditors. He called upon any man to ſay that he had 
er given an ill- natured oppoſitipn ; but he inſiſted that it was 
(compatible with the rules of natural juſtice, or with the rules 
= parliament, to proceed to enact a law, at the inſtance and for 
We benefit of one party, without the conſent of, or even hearing 
„other party equally concerned in the event: The Houſe, he 
a, had ever paid too much regard to private property to act in 
cha manner; and he truſted a precedent would not now be 
. He aſſured the Houſe, that people were much alarmed ata 
rnour chat ſuch a bill would be brought in, and he thought it 
Ep fonable that time ſhould be allowed to examine it minutely, 
c the public mind might be ſatisfied, as he doubted not, from 
integrity of the right honourable gentleman, it would be. 


Cone vp Sir Nicyoras LawLess declared he was a party concerned 
— his affair, yet he would not oppoſe receiving the petition, 
ertain 
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though he hoped ſufficient time would be given before it ſhould 7 | . 
be finally determined. Ko 


ay x BLAG HTA ſpoke alſo for receiving the petition, 
for, ſaid he, if the petition is now withdrawn, after what has 
been ſaid, it will caſt an odium on the right honourable gentle. 1 
man who propoſed it, as if he had offered to the Houſe what waz 
improper, | 

Mr. Loxcr1tLD obſerved that parliament ſhould always be 
open to petitions ; that he would agree this petition ſhould be re- 
ceived, but would move that it ſhould be printed, that every pe- 
ſon concerned ſhould have full notice, 


# 
% 
+4 
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The SEcrETARY or STaTE ſaid his opinion was ſtill the 
ſame, but as he ſaw the ſenſe of the Houſe ſo much againſt him, 
he would not perſiſt. 


The Ar rox NY General ſaid an idea ſo abſurd and unjuſt, 
as prohibiting creditors for ſeven years from receiving their due, 
never was entertained by him, He did not want to haften the 
bill too much, and ſhould therefore not with the petition ſhould 
be referred to a committee ti/l Thurſday, 


Mr, Browxe, (of the College) ſaid he thought that too early » WP 
day, and declared, though he wiſhed to receive the petition, yet A 
he would oppofe it if it was committed ſo ſoon. "He 


The CuaxczLlox oy THe Excnequer ſaid that though * 8 
it might be referred to a committee on 2 yet it did not 
follow that it would be opened then; and he hoped gentlemen -* 
would remember, that if the petition was withdrawn, it could 
not be offered again this ſeſſion. We 


The ATTorxNty GENERAL ſaid that very erroneous opinions 
had gone abroad concerning the bill he intended to introduce ; 
he did not therefore wonder that gentlemen were anxious for tin: 8 
to have it fully explained; therefore as his intentions were equal- RW 
1y for the benefit of all the parties concerned, he was reſolved eb 
not to proceed to the ultimate ſtage of the bill; till its moſt warn 
oppoſer in that Houſe ſhould ſay he was perſectly ſatisfied with 
the rectitude of the meaſure ; but he begged to remind gentlemen Wl 
that no private bill could be brought in after the 25th infant. i 


Generar LoTTRELL urged that the petition ought to be -- 

ceived, . W-. 
It was received and ordered to lie upon the tale for the peruſal 2 
Mr. Coxxy obſerved, that the manner of conducting exciſe 1 

trials in diſtant parts of the country, before ſub-commilſioners, "i 


DFD at 


14 9 5 I ad been long a cauſe of great jealouſy to the mercantile people, 
r though a ſeizing officer could not fit as judge upon his own ſei- 
n, ure, yet where the number of rome impowered to judge was 


i confined, it might very juſtly be apprehended that among men 
le. r leſs honour than the preſent ſet of ſub-commiſſioners, a fellow 
13 eling would exiſt ; and A would have ſome little leaning to- 


ards B, while it was in the power of B to return the compli- 
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ent. He wiſhed, therefore, to take away even the ſuſpicion of 

be yuftice, and in order to ground a bill, he moved,“ That the 

oper officer do lay before this Houſe, the information books of 

o- "be ſeveral collectors, lodged with his Majeſty's chief commiſſion- 
Ks of exciſe, for two. years ending the 25th of March laſt.“ 

th ee further obſerved, that the frequency of cuſtom-houſe oaths 

e. ea an exceeding bad effect upon the people who were under the 

mn, == ceſſity of taking them; for, beſides the immorality to which 

os practiſe gave riſe, by habituating the mind to conſider the 

uf. Poſt ſolemn obligations merely as matter of form, the intention 

ve F the legiſlature was fruſtrated, and a cuſtom-houſe oath, he 

the ared, was by ſome looked upon as a form only.—The oath, 

als © ic ſaid, was unneceſſary from another circumſtance z for there was 


ways joined with it, ſome penalty in caſe the party ſhould be 
Netected in a falfehood ; and he believed a proſecution for perju- 
at the inſtance of the revenue board was a rare thing, He 

pped, he ſaid, to be able to propoſe a remedy againſt the multi- 
cation of oaths, and to ſhew the ineftcacy of the ptactice hi- 
erto; preparatory to which he would move, t the pro- 
Per officer do lay before this Houſe, an account of the different 
not oſecutions for perjury carried on by order of the chief commiſ- 
nen Poners of his Majeſty's revenue, in two years, ending the 25th 
ud ef March laſt, 


n this or the foregoing buſineſs, he deſired he might not be 


=_ onſidered by any perſon as wiſhing to embarraſs the revenue 

ons I poard ; on the contrary, he had conſulted the right honourable 

ce; ind honourable gentlemen who ſo worthily fill that department, 

ime ind they had wich great candour already adopted his ideas, aſſiſt- 

na- his undertaking, and had promiſed him their future aid to 

ved bring it to perfection. 

or Ihe two motions paſſed nem. cen. 

In ; 

men A meſſage from the Lords by Mr. Walker and Mr. Burroughs, 

oo of the maſters in chancery, that the Lords had paſſed an en- 

oled bill, intitled, an act to take away the challenge of the 

re- ray of pannels of jurors for want of a knight on trials in which 
peer or lord of parliament is a party. 

ufa! Aldo an ell 


3 : ed bill ſent up by this Houſe, intitled, An act 
x for the relief of perſons who have omitted to qualify themſelves 
cccording to law, without any amendment. 
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Alſo an act for repairing the road leading from the town of Ne. 
nagh in the county of Tipperary, through the towns of Birr and 
Firbane inthe King's county, to Curranaboy-bridge, on the turn 8e 
Pike road leading to Athlone, in the county of Weſtmeath, "oy 


A meſſage from the Lords by Lord Chief Juſtice Patterſon and 
Mr, Juſtice Robinſon, that the Lords have agreed to an engtoſſed 
bill ſent up by this Houſe, intituled an act for regulating the ſu- 
gar trade, and for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
the duties therein mentioned. 


— — 


Toxs DAY, MarcH 8, 1785, 


A meſſage from the Lords that they have agreed to an engroſſed = 
bill ſent up by this Houſe, intitled, an act for granting to his Ma- 
jeſty the ſeveral aids, duties, rates, impoſitions, and taxes 
therein particularly expreſſed. 4 


Alſo an act for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the bet- 
ter payment of the army and their quarters within this kingdom. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill, purſuant to 
the prayer of the petition of Robert Brooke Eſq; and that Mt. 
Griffith and Mr. Bolton do prepare and bring in the ſame. 


Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe, the 
laſt account laid by the Pilot- office committee, before the Lord 
Lieutenant and privy council, in purſuance of the act of the zu 
George III. cap. 15. 
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Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for improving 
the port and harbour of Dublin, by regulating the Ballaſt and Pilot 
offices, and for enlarging the funds applicable to the improvement 

of the ſaid port and harbour, and that the Kight Honourable Mr. 
Beresford, the Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and Mr. Maſon do prepare and bring in the ſame. © oof 
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An officer from the examinator of cuſtoms office, preſented to WY 
the Houſe, purſuant to their order, an account of the quantity 7 
of herrings imported into this kingdom, from the 25th Mareh | 
1775, to the 25th March 1784, with the quantity re-exported, "MF 
and the quantity of Iriſh herrings exported from this kingdom in 


—Y l 
Wo | 1 
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ſaid time, 


WepxesDay Maxcu 9, 1785. 
5 4 1 Several engroſſed bills were read a third time. 


*ZE Mr. Andrew Carmichael, clerk of the peace for the county of 
Dublin preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their order, an ac- 
ed Punt of the ſums of money preſented at the quarter ſeſſions of 


Us 21 of Dublin, for fourteen years laſt paſt, diſtinguiſhing 
5 Ty - * purpoſes for which the ſame were preſented, and 
e amount of each head. | 
An officer from St. Mark's pariſh preſented to the Houſe, 
urſuant to their order, a return of the expence of the watch 
Tf aid pariſh, for two years ending the 25th day of March, 
784. | 
ed Mc. Bovp moved that leave be given to bring in a bill for 
la- 37 amending and more effectually carrying into execution the ſeve- 
(03 Fal laws relating to the regiſtering of deeds and wills in the Re- 
iaryoffice of this kingdom, and for the better regulating and 
et- conducting the buſineſs of the ſaid office. 
XK Nr. Cory faid he thought, before the Houſe gave leave to 
bring in a bill, the gentleman moving for it ought to ſtate what 
5 be intended by it. 
: "= Mr. Bovyp mentioned that his intention was to remedy many 
abuſes which prevailed with reſpect to deeds, The act did not 
the require any deed for twenty-one years to be regiſtered, This 
ordne conſidered extremely neceſſary with regard to leaſes for lives 
za che lives were frequently concealed, ſo that it was difficult to 
tell whether the title was in being or not. He heard of a man 
vo had a leaſe for three lives, and who made an under leaſe for 
ing thirty-one years, provided the ſaid lives ſhould ſo long continue, 
lot or the deaths be concealed, He meant by the bill which be in- 
ent 1 tended to bring in, to have the name of the life or lives, their 
Ar. additions, and if any clauſes of renewal, the term on which ſuch 
er, Y i renewals were to be obtained, inſerted in the memorial. He 
RE thought alſo that wills ought to be regiſtered, but the preſent act 
made it diſcretionary. He meant alto to regulate the fees and 
to che hours of attendance ;z and had conſulted with ſome of the 
wy principal agents, what would be beſt for the public advantage, 
* Mr. Cusxes O' Nr Ir l ſaid he feared ſome injury might 
© WY : 
* happen reſpecting wills. In conveyances the lands were fully 


and properly delcribed, but in wills frequently eſtates were gi- 
ven in general terms. 


2 Mr. Boyp replied, that all he required, as to wills, was 
nt _— and addition of the teſtator, the witneſſes, and the 
* | EVIIEES, 
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A petition of the maſter, wardens and brethren of the corpo- 


ration of weavers, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting 
forth the 


lament, and praying relief. 


Sir Joun BLaqQuiene, after ſtating the frauds uſed in the 
buying and ſelling of light gold, moved for leave to bring in a 
bill to prevent ſuch frauds. —Which was ordered accordingly, 


Mr. Coxxv aſked was there any intention of having a mint \ 


here as in Great Britain. 


Sir Joun BLAG HERE anſwered, that he could not tell whe- 
ther there was any ſuch intention or not, but the bill he in- 
tended to propoſe did not go to that. 


Mr. HaxTLEy ſaid he hoped it would go to allow 2d per 
grain on light gold, as in Great Britain, and which he believed 
was propoſed or allowed by the adminiſtiation there. 


Sir JOouN BLaqQuiexe.—lt is not done in Great Britain, and 
therefore I would not wiſh any thing to be done here that 
would look like a controul on Great Britain, and at this parti- 
cular time we ſhould avoid all difference. The mint is the ſole 
prerogative of the crown. 


Sir Francis HuTcyinson.—In Lord North's adminiſtra- 
tion it was mentioned as an avowed intention to allow 2d. on 
every grain deficient. 


Mr. Coxxy ſaid, he believed he had aſked a queſtion from a 
gen:leman improperly, as not being the proper officer. He then 
aſked the Chancellor of the Exchequer, whether there was any 


ſuch meaſure in contemplation, as the eſtabliſhment of a mint here. 
No anſwer was given. 


The Houſe went into a committee on the malt duty bill, Sit 
John Parnell in the chair. : 


On reading the clauſe, that all perſons ſhall give notice in ten 


days after the 25th of March, of the ſtock of malt they had on 
hanc's, under the penalty of 2ol. 


Sir Lucius O'BRIEN moved that to private perſons who 
had not malt for ſale, the time be enlarged to the 24th of June 
next,—The clauſe for empowering the exciſe officer to enter 
houſes and fearch, he thought, ought to be expunged, for when 
this duty was firſt brought on in England, there was a great op- 


polition to it on account of the ſearching clauſe, and government 
were obliged to give it up, 


eat decline of the filk manufacture of this kingdom, 
that from ſeveral circumſtances the ſaid manufacture cannot be 
carried on in the country, which petitioners apprehend;precludes it 
from any participation of the bounty propoſed this ſeſſion of pat- 
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Mr. Bexe$r0RD.—lf theſe clauſes are not in, the act will be 
evaded, and unproduQtive of revenue. 
Mr. Fos TER. If theſe clauſes were to be omitted, it would 


be attended with great inconvenience, and open a door for 
fraud, if there ſhould be different times for the commencement of 


the duty, and I defy the art of man to prevent it, nor would it 


be in the power of the revenue officer to prevent frauds, It 
would be giving an opportunity to work up the preſent ſtock 


XX without duty. This clauſe is verbatim with the act paſſed in 


Great Britain in Queen Anne's reign, which has exiſted eighty 


ho 7 | years, and no inconvenience has been found in that time. 


Mr. HAvEs.— When the law was firft propoſed I was an ene- 
my to it, but I found on examining the clauſe it was properly 
guarded by allowing ſearch to be made only in the day time; 
but there ought to be proper notice given, that the people may 
know what they muſt do, When this tax was firſt propoſed in 
England, private houſes were excepted. 

I ſhall therefore move that perſons not having more than'five 
barrels of malt in their poſſeffion on or before the 25th of March 
inftant, be exempted from the penalty of 2ol. and ſhall not be 
obliged to make the return within ten days after that day, 


Mr. Coxxy wiſhed the exception to be extended in point 
of time. 


Sir Luctus O*'Bzx1ttxn.,—This will not paſs into a law before 
the 25th of March, as it will hardly receive the royal aſſent 
before that time; then how will any perſon know the penalties 
they are under without proper notice? I have often known the 
profeſſors of the law, whoſe duty it is to know it, unacquainted 
with it, by the ſudden paſſing and commencement of it, before 
it was publiſhed, 


Mr. BraesrorD ſaid the bill would be printed, and notice 
given to the public. 


Mr. Gairrirz ſaid he wiſhed for a better mode than the 
preſent of promulgating the laws, and hoped the at would be 
printed and poſted up in all the towns of the kingdom. 


An amendment was moved by Sir Lucius O'Brien, that 
perſons ſhould have a month's time after pailing of the act for 
returning an account of their ſtock z but it was negatived with- 
out a diviſion. 


Sir Henry HaxTsTONGE preſented to the Houſe accord- 
ing to order, a bill to prevent the malicious deſtruction of 
bridges in this kingdom, which was received and read the fuſt 
time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow morning. 
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TrvzsDay Maxcn 10, 1785. 


A meſſage was received from the Lords that they had agreed J 1 
to an act for granting unto his Majeſty the ſeveral duties there- 
in mentioned, to be levied by the commiſſioners for managing 


the ſtamp duties. 
Alfo, an act for regulating and extending the tobacco trade. 


Alſo that they had paſſed a bill to take away the challenge 1 


of array when a knight was not returned on the pannel, in caſes 


where a peer was party; and deſired the concurrence of this 
Houſe. 


When the judges were withdrawn, 


Lord Der vin obſerved, this bill ſent down by the Lords 
was the ſame with that ſent up by this Houſe; and which the 
Lords had rejected, as infringing on their privileges by originat- 
ing in this Houſe. If therefore the Houſe would a@ with ſpirit, 
they would in their turn reject this bill. | 


Several members called out to his lordſhip to move; but he 
declining it, the buſineſs dropt. : 


Mr. Edward Scriven, treaſurer of the public money for the 
city of Dublin, preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their or- 
der, an account of ſuch preſentments as have been made in the 
county of the city of Dublin, for building and repairing the 
_ goal, from the iſt of January 1782, to the firſt of January 


Mr. Caries O*Ne1LL moved that leave be given to bring 
in a bill for amending the ſeveral acts made in this kingdom, 


for the recovery of ſmall debts in a ſummary way before the 
judges of afſize.—Ordered. | 


Mr. Bo vp preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a bill 
for amending and the more effectual carrying into execution 
the ſeveral laws relating to the regiſtering of wills and deeds in 
the Regiſtry-office of this kingdom; and for the better regulating 
and conducting the buſineſs of the ſaid office ; which was te- 
ceived and read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time to-morrow morning. 


Mr. Bol rox moved that leave be given to bring in a bill 
to explain and amend the ſeveral laws for the encouragement 
of agriculcure in this kingdom, 


Mr. Corxy aſked what was the purport of the bill. 
Mr. Bo. Ton teplied, it was to regulate the price of barley, 


_ 
EL 


1. 
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The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER faid he ſhould 
bring in a clauſe to give the ſame bounty on oatmeal as is now 


ivy 7 

1 OY * 

given on oats. 
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9 The bill to prevent the breaking down or deſtroying of bridges 
vas read a ſecond time. When the queſtion was put on com- 
RE mitting this bill, 
Gr Lucius O'Bx1en mentioned an inſtance of a man, who 
RE taking advantage of the law that permits the erecting of a toll 
bridge, where there has been a ferry, began to build a bridge, 
and when it was nearly finiſhed obtained a youre for a ferry, 
BW which he never eſtabliſhed, but under colour of that grant ſettled 
the toll of the bridge. 


| Sir Hucu DiLLoN Mas SEY mentioned the riotous deſtruc- 
tion of a bridge at Ennis in the county of Clare; and thought 
every ſtep ſhould be taken to prevent the deſtruction of bridges. 


Mr. SexjzanT ToLer.—The laws ſubſiſting are ſufficient 
to prevent any malicious and wicked deſtruction of bridges; and 
as thoſe words are not inſerted in the bill, I am againſt increaſing 
the criminal code, already too voluminous, embarrafling to the 
public, and troubleſome to the judges. 


Sir Henry HaRTSTONGE faid this bill was a very neceſ- 
E. one. 
he queſtion was put on committing the bill. The Houſe 
divided. | 
Ayes, 19 


Noes, 30 
In conſequence of which the bill was loſt. 


The queſtion was put on receiving the report of the malt 
tax bill. 


Mr. Cox xv. — As the Houſe now ſeems to ſtand in a very auk- 
wark ſituation, I think we ought not to agree to new taxes to the 
amount of 140, oool. when we are not ſure that the propoſitions 
to which we have agreed, and were the foundation on which the 
neceſſity of theſe new taxes were built, will be ſettled, or paſs 
the Britiſh parliament, I fear ſome of the money bills which 
contain part of the new taxes are already paſſed through this 
Houſe, But ſhould we not ſtop the progreſs of the reſt? I 
therofore hope ſome gentleman will point out the mode I ſhould 
adopt for that purpole. 


The SreAkxR.— When this report is received, any gentleman 
may move that the conſideration of it be poſtponed to any 


% 


particular dav. 
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The report was then made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, —_— 


Mr. Coxxy.—l move that the conſideration of this report be 
poſtponed to Monday ſe'nnight; and I ſhall make the ſame mo- 
tian if there are any other money bills remaining that includ: 
any new taxes. By that time we may expect to know whether 
the propoſitions are received favourably by the Rritiſn Houſe, 8 
who take ſyfficient time, though we were obliged te hurry then 3 
through this Houſe with an indecent precipitancy. 1 


The CnaNxcELLON or THE ExcCHEQUER.— The honourable ** 
member hath no reaſon to complain of precipitancy; it is now 3 
the 10th of March, and a bill that is to take place an the 25th WI 


is but yet in its ſecond ſtage, Bills were never brought forward 
lower than they have been. But the gentleman ſays he would Wi 


C 
_ 
* 


1 


9. 

3 
© 4 
* i 
* 
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— 


have wiſhed to poſtpone this bill on account of the propoſitions n 
not being accepted. Shall we, on mere ſurmiſe, ſtop a bill that in 
tends to encourage the brewery, the diſtillery, and the agricul- e 
ture of this kingdom, and which we ſhould wiſh to 'paſs if we = 
had never heard of the commercial regulations ? 2 = 

Mr. Coxav.—l never meant to charge precipitancy in reſpet ing 
to the bills, but in regard to the propolitions, which I have ne- eve 
ver had an opportunity to fay I approved or condemned, for J wo 
had not time to underftand them. bre 


The queſtion was put on Mr. Carry's motion, and negatived 
without a diviſion. | 


The bill was then ordered to be engroſſed. 


Sir Joux PARNELL reported the malt tax bill. 
Mr. Cox x V moved to allow a drawback of 24d. a ſtone on al! 


malt uſed, above nine ſtone to a barrel. 


Sir Francis Hur chixsOS objected to the bill's not allow- 
iog 2 drawback of the intended malt duty to the {mall-beer 
brewer as well as to the ale-brewer, as the conſequence muſt 
be an advance on the retail price to the poor tradeſman, which 
may induce him to prefer a glats of whiſkey, which he can pro- 
cure at a lower price than even a ou of ſmall- beer will 6oſt him. 

He obſerved that the Britiſh Parliament had never increaſed 
the duty on ſmall-beer, ſince the Sth. of Queen Anne, though 
they had been obliged in that period to augment the tax on other 
malt liquors ; and that when, in the year 1780, they had raiſed 
the exciſe on malt 6d. a buthel, they had taken care to allow a 
full drawback to the {mall-beer brewer as well as to the ale-brewer, 


Mr. BEAESTORD anſwered, that it was intended to grant a 
power to the commiſſioners to raiſe the price of ſmall- beet from 
' 10s, 10d. to 118. 6d. as a compenſation to the brewer for the 
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at duty; and as to the retailer, that his profit was ſo great 
hat he might very well ſell it at 1d. a quart, even after ſuch ad- 
ance in the price of the barrel z and that che commiſſioners, after 
aking into account the lower price of 88. 8d. a barrel, which 


ud: mwall-beer is ſometimes ſold at, had — 7 the retailers profit 
ther bo enormous, that they had never allowed them to fell it at a 
uic, above 1d. a quart, which is the legal price. 


: Mr. HazTLey ſaid that when the price of the barrel would 
be raiſed to 118. 6d. as now intended, the retailers profit at 1d. 


able . quart, would be rather too low, and therefore he approved of 
wow the drawback being extended to the ſmall - beer brewer. 
— | Sir Fxancis HUTCH 1N80N replied to Mr, Beresford, that if 


the retailers muſt, as the commiſſioners intended, pay an advanced 
price to the brewer on account of this malt duty, no law they 


— could frame would prevent their riſing it on the poor, as appeared 
a from their practice, particularly the laſt year or two, which was 
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to make the conſumer pay one penny-farthing a quart whenever 
the beer was raiſed to 10s 10d. though the law directed them, 
under 5l. penalty, to ſell it at id. He therefore moved for leav- 
ing out the word © ſtrong,” before the words beer or ale,” in 
— 4 part of the clauſe where they occur, which alteration 


would extend the drawback to all malt liquor ſold by a public 
brewer. 


The queſtion was put, and negatived. 


__ 


5 — 


Faipay, Maxcu 11 1785. 


A meſſage from the Lords by Lord Chief Juſtice Patterſon and 
Mr, Juſtice Robinſon, that they have agreed to an act for grant- 
ing certain duties upon licences to be taken out by the {ſeveral 


| all 


DW 


oer perſons therein mentioned, without any amendment. 

wu Alſo, an act for granting to his Majeſty the duty therein men- 
ich tioned, to be paid to the truſtees of the Royal Exchange, without 
ro- any amendment. 

im. And alſo, an act for licenſing hawkers and pedlars, petty chap- 
* men and other perſons, without any amendment. 

1 

= The Honourable Dennis Brown ſaid he had juſt received a 


{ed 
a 
yer. 


petition at the door, and on looking into it, found it was from an 
unfortunate man who had incurred the diſpleaſure of the Houſe 
ſome days ago; he believed there was ſomething in the peti- 

uon not very proper, but he would move that it be received and 
read, that the Houſe might determine thereon, He then preſent- 
ed the petition of William Bingley, ſetting forth that petitioner 


t a 
om 
the 
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has been committed to the common gaol of Newgate, for not 1 
anſwering certain queſtions propoſed to him by this Houſe, on 
Monday the 21ſt of February laſt z and praying to be brought up 1 

1 


to anſwer interrogatories. 4 


Sir Joux BLAG IE RE ſaid he thought the petition a very im- 9 
proper one, as thete was not a full ſubmiſſion for his fault, and i 
moved, that the petitton be rejeQed. uf 1 L 


The SeckETARY or STATE ſaid he thought the petition in 
its | rar form was an improper one ; that the Proper mode wa: 
to ſubmit and beg pardon of the Houſe for an offence againſt the 
privileges thereof, and then the Houſe would have it in their 
power to exerciſe their humanity. . 


Mr. Dexx1s Da L was of the ſame opinion 3 that the Houſe 
on a proper ſubmiſſion, would, he hoped, extend their mercy in Wi 
this caſe, and approved the mode thrown out for the unfortunate 
perſon to follow. 1 


The queſtion being put, the petition was rejected. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill to convert the 
bridewell of Nenagh, in the county of Tipperary, into a county 
gaol for the reception and ſafe cuſtody of felons and other crimi- 
nals, and that Mr. Holmes, Mr. Prittie, Mr. Toler, and Mr, 
Serjeant Toler do prepare and bring in the ſame. 


The Honourable Ricuhaxp Hel HuTcrxlnsown informed 
the Houſe that the ſelect committee appointed to try the merits of 
the petition of the Honourable Joſeph Hewitt, and of William 
Kirk, Eſq; and ſeveral others, eleQors of the county of the town 
of Carrickfergus, complaining of an undue election and return 
for the county of the ſaid town, have unanimouſly determined, 


That Waddell Cunningham, Eſq; was not duly elected a bur- 


gels to ſerve in this pretent parliament for the county of the town 
of Carrickfergus. 


That Waddell Cunningham, Eſq; was not duly returned a r 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the county of the « 
town of Carrickfergus. r 

That the Honourable Joſeph Hewitt was not duly elected, and : 
ought not to have been returned a burgels to ſerve in this pteſent 
parliament for the county of the town of Carrickfergus. 

! 


Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the clerk 
of the crown, to make out a new writ for eledting a burgeſs to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for the county of the town of Cat- 
rickfergus, in the room of the ſaid Waddell Cuninngham, Efq. 


The Right Honourable Mr. BexesrorD, preſented to the 
Houſe, according to order, an account of all oats and oatmeal ex- 
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ported from the different ports of this kingdom reſpeQively, from 
the 29th of September 1784, to the 25th of December following, 
W ſpecifying the different places for which the ſame were entered. 


im- Alſo, an account of the corn, meal, malt and flour, exported 

nd from this kingdom, from the 24th of June, to the 25th of De- 
cember laſt, diſtinguiſhing the quantity and qualities from each 
port reſpectively. 


IX Read a ſecond time, the bill for the better regulation and regiſ- 
tering of deeds and wills. 


Mr. CyaxLes O' NEIL ſaid though he had as much reſpect 
and eſteem for the right honourable gentleman as any perſon could 
have, yet he was againſt the bill, though he ſuppoſed it well in- 
tended, and not for the accumulation of fees, which he was ſure 
the right honourable gentleman was above; but there were ſeve- 
ral clauſes in this long bill, which made it nugatory, and he thought 
it unneceſſary, for if a bill of the kind ſhould be thought neceſſa- 
ry, it would be proper firſt to confider the ſeveral regiſtry acts in 
England, in order to find out what was defeQtive in this buſineſs, 
that it may be rectified. As to any alteration in the fees, he had 
no objection; but to the other clauſes and tenor of the bill he 
had, for it was often not in the power of the perſon who held 
lands under a will, to regiſter them, as very often he had not the 
cuſtody or controul thereof, and a tenant for life was often inat- 


ned tentive, and thought it not worth his while; that the bill was of 
s of great conſequence to the public, and ought not to be hurried 
iam and therefore he was for poſtponing it. He ſaid it ought to be 
"wn | printed that it might be well conſidered. 


Sir NI choLAs LawLess ſaid he thought the bill of great 
public conſequence, and that he believed ſome regulations were 


ng as he believed there were exactions by the clerks of the 
office, 


Mr. Bop ſaid there was no increaſe of fees, except on memo- 
rials, which were to pay one ſhilling for the firſt two hundred lines, 
and ſix-pence for every hundred lines after. He alſo ſtated the 
receipts of the office on'memorials for a year paſt, which appeared 
to be {mall, and the difficulty by the preſent mode the regiſter was 
under as to negative certificates, and the docquets of the ſearch. 


The bill was committed for Tueſday next, and ordered to be 
printed, 


lerk Th 
. N Mr. BeAESsTOoRD ſaid that early in the next week, he believed 
- on Tueſday, the revenue bill would be brought in; and he gave 


this notice, that gentlemen might not ſay they were ſurprized. 


You, V. G | 
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The Syt art ſaid he had a matter to mention concerning the 
privileges of the Houſe. There were ſome bills for particular h 
grants, as manufactures and others, which were not returned by 
the Lords, and which he underſtood was not intended to be re- 7 
turned to the Houſe ; and that a meſſage had been ſent, which he 
would acquaint the Houſe with to-morrow. 4 


Mr. Dex xis Dal v ſaid he hoped this would be à ſufficient 1 
guard and caution how they altered the courſe in future of paſſing 
money bills, and that hereaftet they would purſue the old mode. 


* . * .* * 
— ͥͤ —— ——— 
* 


SATURDAY, MarcH 12, 1785, 


The Sreaxen informed the Houſe, that it was neceſſary that 
the petition of the Right Honourable William Conyngham, ſhould 
be ſent to the Lords, as the bill relative to the fiſheries referred to it. 
—Ordered. 

A meſſage was received from the Lords, that they had agreed to 
the act for granting the ſum of nine thouſand pounds to the incor- 
porated ſociety for ſupporting the , proteſtant charter ſchools of 
this kingdom. - 

Alſo the act for granting the ſum of ten thouſand pounds to the 

vernors of the foundling hoſpital and work houſe. 

Alſo the act for granting the ſum of eight thouſand fix hun- 
dred pounds to the corporation for relief of the poor in the city 
of Dublin. | 

Alſo the act for granting the ſum of five thouſands pounds to 
the Dublin ſociety. 

Alſo the act for granting the ſum of one thouſand pounds to 
the Hibernian Marine ſociety. | 

Alſo the act for granting the ſum of five thouſand pounds to 
the board of firſt fruits, 

Alſo the act for granting the ſum of three thouſand pounds to 
the Lord Chancellor and chief judges, for the purpoſes therein 
mentioned. 

Alſo the act for granting the ſum of one thouſand pounds to 
the governors of the Hibernian ſchool. 

ge the act for granting to his Majeſty ſeveral duties upon 
conee. 

Alſo the act for regulating the corn trade. 

Allo the a& for granting unto his Majeſty, certain duties on 
carriages. | 
| Ard allo the act for granting the ſum of four thouſand pounds, 
for the encouragement of the flaxen and hempen manufactures. 
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Ordered, That the Right Honourable the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer do attend his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, with ſaid 
bills, and deſire that the ſame may be certified into Great Britain. 


Mr. Joux Wort informed the Houſe that its worthy member, 
Mr. Corry, had been obliged to leave town on account. of the 
RE death of an intimate friend, but had authoriſed him to declare, 
chat he by no means relinquiſhed two great objects he had in view 
che buſineſs of attachments, and the navigation ad - but on the 
cContrary, intended, as ſoon as poſſible, to bring on theſe great 

= queſtions. | | 


A bill for the eſtabliſhment of a compleat ſchool of phyſic in 
this kingdom, was read a ſecond time. | 


The Right Honourable Hexcur es LaycrorD RowLey de- 
ſired to be informed, whether this was the ſame bill that had been 
rejected in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament by the Peers, or whether 
it had been altered ? 


The StcRETARY OF STATE replied, that in all the great eſ- 
ſential parts it was preciſely the ſame bill; the deſign of it was to 
carry into effect the will of the late Sir Patrick Dunn, who had 
bequeathed a very conſiderable part of his eſtate to eſtabliſh a 
ſchool of phyſic in the Univerſity. The bill went to appropriate 
certain proportions of this eſtate to the maintenance of chemical, 
botanical, anatomical, and other phyſical profeſſors, whoſe dut 
it would be, by public lectures, &c. to inſtruQ pupils in the dit- 
ferent branches of the art, forming upon the whole a compleat - 
ſchool of phyſic. He had, he ſaid, formerly been of opinion, and 
he ſtill retained the ſame opinion unaltered, that provided theſe 
lecturers were men of approved knowledge and capacity, it was 
a matter of perfect indiſference to the public, what particular 
mode of worſhip they obſerved 3 and though no man would be 
farther from allowing papiſts to become members either of the 
corporation of the univerlity, or of the corporation of the college 
of phyſicians, yet, if ingenious men of that religion, properly 
qualified to become profeſſors or teachers in any branch of phyſic, 
offer their ſervices, he could not ſee upon what ground ſuch offers 
ſhould be refuſed. This, he ſaid, was his opinion; but as it had 
met with great oppoſition, he had thought it more prudent to 
give way than to riſque the loſs of the whole undertaking, by en- 
deavouring to maintain that point. The preſent bill, therefore, 
had been ſo far altered as to remove the objection which had been 
made to the former.. | 

There was alto a circumſtance in which it was deemed neceſ- 
ſary to depart from the letter, though in his opinion not from the 
ſparit of Sit Patrick Dunn's _ The will duets that all per- 

2 5 


ds, 
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ſons who ſhall offer themſelves as candidates for any of Sir Pa- m 
trick's profeſſorſhips, ſhall undergo a public examination before 
the college of phyſicians. This had been deemed injurious, to 
the intention of a ſchool of phyſic, and conſequently oppoſite to WY 
the ſpirit of the will, for upon conſulting every man of reputation ar 
in the phyſical line, they were unanimouſly of opinion that no Wi 
perſon of eſtabliſhed character would riſque that character, by en- in 
tering the liſts of a public examination, where he might be de- ar 
feated by ſome much younger man. . on 

He faid from his feelings in the profeſſion of law, of which he 
had formerly been a member, he could eafily conceive the truth 
of this opinion, and therefore he had conſented to leave the 
power of examination to the college of phyſicians, to be exer- 
Ciſed at their diſcretion. Theſe were the only points in which 
the preſent bill differed from the former. 


Mr. Row1 xy declared himſelf perfeflly ſatisfied, and the bil Foy 
was ordered to be committed for Monday. y 


; | k 

The Right Honourable Luxe Gaxpinea preſented to the : 

Houſe, according to order, a bill for the improvement of the tre 
principal avenues leading to the city of Dublin, which was te- 


ceived and read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond Bt 
time on Monday next. 


Sir FxeDErICk FLooD ſaid he hoped that the committal of po 
this bill would be deferred until after the circuits; the mote ſo, { 
as he thought it a moſt unneceſſary one; it being a remarkable 10 
fact, that the turnpike- roads about Dublin were the worſt, by ma- ſel 
ny degrees; and he inſtanced the excellence of the road to Wer- 
ford, on which there was no turnpike : He added, that this bill, 


which was intended to erect turnpikes on every avenue to this ta 
city, would to all intents and purpoſes be a tax on the neceſſaries of 
of life brought in from the country. pe 

tn 


— 


Monpay, MARCH 14, 1785. 


A petition of James Evory, of the city of Dublin, merchant, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth the abuſes ari- 
fing from the preſent mode of weighing and ſelling potatoes, bow! 
butter, bacon and cheeſe, at inns and private cranes, and praying 
that a weigh-houſe may be appointed in ſome convenient place 
for the four pariſhes of this city, which be north of the riffer Lit- 
fey. 


The bill to convert the bridewell of Nenagh, in the county of 
Tipperary, into a county gaol for the reception and ſafe cuſtody 
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of felons and other criminals, was read a ſecond time and com- 
mitted. 


re Sir TnoMAS OszoRN H objected to this bill, as tending to no 
to purpoſe. He ſaid there was now a very large gaol building in the 
to ton of Clonmel, at a very conſiderable ex pence to the county, 
on and this bill was deſigned to turn a Bridewell, which was in ano- 
no 


ther part of the county, into a gaol. He thought this a difference 
in ierms, rather than in any thing material, and he did not ſee 
any reaſon for giving it the denomination of a gaol, unleſs to ren- 
der in appearance that which was now building at Clonmell uſe- 
W leſs, though it was undertaken by the unanimous conſent of the 
= gentlemen of the county. It looked ſuſpicious, as it ſeemed as 
it there was an intention to remove the Court-houſe, and to have 
the aſſizes held in ſome diſtant part from Clonmel, 


Mr. Hor mes denied any intention of removing the Court- 
houſe z all his wiſh was the furtherance of juſtice. He faid he 
had been informed that magiſtrates were puniſhable for ſending a 
felon to any other priſon than the county gaol; neither was the 
keeper of a Bridewell anſwerable for any ſuch priſoner, or bound 
to receive him. It was, therefore, very hard to compel a magiſ- 
trate, at his own expence, to ſend under the guard of his ſervants, 
or an hired poſſe, any felon he ſhould commit. If he ſent him to 
Bridewell, he was liable to be fined, and the priſoner might eſ- 
cape without the keeper being anſwerable: This certainly im- 


of poſed a great difficulty on the magiſtrate, and was an obſtruction 
ſo, to public juſtice. He knew very well there was a gaol now build- 
ble ing at Clonmel, and he might take ſome ſhare of honour to him- 
- ſelf as to the foundation of that gaol, but he thought it narrow- 
a minded in perſons who enjoyed the benefit of that gaol being in 


their neighbourhood, to refuſe the magiſtrates who lived in a diſ- 
tant part of the county the like eaſe, He knew it was the wiſh 
of a very reſpectable number of gentlemen that this bill ſhould 
paſs ; it had been agreed to by fifreen magiſtrates, by the whole of 
N jury, and by upwards of one hundred and fifty free- 
holders, 


Sir TyHoMas Os BORN x ſaid he hoped it would not be commit- 
ted until after the aſſizes. 


Mr. HoLmes affured him he did not wiſh to hurry it, and left 


ant, the appointment of the day to him. 

— The bill was ordered to be committed on the ſecond Monda y 
ow in April, 

ing | 

_ The Houſe went into a committee on the bill for eſtabliſhing a 


phyſical ſchool in the Univerſity of Dublin, the Huauurable 
Richard Hely Hutchinſon in the chair, 
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Mr. Gairrirn obſerved that the bill before the committee Wi 
differed in two points from that which had been paſſed through the 9 
Houſe of Commons in the laſt ſeſſion; the firſt was the excluſion YG 
of berſons of the Roman Catholic perſuaſion from be coming pro- 
feſſors. He ſaid he could not ſee what a man's religion had to do 
with his medical knowledge, and though he had decidedly de. 
claredagainft admitting Roman Catholics into any interference with 
the conttitution, yet he was for allowing them every other priv. 
lege ; and he thought, if a gentleman of that perſuaſion, proper. 
Iy qualified, ſhould offer for one of the profeſſorſhips in queſtion, 
his particular mode of worſhip ſhould on no account be conſidered RE 
as a bar to his election. 0 
He alſo objected to the power given by the bill of electing pro- 
feſſors without a previous examination; and ſaid it would, in hi: RE 
opinion, anſwer no uſeful end, but might be productive of much 
Jobbing. : 
The SzcxtTary or STATE replied, that as to the propriety WM 
of electing Ronian Catholic profeſſors, he agreed exactly with the Ml 
- honourable gentleman, but he had been induced to give up tha 
point, rather than riſque the ſucceſs of the whole bill; for by the 
death of the late much lamented Doctor Barry, and that of Doc- 
tor Barber, two profeſſorſhips had become vacant, and the elec- 
tors were bound immediately to proceed to the nomination of new 
e therefore, this opportunity was ſuffered to paſt 
y, things would be reduced to their former ſituation, and the 
intention of Sir Patrick Dunn might, as heretofore, be fruſtrated. 
As to the circumſtance of the public examination, he faid he had 
conſulted all the phyſicians of note in this city, and they were of 
opinion that it would be injurious; on this judgment, therefore, 
he had determined to leave an option in the college of phyſician 
to examine ortodiſpenſe with examination as circumſtances ſhould 


The committee went throu gh the bill and reported. 
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The Speaker having reſumed the chair, the order of the day 
being called for, was read, viz. for going into the bill for erecting 
turnpikes on ſeyeral roads leading to Dublin. 


Sir FREDERICK FLOOD moved, that the further conſideration 
of the bill be deferred to the firſt of Auguſt. 


Mr.NeviLlL ſeconded the motion: He ſaid he conſidered the 
bill as tending to raiſe the price of the neccilaries ef life, by tax- 
ing them in their carriage to Dublin. 


, 
i —_— — —_— 1 „ 


The CHancerior or THe Excurquer appealed to the 
honourable baroner himſelf, whether the right honourable gentle- 
man [Mt. Gardiner] who had introduced the bill, did not de- 
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ſerve more reſpect than to have it thrown out in ſuch a manner? 
= He was certain, he ſaid, that ſome unforeſeen circumſtance had 
fon 1 prevented his attendance in his place; but as no man was better 
entitled to reſpect and compliment, he truſted the honourable ba- 
0 do ronet would not infiſt on his motion, but conſent to have the bill 


de. poſtponed to a day on which it might be fairly diſcuſſed, and its 

wich 10 merits duly examined. 

— 1 Mr. Jon x Mo. x ſpoke to the fame effect. 

ion, —_ 7. Joun Moxcx Maso profeſſed himſelf an enemy to the 

ered bill; but out of reſpect to Mr. Gardiner, was defirous to have it 
poſtponed to a time when that gentleman could attend. 

* N Sir FREDERICK FLOOD ſaid that no man in the Houſe had a 


higher reſpect for the right honourable mover of the bill than he; 
but ina manner ſo highly oppreſſive to the people, ſo totally uſe- 
leſs, and ſo very offenſive to every man who was under the neceſ- 
ſity of travelling the roads, he thought compliment might in ſome 
degree be diſpenſed with, eſpecially when 1t was —_— how 


that often parliament had already marked their diſzpprobation of this 
the bill: He would therefore inſiſt upon his motion. mT 
_ Mr. Mook ſaid he thought the right honourable mover of the 
lec- 


bill, by not appearing, did intend to relinquiſh his point, and 
ſeemed to wiſh that parliament might diſpoſe of it 1n his abſence. 


= General Lu rTReIL TL reminded the Houſe, that he had formerly 
ited. given ſtrong oppoſition to the bill, and declared he would now do 
had the ſame if the right honourable maver was preſent; but he 
5 thought ſo much reſpect was due to that gentleman, Who always 
fore, acted with candour, that though he utterly diſapproved the bill, 
. he was ready to give him a fair hearing. 
ould Sir Francis HUTCHalNsoN faid he would oppoſe the bill, as 
an heavy and oppreſlive tax upon the poor, by no means calculated 
to attain the purpoſes which it was profeſſed to effect, but being 
a groſs miſapplication of a general taxation to particular purpoſes, 
| ay and a burden as uſeleſs as unneceſſary. 
Qing The Right Honourable Geon Ge Ocrt tr, —This bill has alrea- 
dy been ſeveral times diſapproved of by the Houſe, although it 
ER never came in a more queſt anable ſhape than at the preſent. The 
very fir clauſe is of itſelf ſufficient to damn it, though all the 
reſt were proper, which is by no means the caſe, The firſt pro- 
| the viſion in the bill is to pay a debt of 2000l, incurred by the cir- 
tax- cular road, and the next to defray the expence of building a 
bridge over the river Liffey. Now, when any man ſhall be able 
o the to prove to me the juſtice of taxing people in the remoteſt parts of 
ntle- Ireland, for theſe purpoſes, 1 ſhall vote for the bill, but not be- 


jore. 
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Mr. Paul Le Bas, examinator of the corn premiums, preſented 
to the Houſe, purſuant to their order, an account of the premiums 

id for flour, wheat, oats, bere, barley and other grain, brought 
2 and land carriage to the city of Dublin, from Lady-day 
1783, to Lady-day 1784, diſtinguiſhing the quality and quantity ue re 
of each, and alſo the ſum total of the premium paid for each. "8 


- Ordered, That the treaſurers of the county of Cavan, Mo- 
naghan, Tyrone, Waterford, and the King's county, do return 
to this Houſe an account of the annual amount of the different 
ſums levied upon their reſpective counties by the grand jurics 
thereof, for the laſt ten years, diſtinguiſhing each year. 


2 =, J fre | 


2 Mm n 
— — __ 1 mor 
oul 
TuzsDay, Marc 15, 1785. ; 
A petition of Walter Taylor, of Caſtle Taylor, in the county \ 
of Galway, Eſq; praying that leave may be given to bring in a righ 
bill to enable petitioner to raiſe by ſale of a competent part of that 
his eſtate, the — of ſixteen thouſand pounds, to enable him to if h 
pay off debts and incumbrances affecting the ſame, was preſented that 
to the Houſe and read. ext! 
AtDexman Warren moved that leave be given to bring in giv 
a bill for regulating the fees payable to public notaries, for not- _ 
ing and proteſting bills of exchange and promiſſory notes.—Or- the 
dered. | evi 
Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe, an — 
account of the bounties paid on all corn, malt, meal and flour, 
brought coaſtways to the city of Dublin, from Lady-day, 1783, 
to Lady-day, 1784 ; ſpecifying the amount of each particular Wa 
grain, and the ſum paid for the ſame. 
The Houſe went into a committee on the bill for amending the - 
regiſtry acts, Lord Delvin in the chair. | in 
Mr. Day faid he thought it a bill of too much importance 
to be introduced at a time when the circuits had thinned the 
Houſe, and lamented that having returned to town but the - 
night before, he felt himſelf very unprepared to debate the bill. 3 
It ſtruck him, on a haſty peruſal, to contain ſome beneficial re- hi 
gulations, as well as much exceptionable matter. The clauſe tt 
relating to negative certificates he highly approved of, as confining * 
the ſearch to the = r object, and leſſening very much the ex- f. 
ce. It ſeemed alſo exttemely reaſonable to advance the fees 1 


of the regiſter, the value of money having decreaſed conſiderably, 
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ed ice of every article of life increaſed ſince the eſtabliſh- 
ns gt rem office. But he did not think it expedient or juſt to 
he | ompel the regiſtry of wills. The Engliſh aQs, he admitted, 
27 ere in their effect compulſory as to wills, no leſs than deeds in 
t ie regiſter counties; but in Ireland the parties concerned have 


ways very wiſely been left to their option. It ſeemed idle to 
9 equire that a memorial, which is but an abridgment of the in- 
rrument, ſhould be lodged in one office as a notice, when the 
Nactrument itſelf at large may be found in another equally acceſſi- 
ie, and equally notorious—the proper eccleſiaſtical office —and 
EF onſidering the manner in which many wills are drawn, it would 
often be impoſſible to comply with this clauſe; for inſtance, 
Wmany very ſufficient wills never mentioned a denomination of land, 
nor ſometimes the name of a deviſee; no memorial, therefore, 
ould be drawn of ſuch an inſtrument agreeable to this act. Upon 
the whole, he foreſaw no benefit and much litigation from that 
part of the bill, : 


Mr. AxTmur Wore declared himſelf as warm a friend to the 
right honourable member who preſided in that office as any man in 
that Houſe, but that gentleman would be the firſt to diſclaim him, 
if he did not ſpeak his mind upon ſo material a bill, —He confeſſed 
that he came down that day only to oppoſe the bill, whichhe thought 
extremely crude and imperfect in many parts, and fo unintelligt- 
gible in others, that daily applications would be made to the 
courts for explanation of the clauſes. He mentioned the excepti- 
onable clauſes, particularly the laſt, which in effect did away all 
the regiſtry acts, for no one could be at a loſs to find out ſome in- 
evitable difficulty, which prevented his regiſtering his deed, if 
that was to protect him (as the bill ſeemed to imply) againſt a 
{ſubſequent purchaſer. 


Mr. Boy p informed him that this very exceptionable clauſe 
was to be expunged. 


Mr. WoLere ſaid he thought it alſo very unneceſſary, if not 
dangerous, to oblige the parties concerned to regiſter wills; and 
defired to know what inconvenience had ariſen from not regiſter- 
ing them, 


Mr. CuaxLes O' Nel ſaid the bill was very defective in 
grammar, compoſition and matter. He ſaid he had no objection 
to advancing the fees of the officer, which he preſumed was the 
main object of the bill, but the compulſory clauſe to regiſter wills 


n 


A he muſt ever oppoſe. The Engliſh acts left it optional, but here 
8 the words are mandatory ; ſo that in truth any man who omitted 


to regiſter the will in which he was concerned, would not only 
forfeir his intereſt, as againſt a ſubſequent purchaſer, but would 
ſubject bimſelf to a criminal proſecution tor diſobedience of the 
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ſtatute 3 and therefore, if he could not get rid of the clauſe en. 
tirely, he would move an amendment to qualify it, ſo as to lea Wil 
it tothe option of the party to regiſter or not. 1 


ſtanced a caſe in his own family — His father had given 2000l. fo: WY 
an intereſt, which afterwards, on a certain will being produced, 
turned out to be a defective title, As to a criminal proſecution, 3 
that could not be, for there is a ſpecific penalty preſcribed. 5 
Mr. Busne faid he approved of regiſtering wills, but thouzh: 
the regulations to compel a regiſtry were not well conceived, and il 


called on the gentlemen of the long robe to improve that part of Wl 


The SoLiciror General ſaid it was a bill of great im- 
Portance, and one on which he was far from having made up hi Wl 
mind, particularly the clauſes reſpecting wills, and wiſhed to her 
the ſubje@ fully diſcuſſed. | 

He ſaid the Engliſh acts, though optional in their language, 
are mandatory in their effects; for the conſequence of non-regiltry 
of wills there is, that ſuch are declared fraudulent and void again 
ſubſequent purchaſes; which preſcribes an intereſt in regiſtering 
as powerful as compulſory words. ; 


The ATToxNey GENERAL faid that every argument in fa- 
vour of regiſtering deeds, militated as forcibly for the regiſtry of 
wills; and ſtated a caſe in which he had been concerned, and wa: 
well known ia the courts, where very great miſchief aroſe from 

the concealment of a will—the caſe of a Mr. Bridges of England, 
who ſucceeded by virtue of an old will (which had never been 


vw 

proved or appeared before) to Mr. Gilbert's eſtate. tl 
Sir Joux BraqQuieke ſaid the intention of the bill was to f 
regulate and legalize the fees of the regiſtry, rather than to in- 7 


creaſe them; ſuch a regulation, he thought would be very de- 
firable in every office, as it had been known that where the legal 
fee was but ſixpence, twenty guineas had been extorted. 

: —— further conſideration of the bill was adjourned to the 26th 
a t. 


A bill for amending the act for repairing the road leading to 
Mullingar, read a firit time, and ordered to be read a ſecond on 
the 24th. | 


The Recorver moved, that the proper officer do lay before 

e Houſe, the amount of all ſums aſſeſſed upon the inhabitants 
b Dublin, within the laſt two years, by the commiſſioners for 
Saving and lighting the ſtreets. 

| Alo, that the proper officer do lay before the Houſe, an account 

ill; r the ſeveral ſums of money paid by the treaſurer or other officer 

. 1 for the paving, into the National Bank, for two years paſt.—Or - 
eered accordingly. 
After which the Houſe adjourned to the 24th inſtant, 


— 


TrvursDaY, Maxcn 24, 1785. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


A petition of the right reverend father in God, Walter Lord 
Biſhop of the united biſhopricks of Leighlin and Ferns, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that the demeſne or 
menſal lands of the faid united biſhopricks lie a great diſtance 
aſunder, and are inconveniently ſituated, and there is no manſion 
houſe- yet built for the reſidence of the biſhop of the ſaid 
united biſhopricks ; that part of the lands of Lower Ferns, and 
other lands ſituated near the cathedral church of the dioceſe of 
Ferns, containing two hundred and fixty-ſeven acres, part of the 
eſtate of the ſaid biſhoprick, are convenient for a demeſne for 
the biſhop of the ſaid united ſees ; that the ſaid lands were de- 
miſed for a term of years to James Symes, Eſq; deceaſed, who 
at his death deviſed his intereſt in the ſaid lands to Mitchelburne 
Symes, Eſq; and Rohert White, gent. in truſt for the uſe and 
ſupport of St. Patrick's Hoſpital for lunaticks and idiots; that 
the ſaid Robert White is dead, and ſaid Mitchelburne Symes, 
with the conſent of the ſaid governors, has agreed to ſurrender 
the ſaid leaſe in conſideration of 1,5ocl. to be paid by petitioner 
for the uſe of the ſaid hoſpital ; that the right reverend Bartholo- 
mew Vigors, heretofore biſhop of the ſaid ſee, bequeathed the 
ſum of zool. to his immediate ſucceſſor, for the purpoſe of buy- 
ing a leaſe or building a houſe for the more convenient habita- 
tion of the biſhops of the fail ſce ; that the right reverend Edward 
Young, heretofore biſhop of the ſaid ſee, bequeathed to his 
ſucceſſots in the ſaid ſee the jum of 700!. to be laid out in build- 
ing an houſe for the reſidence of the biſhops of the ſaid ſee; that 
the ſaid two ſums have not yet been laid out, purſuant to the 
ſaid bequeſts, and are now in the hands of your petitioner; that 
petitioner apprehends the intentions of ſaid teſtators will be more 
effectually carried into execution by applying the ſaid two ſums 
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in aid of the purpoſes aforeſaid, than by applying them trial; ai 
according to the directions of the ſaid bequeſts ; and that peti. Wi 
tioner is adviſed the aid of parliament is neceſſary to enable hin i 
to carry the ſeveral matters aforeſaid into execution z and praying 
the Houſe to make ſuch order therein as they ſhould think fit. 


The Right Honourable Luxe GarDinex preſented to the RAE? 
Houſe, according to order, a bill for making, widening, andrepairing Wi 
public roads in the county of Dublin, and for repealing part of nn 
ſeveral acts formerly made for that purpoſe ; which was received WF: 
and read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on I 
Monday the 4th of April next. — 36 


Mr. Paul Le Bas, examinator of corn premiums, preſented to.. 
the Houſe, purſuant to their order, an account of bounties paid Wi thi: 
on all corn, malt, meal, and flour, brought coaſtways to the a 
city of Dublin, from Lady-day, 1783, to Lady-day, 1734, an 
ſpecifying the amount of each particular grain, and the ſum paid RY" <) 
or the ſame. 


of ! 

An officer from St. Michan's pariſh preſented to the Houſe, , 
N their order, an account of the expences of the watch ho 
of St. Michan's pariſh for two years, ending the 25th day of + 
March, 1784. | = 
An officer from the Market-houſe in Thomas-ftreet preſented he 
to the Houſe, purſuant to their order, a return of wheat, oats, on 
oatmeal, barley, bere, rye, and flour, weighed in Thomas of 


ſtreet market, from the iſt of January, 1784, to the laſt of 
December, in ſaig year. | 


Li 
An officer from the pariſh of St. Catherine preſented to the 
Houſe, purſuant to their order, a return of the expence of the 
watch of the city part of St. Catherine's pariſh, for two years, 
ending the 25th day of March, 1784. H. 


A petition of John Edmeſton, of Berwick upon Tweed, Eſq; 
and Mary Edmeſton, otherwiſe Barker, his wife; John Haſſard, his 
of Toam, in the county of Cavan, Eiq; and Samuela Haſſard, 


otherwite Barker, his wife; Henry Bolton, of Ballycanvan, in at! 
the county of Waterford, Eſqz and Elizabeth Bolton, other- WI 
wiſe Barker, his wife, was preſented to the Houſe and read, lo 


ſetting forth that petitioners eſtates would be much benefited if 
they were enabled to make building leaſes of the ſame, which by 


their reſpective marriage ſettlements they are precluded from 
doing, and praying relief. 


A petition of the governors and guardians of the hoſpital for 
the relief of poor lying- in women in Great Britain-ſtreet, Dublin, la 
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ting the diſtreſſed condition of that uſeful charity, and praying 
= clicf, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


vp The Right Honourable Joun Berrsrorp preſented to the 
Houſe, according to order, a bill for improving the port and 
= cbour of Dublin, by regulating the Ballaſt and Pilot offices, 
uod for enlarging the funds applicable to the improvement of the 

aid port and harbour; which was received and read the firſt 
ime, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday ſeven- 
night. N 


Mr. Coxxy moved that the proper officer do lay before 
WW chis Houſe an account of the ſeveral appeals in caſes where 
trials have been had before the ſub-commiſſioners of exciſe, 


by and the ſeveral ſums of money <p rare out of his Majeſty's 
bald revenue in reſpe& of the ſame, for five years, ending the 25th 


of March laſt. 


Mr. Boy moved for leave to withdraw the bill for amending, 
and the more effeQually carrying into execution, the ſeveral 
laws relative to the regiſtering wills and deeds in the Regiſtr y- 
office of this kingdom, and the better regulating and conveying 
the buſineſs of ſaid office. Leave accordingly being granted him, 


\ted he preſented another bill of a ſimilar title, which was read a firſt 
ats, _ _ ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday the 4th 
0 Apri . : 7 


The following meſſage was received from his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant, by the Gentleman-uſher of the Black Rod : 


5 « Mr. Speaker, 
Ars, &© It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 


Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers,” | 


ſq; Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went to attend 
ard, his Grace. 

ard, And being returned, the Speaker reported that the Houſe had 
, in attended his Grace the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of Peers, 
her- where his Grace was pleaſed to give the royal aſſent to the fol- 
_ lowing bills : 

d | | 

by FUBL IC BqiLkL 

rom 


1. An act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
an additional duty on wine, hides, beer, ale, and other goods 
and merchandizes therein mentioned; and for prohibiting the 
importation of all gold and filver-lace, and of all cambricks and 
lawns, except of the manufacture of Great Britain; and of all 
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hops, except of the growth of Great Britain and the Britiſh plan- 
tations; and of all glaſs, except from Great Britain. * 

2. An act for granting to his Majeſty the ſeveral aids, duties, 
rates, impoſitions, and taxes therein particularly expreſſed, to 
be applied to the payment of the intereſt of the ſums therein pro- i 
vided for, and towards the diſcharge of the ſaid principal ſems, Wi 
in ſuch manner as therein is directed, and for ſuch other pur- 
poſes as are therein mentioned. 

3. An act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
the ſeveral duties therein mentioned, to be levied by the commit. 

fioners for managing the ſtamp- duties. . 

4. An act for the advancement of trade, and for granting to 
his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſeveral duties therein 
mentioned. 

5. An ad; for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
certain duties and rates upon the portage and conveyance of all 
letters and packets within this kingdom; and for explaining and 
amending an act paſſed in the twenty-third and twenty-fourth 
years of his Majeſty's reign, intitled an act for eſtabliſhing x 
poſt-office within this kingdom. | 

6. An aQ for regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting to 
his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein men- 
tioned, | | 

7. An act for regulating and extending the tobacco trade, and 
for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties 
therein mentioned. 

8. An act to promote the linen and hempen manufacture, by 
encreaſing the ſupply of Iriſh flax-ſced, and encouraging the ex- 
port of linens and fail-cloth ; and for granting to his Majeſty, 
his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 

9. An act for licenſing hawkers and pedlars, petty chapmen, 
and other perſons. ; 

10. An act for granting certain duties upon licenſes to be 
taken out by the ſeveral perſons therein mentioned. 

11. An act for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, certain duties on carriages. 

12. An act for explaining and amending an act, intitled an ad 
for tegulating the corn trade, promoting agriculture, and provid- 
ing a regular and ſteady ſupply of corn in this kingdom, and for 
granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties 
therein mentioned. | 

13- An act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
the ſeveral duties therein mentioned upon coffee. 

14. An act for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſuc - 
ceſſors, certain duties upon malt. 3 

15. An act for granting to his Majeſty the duty therein men- 
tioned, to be paid to the truſtees of the Royal Exchange, 
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Reſolved, that the thanks this Houſe be given to the Rig 
Honourable the Speaker, for the excellent ſpeech made by hin 
at the bar of the Houſe of Peers on preſenting the money bill; 
this day, and that he be requeſted to print the ſame, * 


A petition of the Right Honourable Francis Pierpoint, Loi 
Baron Conyngham, the nephew and heir at law of Henry, Eu 
Conyngham, deceaſed; Henry Burton, and Nathaniel Willi 
Burton, the only fons of the ſaid Lord Baron Conynghan, 
minors, of the age of eighteen years or thereabouts, and una. 
ried, by their ſaid father and guardian the ſaid Francis Pierpoin, Wb 
Lord Baron Conyngham; Richard Jones, Eſqz and Roger — + 
Efq; his eldeſt fon and heir apparent; and Alexander Murry, 
Eſq; who has no iſſue, was preſented to the Houſe and read, 
ſetting forth that a petition has been preſented to this Houſe hy 
the Right Honourable William Conyngham, praying aid to mal 
the neceſſary eſtabliſhments to carry on the fiſheries on the non 
weſt coaſt of this kingdom; and that the ſaid Mr. Conyngham bj 
his ſaid petition, offers to raiſe by mortgage of the manor of Pon. 
Dungloe, part of his eſtate in the county of Donegal, the ſum d 
20,0001, to be expended upon the purpoſes aforeſaid, upon u 
equal ſum being granted by parliament for the ſaid purpoſz 
That by the limitations of the ſaid manor of Port Dungloe, und ort 
the will of Henry, Earl Conyngham, deceaſed, ſaid W.illin 
Conyngham (who has no iffue) is made tenant for life of the ſa 
manor, with ſeveral remainders over to your petitioners 2 
others. That your petitioners are the only perſons concerned it 
mtereſt under the ſaid will, and that they are fully ſenſible 8 
the great advantage the ſaid offer, if carried into execution, wil 
be of to the faid eſtate, and your petitioners intereſt therein 
but that by reaſon of the limitations aforeſaid, the ſaid Willa 
Conyngham is not empowered to raiſe any ſum on the ſaid eſta dur! 
for the improvement thereof; and praying that leave may | 
given to bring in a bill for charging the ſaid manor of Par 
Dungloe, in the county of Donegal, with the ſaid ſum of 20,004 
to be expended for the purpoſes aforeſaid, 


The cage I Jo the Right Honourable the Speaker's ſpeech! 


his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, on preſenting the money dil 
. | | 


May it pleafe your Grace, mo 


No ſyſtem of government or of commerce can be ſecure « 
tmanent which is not founded in juſtice z of this truth tt 
iſtory of every great empire affords ſufficient proofs, none mot 
than the Britiſh, But however evident in theory this truth mf 


/ 
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to the amount of about 140,000l. a year, in order to raiſe the | 
revenue to the level of the public expence, yet they truſt they 
have done it in ſuch manner that the burthen will be little felt 


by the people; and they rely, with confidence, on your Grace“ 4 


juſtice and affection for this kingdom, that you will prevent, to 4 


the utmoſt of your power, any future deficiencies, by enjoining Wi 
the ſtrĩcteſt economy in every department of the ſtate ; and that 
your Grace will repreſent to his Majeſty, in the moſt favourable Wi 


light, the conduct of his faithful Commons, by whoſe command, 
and in whoſe name, I now preſent to your Grace, for the royal 
aſſent, the following bills, viz. ' = 


The Houſe adjourned to Monday the 4th of April next. 


£ _ ** _ * 8 


' | 


Monxpar, Ar RTL 4, 1785. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

A petition of the lord mayor, ſheriffs, commons and citizens 
of the city of Dublin, in common council aſſembled, praying to 
be heard by cheir counſel againſt the bill for improving the port 
and harbour of Dublin, by regulating the hallaſt and pilot offices, 


and for enlarging the funds applicable to the improvement of the 
faid port and barbour, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


It was ordered that the lord mayor, ſheriffs, commons and 
citizens of the city of Dublin, be heard by their counſel againſt 
the bil for improving the harbour of Dublin, on the ſecond read- 

Sir Joun BLaqy1exe preſented, from the commiſſioners for 
Pavings lighting, and cleapfing the itreets of Dublin, the ſeveral 

apers ordered on the laſt day of the Houſe's fitting.—He ſaid 
pe had attended that day in his place till within five minutes of 
the adjournment, but as the honourable and learned magi(- 
trate who had moved for thoſe papers had not then declared his 
purpole in calling for, them, he believed it would not be unparlia- 

enrary if he ſhould now requeſt him to explain his intentions on 
bi ſubject. e i 

The RecorDen ſaid his intention was to know what ſums of 
money were raiſed upon the citizens for the purpoſes of lighting, 
paving, &c. and how theſe ſums had heen expended ; whether any 
and what ſums were in the treaſurer's hands; and whether the 
treaſurer had given any and what ſecurity to the public for the 
forthcoming of 'theſe ſums. His great object was to prevent the 
public ſuſtaining any injury by the miſapplication- or loſs of any 


b 


| 4 lum raiſed upon them; and he ſaid he thought it abſolutely neceſ- 
ary to guard againſt theſe evils, by obliging the treaſurer to give 
ecccurity, for he had been informed that the ſums paid into his 


p hands were no trifles, 15001. at once being no unuſual receipt. 

- ; Sir Joux BLAG Ex (aid he believed the treaſurer had com- 
hat 4 plied with whatever the act required. He ſaid the honourable 
ble and learned magiſtrate had ſpoken of great ſums received by the 
1d, treaſurer, when in fact he never had one ſhilling in his hands; on 


the contrary, he and ſome of the commiſſionets had raiſed on their 
private credit the ſum of 2000]. to forward the works; and the 
node purſued by the board, of paying away all money to the 
W neceſſary contractors and workmen as faſt as it was received, 
made it impoſſible that the public ſhouid ſuſtain any ſuch loſs as 
the honourable and learned magiſtrate had intimated. It was 
true, he ſaid, that 10,0001. had been borrowed under the autho- 
rity of the laſt act of parliament for paving, &c. but the commiſ- 
ſioners had been too good œconomiſts to take up any part of that 
ſum a ſingle day before it was wanted to pay over to the different 
perſons employed, 


General LuTTRELL ſaid as the learned magiſtrate had not 
minced the matter, but declared that his wiſh was to prevent the 
public money being embezzled, he was glad to have the ſubje& 
—_ and openly ſpoxen upon, that the public might ſee the con- 


duct of the commiſſioners in its true light, and it would then ap- 

pear that the hononrable and learned magiſtrate could have no 
and reaſon for ſuggeſting ſuch an idea as embezzlement, except it 
inſt aroſe from that knowledge which his ſituation gave him of the 
ad- manner in which former commithoners of paving had managed 

the public money, | ; 
for The Recorxpen replied that it was not his intention to impute 
oral the leaſt impropriety of conduct to any man, his object was to 
aid prevent it z and as to the former board of paving commiſſioners, 
of he muſt ever ſuppoſe they were immaculate—that board was com- 
giſ- poſed of the members of both Houſes of parliament. | 
bis The following meſſage was received from his Grace the Lord 
= Lieutenant, by the Gentleman-uſher of the Black-rod ; 

« Mr. Speaker, 1 
f « It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 

— Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.“ 
— Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went to attend his 
the Grace, and when they had returned, the Speaker reported that the 
the Houſe had attended his Grace che Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe 
the of Peers, where his Grace was pleaſed to give the royal aſſent to 
any the bills following: | 
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PUBLIC BILLS. 


1. An act for granting the ſum of twenty thouſand ponnds to A 
e 


the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, the Deputy Vice-Treaſurer, the Teller of the Exchequer, i 


the ſenior commiſſioner of his Majeſty's revenue, the Rigit Honou- 


table Thomas Conolly and the Right Honourable Luke Gardiner, 


or any four of them, for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 
2. An act for further continuing an act, intitled an act for fact. 
Iitating the trade and intercourſe between this kingdom and the 


United States of America, and: for furthering the faid trade and 3» | 


intercourſe ; and for prohibiting the import of tobacco not being 
of the growth of the ſaid States, or of the Britiſh Plantations, ot 
Great Britain. 

3. An act for the better encouragement of trade, by regulating 
the payment of bounties, and exempting them from fees. 

4. An act to prevent the practice of ſeducing artificers and ma- 
nufacturers of this kingdom, and of exporting the ſeveral tool 
and utenſils made ufe of in preparing and working up the manu- 
factures thereof, into parts beyond the ſeas. 


It was ordered that the Houfe be called over on Tueſday the 
12th of April inftant, and that every member then in the kingdom 
doattend, on pain of incurring the cenſure of the Houſe, and that 
the Speaker do write circular letters to the different ſherifls,direQ- 
ing them to inform the members within their ſeveral bailiwicks, 
that their attendance is required upon that day. 


The Houſe adjourned to Monday the 1 +th inflant. 


_—. 


— 


Mo x DAY, Arz1L 11, 1785. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


Sir Jon x PAR NEIL moved, that it be an inſtruction to the com- 
mittee on the Nenagh gaol bill, to teceive a clauſe to impowet 
the grand jury of the Queen's county, at the quarter ſeſſions, to 
_— of the houſe of induſtry of ſaĩd county to public purpoſes, 

rdered. 

- Frederick Trench, Eſq; took the uſual oaths and his ſeat for the 
borough of Maryborough. 


A meſſage was received from the Lords by the Doctors Walker 
and Veſey, that they had agreed to an engroſſed bill ſent up by 
the Houfe, without alteration, for the better fupport of the 
Foundling-hoſpital« ' 

Ordered tothe Lord Lieutenant by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. : | 
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Mc.GanDINER preſented a bill for the amendment of the Cir- 
ular Road act, which was reada firſt time, and ordered to be read 
ſecond time to-morrow. * 


A petition of the merchants who have beer nominated a coun- 
il by a numerous body of traders, aſſociated under the title of 


e Chamber of Commerce of the city of Dublin, was preſented 
o the Houſe and read, ſetting forth the evil conſequences ariſing 
o the corn export trade of this kingdom, from the preſent ex- 
cluſon of the metropolis from a ſhare of the export bounty, 
WET hat petitioners underſtand this exception is on the ground, that 
ue corn which ſupplies the conſumption of Dublin receives an in- 
and or coaſt carriage bounty; but petitioners repreſent, that if 
the principle of this partial excluſion were politic, it is an act of 
Winjuſtice fo far as relates to the articles of peas, beans and oats, 
fre two firſt ſcarcely receiving any carriage bounty, and the lat- 
ter a bounty ſo inſignificant as to be almolt inoperative z and ſub- 
mitting to the Houle that it would be wiſe and expedient to ſuf- 


er the exporters of corn, grain, meal or flour, from Dublin, to 


commute the inland or coalt carriage bounty for the export boun- 
ty; and praying relief. 


The Right Honourable Luxe GA DIN ER, according to order, 


reported from the committee appointed to take into conſideration 
the petition of Lord Baron Conyngham, and others, 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for raiſing the 
ſum of twenty thouſand pounds upon the manor of Port Dungloe, 
in the county of Donegal, the eſtates of the Right Honourable 
William Conyngham, to be expended, together with another ſum 
of twenty thouſand pounds granted by parliament, in promoting 
the fiſheries on the weſtern coaſt of the county of Donegal, in 
manner therein mentioned, and that the Right Honourable Mr. 


Gardiner, the Right Honourable Mr. Conolly, and Mr. Arthur 
Wolte, do prepare and bring in the ſame, 


A petition of the tanners and butchers of the city of Dublin, 
and the ſuburbs thereof, praying that it may be enacted that the 
market for the ſale of green, hides ſhall be continued at the pre- 
ſent ſcite in Mary*s-lane, was preſented to the Houſe and ri 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill to regulate the 
trade of pawn-brokers, and to enable them to take a higher intereſt 
for ſums under ten pounds than ſix pounds per cent. per annum; 
and that Mr. Holmes, Mr. Alcock and Mr. Charles O'Neill do 
prepare ang bring in the ſame, 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill to diſable any 
perſon from being choſen a member of, or from ſitting and voting 
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in the Houſe of Commons, who has any penſion during pleaſure, 


or for any number of years, from the Crown, and for furthering 
9 of the judges; and that Mr. John Forbes, Mr, 
Corry, Sir Edward Newenham, and the Right Honourable Mr, 
Brownlow, do prepare and bring in the ſame, 


A petition of Charles Hamilton, of the city of Dublin, Eq; 
was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that petitioner WA 


has gone to great expence in extending and bringing to perfection 


the refinery of ſalt at Ringſend, near Dublin; that the ſalt made « N 


by petitioner, at his ſaid refinery, is of an extraordinary good 
quality, owing to the advantage derived to the faid works from 
the total excluſion of any intermixture of freſh water ; that petiti- 
oner has obſerved that a bill has been introduced into this Houſe 
for the purpoſe of changing the courſe of the river Dodder, by 


turning it to the ſtrand, on the ſouth fide of the Ballaſt-office | 


wall, by which the purity of the ſea water will be much impair- 
ed, to the great injury of petitioner; and praying that a clauſe may 
be introduced into the ſaid bill, empowering the commiſſioners ap- 
pointed to carry the intention of ſaid bill into execution, to make 
' fatisfaQtion to petitioner for any damage he may ſuſtain thereby. 


Mr. BZARESTOR D ſaid, as he underſtood that the counſel who 
were to be heard againſt the bill for the improvement of the hat- 
bour of Dublin were not ready, he would move, that the ſecond 
reading be poſtponed to Wedneſday next. 


Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe 
particular account of the revenue of the Ballaſt-office, and the 
application of it, from the year 1748, diſtinguiſhing each year, 
and diſtinguiſhing the different heads of expenditure, placing ſuch 

art thereof as was applied in each year to the building of the 
Þallaſ-office wall and Light-houſe under a ſeparate head, 


— — —— 


TouzsDaAY, AFRIL 12, 1785. 


The bill for amending and more effeQually carrying into execu- 
tion, the ſeveral laws relative to the regiſtering of deeds and wills 
in the Regiſtry-office of this kingdom, and for the better regulating 
and conduQing the buſineſs of ſaid office, was read à ſecond 
time. 

When the queſtion for its committal was put, 

Mr. CuazLzs O'Neil objected to the principles of the bill, 
as unneceſſary in ſome caſes, and tending to raiſe the fees of an 
office which were already ſufficient z not, ſaid he, on account ol 


— 
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he worthy and right honourable gentleman who now preſides in 


ey : hat office, but what ſurety have we that his ſucceſſor may not be 
n arrand raſcal, whom a . adminiſtration may bribe with the 
— molument of an office, that I am informed will, if this bill paſſes 
VII. 


nto a law, amount to ſeven or eight thouſand pounds à year. 


Mr. Bo vo defended the bill as to its principles, and declared 
bat the emolument of the office, by the beſt accounts he had 
een able to obtain, amounted, on an average of the laſt three 
ears, to only 729]. 8s. 2d. a year, : 
= Mr. Mol rx rUx.—I have many objections to the bill; the 
WDrincipal one is, the raiſing the emalument of the office, which I 
Whink a bed precedent, 


zuſe Mr. W. T. Jones ſaid were he to enter on a panegyric of the 

by haracter of the gentleman who held this office, it could only add 
ice he ſuffrage of an individual to a reputation long ſtamped by the 
WR oice of a kingdom. He did not attempt to ſpeak, as a lawyer, to 


he merits of this bill z it was a charaQter which he did not aſſume, 
nd to which he had no wiſh to make any pretenſions; but the 
preſent expence to the great body of the people, already attend- 
ng the adminiſtration to wills, had rendered teſtamentary bequeſts 
xtremely nugatory; and this additional expence of regiſterin 
ills muſt add ſtill more to the grievance, He found himſelf, 
herefore, bound in conſcience to vote againſt the committal of 
he bill, 


Mr. CoRRAN.— I ſhall not, on account of the reſpect J have 
or the right honourable gentleman who is concerned, oppoſe the 
ommittal of this bill, but would not have it underitood I hold 
oa any manner pledged to ſupport the bill in its further 
progreſs, - ! 


This bill was committed for Thurſday, 


The bill for the improvement of the avenues leading to the city 
df Dublin, was, purſuant to order, read a fecond time. 


Sir FxeDexICK FLOOD,—I riſe to give my moſt decided op- 
poſition to this bill, which indeed lay under ſentence of death 
already, having been condemned by * ſucceſſive parliaments, 
and which, from the ditpoſition of the Houſe, I truſt will this 
day receive final execution. 

This bill profeſſes in its title to improve the ayenues to the city 
of Dublin. The title ſhould be altered. It is to improve cer- 
tain eſtates and to advance certain works in the county of Dub- 
lin, by a tax upon the reſt of the kingdom. 

Except the little diſguiſe which is in the title, the bill itſelf 
goes pretty openly to its objects, which are to load the neceſſaries 
and the comforts of life with heavy taxes, for the purpoſes I have 
— and alſo to provide places for a numbet of unnecęſſary 
mers, 
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The commiſſioners to be appointed under this bill, wen? 
it poſſible that it ſhould paſs into a law, would be empovw- 
ered to erect as many turnpikes as they ſhould think proper on 2 
the roads within fix miles of Dublin, as alſo a convenient numb Wil 
of toll-houſes ; theſe turnpikes and toll-houſes muſt be attendei 
by at leaſt thirty-two officers, and as it is not very much the f. 
ſbion to work for nothing, the falaries of theſe officers, togethe; W's 
with the expence of building toll-houſes and erectipg gates, mut 
amount to an enormous ſum. And to what end muſt all this was 
of money be made? Certainly not for the amendment of th: Wl 
roads, as thoſe where there are no turnpikes are infinitely ſuperic WF 
to them that are encumbered with that mode of taxation. I have nn 
ſaid thirty-two officers, but upon _— into the bill 1 ſee 
ſchedule of ſalary as long as the penſion liſt. a ; 

I cannot avoid ſaying, Sir, that I think the members of thi; 
Houſe are not treated with much reſpeR in the appointment of the 
truſtees under the bill. The members for the city and county, 
the grand jury for the time being, together wich every peer who 
poſſeſſes a forty-ſbilling freehold in the county, are appointed 
truſtees; no commoner is entruſted, though he ſhould haue 
10,000]. a year in the county; but the diſpoſal of a tax to e 
levied on the whole of the kingdom is left to the grand jury d 
the county of Dublin, aided and aſſiſted by a number of forty: 
ſhilling peers. This, Sir, I ſay is not reſpeQful ; nor would, 


a commoner, even if J had views of quitting this Houſe, has; 0 
made a diſtinction ſo unfavourable to its members. 

But all the objeQions I have yet made to this bill are nothing, » 
when compared to the oppreſſion which it lays upon the poo t 
people who bring proviſions or goods from the counties of Wer. N 
ford, Wicklow, and indeed every part of the kingdom. Tbeſ⸗ ˖ 
8 have already paid the county ceſs in their own country; \ 

ut that will not do, they muſt ſubmit to a new taxation whe 1 
they approach the city of Dublin, and which, while it bean | 
heavy upon them, will be till more injurious to the citizens; it 
will operate as a tax upon agriculture, and ſo far as it goes, cout- 


teract the bounties which the wiſdom of parliament. has grantey 
to encourage the carrying of corn to the metropolis. © 

This bill indeed is fo generally reprobated, that it is ſcarcely 
neceſſary to examine into its particular faults; but I muſt oblerve, 
it ſeems principally directed againſt the counties of Wexford and 
Wicklow, which enjoy the advantage of good roads without tht 
curſe of turnpikes. It is well known that in theſe two counties! 
cat can ſeldom carry a greater burden than four or five hundre 
weight, owing to the number of hills and the inequality of tht 
ground, while in the counties of Kildare and Carlow, where ils 
ground is level, a car will carry twice that burden; and yet ttt 
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ar from Wexford or Wicklow is to be taxed as high as from Kil- 


lare and Carlow. ; ad a 
I have faid that proviſion s will be raiſed in price to the citizens 


of Dublin; but this is not the worſt, the act propoſes to reſtrain 
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beir perſonal liberty 3 a citizen ſhall no longer be permitted to 
he fi i ide beyond the magic circle at which turnpike gates are to be 
gethe aced, without ſubmitting to a tax; bufinels, health or i 
muf I it is all the ſame; and though he ſhould be going to the Blac 
wat Rock to bathe for his health, he muſt not hope to paſs freely, for 
)f 1. the truſtees will find means to place turnpikes on the ſtrand. 
perio i As to that part which appropriates the money to be thus raiſed 


to the building of Ifland-bridge, over which one in ten thouſand 
of the perſons taxed will never paſs, it is too abſurd to require 
any argument. I ſhall therefore conclude with ſaying, that the 
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}f thi. right honourable gentleman ſbould rather have endeavoured to re- 
of the move ſome of the turnpikes already exiſting, than to burden the 
unty, people with new ones. 

8 Before I fit down I muſt obſerve, that I have been requeſted to 
intel preſent a petition from a reſpectable number of freeholders of the 


county of Wexford, praying that the bill may not paſs into a 
law ; but as I hope it will now meet its fate, I will wait the iſſue 
of the queſtion of commitment. | 

Mr. GaxzDiner.—Though this bill has before appeared in the 
Houſe, the nen-attendance of gentlemen was ſuch, that until this 


haze 44 it had never a fair tial in a full Houſe, 

b n the firſt place, I am ſurpriſed to ſee an honourable baronet 
thing who oppoſes this bill, talk of it as a tax on proviſions that come 
poor to Dublin: The toll of a car laden with theſe is but one penny 3 
_ now what that penny can raiſe the value of the ſeveral articles in 


the car-load, requires the aid of decimal fractions to aſcertain, 
Why has not the baronet taken notice of the city tolls now 
under the conſideration of a committee? I am ſure they are a 


bean heavier tax. 

ns; i If turnpike roads are ſo unneceſſary, how comes it that the in- 
COUT habitants of this city leave the roads where there are no turnpikes, 
ante to ride on the Circular Road, but that it is better than the 


others ? 

The firſt turnpike road in the kingdom was the one from Dub- 
lin to Kilcullen-bridge, made in the year 1729 a time in the 
memory of many living, before which I have been aſſured that 
A coach and fix has been a whole day getting as far as Naas. 

This city is now becoming one of the fineſt in the univerſe, 
while the avenues to it are a diſgrace. Muſt it continue thus, 
and gentlemen come up in winter to this ſuperb metropolis up to 
their necks in mud ? | 

There can be no compariſon drawn from the county of Dublin 
With other counties: All the roads in the kingdom center here 
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as the radii of a circle, which are of courſe cloſer near the point 
of union, ſo that the county of Dublin has more roads to maintain 
than any other county in the kingdom, and the other counties 
ſhould never complain of any little toll they ſhould be charged 
with, when (as in the caſe of corn and flour) they have a pre- 
emption in our own market by the bounties they get, without 
taking into account the ſaving of their horſes and cars, by the 
goodneſs of the roads. : 

As to the appropriation of a part of the produce to Iſſand- 
bridge, if that is the only objection, I ſhall readily wave it; yet 
that bridge is a very neceſfary work; and though from the miſ- 
take of a projector ſome money was expended in vain, we have 
now got the bridge above water, but in fo unfiniſhed a ſtate, that 
coming down to it from the road, it is like the Het Caſſe in the 
Ombres Chinciſe, 


Mr MoLvxevux faid he would vote for the tax, as neceſſary to 
make the road paſſable. He ſaid every avenue out of London 
was attended with a turnpike. 


The Honourable Dexnx15 Bxoww oppoſed the tax, as ope- 
rating againſt tillage, and highly to the diſadvantage of his con- 
ſtituents, whoſe opinions he defired to take before he ſhould vote 
to lay ſo heavy a burden on them; he was therefore for commit. 
ing the bill to the firſt of Auguſt, 


Sir Francis HuTcurnsow- faid though it had been inſi- 
nuated that the oppoſition to the bill had been chiefly owing to 
the gentlemen of the counties of Wicklow and Wexford, yet the 
other counties of Ireland would be nearly as much affected by it. 
That though the preamble ſtates that, it would be unjuſt to 
levy off the county of Dublin ſums adequate to the repair of its 
own roads,“ yet the contrary would appear by conſidering how 
much the value ofthe Dublin lands has been advanced by the refort 
of the gentry from other parts of the kingdom to the capital, 
That the thirty-eight ſbillings per acre had been mentioned as a 
county cf Dublin ceſs, yet it appeared by an account laid laſt 
ſeſſion before the Hopſe of Commons, that on an average of ſix 
years, ending in 1783, the preſentments on the county, had 
amounted in the whole year only to fixteen pence per acre, 
which was 2 ſum they had ſometimes riſen to in another county, 
which did not enjoy the ſame advantages of ſituation. 

He faid that turnpikes were a bad precedent for repairing roads, 
as appeared from general experience in Ireland, and that this bill 
in particular, appointed ſalaries to a great yearly amount, viz, 
1 ool. to a treaſurer, 50l. per annum, to a clerk, gate-keepers at 
20l. each, of whom there would probably be two or three placed 
on each of the eighteen roads recited in the bill, and 2 16l. year- 
ly for ſurveyors, at 408. per mile, for each of the ſix miles on 
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hoſe eighteen roads or avenues z and he denied, that all the 
roviſions brought from the county of Wicklow to Dublin, were 

WF) uxurious, as potatoes and butter formed a conſiderable part of 

tem. He ſaid that broad wheels were only neceffary on deep 

1 roads, but not on hard ones. 


ou | | 
the Mr, NEVIII.— The right honourable gentleman who ſo often 
has introduced this bill, ſays that it never yet has had fair play z 
d- but he now confeſſes jt is now likely to have fair play; and 1 
yet truſt the treatment it will receive on this occaſion will convince 
il him that it is uſeleſs to bring it on any more in the Houſe of Com- 
ve mons; and that if it ſhould ſtill remain his favourite, he muſt 
lat bring it on the next time in ſome other Houſe, 
he The numerous evils which would flow from this bill have al- 
teeady been ſo fully pointed out, that I ſhall content myſelf with 
a ſingle obſervation z that is, that the principle on which it im- 
70 oſes a tax, is different from what has ever been deemed eſſential 
* to all bills of taxation. Heretofore no tax was ever impoſed 
except for the public benefit, or in conſideration of ſome benefit 
e- to be conferred on the individual taxed. But here is a tax laid on 
1 cars bringing the neceſſaties of life to Dublin, not for the advan- 
e tage of the public, but to pay the debt of the Circular Road; and 
Q certainly not for the benefit of the carman paying the tax; for 


he is abſolutely prohibiced from driving his car upon that road. 
The right honourable gentleman who ſupports the tax, is ſur 
priſed that it ſhould be oppoſed by the gentlemen of the county 
of Wexford and the county of Wicklow. It is not at all ſurpriſing 
that thoſe gentlemen who have the beſt roads in the world in their 
own counties, which are made without a turnpike tax, ſhould be 
unwilling to pay that tax to make the roads of another county, 


Too queſtion was then put on its committal, when there ap- 
peare , "i 5 

Ayes, — 33 

Noes, — 130 


eds. 0 0 © WW 4 FF 


The Right Honourable the Ar TAN EY GENERAL reported 
rom the committee appointed to take into conſideration the 
Ir of Sir Robert Warren, Bart. James Bernard, Eſq; Wil- 
iam Lord Baron Riverſdale, Sampſon Stawell, Auguſtus Warren, 
and William Cuthbert, Eſquires, late bankers of Cork. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill, purſuant to 
the prayer of the ſaid petition, and that the Right Honourable Mr. 
_ General and Mr, Charles O'Neill do prepare aud bring 
in the ſame, 


A petition of James Doyle, Peter Roe and Robert Roe, of the 
Fity of Dublin, merchants, was preſented to the Houſe and ready 
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ſetting forth that petitioners are owners of the largeſt ſalt refinery a 
Ringſend, near Dublin, which was erected by petitioners at a very MW 
great expence z in which undertaking their principal inducement 
was the great advantage that the ſaid refinery would derive from 
having the ſea water of full ſtrength, and unmixed with any freſh 
water ; that petitioners find that a bill has been preſented to this 

Houſe to empower commiſſioners to change the courſe of the 
River Dodder to the ſouth eaſt of the ſaid works, by which 
means the water of the faid river will unavoidably mix with the 
ſea water which ſupplies the ſaid works, which will greatly pre- 
judice petitioners intereſt in the ſaid refinery, and praying that 
before the courſe of the ſaid river ſhall be changed, compenſation 
may be made to petitioners for the damage they will ſuſtain | 
thereby, 
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Alderman Warren moved that Alderman Henry Hart, Mr, 
John Marſden, Mr. John Mullarkey, and Mr. John Salt do attend 
this Houſe to-morrow morning, at the ſecond reading of the bill 


for improving the port and harbour of Dublin, by regulating the 
Ballaſt and Pilot offices. ts. K 
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Werks, APRIL 13, 1785. 


The Houſe, purſuant to order, read a ſecond time the bill for 
improving the port and harbour of Dublin, by regulating the 
Ballaſt and Pilot offices, and for enlarging the funds applicable to 
the improvement of the ſaid port, | 


Counſellors Duquerry and Emmet appearing at the bar in gr 
ſapport of the petition of the corporation of the city of Dublin, wy 
againſt the paſſing of the ſaid bill into a law, they were heard th 


accordingly. | * 

The arguments of theſe geritlemen went chiefly to the right th 
of the corporation under royal charters confirmed from time to 0 
time fince the reign of King John, to the government and ſuper- + 
intendance of Dublin harbour: That in the proſecution of the t 
preſent work, under direction of the Ballaſt- office, though the h 
corporation had received parliamentary grants to a conſiderable t 
amount, it had expended a much greater ſum than their amount, - 
and conducted the whole with judgment and integrity, as would 
appear from the accounts they had delivered in to the board af : 
commiſſioners of impreſt accounts z and that being called upon 8 


to produce theſe accounts to a commitee of the Houſe of Com- d 
mons, before they could get them back from the before-men» ; 
tioned board, this bill was brought into parliamenz, | 
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better ſucceſs ; and, finally, the commiſſioners of impreſt account 
to whom they were referred, have not yet been able to extract any Wi 
ſatisfactory report from them. But on the face of them ther 
contained many groſs contradictions and mis-ſtatements ſuficicy i 
to excite ſuſpicion. 1 


The want of œconomy in the Ballaſt- office committee is n ith 
nothing more conſpicuous than in their tranſaction with M.: 
Pemberton. Mr. Pemberton is a maſon of great reputation fi; *% red 
ſkill and 4 in his trade: he way formerly employed to h 
ſome work for the Ballaſt-office, and obſerving the manner in Wi har 
which they were doing that part of the wall near the Light -houſe, Wn 
and which cofts 181. 148. 5d. per foot, running meaſure; he of. T 
fered to do it in a more durable manner for 141: 10s. per foot; o ſ 
they rejected his offer; and appointed Mr. Mullarkey, a very nv W 
honeſt man, but no maſon, to ſuperintend the work, which they d p 
ſtill carry on at an expence of 181. 14s. 5d. per foot, though he 
they ſtate in their account that it coſts but 10l. per foot; yet ore 
at the tate they proceed it will coſt 160, oool. and take ninety Cap 
years to finiſh the work. : ou 

Theſe conſiderations induced me to try whether, by putting Stro 
the work into the hands of men more intereſted in its ſucceſs, i nor! 
might not be accelerated, and at a moderate expence. V 

n naming the perſons proper to have the ſuperintendance of nd 
this great object in future, I have followed the direction of the he 


Houle. The Houſe directed that no man ſhould belong to the 
Pilot- office who was not free of the fix and ten per cents; that 
rule I have followed with regard to the Ballaſt-office, by which — 
means a ſet of gentlemen converſant in maritime affairs will at à 


have the direction. N 
In the preſent committee there is not a ſingle man of that M chis 
deſcription, except the laſt man, who ſeems to have got there by to t 
accident. They are no doubt very worthy men, but certainly Que 
not ſo fit to have the management of the harbour as perſons 
whoſe property is liable to be loſt by neglecting its improvement. \ 
There is on the preſent committee a number of aldermen, very rifir 
reſpectable indeed, but not merchants; there is alſo a number \ 
of the commons, #. e. black-ſmiths, glovers, bakers, goldſmiths, nati 
Mr. Ewing flax -dreſſer, Mr. Binns ſilkman, and Mr. Tandy gen- cou 
tleman, together with one ſingle merchant, Mr. Folliot Magrath. niſt 


Are theſe _ perſons to conduct the work of a port? If 


they are, then | am wrong in deſiring to change them. But 1 tive 
wilt ſhew, Sir, that their unſkilfulneſs has done much miſchief, 
and that it is abſolutely neceſſary the direction of the Ballaſt- A 


office ſhould be put into other hands; and to this point I am had 
ready to produce evidence, if it ſhall be thought neceſſary. 


Sir Jon BLAGyIERE.—I do ſubmit to my right honoura- 
ble friend, that it is neceſſary for him to produce evidence to 
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0 point, that it may not be in any man's power to ſay here- 

er, that the Houſe proceeded in a matter of this moment 
itbout evidence. There is no evidence neceſſary as to the 
ofs miſ-ſtatements in the accounts, but the accounts them- 
Ives; and theſe are ſo enormous, that I hope they will not paſs 
ithout the animadverſion of this Houſe. My honourable friend 


in , I think, ſhewn too much moderation; for was he to pro- 
Mr. Need with becoming ſeverity, he would ſhaſe the corporation. 
— No can the Houſe avoid taking notice of ſuch an improper 
| 


barge as that under the article piles, where a falary of 28. 4d. 
eck, for ſeventeen years, is brought to account: 


le, , A ' T 
"of The Right Honourable Joux BeresrorD ſaid that as he wiſhed 
ot 3 o ſatisfy every man in the nation, that the bill which he brought 


2 was abſolutely neceſſary, he would bring evidence to the bar 
prove the great injury which many ſhips had ſuſtained through 
e eunſkilfullneſs of the preſent managers of the harbour. He ac- 
WE ordingly moved, that Mathew Cardiff, Captain John Dennis, 
aptain Robert Walker, Captain William Graydon, Captain 


[4 | 
ety Dougall Campbell, Mr. Dennis Murphy, Joſeph 99 Joke 
ting Strong, and Captain William Robinſon, do attend this Houſe to- 
8 it morrow morning, —Ordered. 


Mr. HaxTLEey ſaid he could fee no impropriety in charging 


> of nder the general head piles, the ſalary of the perſon who had 
- he ſuperintendance of them. 
— To which Sir Joun BLAUER replied, that under the act of 


parliament the committee had not a right to employ ſuch an officer 
at all. 


will | 

Mr. Ben Eso moved, that the proper officer do lay before 
that this Houſe a copy of the proceedings of the privy council relative 
by to the Ballaſt-ofhce accounts, puriuant to the act of the fixth of 
inly Queen Anne, 
ſons 


Mr. Lopes Mo x rs expreſſed a wiſhed that the Houſe, at its 
riſing, would adjourn to Friday next, : 


Mr. Cox x faid it was almoſt impoſſible to ſuppreſs his indig- 


ths, nation, to ſee, = after day,' the mercantile intereſts of this 
— country treated with fo cold an indifference by the preſent admi- 


niſtration; nor was that contemptuous indifference confined to 
the merchants, but the parliament was inſulted, and kept inac- 
tive by the nod of the miniſter, 


Mr, Mos x es replied, that he only aſked one holiday; but if 
the honourable gentleman had brought forward the buſineſs he 


— 2 long threatened, he would not have thought of an adjourg- 
ent, 


* 
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Mr. Cox xv. As I cannot but look upon myſelf as called upon, 
by what the honourable gentleman has mentioned, I here give 
notice that I ſhall on Friday next bring on the buſineſs of the ad 


navigation. 
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Tnuss Dax, APXIL 14, 1785. 


The ordet for raking into further conſideration the bill for im. 
roms the port and harbour of Dublin, being read, the Right 
onourable Mr. Peresford had ſeveral evidences called to the bar. 


Captain Holloway, in the courſe of his examination, depoſed Wo: 
that he was acquainted with the harbour of Dublin for twenty 
years; that of late the harbour was worſe than formerly, owing nd 
to a number of holes where ballaſt had been injudiciouſly drudged, o 
ſd that a veſſel had frequently ſeven feet more water at her head on 
than at her ſtern; that there was actually a ſhip here in the dock Wi 


whoſe back was broke in one of thoſe holes, and that complains Her 
of theſe matters had been unnoticed by the ballaſt committee. o 
And laſtly, that the negle& of keeping the piles in order, was af 
alſo a cauſe of the badneſs of the harbour. He added, that the 
wall had been of ſervice to the harbour. | | p 
Captain Dennis declared, he was acquainted with the harbour + 
theſe forty years; and corroborated the depoſition of Captain 
Holloway. 
Matthew Cardiff, ſhipwright, in his depoſition corroborated the 
former ones, relative to the holes and improper drudging. ther 
Mr. Robinſon, mariner and merchant, ſaid that large veſſels aga 
were more afraid of our port than formerly, under the general 
idea that it was wotſe ; and that veſſels were frequently delayed 900 
for ten days for want of ballaſt. a auc 
Mr. Pemberton, maſon, depoſed that in the year 1782 he pte- able 
ſented a memorial to the Ballaſt- office committee, with an eſti- tion 
mate for carrying on the wall at the tate of 14l. 10s. a foot, though mii 
by the Ballaflohce accounts, what had been before executed 
had coſt them at the rate of 181, ks." foot. He confeſſed, rioc 
however, that the weſtern part of the might be executed ai * 
leſs expence than the eaſtern end. ; 
Mr. Samuel Laban, clerk of the pilot-ofice committee, de- or t 
poſed that this committee did not meet above once a month, and 
then ſeldom a quorum. LENS that 
Mr. Dennis Murphy depoſed, that he had this day ſurveyed the neg 
piles, and to the beſt of his knowledge there were not five tons 
of new laid timber therein, and what was, appeared to have been wor 
recently laid down. ſum 
Mr. Shannon, ſecretary to the Chamber of Commerce, depoſed 
that in conſequence of a complaint made by a captain of a ſbip 
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ho had ſuffered damage in the harbour, application without ef- 
& had been made to the Ballaſt-office committee. 


Alderman Hart, Ballaſt- office maſter, was again examined as 
o the receipts and expenditures. * After which, the further con- 
deration of this buſineſs was deferred until to-morrow. 


a0 


— —— 


FriDay, APRIL 15, 1785, 


. A petition of the inhabitants and landhol ders of the town and 
ſed ounty of the town of Drogheda, and alſo of the landholders of 
nty he counties of Meath and Lowth, was preſented to the Houſe 


nd read, praying that a clauſe may be inſerted in the corn bill 
ow before this Houſe, to enable the mayor, ſheriffs, burgeſſes and 
ommons of the town of Drogheda to purchaſe ground ſufficient 
or the corn market of ſaid town, not exceeding in the whole one 
cre and two roods, on a valuation by a jury, in the manner that 
ground is purchaſed for 2 ſtreets in the city of Dubin, or 
n ſuch other manner as the Houſe ſhall think fit, 


The Houſe, purſuant to order, reſumed the further conſideration 
pf the bill for improving the port and harbour of Dublin, by re- 

a pulating the Ballaſt and Pilot offices, and for enlarging the funds 
* applicable to the improvement of the ſaid port. 


Counſellor Emmet, as counſel for the lord mayor, aldermen, 
ſheriffs, commons, and citizens of Dublin, was heard at the bar 
againſt the principles and enacting clauſes of the bill. 


The RecoxDr ſaid he had carefully attended to the charges 
brought yr the corporation of Dublin, and the evidence ad- 
u 


duced in ſupport of thoſe charges. That a certain right honour- 
pre- able member had endeavoured to eſtabliſh three heads of accuſa- 
eſti- tion againſt the city: The firſt, that the corporation muſt have 
ough miſapplied the ſurplus of the Ballaſt-office revenue from the year 
uted 1753, as it had appeared that in the five years preceding that pe- 
ſſed, riod, the corporation had expended on the Ballaſt-office wall a 
ed u ſum of 7900l. and that, from that time, no more had been expen- 

ded on the wall from the Ballaſt-office funds than a ſum of 4oool. 
, — or thereabouts. Secondly, that the corporation had not regularly 


accounted purſuant to ac; of parliament. And in the laſt place, 
that the officers appointed by the corporation had been guilty of 
neglect of duty in the raiſing of ballaſt in the harbour. 

As to the firſt charge, the Recorder ſaid, that the inference 
would be a fair one, if it could poſſibly be ſuppoſed that the 


ſum of 7000l. was a ſurplus of the Ballaſt-office revenue during 
poſed ! 


Vol. V. 
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the five years commencing at 1748, when the corporation firſt ſet 
about the building the ſouth wall: But this he would, in the fir 
place, endeavour to convince the Houſe that it was impoſlible MW 
that the income of the office could have produced any ſuch ſur. Wi 
— and, afterwards, ſhew out of what fund the above ſum had 
ariſer. | 

He then proceeded to ſhew that, by the admiſſion and calcula. 
tions of the right honourable member who had introduced the pre- 
ſent bill, the produce of the Ballaſt office had not, in any one 
year during the five years in queſtion, exceeded the ſum of 2350). 
ſo that in thoſe five years the ſum total would appear to amount 
to 11,7501. out of which ſum, if g7o0l. were to be deducted, the 


difference would appear to be 20501, the annual proportion out ci — 
which ſum, for the current annual expences of the Ballaſt- office pu 
arrangement, could not during thoſe five years exceed 4ool. or 8 thi 
thereabouts, when it was well known that 'the expences of each tre 
year, during that period, had exceeded 2000l. That, havin an 
proved ſo much, he would next erte to ſhew to the Hout int 
out of what fund the corporation had been enabled to lay out, in ex 
ſo ſhort a ſpace of time, ſo large a ſum as qyool. He then main- to 
tained, that the dominion of the port of Dublin had excluſively ac 
belonged to the corporation, prior to the paſſing of the Rallaſt- Li 
office act, in the reign of Queen Anne, with all the royal rights tir 
belonging to the harbour; that the er ger had ſolicited, and to 
obtained that act; that they had found it neceſſary to do fo, in ſe 
order to form a ſyſtematic plan, under parliamentary regulation, pe 
for the deepening the entrance into the harbour; that as the entire th 
profits — from the port belonged to the corporation at that ed 
time, proviſion was made by the act in their favour, as to the ap- ral 
plication of any poſſible redundance, after defraying the ordinary co 
expences of the ballaſt arrangement. That gentlemen were great- pl: 
ly miſtaken, if they ſuppoſed that the above ſurplus was to be ſh 
_ conſidered as public money, or at any time to be brought to the ſy 
account of the nation. | in. 
He then ſhewed, from the act of Queen Anne, that ſuch pol: rig 
ſible redundancy was to be applied by the corporation, to the re 
ſupport of a noble charity, the Blue-coat Hoſpital, which had bi 
been endowed by the city of Dublin, and a conſiderable eſtate he 
granted by them for its ſupport: "That the Hoſpital had been or- th 
ginally erected, and ſince re-built, and had been always ma- w 
naged and governed by them in a manner that had done them the of 
ateſt honour. That from their frugal management of the funds CC 
of that charity, they had found it unneceſſary to draw to its al- ot 
ſiſtance the favings ſrom the Ballaſt-office revenue; but that bar- be 
ing formed the grand ſcheme of building the wall, they began it de 
in the year 1745, and in the five ſucceeding years, had expendel re 


on it the whole of their ſavings from the commencement of the 
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Ballaft-office eſtabliſhment ; and then had applied to parliament 
for the firſt public aſſiſtance. | 


ble Having thus anſwered the charge, as to the miſapplication of 
ur. what he Jad proved to be the funds belonging to the corporation, 
lad he next proceeded to ſhew that they had regularly accounted as 


required by law. x | : 

e ſaid that the act of Queen Anne, indeed, required the cor- 
poration, once in every three years, to lay before the Lord Lien- 
tenant and council, a true account of the annual ſums received, 
and of the application; and that ſuch account ſhould be, if re- 


quired, on the oath of the perſon receiving and paying the ſame. 


the He ſaid that as the revenue did not belong, in any reſpect, to the 
t of public, the above proviſion in the act had been made for the ſole 
ffce purpoſe of enabling government, from time to time, to judge of 
. ot the condition and improvement of the harbour; but, that, as the 
ach treaſurer could only ſtate, on his oath, the amount of receipts 


and payments, it was evident that the a& of parliament did not 
intend to inveſt the council with a right of going into a minute 


„ in examination of the expenditure. He aſſerted that it had appeared 
uin to the Houſe, that the city had literally complied with what the 
vel) act required; and had regularly laid accounts before the Lord 
laſt- Lieutenant and council, every three years, down to the preſent 
ights time; and that their officer had never been examined, or required 
and to authenticate, on oath, the accounts returned by him till the 
d, ln ſeſſion of 1781 and 1782. He ſtated that, in that ſeſſion, the cor- 


poration had applied to parliament for a ſum of money to aſſiſt 
them in carrying on the wall : That it was, thereupon, repreſent- 


e ap- ration had not tegularly accounted before the Lord Lieutenant and 
inary council; and that on ſuch repteſentation the Houſe had been 
great pleaſed to grant the ſum of 2000. to the corporation, provided it 
to be ſhould appear that the corporation had regularly accounted pur- 


ſuant to act of parlament. He aſſerted that the corporation hav- 
ing regularly accounted, purſuant to act of parliament, had no 
right to expect that any great difficulty could ariſe to prevent their 
receiving the amount of the grant; for that they had nothing to do 
but to obtain a certificate from the clerk of the council, that they 


eſtate had regularly accounted, and on producing that at the treaſury, 
n ofl- they were entitled to receive that money, That, however, thoſe 
3 my who then thought as he did now, had formed but a poor eſtimate 
m the of events, for in a very ſhort time afterwards, although the ac- 
funds counts returned triennially were then lying before the council un- 
ts al- objected to, ſeveral officers of the Ballaſt- office committee had 
t bav- been ſummoned before a committee of the council, and had un- 
gan 1 dergone an examination as to the expenditure of the Ballaſt- office 
ended revenue z and that the committee had been pleaſed, in conſequence 
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ed to the Houſe, by a right honourable member, that the corpo- 
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of fuch examination, to report that the corporation had not re- 


gularly accounted for the Ballaſt- office revenue, purſuant to act 
of parliament.” He ſaid that the report of the committee had had 
_ its effect at the treaſury, and had not only prevented the corpo- 
ration from receiving the amount of that grant, 'and wholly fuſ- 
_ pended the progreſs of the great work then under the conſidera- 
tion of the Houſe tothe preſent time, but it had been introduced 
into the Houſe in order to be made evidence againſt the corpora- 
tion, on the enquiry they were then engaged in. He thought, he 
aid, that it was clear that the committee of that illuſtrious body, 
to whom he had alluded, had been miſtaken- in their conſtruction 
of the act of parliament, and as to the right it had veſted in them; 
and that he thought it but conſiſtent with parliamentary dignity, 
for that Houſe to found its reſolutions on evidence obtained by it- 
ſelf. He aſſerted that the corporation had regularly accounted to 
parliament, from time to time, for every ſum which had been grant- 
ed by the Houſe. | ** ; 
e then proceeded to the third head of accuſation, the miſcon- 
duct of the ſuperviſors of the Hallaſt- office: He faid he thought 
that this was the only part in which the corporation could be con- 
- fidered as vulnerable. He did hot ſtand up as their advocate to 
- conceal their errors, for he knew. that as'a member of 'parliament 
be was bound to diſcharge his duty to, the public; and he would 
confeſs that it had appeared early that the Ballaſt-office ſu- 
Perviſors had negl their duty. That the corporation” had 
— blameable in electing to that office, citizens who had fallen 
into! diſtreſs, in ſtead of ſeafaring men of hardy conſtitutions, ca- 
pable of enduring the toils of the employment; but he ſaid 
that he did not think this miſchief, though a conſiderable one, 
foundation ſufficient, to diſſolve a corporation; that a compleat 
remedy could be ſupplied, to prevent a continuation of the evil, 
by ſubjecting the election of thoſe officers, in future, to the con- 
troul or 9 of either the | miſſioners of the revenue, 
or the merchants who compoſe the Nan commerce; and 
hate for thoſe reaſons, he ſhould vote gzinſt the committal of 
; ill. De 3 Þ BY * * 3 0 _ 
© The Right Honourable .Joun BerxgsronD ſtated to the 
- Houſe the reaſons by which he had been induced to offer the pre- 
ſent bill ro partiament. No man, he ſaid, was farther than he 
from any diſpoſition to infringe on chattered right, but if the cor- 
23 would take the trouble to examine. the act of Queen Anne, 
y which the Ballaſt-office was inſtituted / they would find that 
the preſent act was by no means an infringement of their charter. 


- 


Ihe act of Queen Anne, had entruſtgd to a particular ſet of 


emen, me of the corporation of the city, the ſuper- 
intendance of the port and harbour of Dublin, and enabled them 
to raiſe a certain tax for the improvement thereof ; thele gentlc- 
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men had negleded the purpoſes of the act, and miſapplied the re- 
venue, and therefore an act to veſt the truſt in other hands was 
become indifpenſably neceſſary. 

He ſaid he would not advance a fingle circumſtance which was 
not to be ſeen in the Ballaſt-office accounts, as delivered in by 
the Ballaſt-maſter, and from them only he thought ſufficient proof 
of miſconduct might be adduced. | 

He then entered into the accounts at large, and demonſtrated 
that in five years, viz from the year 1748 to the year i75 3, when 
the revenues of the Ballaſt- office were 1700. leſs than they are at 
preſent, the committee for conducting that office had expended 
upwards of 10, oool. on the improvement of the harbour, where- 
as from the yeat 1753 to the preſent year, with an increaſed re- 
venue, they had expended but 4oool. on that work, He ſaid they 
had waſted the revenue of the office, by appointing unneceſſary 
falaries z to one man forty-eight guineas a year, to another twenty= 
four ſhillings a week, and this for no leſs than ſeventeen years, 
though in direct contradiction to the act by which they 
were intruſted with the management of the harbour. That they 
had placed unlimited power in one officer (a very honeſt man he 
believed) to buy cargoes of timber, to ſuperintend the buildin 


of gabbards, and to give his bare certificate or order as a full di 


charge to the Ballaſt-maſter for any ſum whatever. From the in- 
ſtitution of the Ballaſt-office to the preſent day, their revenue, he 
ſaid, had produced 344, 600l. of that ſum there was at leaſt 10,0001. 
of which they could give no manner of account. This was a full 
gound to ſuſpect miſapplication; and wherever a body of men, 
entrutted with the management of money for the public, had 
given cauſe for ſuſpicion, he held it juſt to take the truſt from 
them, till they ſhould have made matters ſo clear as to remove 
that ſuſpicion, On this 1 he thought it proper to remove 
the management of the Ballaſt-office into other hands, at leaſt 
until the preſent managers ſhould account to the ſatisfaction of the 
commiſſioners of impreſt accounts. 

He then adverted to the impropriety of leaving the direction of 
the harbour to men utterly unacquainted with and totally unin- 
tereſted in maritime affairs. Formerly the guild of merchants had 
had the ſole direction of the Ballaſt- office, but by an act of the 
corporation, paſſed ſome years ago, it was ordered that two per- 
ſons of the junior corporations ſhould be placed on the committee 
againſt one of the guild ; that is to ſay, in caſe a merchant of 
good ſenſe ſhould be nominated on the committee, there might be 
two butchers or ſhoe-makers to controul and overbear his opinion. 

That he had no diſpoſition to intringe the city's charter, was 
manifeſt from his not having attempted to take away any of its 
ancient advantages; not tha: he was ignorant of the tax raiſed by 
the corporation under the name of anchorage, which could have 
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been granted for no other 2 but that of improving the har- 
bour. He had not attempted to take away the perquiſite claimed 
by the lord mayor, ſheriffs, &c. of certain hundreds of oyſters 
out of every boat; this did no great injury, it only made other 
gentlemen pay for the oyſters eaten by the lord mayor and 
eriffs. He had not taken notice of the right claimed by the lord 
mayor and water bailiffs, of taking coals at a certain price, or of 
commuting this perquiſite for money, though he thought the lord 
mayor and water bailiffs the moſt improper perſons in the city to 
feſs ſuch a power, as it made it their intereſt that coals ſhould 
be always dear. He had not taken notice of the tax raiſed under 
the name of chaplain gold, the equivalent for which certainly 
now no longer exiſted; it was a tax upon all ſhips, and was firſt 
Paid to maintain a convent of friars, whole office it was to pray 
out of purgatory the ſouls of perſons drowned at ſea. Theſe 
and many other things he had avoided, becauſe he would not 
meddle with chartered, or even preſcriptive rights, 


Mr. Brooke ſaid he had ſtrong objections to whatever tend- 
ed to deprive men of their chartered rights, or to diminiſh the 
dignity or authority of magiſtrates. It had, he ſaid, been aſſerted 
that the committee was become inattentive to its duty, and that 
the lord mayor was fond of oyſters and good coal-fires,—The 
firſt charge he did not think very fully proved, and the other he 
could not conſider as very criminal; but granting that both 
Charges were juſt, what ſecurity was there that the new com- 
mittee would not fall into the fame errors? He was extremely 
unwilling to take away the power of the city z and thought that 
as the preſent enquiry would be ſufficient to rouſe them to atten- 
| Hon, there was no neceſlity for carrying the matter further. 


| Mr. HaxTLey ſaid it had been ſtated by the right honourable 
ntleman, that 10,0001. of their revenue was laid out on the 
harbour within five years, from 1748 to 1753, by the Ballaſt-office, 
and that ſince that time but 4000l. had been expended ; that 
this ſeemed to convey an idea that the 10,0001. had ariſen within 
the fiye. years mentioned, whereas in truth it was the ſaving of 
forty years anterior to that time; and as to the charge that but 
4000l. had ſince been expended, though with an increaſed reve- 
nue, he deſired that it might be recolleQted that every article of 
expence had increaſed finc2 that time againſt the office, but that 
the office had not been enabled to raiſe the price of ballaſt. 
He faid he had not been able to inveſtigate the accounts ſufh- 
ciently to diſprove the charge of defalcation, but from his general 
knowledge of the manner in which the committee had ever con- 
ducted ittelf, he had not a doubt that they had made a fair appli- 
cation of the money. Upon the whole, be ſaid, he ſaw but one 
error into which the committee had fallen, that was appointing 
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improper perſons to offices ; they had not always indeed conſi- 
dered whether the man was fit for the office, they thought it 
ſufficient if the office was fit for the man; but he appealed to 
the candour of the right honourable gentleman to name the depart- 
ment in which the ſame practice did not take place; and he 
thought great allowance ought to be made for the partialities of 
friendſhip, and that the city ought not to be ſtigmatized as for 
a vice, on account of an amiable weakneſs, ſo nearly allied to 
virtue. 


The Right Honourable Joux Berxt5srorD replied, that he 
had not the leaſt intention to ſtigmatize the city, or to treat any 
individual with diſteſpect; that he had confined himſelf to the 
evidence adduced by the corporation itſelf, and that if the ho- 
nourable gentleman had not made himſelf acquainted with thoſe 
accounts, it was his own fault, they had lain more than three 
months on the table, and when he had called for them, he had 
given notice of his intention to introduce the preſent bill. As to 
the firſt 10,0001. being a ſaving of forty» years, he believed it 
was true; but he deſired to know why the committee had not 


made any faving ſince, though poſſeſſed of a much greatec 
revenue. 


The queſtion was put bn the commitment of the bill, which 
was Carried in the affirmative without a diviſion. 


The ATTorNey GeNneRAL preſented the bill for veſting in 


truſtees, certain eſtates of Warren and Co. bankers of Cork, 
for the benefit of their creditors. 


The Honourable DenxNis Brown deſired to know when, or 
on what day, it was intended to give the bill a ſecond reading, 
as he was reſolved to oppoſe it.—lts principle he thought inju- 


nous to public credit, and tending to eſtabluth a moſt dangerous 
precedent. . 


The Ar TOR NEW GEeNnERraL.—lf the honourable member had 
read the bill, he would not entertain ſo unfavourable an opinion 
of its principle, which is to make landed eſtates of 18, ocol. per 
annum ſecurity to the creditors cf the bank; nor would he have 
feared to fee it eſtabliſhed a dangerous precedent, if he had read 


the ſtatutes, for he would there find an act of the late king exactly 
ſimilar in every reſpect. 


Mr. Warken ſpoke to the ſame eſſect. 

The bill was ordered to be read a ſecond time on Tueſday, 

A petition of Edward Hoare Reeves, Eſq; was preſented to 
the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that Sir Robert Warren and 


company, late bankers in Cork, are indebted to petitioner iy the 
ſum of 2, 200l. and that ſaid company having ſtopped payment, 
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petitioner was neceſſitated to have recourſe to legal proceedings 
for recovery of the ſaid ſum, which proceedings are as yet un- 
determined; that petitioner is informed a bill is preſented to the 
Houſe on the part of the ſaid bankers, part of the object whereof 
is to prevent any action already commenced againſt the ſaid 
bankers from being further proſecuted ; and ſubmitting to the 
Houſe that nothing to be contained in the ſaid bill ought to pre- 
vent petitioner from having that benefit of recovery againſt the 
| faid Warren and company to which by law he is entitled. 


Mr. Coxnxy.,—The motion to which J ſhall now beg leave 
to call the attention of the Houſe, is one I have mentioned before, 
and 1s of the greateſt importance to the honour, and the commer- 
cial intereſts of this country; yet I ſhould not have brought it 
forward at this day, had I not been ina manner forced into it, 
by having been called upon. Not that I ſhould have declined 
any motion that I once pledged myſelf to bring forward; it is 
not my cuſtom to ſhrink from what I have once ſaid; but had 
I not been obliged to it, I ſhould have rather waited for a fuller 
Houſe than appears at preſent. , | 

I had poſtponed it from time to time, feeling it a queſtion of 
great magnitude to the nation, and being unwilling to act with 
precipitancy, though I feel the queſtion to be not in the ſmalleſt 

liable to objection. 
ad I not complied with this call, had I ſhewed any backward- 
neſs, nay, if I ſhould not upon this occaſion manifeſt a . 2 
titude to bring this buſineſs forward, I ſhould feel myſelt guilty 
of betraying the rights of Ireland. 

I am perſuaded that I ſhall meet the wiſhes of the Houſe by 
+ being as brief as poſſible, and as the nature of the motion will 
permit: I ſball not enter into a long detail, nor ſhall I enter into 
the preſent ſtate of the commerce of this kingdom, nor go now 
into a diſcuſſion of the propoſitions which have been propoſed 
to the Houſe, I ſhall briefly ſtate the Britiſh navigation laws, 
and ſtate how far Ireland is or ought to be affected by them. 

I fay navigation laws, for it is not one a only that conſtitutes 
the ſyſtem. It is not only the act of the 12th of Charles II. 
commonly called the navigation- act, many other acts relate to 
their navigation, and in ſome way or other relate to this queſ- 
tion, viz, the act of the 14th of Charles II. the 15th of Charles 
II. the 22d and 23d of Chatles II. the 5th and 8th of William III. 
and the 12th of George III. all Britiſh acts. ; 


Mr. MonTGomery (of Donegal.) — I beg pardon of the honour- 
able member for thus interrupting him, but as the Houſe is not 
0 full as he could wiſh, as he would not have brought forward 
his motion this day ualvis forced upon him, I hope he will not 
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reſs it now. It is now paſt ſix o' clock, and really, from the 
* that many gentlemen have endured by the diverſion of 
laſt night, I may ſay this morning, [the maſked ball at the caſtle] 
I hope the honourable gentleman will be induced to poſtpone his 
motion to a more convenient opportunity. 


Mr. CoaR .- Although I feel myſelf bound to bring forward 
this buſineſs, and am very ready to enter upon it now, yet I am 
equally bound to ſubmit to the wiſhes of the Houſe. If it is the 

neral defire of gentlemen to put off the buſineſs till to-morrow, 

Here ſeveral gentlemen cried out—no, on Monday] well, on 
Monday, I am content to proceed in this buſineſs inſtead of on 
this day. 


Mr. Gzx1Fy1TH moved to inſtruct the committee appointed 
to prepare a bill for the encouragement of agriculture, to receive 
a clauſe to allow the bounties ſettled in that bill to be extended 
to the city of Dublin z which was agreed to. 


Alſo, for ſome returns of the bounties paid on corn and flour, 
as well by the canal as by land carriage, for three years to 
March, 1785. 


Mr. Gz1ryiTH ſtated that although the bill for Mr. Brooke's 
eſtate at Proſperous, had been twice read and committed, yet 
he would wiſh to withdraw that bill, in order to make ſome 
alterations in another bill. ; 


The Syzaxer ſaid a better mode would be to make the 
report, and then move to recommit the bill, and make what 
alterations were neceſſary in the committee. | 


Mr. HoLwmes accordingly made the report, and the bill was 
recommitted for Monday next. 


The call of the Houſe was poſtponed till Tueſday next. 


Sir Enward NeweNHAM gave notice that an honourable 
member would then bring on a bill for a reform in parliament, 


An engroſſed bill for veſting certain lands therein mentioned, 
the eſtates of Walter Taylor, of Caſtle-Taylor, in the county of 
Galway, Eſq; in truſtees, for the payment of debts and incum- 
brances affecting the ſame, was read the third time, and ordered 
to the Lords. 


The Houſe adjourned to Monday, 
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Moxvpay, ArRIL 18, 1785. 


As there were ſeveral errors in the bill for regulating the fees of 
public notaries, 

Alderman Warren preſented a ſecond bill for the fame pur- 
poſe, which was read a firſt time. 


Mr. CyHaxLes O'Ne1r. oppoſed the bill, as unneceſſary, It 
was alledged, he ſaid, that the fees now payable to notaries were 
- eſtabliſhed many years ago, when the comparative value of money 
was much greater than it is at preſent z to this he anſwered, that 
if the value of money had diminiſhed, the quantity of buſineſs, 
and conlequently the means of acquiring money, had greatly 
increaſed z beſides, if the notaries deemed their compenſation 
too little, there was nothing eaſier than for them to increaſe their 
charge, which, if the public ſhould be of the ſame opinion, 
would be chearfully paid. 

But the chief objection which he entertained againſt the bill 
was, that it aſſumed, as a principle granted, the neceſſity of 
ona bills or notes. Every man who underſtands law, 

nows that there is not the leaſt uſe in, or the ſmalleſt neceſſity 
for proteſting bills or notes; it is only neceſſary to demand pay- 
ment from the proper perion, and if refuſed, notice is to be 
given to the drawer or indorſer of ſuch refuſal. This, he ſaid, 
is all that the law requires; and the ſuppoſition that the protelt 
of a notary is neceſſary, is idle and erroneous. 


+ The queſtion was put that the bill be read a ſecond time, 


Ayes, — 27 
Noes, 30 
So that the bill was rejected. 


Mr. Cox roſe to make his promiſed motion relative to the 
conſtruction of the navigation- act. 


Mr. FLoop faid that as every member of that Houſe, and as 
one of his Majeſty's principal mipiſters in England had agreed, 
that the navigation- act had been miſ-conſtrued as to this kingdom, 
which certainly is entitled to every benefit of that act, he feared 
very much that agitating the queſtion juſt at this time, would 
appear as it we entertained doubts af our rights; and he therefore 


expreſſed a wiſh that the honourable member would withdraw 
Its motion. 


Mr. Cas ſaid it was with very great diſfidence he ventured 
to oppoſe the opinion of that honourable gentleman, but he 
thought the Parliament of Ireland had too long deferred declaring 

their ſentiments on the ſubject; yet as the right of Ireland to a 
participation of the benefits of the navigation code was acknow- 
edged in England, and held to be indiſputable here, he thought 
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chat this was the proper time to ſpeak out, and lay a ground for 
what it mi ght be thought neceſſary hereafter to do, in caſe the 
equal conſtruction of that act ſhould be attempted to be longet 
refuſed to this country. 

The Houſe, he ſaid, had already, in the ſecond of the com- 
mericial propoſitions, declared its cpinion, that the ſame con- 
ſtruction of the navigation code ought to take place in both coun- 
tries, but it had ſaid nothing of what was to be the reſult of that 
declaration, if the arrangement did not ſucceed. It had remained 
in the moſt degraded nd undignified ſtate poſſible, awaiting the 
deciſion of another parliament. It was true no intimation of a 
tnal deciſion on this point could yet have been ſtated to this 
Houſe, fince as yet no decifion had been made, but ſomething 
ought to have been ſaid, ſome information ought to have been 
given, concerning the progreſs of ſuch an important buſineſs; as 
there had not, he thought the preſent time the moſt proper for 
agitating this ſubject, that the power of Ireland to juſtify her 
claim might be made known. 


Mr. F,.o0D.,—There was a time when it would have been 
proper to have gone fully into the ſubject of the navigation acts; 
that was when the propoſitions came firſt befgre the Houſe, but 
then po man was allowed to ſpeak, they were hurried forward 
with ſo much precipitancy ; at preſent perhaps it is not ſo pro- 
per to take up the ſubject. Every man knows my opinion of 
the propoſitions : I think they are not good for either country. 


Mr. Cox xx ſaid he feared if he was to defer his motion longer, 
it would look as if he had no decided opinion of his own on ſo 
— a ſubject; he would, therefore, lay a reſolution before the 

ouſe, which he would not inſiſt upon having decided imme- 
diately, but which might be diſcuſſed at another day. 


Mr. F.oop.—It becomes not a good citizen to put his own 
reputation in competition with the public good; not that I think 
the honourable gentleman runs any riſk of incurring the reputation 
of levity by deferring this baGneſs; but I am ſure if he moves 
it, and the Houſe ſhould expreſs any doubts upon the ſubject, 
it may do great injury on the other fide of the water. 


Mr. Coxrxy.,—Sir, I have heard much of the imaginary dan- 
ger of this meaſure, but I look round and endeavour in vain to 
lee thoſe phantoms which ſeem to terrify the minds of others; I 
am at a loſs to ſee the danger that ſhould turn aſide the Parliament 
of Ireland from following its purpoſes. The Parliament of Ire- 
land will not be checked—it will not be controuled—but I truſt 
will ever be ready to aſſert its rights, and do the nation juſtice: 
We have remained too long inaQtive. Ireland will not come as a 
mendicant nation to beg what England has no a right to with- 
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hold, but what we have a right to demand. If the ſecond pro- 
poſition is carried, we have gained our right; if it is not carried, 
this reſolution lays a foundation for doing ourſelves juſtice. 


Sir Henay CavenpDisn.—lf the honourable gentleman was 
in England, where I have juſt been, he would hear a very differ- 
ent ſtory, for ſeveral of the principal manufacturers there told 
me, that we were diQating to England, and were not beſeeching 
but beſieging them. . 


Mr. Coxxv.—But being convinced that we have nothing to 
fear from the inveſtigation of a right which is generally acknow- 
ledged here, and which is aſſerted by the miniſter of England, 
I cannot think myſelf juſtifiable in giving it any longer delay. 
have delayed it too long already; a very ſevere ear would not 

rhaps liſten to the reaſon which was urged for deferring it from 
Friday laſt, yet as the revelry of Thurſday was not only an atten- 
tion to the noble perſonages who fill the firſt ſtation in. the king- 
dom, but alſo of ſervice to the manufacturers, it may ſtand 157 
ſome excuſe; and happy would it be for this country if the cul- 
tivation of refined pleaſures could induce ſome of its rich abſen- 
tees to return and ſpend their immenſe revenues with thoſe from 
whom they are drawn; but as to miniſters, they have not de- 
ſerved much forbearance from the friends of Ireland for their 
attention to her rights. If they have been attentive, where are 
we to look for the effects of their attention? Certainly not inter- 
nally z and I much fear they are not to be found in another king- 
dom 


I ſhall ſtate the different acts which form the navigation code, 
viz. the 12th Carol. II. 14th Carol. II. 15th Carol. II. 22d 
and 23d Carol. II. 7th and 8th Guliel. III. and 12th Geo, III. 
Under the firſt of theſe acts Ireland and England enjoy equal 
rights of navigation, but by the 2d viz. the 14th of Charl. II. 
Ireland is prevented from carrying European goods to the Colo- 
nies ;z and by the 22d and 23d of the fame king, ſhe is prevented 
from importing the colony goods into Europe. Theſe laſt men- 
tioned acts are, however, of no conſequence to the preſent queſ- 
tion; the colony trade has lately been thrown open to us, and 
I have mentioned them for the purpoſe of laying them aſide, that 
gentlemen might be convinced that they touch not the point of 
the preſent queſtion, and to prevent their being involved fo as 
to embartaſs it. 

But, Sir, the 12th of Geo, III. is ſuppoſcd to preclude Ireland 
from crying into England the colony produce. Before ſtating 
this ſtatute, 1 beg leave to make one or two cbſervations as to 
ſtatutes. Sir, as to all remedial ſtatutes, three things are to 
be conlidered—1. the old law— 2. the miſchiet—3. the remedy. 
s tote preambl:s of ſtatutes, Sir, I muſt obferve in the words 
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of Lord Coke, that the rehearſal or preamble of the ſtatute 
te js a good mean to find out the meaning of the ſtatute, and as 
« jt were a key to open the underſtanding thereof.“ And he in 
the ſame inſtitute, in ſtating the proofs uſed by his author, Lyt- 
tleton, ſays, ** from ſtatutes his arguments and proofs are drawn, 
4 firſt from the rehearſal or preamble of the ſtatute.” —I ſhalk 
now, Sir, ſtate the preamble of this ſtatute of 12 Geo. III. It 
begins by reciting the clauſe of 12th Ch. Il. c. 18. by which we 
are prevented to {end goods of foreign produce into Great Britain 
it then recites that notwithſtanding that ſtatute ſuch goods are 
brought into Great Britain, and then it proceeds to enaQ that 
no Clearance ſhall hereafter be made of ſuch | era from Ireland 
for Great Britain; thus clearly ſtating the old law, the miſchief 
and the remedy, The old is laid down in this preamble, and part 
of the ſtatute of the greateſt importance as I have ſtated, and that 
law is the 12th of Ch. II. The Parliament of England, there- 
fore, ſet out by grounding themſelves on the 12th of Ch. II. 
The remedy enacted is one of internal regulation in Ireland, a 
law which can now have no longer any operation, ſince Great 
Britain has relinquiſhed all claim to legiſlation for Ireland, for 
all time paſt as well as for all time to come, which firſt is plain 
from the paſſing of Mr. Yelverton's bill. That part of it, therefore, 
which enacts the remedy by an order to the revenue officers of 
Ireland, which can no longer be of force here, muſt for ſo much 
fall to the ground. But it may be ſaid it annexes a penalty in 
England where it is ſtill of force, namely, confiſcation if the a& be 
contravened ; firſt, the penalty is only conſtruQive, not abſolute, 
and in pleading to forfeit ſuch goods ſo brought into that kingdom 
reference muſt be had back to 12th Ch. II. without which the 
pleading would be inſufficient, for which _—_— to the autho- 

ity of Plowden in the caſe of pleading ſeveral ſtatutes to recover 
a forfeiture : To ſuppole that that were not neceſſary in pleading, 
to recover on the 12th Geo. III. alone would put into the judges 
of England's mouths this language, a law creating an offence 
* is no longer of force as to the creating of the offence, but yet 
* it remains of force as impoſing a penalty ; that is, “ the of- 
* fence no longer ſubſiſts but the penalty remains.” They muſt 
recur, therefore, for preventing us to carry ſuch goods into Great 
Britain, to the 12th of Ch. II.— Now, Sir, my argument is 
this, the parliament of England places itſelf on the ground of 
the 12th of Ch. II. and ſtands on that alone; that act is of force 
in exactly the ſame words in this country, adopted by our act of 
cuſtoms of the 14th and 15th of Ch. II. c. 9. and therefore the 
tight of England and the right of Ireland, to admiſſion or to pre- 
eluſion, is of exactly equal force and authority, depending as they 
do on the very ſame ſtatute. | 
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If England can admit, Ireland can admit ; if England can re- 
__ Ireland can refuſe; if England will refuſe, Ireland will 

uſe. , | 

If England therefore refuſes to admit that conſtruction of the 
navigation laws, which makes them laws of mutual benefit and 
of mutual intercourſe, Ireland can have no heſitation decidedly 
to refuſe thoſe benefits to England. It is on this ground I ſtand, 
when I fay that Ireland will explain the navigation laws as En- 
gland does, and therefore England ſhould not ſuppoſe that ſhe 
makes any conceſſion in conſenting to a mutual intercourſe, for 
though by the miſconſtruction of theſe acts, England enjoyed the 
benefit of bringing into our ports the colony produce, while our 
ſhips freighted with that log were excluded from the ports 
of England, yet if now by an equal conſtruction ſhe continues 
to polfeſs that benefit, while we acquire a ſimilar one with reſ- 
pett to her ports, ſtil} it is as much a benefit to her as if it was 
2a gift de now, becauſe by a ſyſtem of mutual prohibition, ſhe 
would be a loſer for ſo much. Such a ſyſtem could only pre- 
clude us from eventual good, but would deprive her of very great 
advantages, which ſhe actually enjoys. 

Several inflammatory publications have been diſperſed, in order 
to prejudice the uninformed part of the Britiſh nation againſt the 
right of Ireland, in reſpe& of an equal conſtruction of the act 
of navigation.—The writings: of Lord Sheffield aim at repreſent- 
ing the equal conſtruction of the navigation aQ, as a conceſſion, 
though it is plainly a right, nor can I admit that the preſent ar- 
rangement ought to be called final, that is making it a Joop on 
which to hang future doubts.— l ſhall conclude with a reſolution, 
the purport of which is That the navigation acts ought to have 

the ſame conſtruction in both kingdoms.” By which we ſhall 

either enjoy the benefit of thoſe acts in common with Britain, 
or if mutual prohibition 1s to take place, we ſhall have the be- 
nefit of our own market. 


The Cnaxcer.Lor or THE Excntouer faid he would not 
enter into a debate on the reſolution propoſed by the honourable 
gentleman, becauſe in the whole circle of queſtions that could 
— be brought before eee there was not one, the 
diſcuſſion of which, could productive of ſo much miſchief. 
He called upon the Houſe juſt to conſider the time at which it | 
was brought forward. The parliament of Ireland had agreed to | 
2 number of propoſitions for the eſtabliſhment of a commercial 
ſyſtem on the baſis of juſtice and mutual benefit; theſe reſolutions 
were actually under the conſideration of the Britiſh Parliament, 
and before any determination could be had, or any anſwer given, 
it was propoted to ſhift the ground on which the Parliament of 
Ireland ſtands. He recommended to Mr. Corry to withdraw his 


j 
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reſolution, otherwiſe he muſt endeavour to prevent the miſchief 
of it by a previous queſtion, 


Mr. FoxBes ſaid he ſaw the importance of the queſtion, and 
allowed that there was great weight in what had fallen from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; he therefore wiſhed his friend to 
poſtpone the diſcuſſion of the queſtion to a future day. REN 


The CHANCELLOR oF THe Excutrquea ſaid he would not 
conſent to let it remain in ſuſpenſe, or have any doubt infinuated 
as to the ſucceſs of the propoſitions. 


Mr. Coxxvy.—l would have it underſtood that this is intend- 
ed as a foundation for this Houſe to paſs an order to oblige the 
commiſſioners of the revenue, in caſe England refuſes us an 
equal conſtruction, for to conſtrue the navigation laws in the ſame 
way they are conſtrued in England; and I think it manly not to 
heſitate too long about that which we all know to be our right. 
We have too frequently heſitated to aſſert our rights, and by that 


means were near loſing all, nor did we ever regain any of them 
till we had ſpoken out. 


The CHANCELLOR Of THE ExcureqQuer.—The reſolution 
is then propoſed, as a direction to the commiſſioners of the reve- 
nue; that is while a friendly ſyſtem of mutual intercourſe is 


pending, the honourable gentleman brings forward a vote of mu- 
tual prohibition, 


General Lu r TRELI.—-I do not really think the honourable 
gentleman can withdraw his reſolution, for he has given us a wy 
for his loop, in telling us that we can never expect any ſuc 
thing as a final' adjuſtment ; in order to take away all hope of 
which he has ſtarted this freſh game, and when it is run down, 
he has other reſolutions to prove the thing impoſſible. I think 
the honourable gentleman is much in the right thus to keep it up; 
for ſhould matters be quietly ſettled, it muſt prove the ruin of 
trading orators z they would ſuffer as much from ſuch an event, 


a3 the clergy would if an opinion was to be propagated that the 
Devil was dead. 


Mr. Gar Ir R ſaid he did not think it was proper, lightly to 
bring forward ſo great a ſubject; he thought it the part of the 
Iriſh parliament to maintain a dignified ſilence, while the parlia- 
ment of England was diſcuſſing the propoſitions ; and he truſted 
that, let what might be the event, the parliament of Ireland had 
virtue and ipirit to do the nation juſtice. If, therefore, the reſo- 


lution was perſiſted in, he would, for the firſttime 1n his life, vote 
for the previous queſtion. 


Mr. HAN TL ſaid he had always been of opinion that Ire- 
land was entitled to every benefit of the navigation acts, but he 
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- thought it not a proper time, to enter into any declaration on 
that ſubject ; he therefore felt himſelf compelled to vote for the 
previous queſtion, if the reſolution was not withdrawn. 


Mr. Cory declared himſelf very much affected by the opinion 
of the many reſpectable gentlemen who differed from him. He 
was not however ſo much affected by the opinion of an honour- 
able gentleman, . who had alluded to him in a manner not very 
much becoming the dignity of the aſſembly in which it was 
uſed. He had a high reſpe& for that honourable member, as a 

ivate man, but his political opinions did not always make a great 
impreſſion on him, any more than the epithets trading orator, 
which— 

General LuTTRELL aſſured the honourable member that he 
had not the moſt diſtant intention of applying that, or any term 
in the leaſt degree diſreſpectful, to him; and that he had no more 
cauſe to. be offended, at his ſaying it was the intereſt of trading 
orators to keep difſention alive, than another gentleman whom he 
mentioned, had at his ſaying it was the intereſt of the clergy 
that men ſhould ſuppoſe he was not dead. The hovourable gen- 
tleman had faid' he was not very much impreſſed by his politi- 
cal opinions; for his part he often admired the honourable gen- 
— ability, and wiſhed it was poſſible for him to concur 
in his. 

Mr. Cox v ſaid as he was conſcious he never intended giving 
the ſlighteſt offence to any man, he was anxious alſo to avoid te- 
cCeiving any; but as the honourable member had explained him- 
ſelf ſo fully to him, he was ſatis fed He aſſured the honourable 
member, that he was not at all concerned for the other gent - 
tleman mentioned in the honourable member's ſpeech 3 the ho- 
nourable member was at liberty to make as free with his ws 
friends as he thought proper. 


[The Houſe got into a loud laugh, which continued ſome time, 
but at length appearing exceedingly deſirous that Mr. Corry 
ſhould withdraw his motion, in concurrence with the general 
wiſh, it was withdrawn after much heſitation. | 


A petition of the freeholders of the county of Cork, praying 
a reform in the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the people 
in the — of this kingdom, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read. „ 


Sir James Corrs ſaid he had laſt ſeſſion preſented to the 
Houſe, a petition from the freeholders of the county of Cork, 
ſtating that they found themſelves perfectly ſecured in every 
civil and religious right, by our pretent happy conſtitution 1n 
church and ſtate, that they wiſhed to perpetuate thoſe bleſſings, 
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but that they were much alarmed by the ſpirit of innovation 
which had gone abroad, and therefore praying that no change 
might be made in the conſtitution of the realm. He aſked why 
the petition now preſented to the Houſe was not then brought for- 
ward ? That petition was then in exiſtence, but the perſons who 

romoted it had not been able to procure names to be ſigned to 
it; however, it was no wonder if by great diligence and exertion, 
now at the end of a year and a half, a few names were procured, 
eſpecially as parliament had conſidered the plan of pretended re- 


form, as tending to ſubvert the conſtitution of the land; yet not- 


withſtanding, in Juſtice to the great body of freeholders of the 
county of Cork, he thought it his duty to declare, that they ſtill 
remained in their former ſentiments. 


— ——  _ 


TuesDay, APRIL 19, 1785. 


The Houſe, purſuant to order, reſolved itſelf into a committee 
on the bill for improving the port and harbour of Dublin, by regu- 
lating the Ballaſt and Pilot-office, when having nearly gone 
through the bill, | 


Mr. Bexesrorp obſerved, that as there was nothing remain- 
ing of the bill but a clauſe relative to the Dodder, which a gen- 
tleman, not in his place, intended to offer, it were better to re- 
port progreſs, and deſire leave to fit again. 

The Houſe having reſumed, and progreſs being reported, it 


was ordered to fit again on ſaid bill to-morrow, 


Serjeant Tou x moved, that the committee on the bill to amend 
the ſeveral laws for the improvement of agriculture, be inſtructed 
to receive a clauſe to repeal that part which obliges every tenant 


of one hundred acres to plough up tive of them—Ordered ac- 
cordingly. | 


_ Sir EpwarD Cor rox moved that leave be given to bring 
in a bill to explain and amend an act paſſed laſt ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, intitled an act for the relief of priſoners charged with felo- 
ny or other crimes who ſhall be acquitted or diſcharged by procla- 
mation, reſpecting their fees, and giving a recompence for ſuch 
fees —Leave was granted. 42 


Mr. Cu ales O'Nx III preſented to the Houſe, according 
to order, a bill for preventing vexatious injunctions to ſtay pro- 
ceedings at law, and for giving coſts to defendants in courts of 
equity, N. certain caſes; Which was received and read the firſt 
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time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Thurſday morning 
next. 


Mr. Gai Ne moved that it be an inſtruction to the com- 
mittee on the bill for amending the ſeveral laws for the improve. 
ment of agriculture, to receive a clauſe to repeal the law that 

© precludes corn ſhipped at Dublin from the exportation bounty, 


The CHanceLLor or THE ExcutqQuer.—lI fear that any 
change in the preſent ſyſtem of corn laws may be attended with 
bad conſequerices, without reckoning the check a change mult 
give the improvement of agriculture in the kingdom, as gentle- 
men, farmers and millers, may hereby be diſcouraged from un- 
dertaking any thing with ſpirit, on the faith of laws ſo fluctuating; 
but, at this time it is peculiarly impolitic, while England has 
now pending a corn act, where in conformity with ours, ſhe is 
about giving us the ſame preference we give her, [Here he read 
from a printed paper, that clauſe in the Engliſh bill,] it may 
cauſe an alarm of the worſt kind. 


Mr. Gabi contended that this clauſe could have no ill 
effect in the diſtant parts. — [be inhabitants of the county of 
Dublin, he ſaid, had, for the good of the kingdom in general, 
ſubmitted without murmur to the land carriage "bounty, which 
took from them the pre-emption of the Dublin market; but was 
it to be expected that they would alſo ſubmit to be excluded from 
the exportation bounty, enjoyed by all the reſt of the kingdom, 
This clauſe had not, he faid, the leaſt to do with the Engliſh 
corn bill, it did not alter our ſyſtem on that head in the leaſt ; it 
was for the general advantage of our trade, particularly to the 
Weſt-Indies, where it would be a great hardſhip if the merchants 
of Dublin, who from the ſuperiority of conſumption muſt be the 
principal importers of Weſt-India commodities, could not ſhip 
corn and flour on as good terms as the people in other places z be- 
fides, he was ſure that this excluſion was a hurt to no other parts 
of the kingdom; for at this moment there were thirty-ſix coaſt 
ing veſlels in our harbour, laden with oats, which they cannot 
fell, and of courſe cannot obtain the coaſt bounty; and if they 
chooſe to drop that, and ſell their grain to foreign market, they 
are cut off from the export bounty. As the land carriage and coaſt 
bounties are given up when the export bounty is received, Dub» 
lin ſhips ber corn on no better terms than any other port. 


Mr. GxIr FITA. — I conſider the queſtion before us, not in the 

light of a local or partial advantage to one port in the kingdom 

in preference to another, but as a queſtion in which the intereſt 
of every man who poſſeiſes an acre of land in any part of Ire- | 
land, is intereſted, It is a queſtion which involves this conſide- | 
ration, Whether you will futfer the principal port in your kingdom | 
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to avail itſelf of its natural and acquired advantages, in diſput- 
ing the corn trade with foreign nations, or whether you will res 
linquith altogether the hope of poſſeſſing any conſiderable ſhare of 
that trade. From what has been faid againſt the motion of my 
right honourable friend, one would think that the ports of Dun- 
garvan and Drogheda alone were capable of ſupplying all, the 
markets in Europe with grain, and that thoſe ports had no rivals 
to apprehend in the corn trade, Pp from Dublin, One would 
think that the firſt and only object of our corn laws, was to di- 
vide the exportation of a certain limited portion of corn between 
different ports in the kingdom, 2 

But, Sir, the principle of our corn laws proceeds upon a much 
wiſer and more enlarged ſcale ; the great object of them is to ex- 
tend the general agriculture of the kingdom, and how can this 
be done more effectually than by taking advantage of every fa- 
vourable circumſtance ? If the exportation of grain promotes 
agriculture, ſhould we not open the great flood-gates, the main 
fluices of our trade to carry off every poſſible redundancy ? But 
the argument, if it may be called ſuch, with which gentlemen 
reliſt the motion, is in direct oppoſition to this principle. Dub- 
lin, ſay they, poſſeſſes great advantages, ſhe has ſhips ready to 


carry off the corn, ſhe has merchants with capitals to buy it up, 


and ſhe has aſſortments of manufaQtures to make up a cargo; 
therefore, ſay they, it is both wiſe and juſt that we ſhould do 
ſomething to contract theſe advantages. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer has made afſeruons without bringing a ſingle argument 
in ſupport of them. If he could produce an argument that would 
bear examination, he would not, I am ſure, content himſelf with 
unfounded affertions, Laſt year, however, I remember he did 
truſt us with an argument, and what was it? why he proved to 
us beyond a doubt, that the corn export trade of Dublin had in» 
creaſed, was increaſing, and perhaps it is no unfair inference 
bug preſent conduct, that he thinks it ought io be dimi- 
niſhed. | 
The true principle of legiſlation is to take advantage of favou- 
rable circumſtances, and to aſſiſt nature, A flippant lawyer may 
tell a Houſe of Cummons that the ordinations of God and nature 
have nothing to do with the inſtitutions of civil ſociety z But 
whenever the farmer, the financier, or the legiſlator comes to put 
ſuch principles into practice, he will ſoon find the egregious folly 
of them. If any one is able to point out a fingle man in th 
whole community who will be injured by allowing the port © 
Dublin to have the option of relinquiſhing occaſionally the inland 
bounty, and accepting of the export bounty in place of it, I will 
give up the argument. Whena tarmer brings his grain from the 
county of Tipperary, and finds the Dublin market overſtocked 
and heavy, will it injure him Nr the option of exporting his 
2 | | 
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Train if he chooſes, or the export bounty, firſt relinquiſhing the 
Inland bounty? Will it injure any of the diftant counties, if the 
grain of the counties of Dublin, Kildare, Meath, &c. is exported ; 
and will it not rather ſerve them by having the conſumption of the 
Dublin market for them to ſupply. | 
But this is one of the objections raiſed againſt the motion of 
my right honourable friend. I acknowledge that the corn bounties 
would be ſomewhat increaſed by this means, but that in a very tri- 
fling degree. The corn bounties are paid out of the hereditary reve- 
nue, and perhaps miniſters are, therefore, not very fond of ſquan- 
dering it on improving the country, The new corn law in 
England has been mentioned, and J am glad of it, as it has fur- 
niſhed me with an additional argument, and that of a very ſerious 
nature. Great Britain has returned the compliment which you 
paid her laſt year; ſhe has given a preference ty the grain of Ite- 
Jand over the corn of any other country: When wheat is at 178. 
per barrel in , ng (and other grain in proportion) ſhe admits 
You into her market, but when the price of wheat tuns to os. 
per barrel ſhe opens her ne to foreign nations, that is, ſhe al- 
lows Ireland a priority of 38. per batrel in ſupplying her market. 
If you refuſe to allow the port of Dublin the export bounty, 
Which is 35. 4d. pet barrel on wheat, do you not in fact deptive 
the principal port in your kingdom of the advantage tendered to 

he whole nation by Great Britain, and put tlte great marr of your 
kingdom upon a footing with foreign nations inſtead of ſuffering 

T to-avail herſelf of the advantage tendered to her by Great 

ritain, Good God, Sir, had the patliament of England been fo 
unwile and ſo unjuſt, as to have excluded the port of Dublin 
from participating in the advantage tendered to the reſt of the na- 
tion, what language would have been ſufficient to have expreſ- 
ſed the juſt indignation of Ireland at ſuch treatment? Vet, Sir, 
we are tame and weak enough to permit the Treaſury-bench, to 
do what we ſhould be outrageous at if England were to attempt, 
and we are obliged to ſwallow this egregious abſurdity, that it 
is for the benefit of the whole, when a part is oppreſſed. The 
aore I confider this ſubject, the more I am convinced that admini- 

e have ſome ſiniſter motive in refuſing to concede to the 
fair and equitable motion before you; they wiſh to turn the whole 
ſyſtem of the corn bounties into abſurdity, that they may be the 
better enabled to attack them with ſucceſs. The average of theſe 
bounties is near 50,0001, per annum, paid out of the Ret dirary 
revenue. Is there any man who doubts that getting ſuch a ſum 
of money back into the hands of the crown, is an object worthy 
the attention of miniſters ; if there is, he may, and I fear he 
will have to change his opinion. 


6 Mr. Ne vIL faid he had written to Wexford on this buſineſs, 
where the people at firſt objeQed, but afterwards, on mutual deli- 
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beration, were all for it ; inſomuch that he had a memorial, ſign- | 
ed by thirty-nine of the principal merchants and farmers, in fa- 
your of the clauſe. 


Mr. HaxTLEY.—lI ſhall not take up the time of the Houſe in 
going over what has been ſo much better urged by the gentleman 
that ſpoke before me; but, after lamenting the hardſhips on the 
merchants of Dublin being. precluded from the export bounty of - 
corn, remark, that now, when by the happy operation of the 
land carriage bounties, we may look forward for a redundance of 
grain, it is ſurely impolitic to put any reſtraint whatever on its 
exportation, particularly from Dublin, where, from the vaſt im- 
portation, good veſſels every day return empty to other countries z 
who, with the encouragement of a bounty, would take cargoes of 
corn though they only gained a freight by it. 


The queſtion was then put whether the clauſe be recommend- 
ed. | 


Ayes — — 15 
Noes — — 56 
Majority againſt the clauſe — 41 


The Houſe once more went into a committee on the bill for 
improvement of agriculture, when having gone through it, the 
Houſe reſumed, and the report was ordered for next day. 


WeDpNesDAY, APRIL 20, 1785. 


Sir FREDERICK FLoOD faid he held in his hand a petition, 
_ the noblemen, gentlemen, and freeholders of the coun- 
ty of Wexford, praying the Houſe to redreſs a molt oppreſſive 


| grievance, under which that county laboured. It was well 


known, he ſaid, that the rents of that induſtrious and opulent 
county, were paid wholly by tillage z that the produce of the 
land, particularly barley, was in general brought to the Dublin 
market; that coming in from the ſouth, the farmers had for- 
merly found very great convenience in weighing their grain at a 
crane or cranes in Kevin-ſtreet ; but that by an act, the 22d 
of his preſent Majeſty, the commiſſioners of the revenue were 
empowered ro appoint a weigh-maſter, who had ereQted ſcales in 
Thomas-ſtreet, and in James*s-ſtreet, ſo remote from that part of 
the city which lay convenient to the people of the county of 
Wexford, that in inany inſtances they had been known rather to 
give up the inland cariiage bounty, than undergo the trouble and 

expence of reſorting to thoſe ſcales, or the riſque of being robbe 
in returning from a late market, the delay being intolerable. 
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He then preſented a petition of ſeveral freeholders and farmers 
of the county of Wexford, ſetting forth that by an act made in 
the twenty-firſt and twenty-ſecond years of his preſent Majeſty, 
a power was veſted in the chief commiſſioners of his Majeſty's 
revenue, to appoint a crane or cranes, in ſuch parts of the city 
of Dublin and the Liberties thereunto adjoining, as they ſhould 
judge expedient, at which only all corn brought to ſaid city 
mutt be weighed, to entitle the owners to the land-carriage boun- 
ty. That in conſequence of the ſaid act, the craner of the crane 
in the Liberty of St. Sepulchre's, to which, from its eligibility 
of ſituation, petitioners conſtantly reſorted with their corn, has 
been prohibited from weighing every kind of grain. That the 
ſituation of two cranes, where all ſuch corn muſt now be weigh- 
ed as ſhall be entitled to bounty, is highly inconvenient to peti- 
tionersz which, together with the delay attendant upon the 
monopoly enjoyed by the ſaid cranes, has rendered the obtaining 
the ſaid bounty of ſo little conſideration, that, when the law ad- 
mirted, petitioners have been frequently induced to weigh their 
corn at the crane of the ſaid Liberty of St. Sepulchre's, to the 
total loſs of the ſaid bounty ; and praying that the ſaid crane may 
be reſtored to the power of weighing all ſuch grain as is entitled 
to bounty. : 


Mr. Haves preſented a ſimilar petition, from ſeveral freehold- 
ers and farmers of the county of Wicklow. | 


The Houfe then went into a committee on the bill for improy- 
ing and repairing the roads of the county of Dublin, Mr. Hayes 
in the chair, 


Sir FxeperIck F1,00D.—l ſhall give my diſapprobation to 
the bill in tete, as it is evidently calculated to create a neceſſity 
for the paſſing the bill, which, as I lately mentioned, after being 
thrice condemned, was executed the other night mean the bill 
for erecting turnpikes on ail the roads leading to this city; for 
this bill, by limiting the power of county Dublin grand juries, 
to aſſeſs or preſent more than the ſum of 18. 8d, per acre, inſtead 
of 3s. which they had heretofore the power to do, and at the 
ſame time containing a 2 of additional expences on the coun- 
ty, by raiſing the treaſurer's ſalary, and appointing a ſuperviſor 
and other new officers, puts it out of the power of the grand 
jury to keep the roads in repair, thus forcing us into the neceſli- 
ty of paſſing the reprobated turnp! ke bill I have alluded to, In- 
ſtead therefore of being called a bill for repairing and improving 
the roads of the county of Dublin, it ſhould be called a bill to 
diſenable the grand juries of the county of Dublin from repairing 
their roads, thereby to force the inhabitants upon che necellity of 
turnpikes. | 
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This bill is highly diſreſpeQful to the grand juries of the county 


of Dublin, for it obliges every juror to anſwer upon oath, a num- 
her of interrogatories, a matter as diſgraceful as it is novel. It 
takes from the grand juries of Kilmainham (than which I never 
ſaw any more reſpeQable during the time I acted for a friend of 
mine, as preſident of the quarter ſeſſions there) the power of -pre- 
ſenting for roads; that is in another words, we will truſt you 
with men's lives, but not with the diſpoſal of ten pounds. 

This bill, if paſſed into a law, will be a bad precedent ; every 
county in the kingdom will come for a particular act, ſo that 
you will probably next ſeſſions have thirty-one bills for like pur- 
poſes—1 move, therefore, that you, Sir, leave the chair, 


Mr.GaxDiNner.—The interrogatories are calculated to prevent 
any but men of ſome property in the county from being on 
grand juries, for ] have known preſentments of ſeveral thouſand 
pounds made by men who had not a ſhilling property in it. 

As to the bill being novel in its kind, I deny. The county of 
Dublin, on account of its peculiar circumſtances, has always had 
a code of road laws diſtinct from other counties; and I hope it 
will not be eſteemed arrogance in me to declare, that (an attend- 
ance of fifteen years on grand juries and road accounts, having * 
given me an opportunity to decide) the preſent bill is the belt 
digeſted of any bill of the kind ever w—_ into the Houſe. 

As to the increaſe of the treAurer's ſalary, that has been al- 


ready explained as an act of juſtice and compenſation for the ad- 


vantages his predeceſſors enjoyed, by having money in their 
hands, from all chance of which he is precluded, by being obli- 
ger to lodge all ſums in the bank; and the neceſſity of an aſ- 
iſtant clerk and ſuperviſor cannot be queſtioned, when gentlemen 
conſider that not leſs than 300 preſentments and affidavits go 
through his hands annually, to prepare and digeſt for the juries, 
In ſhort, I believe my honourable friend's oppoſition to this and 
a former bill, chiefly ariſes from his deſite to recommend himſelf 
to the county he withes to repreſent. 


General LuTTR&ELL ſaid the gentleman who oppoſed the bill, 
if he meant to ſucceed in the repreſentation of the county of 
Dublin, took a bad method in oppoling a bill to reduce the alf. 
ment; he 1magined he did not mean to woo the county's tavour, 
but to raviſh it. 


Sir FREDFEPERICK FLood declared that though he had the 
higheſt reſpect for the gentlemen of the county of Dublin, he 
never had any ſuch intention, or any other intereſted view, His 
E ity in the county of Dublin was very ſmall indeed; but he 
ooked upon bimfelf as the repreſentative of the meaneſt borough, 
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as being the repreſentative alſo of the whole nation; yet he owned 
that if any part had his warmeſt wiſhes it was the county of Wex- 
ford. He was however 2 3 for though in principle he 


ſupported adminiſtration at this time, he had before now oppoſed 
thoſe who held their places. 


The queſtion being put on the chairman's quitting the chair, it 
was negatived without a diviſion, The bill being afterwards 
gone through, the Houſe reſumed, and the report was ordered for 
to-morrow, 


Mr. O'Hara faid he thought it incumbent on him to tell the 
Houſe why he had not mentioned within theſe two days, the ſub- 
ject which he deemed to be of ſo much conſequence. It related 
to a bill brought into the Houſe by a learned member, who has 
not been — theſe two days, and it might appear unfair to 
takeit up in his abſence. He ſaid that he ſhould treat that bill as 

t of a general ſyſtem of politics, very dangerous to this coun- 
try, and therefore it was neceſſary that a right honourable gen- 
tleman, high in office, ſhould alſo be preſent, who is confined by 
illneſs; that he conceived a miniſterial influence, very dangerous 

«to political liberty, to be the great object of adminiſtration z and 
it was a ſyſtem that he would meet and oppoſe in every tage, 
and would bring before the Houſe as ſoon as an opportunity 
offered. X : 


The Sreakexr ſaid it ſtood for committal. 


Mr. O'Hara ſaid he ſhould faſhion his motion in ſuch manner 
as that there might be a debate upon the merits of the bill before 
it went into a committee; for that the bill was of too much con- 
ſequence to be ſent to the committee without a debate upon the 
merits, 


- — . 


TavksDar, Arr1L 21, 185. 


The Syzarer reported that he had, purſuant to order, 
communicated by letter to Sir Roger Curtis, the reſolution of the 
Houſe of the zoth of October, 1783, to which he was pleaſed 
by letter to return the anſwer following: 


6 * Ganges, at Portſmouth, March 234, 1785, 
Si 

By a letter which I this day received from Richard Griffith, 
jun. Eſq; a member of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, I find that 
the letter of which the incloſed isa copy has not been received by 


you, I beg you to credit me, Sir, when I afſure you, that no- 


OO ff 


= ky p- *H i= 


1 


3 TH 137 


thing could have happened to me, which would cauſe me greater 
eaſineſs. 
oe? Permit me, Sir, to requeſt from you, that you will have the 
goodneſs to explain my conduct reſpecting this buſineſs, as you 
may ſee occaſion, ſo that I may not appear to hold in little eſti- 
mation an honour which I fo highly value, 
I have the honour tobe, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 


ROGER CURTIS,” 


To the Right Honcurable Edmond Sexten 
Pery, Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons of Ireland. 


[Copy.] | 
4 Lendon, May gth, 1784. 


« Sir, 
e] did not receive your letter of the 1ſt November, 1783, con- 
veying to me the thanks of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, for my 
conduct in the defence of Gibraltar, until a few days ago. F 
It gives me much concern that my having been abroad in his 
Majeſty's ſervice, prevented my receiving your letter ſoon enough 
for your communicating to that Houſe of Commons by which I 
have been ſo highly honoured, my fincere gratitude thereupon : 
ButI yet hope, Sir, that you will in your goodneſs deviſe ſome 
mode for making it known to my fellow ſubjeQs of Ireland, how 
very honourable I eſteem it to have acquired their approbation, 
and to have it ſignified to me by the unanimous voice of their 
repreſentatives, 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 


ROGER CURTIS.” 


The Right Honourable Edmond Sexten 
Pery, Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons of Ireland. 


Mr. Brarsrop moved that the committee on the bill for 
improving the port and harbour of Dublin, be directed to receive 
aclauſe to enable the truſtees appointed for turning the river Dod- 
der, to veſt the money in their hands in the new corporation for 
improving the harbour, 
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The Houſe then reſolved into a committee on the bill for im. 
roving the port and harbour of Dublin, and regulating the Bal- 
aſt and Pilot-oftices. The hill was then gone through and 

agreed to; af.er which the Houſe reſumed, and the report was 
ordered to be received on Friday. 


The Honourable HexcuLzs RowLEy preſented a petition 


from Waddel Cunningham Eſq; complaining of an undue election 


for the town of Carnckfergus z and moved that the ſame be tried 
on the 23d of May. 


Lord Kit.warLin ſaid the fitting Member was ready for the 
trial, and therefore moved it ſhould be on the 7th of May. 


The queſtion being then put on the 23d of May, there ap- 
peared, 

„ 34 

Noes — — 60 


Majority againſt ĩt — 26 


The motion was then put on the 7th of May, and carried 
without a diviſion. 


A petition of Marriot Dalway, Eſq; Samuel Davys Browne, 
Eſq; Daniel Henry, Alexander M*Keown, James Hoy, David 
_ M*Farran, Nathaniel Catters, jun. 3 M*Kinley, Samuel 

Laird, Henry Purdy, Samuel M*Matter, James Stewart, Wil- 
liam Clarke, Andrew Rock, William Legg, Alexander Kirk, 
and Francis Hunter, complaining of an undue election and return 
for the county of the town of Carrickfergus, was preſented to 
the Houſe and read. 


— — e—_— 
Fiber, Arxil 22, 1785. 


Mr. O'H ARA moved that a committee ſhould go into the bill, 


for regiſtering of freeholders. 


Sir Fxeptr1ick FLooD ſaid that though he oppoſed a ſimilar 


bill ſucceſsfully in the laſt Parliament, he did not do it as diſap- 
proving of the principle, but as being unſeaſonable at the eve of a 
general election, when it muſt have introduced confuſion among 
the people but he would now give his hearty ſupport to the prin- 
ciple, though he would not bind himſelf to the particular clauſes 
in their preſent form. He ſaid he underſtood that the object of the 
bill was an univerſal regiſtry among all deſcription of freebolders, 
which he highly approved as tending to prevent frauds, That he 
himſelf, as well as ſome others, had ſuffered by perſons obtruding 
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1lves, who had no right, to the injury of thoſe who had. 
m_— was for retroſpective regiſtry, that ſhould reduce al! 
real frecholders to a certainty in numbers and qualifications, and 
then every man's force and power in a county would be known, 
and thereby unneceſſary conteſts and expence would be faved, 
and none but the real freeholder would dare obtrude himſelf. 
Beſides it would be the means of curing all defects in the pre- 
ſent regiſtry. 
The Cuax cello or THE ExcHrques faid that as it 
was a bill of general concern, he hoped the Houle would order 
it to be printed. He moved, and the Houſe ordered it accord- 


ingly. 


— — 


SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 1785. 


Mr. Paul Le Bas, examinator of corn premiums, preſented to 
the Houſe, purſuant to order, an account of the ſums paid on 
the inland, canal, and coaſt carriage of corn, malt, and flour 
brought to the city of Dublin for two years and three quarters, 
ending the 25th December, 1784, diſtinguiſhing the quantities 
of each kind, and the ſums paid thereon in each year reſpectively. 


Mr. Cor vit moved that the committee on the bill for widen- 
ing and repairing the roads in the county of Dublin, &c. be em- 
powered to receive a clauſe, ** That when any bridge or wall 
ſhall be made or repaired, it be on a joint preſentment of the 
grand jury of the county of Dublin, and the grand jury of the 
county of the city of Dublin.” 


Sir JonN BLaqQuiexe moved © That a clauſe be inſerted 
to empower the ſaid two juries to contract for amending and 
repairing the avenues of Dublin between the ſaid city and the 
circular- road.“ 


Alderman WaR REM moved“ A clauſe to appoint inſpectors 
for the new precincts of the city.“ 


The Houſe in a committee on the bill for repairing the county 
of Dublin roads, Mr. Hayes in the chair. 


Sir Francis HuTCainsow: objected to the clauſe which 
creates a new office of inſpector of the accounts of the county- 
treaſurer, with a ſalary of 1o0l. a year, alledging that ſuch an 
office was totally unneceſſary and unprecedented in that or in any 
other county; that it was inconſiſtent in a bill of which a prin- 
cipal object was avowed to be a great reduction of the grand 
jury's power of aſſeſſing the county, to create a new office of 
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Rttle or no uſe, and conſiderable expence. He then moved that 
thoſe clauſes be left out of the bill. 


Mr. Ga DINEx ſaid that the plan eſtabliſhed by this bill of pay- 
ng the county-money into the National-bank, and the heavy load 
of buſineſs with which the grand jury is burthened, made it 
impoſſible for them to go through it without the aid of ſuch an 
officer, who upon the whole would ſave to the county much 
more than his falary. | 


Sir Francis Hurchixsox replied that he was not con- 
vinced of the neceſſity or expediency of creating ſuch an office 
by the arguments adduced by his right honourable friend ; that 
he was perſuaded that every part of the bufineſs which. thoſe 


clauſes direct their new officer to do, might without difficulty be 


performed, as it now is in-this and other countics, by the trea- 
ſurer, the grand jury, and their clerk or ſecretary, and perſiſted 
in his motion. 


On a diviſion there appeared for the paragraph, 


Ayes, — — 30 
Noes, — — 33 


The chairman then reported ſome progreſs, and Mr. Ga DñINER 
gave notice that when the bill ſhould be reported to the Houſe, 
he would attempt to re-eſtabliſh thoſe clauſes. 


Mr. Gairrir moved that the committee on Mr. Brooke's 
bill be empowered to receive a clauſe to ſecure 50ool. to the 
cotton working manufacturers of the county of Kildare, —Ordered. 


Mr. Joun WoLre moved, that a committee be appointed 
to inquire into the ſtate of all the turnpikes in the kingdom.— 
Ordered, | 


— — — 


Moxpay, ArtiL 25, 1785, 


The Houſe in a committee, Mr. Hayes in the chair, went 
through the county of Dublin road bill; in which, on the 
motion of Sir John Blaquiere, a clauſe was inſerted to enable 
grand juries of the county of the city of Dublin to preſent, as 
heretofore, the neceſſary ſums for repairing ſuch roads as lie 
within their county, and alſo within the circular road. 


The Houſe in a committee on the bill for regiſtering deeds, 
Sc. Lord Delvin in the chair, examined upon oath Mr. Kelly, 
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formerly deputy-regiſter, and Mr. Smith, now a principal clerk 
in the Regiſter- office. ä | 

From the teſtimony of thoſe gentlemen it appeared that taking 
all memorials of deeds upon an average, one with another, the 
legal fee upon each may be computed at 18. gd. producing annu- 
ally to the office a revenue of 4661. ; that the regiſter has been 
conſtantly obliged to keep five clerks and a depnty, and upon 
extraordinary ' occaſions a greater number have been called in to 
aſſiſt; that the deputy was paid a falary of zol. a year, and 
each of the clerks 10l. yet that the expences of the office, 
together with the ſalaries of the clerks, amounted very nearly 
to the groſs receipts of the legal fees; but that fees greater 
than the legal fees had been taken, ſometimes to a conſiderable 
amount, and never leſs upon an average than 28. 6d. upon each 
memorial, amounting annually to 75 41.z that negative certifi- 
cates. have been delayed for A days, ſometimes weeks, for 
want of a proper number of clerks, and from the vaſt quantity 
of books which muſt neceſſarily be examined upon thoſe occa- 
ſions; that the office would require at leaſt a deputy and eight 
clerks to do the buſineſs, as it ought to be done; that the deputy 
ought to be a reſponſible perſon, and would be fairly entitled to 
a ſalary of 200l. per annum, and each of the two principal clerks 
to 1001. per annum; that the ſix inferior clerks ought alſo to be 
men of abilities, and could not be paid with leſs than a falary 
of 6ol, each; that to ſupport an houſe-keeper, and furniſh the 
office with coals and candles, alſo with parchment and ſtationary 
of the beſt quality, (a circumſtance abſolutely neceſſary, it being 
intended to preſerve the records for many centuries) would re- 
quire 200l. per annum. 


Being queſtioned by Sir Joun BLaqQuiezre, whether it would 
be an advantage to the public, if the Regiſter*s-office was to be 
ſo regulated by law, that the principal ſhould receive a reaſon- 
able aſcertained fee, ſufficient to enable him to have the buſineſs 
properly executed, and to reſerve a moderate reward for his own 
reſponſibility, and at the ſame time that all gratuities and impo- 
ſitions under the name of expedition money ſhould be prohibited, 

Mr. Smith anſwered, that it would be of the higheſt advantage 


to the public, and that in the end they would pay much leſs 
than heretofore they have. | 


Mr. Bus ut aſked what proportion the legal fees of the 
Regiſter-office bear to thoſe of any of the law offices ? And was 
anſweted, that the difference was out of all proportion. The 
fee upon entering a judgment is 78. 9d. but upon regiſtering 
a memorial, that requires much more writing, it is but 18. 9d. 

Mr. Boyd ſaid he truſted gentlemen were now convinced 
of the abſolute neceſſity of putting the Regiſter-office under 
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proper regulation, A miſtaken opinion had gone abroad that 
this bill was intended for ſome of the moſt oppreſſive and unwar- 
rantable purpoſes, to raiſe enormous fees, and to give the regiſ- 
ter 10, oool. a year. It would however appear that nothing 
was intended by it but to aboliſh the impoſitions, and to prevent 
the delays that had heretofore embaraſſed the buſineſs of the 
Regiſter- oſſice ; to enable the principal to perform his duty to 
the advantage of the public, aud to give him a very moderate 
reward indeed. That this might be fully known, he would move 
the chairman to report progrels, and would defer the further con- 
fideration of the bill for — days. 


The Houſe having reſumed, Lord DeLvin reported ſome 
- progreſs, and defired leave to fit again. 


Mr. HaxTLEY moved for leave to bring in a bill to revive 
the act lately expired for regulating the butter trade. Leave 
was granted. 


— + — — =p 


TuesDay Arzl 26, 1783. 


Ordered, That the committee appointed to take into conſide · 
ration a bill for the more effeQually regiſtering of freeholders, 
be empowered to receive a clauſe that no perſon ſhall vote as a 
freeholder of any county, county of a city or county of a town, 
at any election of members to ſerve in parliament, who ſhall 
not have regiſtered his own name, and his freehold, in the man- 
ner preſcribed by the ſaid bill. 


It was alſo ordered that the committee be empowered to 
receive a clauſe to prevent perſons ſubſiſting by charity from 
voting at elections. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for rendering 
more effectual the remedy by diſtreſs for rent; and that Mr, 
Dunn and Mr. John Forbes do prepare and bring in the ſame. 


Mr. Dux x ſaid, as the law now ſtands, a puniſhment is pro- 
vided for perſons who reſcue cattle that have been diſtrained for 


rent, but no puniſhment for perſons aiding and aſliſting, which 


defect this bill was meant to ſupply. 


The Houſe then reſolved into a committee on the bill for 
the encouragement of the fiſheries on the north-weſt coaſt 0! 
Ireland. —Reported progres, and ordered to fit again, 
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WzepNesDAY APRIL 27, 1785. 


Mr, O'Hara called the attention of the Houſe to an object 
of very great national importance z he called upon miniſters for 
their aſſiſtance, and declared that the motion he had to propofe 
would procure them popular efleem, and popular affection ; they 
would be both well earned, and would therefore laſt long. The 
object he had in view was to ſave this country a ſum of 10,5001. 
a year, which was expended upon a uſeleſs and unneceſſary 
ſinecute. 

The motion had ſome proſpect of the advantage of commerce, 
it had regained the rights of freemen, the rights of the conſtituti- 
on, bur theſe advantages and theſe 7 could not be long re- 
tained if the influence of miniſtry is ſuffered to be encreaſed in 
any enormous degree. a | 

There may be ſuch a thing as a patronage which may be ne- 
ceſſary for the exigencies of the government, but whenever 
that is ſufficient, whatever goes beyond it is an evil, and it is a 
kind of foreboding to the people to beware leſt chat the conſtitu- 
tion itſelf might be overthrown, It was not a century fince the 


people was offered a facrifice upon the altar of minifterial in- 


fluence. That to combat, to retain commerce, or regain the 


conſtitution would be vain, if the arm of the miniſter was per- 


mitted to become omnipotent. He feared leſs to either from 
external violence than internal diſtemper; but he confeſſed he 
dreaded the latter, 

His motion was ſimple, it went merely to the office of vice- 
treaſurer, for which he intended to propoſe a compenſation. He 
ſhould ſay nothing of the office of high-treaſurer, that office 
was hereditary in a great family in England, together with a 
great eſtate. That office too is recognized by ſtatute law; which 
was not the caſe with the office of vice - treaſurer. They who 
enjoyed that office were moſtly the followers of miniſters in 
England, and were changed with every change which happened 
in that countty. They live in England, and draw from the 
public here a great ſum without the country having any bene- 
ht from it. Whenever the revenues of the country were miſap- 
plied, as the reward of parliamentary conduct in another place, 
it was a ſhameful alienation of the public treaſure, What if 
ſuch a meaſure were adopted here? Suppoſe any gentleman 
ſhould rife in his place and move that 10,000). of the wealth 
of this country ſhould be difpoſed of as the miniſter of England 
pleaſes, would not every perſon ſay that the mover was not in 
his ſenies ? If then the thing was ſo cenſurable, ſo repugnant 
to common reaſon, fo ridiculous as a new meaſure, what muſt 
it be of an old one? More than half a million had been hither- 
to thus expended ; but he truſted the preſent parliament would 
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be more faithful to their country and pluck it up as an uſeleſs 
excreſcence. 

Upon this occaſion they had the authority of parliament as a 

edent to vindicate their conduct, This Houſe had before 
interfered with regard to this office, and in Lord Harcourt's time 
had allotted 10, 5o0l. a year, inſtead of all fees; and ever ſince, 
every act of parliament which provided for theſe officers, has 
acknowledged the illegality of the principle, for it takes care that 
they ſhall receive the fees. | 

The vice-treaſurer ads in ſubordinacy to the Engliſh miniſ. 
ter: If this be really, as it is faid to be, an independ-:nt country, 
let us act as if we were independent. Every act of reduction 
in England meets with our commendation, We applaud the 
cconomy of the French, but wall we not at with much more 
propriety if we reduce our expenditure at home, than idly declain 
on the merits of the people elſewhere. 

Men ſee the debt of the nation increaſing, and as it increaſe 
the influence of government is increaſed therewith. He ſhould 
not be. ſurprized if the people became jealous of the condud 
of the Commons. That Houſe had been the arena where the 
battles of the people had been fought. It had been the popular 
bulwark, their ſhield againſt infringements ; but what muſt they 
think if they behold every motion which had not the favour 
of adminiſtration refuſed, and every propoſition from the other 
fide of the Houſe received. 

The admimiſtcation of this country had very conſiderably in- 
creaſed its influence even within the laſt twelve months. In the 
courts of law three additional judges had been added. He ac- 
knowledged that that meaſure had met with the approbation, but 
it was the cold approbation of the Houſe of Commons; it wa 
true that it had not happened within the time of the preſent ad- 
miniſtration z it was not, however, by any means the leſs an 
increaſe of miniſterial influence. 

The miſapplication of the regulation of the Poſt-office was 
another means of influence. The act itſelf was rightly founded, 
for it was a monſter in politics to have an independent nation pay- 
ing that kind of tax to another country, - But what reaſon was 
there to ſplit the office, and give a greater ſalary than formerly ? 

There was alſo an extraordinary increaſe to this influence in the 
creation af a national bank, An object great and defirable in it- 
ſelf, but monſtrouſly mitapplied, fo as to prevent it from giving 
that ſpring and elaſticity to trade, which might be expected from 
it. Officers too had been created in the Exchequer and Chancery 
for the purpoſe of paying in the money received into theſe courts, 
for ſecurity, to the national bank. But he doubted whether it was 
eaſier now to receive that money than it was formerly, 
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It is ſaid that this nation will ſhortly have a navy; this would 
be alſo an increaſe of influence; and it is ſaid we are ſhortly to 
have a mint, which will be yet a further increaſe to that influence. 
A penſion of 2500l. a year has been given, it is ſaid, for the lives 
of three men, but certainly for the life of one, to bring home a 
falary of 1 S800l. a year. Was it then to be wondered, if the peo- 
ple ſhould fear a deſertion of their intereſt, He would venture to tell 
miniſters that it was not right to extend miniſterial influence, and 
that they would find, if it were their wiſh to carry every thing by 
a great and inſulting majority, that ſuch a conduct would not 
ſerve their maſter, and would diſſatisfy the public. 

He wiſhed the preſent office to be fuppreſſed, as it would be a 
gain to the public, and a loſs to no man. Did gentlemen conſider 
that 10,5o00l. would pay the intereſt of 300, oool. at three and a 
half per cent. Was this an object? If they wiſh a ſinking fund, 
they have a kind of one already. Here is an increaſe to it. Do 
they wiſh to encourage arts and manufaQtures ? Here are the 
means. Who could loſe by the meaſure ?—No man; for the 
minifter is enabled to provide a compenſation, The miniſter of 
England cannot diſapprove of the meaſure, he has promiſed a 
fimilar object in Great Britain,—To the miniſter here it will do 
great credit; to the people it will give great ſatisfaction. 

The preſent is a great and important criſis. You may reſtore 
your commerce, and perpetuate your conſtitution—Suppoſe this 
ſum of money diſtributed among parliament, might it not be fo 
applied as to deſtroy the eſſence * ſoul of your liberties. 

He concluded by moving, That it is the opinion of this Houſe, 
that the office of vice- treaſurer, pay-maſter and treaſurer of the 
navy ought to be ſuppreſſed, legal compenſation being made to the 
preſent poſſeſſors of theſe offices, and that the future falaries of 
the office be applied to the ſervice of the public.” 


Mr. ALEXANDER MonTGOMERY ſeconded the motion. 


Mr. Goprxety Gretn faid he was very much ſurprized at 
ſome words which had fallen from the honourable gentleman, and 
rather more ſo, as he had the honour of be intimately acquainted 
with him; he ſhould have ſuppoſed the honourable gentleman 
would not have made ſuch an attack without giving him ſome 
ſort of previous notice. As to the emoluments of his office he 
faid they were very ſmall, ard bore no proportion whatever to 
the trouble ; the duty required his conſtant attendance, and did 
not admit a ſingle holyday in the year; and he would be bold to 
ſay, no duty was ever more faithfully performed; no man had 
ever called a fecond time for his money; nor bad any man ever 
paid 2 ſingle ſhilling fee, 
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Mr. O'Hara declared that nothing could be farther from his 
mind, than any thought of making a perſonal attack on the ho- 
nourable gentleman. He had faid that government had eſtabliſh- 
ed certain officers in the courts of Chancery and Exchequer, but 
that the expences of the ſuitors had not thereby been diminiſhed, 
This he had ſaid, becauſe he had been informed that ſuitors found 
it both expenſive anddifficult to get their money out of the Na- 
tional Bank, into which theſe officers were obliged to pay it. He 
had heard that if a ſuitor had 20l. in the National Bank, it might 
coſt him fol. to get it out. 


Sir HENRY CavexDisn ſaid he did not think any thing that 
had fallen from the laſt honourable gentleman could be conltrued 
as perſonal to the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt but one, 
But he had ſuppoſed when the gentleman was about to introduce 
his motion, be would have brought forward ſome reaſonable 
cauſe whereon to found it; that he would have propoſed a com- 
mittee to enquire into the conduct of the vice-treaſurers, and 
that before ſuch committee ſome fraud or miſmanagement would 
have been alledged againſt them; but as this was not the caſe, 
though he was as much as any man a friend to ceconomy, yet he 
was alſo a friend to juſtice ; and as he deemed it highly unjuſt, 
without any fault proved or alledged, by a ſlapdaſh vote, to turn 
perſons out of their employments, he would, without the ceremo- 
ny of a previous queſtion, or calling for the order of the day, give 
the reſolution a direQ negative. . : 


The queſtion was put, and the reſolution negatived. 


The Houſe reſolved into a committee of the whole Houſe, to 
take into conſideration the ſtate of Kilmainham hoſpital, Mr. 
Lorenzo Moore in the chair. 


Major DoyLe.—Mr. Chairman, I never felt ſo great ſatisfac- 
tion in my life as I do at this moment, in being able to addreſs you, 
as Chairman of a committee of the whole Houſe ; for it aſſures 
me of the ſucceſs of a meaſure, which, I confeſs, has long been 
the object neareſt to my heart, I mean the obtaining relief for the 
diſabled and worn out ſoldiers of the Iriſh army, ,1 fay, Sir, it 
aſſures my ſucceeding, for their ſituation requires only to be made 
known to their country, to inſure its benevolent interpoſition in 
their behalf: and here let me implore the attention of the com- 
mittee to a ſubject, which of all others has the ſtrongeſt claims up- 
on every fine affection of the ſoul, and which moreover is ſup- 
ported by the tirm pillars of national juſtice and of public utility, 
And, Sir, did ! not know how powerfully ſuch conſiderations 
muſt weigh with ſuch minds, I ſhould never have conſented to 
tiſque the cauſe of thoſe gallant veterans, by enttuſting its ſtate- 
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ment to ſo weak an advocate as myſelf: But in truth, the juſtice 
and ſimplicity of their cauſe requires not an advocate, and beſides 
] am confident they will find a warm one in every man who hears, . 
me. | 

Sir, it has long been a * 7 of regret to every military man 
in this kingdom, and has alſo been an eſſential * to the ſer- 
vice in general, that the ſoldiers of the army, on the Iriſh eſta- 
bliſhment, when worn out or diſabled in the common cauſe, are 
not equally provided for as thoſe on the Britiſh eſtabliſhment, hav- 
ing in reality little more than half their allowance. But, Sir, as 
there are many gentlemen here who muſt be unacquainted with 


C this diſtinction, I ſhall for their ſatisfaction ſtate the relative ſitua- - 
, tion of both eſtabliſhments upon this head, after which I ſhall lay 
: before the committee the 2 that appears to the governors of 
» Kilmainham-hoſpital moſt eligible for the relief of their petition- 
1 ets; and this plan, or any otherthat may be approved of by this com- 
” mittee, I propoſe to carry into effect by an addreſs to his Grace 
d the Lord Lieutenant, founded upon a few reſolutions which I 
d ſhall have the honour to ſubmit to the conſideration of this com- 
— mittee, Here the major entered into a long and very accurate 


ſtatement of the eſtabliſhment of Chelſea and Kilmainham hoſpi- 
tals, by which he made appear a very ſtriking diſparity in the pro- 
viſion made for the diſabled ſoldiers on the Frith eſtabliſhment. ]— 
After which he continued. Can there be any thing ſo unjuſt as 
this diſtinction between the ſoldiers of the ſame empire? Have 
not the Iriſh army contributed equally to the general defence ? 
Every officer who has ſerved can witneſs how freely they have 
bled in the general cauſe. Perhaps, Sir upon this ſubject alone I 


to may be allowed to ſpeak with ſome confidence, having for the 
Mr. four laſt years of the war, in a corpsentirely compoſed of natives 
of Ireland, raiſed and led on by our noble and gallant country- 
3 man, for the pvrpoſe of proving to the world what I am bold to 
ak afſert here, that collectively as well as individually the Iriſh 
— ſoldiery is not inferior to any upon earth. Animated by the bril- 
xp liant reputation of their noble leader, and fired by the ho- 7 
the nourable title they poſſeſſed, (for they were called the volunteers 
ys of Ireland) they did juſtice to both in a ſtrange land. But it is 
hs not for me to ſtate the ſervices of our own countrymen, they are 
** recorded in the annals of the war, and they live in the memory of 
* the enemies of our country. I make no invidious compariſons 
up- each of the nations of our empire have their peculiar excellence z 
ſup- | do not {ay the Iiiſh is a better ſoldier, I only ſay he is not worſe, 
ility. and therefore ſhould not be worſe provided for, when worn out in 
15008 the common cauſe, than his brother ſoldier of Great Britain; 
4 to brother did I ſay ? alas! it is the counterfeit reſemblance of two 


ſtate · brother?, that by the bounty 115 grateful countty is enabled to 
2 
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ſpend in calm repoſe the evening of that day which he had dedi- 
cated to the ſervice of his country, while this is mocked with 
the ſhadow of ſubſiſtence, unequal to ſapport him urder the 
wounds and infirmity he may have contracted in a long ſervice in 
every baneful climate of the globe. Suffer then no longer the 
ſoldier of Ireland to languiſh under this mark of inferiority ; and 
when he ſays with his countryman in the play, “ Jam a ſoldier, 
and mine is not the livery of a knave;“ enable him to add, that 
he is an Iriſhman, and that his is not the country of. diſhonour,” 
But, Sir, it is not the native ſoldier alone who is injured by the 
diſtinction, it is ſtill more ſevere upon the poor Engliſh and 
Scotch ſoldier, who is thrown upon our hoſpitality. Iwill now 
ſtate a cafe which is known to happen frequently, that will ſhew 
this in the ſtrongeſt point of view to the committee: I will ſup- 
poſe two men to enliſt at the ſame time, the one in a regiment in 
Yorkſhire, the other in a regiment in Dublin; I will ſuppoſe them 
ordered to the Eaſt or Weſt Indies together, and that in the courſe 
of fervice they both became diſabled, and their reſpective regi- 
ments ordered at the ſame time to Europe. The Iriſh recruit ſhall 
find himſelf with one arm in England, on the Chelfea penſion bf 
5d. per day, to which he will poſſibly have an additional (as a 
compaſſionate caſe) of 7d. or 4d. per day, making perhaps 181, 
58. in the year, while the poor fellow who enliſted in England 
nds himſelf in Ireland with but one arm upon 4]. 11s. zd. The 
hardſhip of ſuch a ciſe muſt be obvious to every man who hears 
me. In order to leſſen which as much as poſſible, and at the ſame 
time with as little expence to the nation as poſſible, the plan has 
been formed, which I ſhall lay before the committee, and which 
- owes: indeed much of its merit to the governors of the Royal 
Hoſpital, for I do confeſs that my ideas upon this ſubje& 
were upon a larger ſcsle. I did wiſh that the ſoldiers of each 
country when difabled, ſhould be exaQly upon the ſame footing ; 
but it ſeems neceſſary in relieving the vetetan, to advert to the 
fituation. of the country, and to add as little as poſſible to the 
weight of taxes already laid on the nation. And it will be obvi- 
ous to every man that this conſideration has been attended to in 
the preſent plan, as it does not aſk, for the relief of three thou- 
ſand hve hundred and ſeventy-two brave fellows, worn out in 
the ſervice, as much as would amount to the income of a ſingle 


vice- treaſurer; by whole ſervices the nation has never been bene- 
fu cd. 


Here the Major produced the plan as follows: 
£ 3 d. 


20 ſerjeant majors of dragoons, or infantry, or cor- 
poral majors of horſe, at 1s, per day, per 
annum, - — - i $06 


100 old ſerjeants of dragoons, or infantry, or cor- 
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porals of horſe, at = 3 
100 old corporals of dragoons or infantry, at - 8 o 


© 
0 
500 compaſſionate caſes, firſt claſs, at 5d. per day, 7 12 1 
1206 ditto, ſecond claſs, at 4d. per day, — & v8 


1946 ſoldiers, at old allowance, to rife according to 
circumſtances of infirmity, age &c. at zd. 
per day, - . - 


3572 total penſioners, 
Expence incurred by this arrangement, - 


3998 14 2 
General LuTT&ELL ſaid Major Doyle deſerved every praiſe 


for his humanity and attention to a ſet of brave men, that had de- 
ſerved well of their country, 


The Right Honourable Mr. Oct declared himſelf happy in 


giving his conſent to a meaſure dictated by juſtice and humanity. 
He ſaid when the honourable mover had firſt mentioned it, he had 
thought it neceſſary to take the opinion of the governors of Kil- 
mainham-hoſpital upon the ſubject ; he was now glad that that 


opinion had been taken, as it pointed out the diſtinction that ſhould 


be made between men, who could contribute ſomething to their 


own ſupport by labour, and thoſe compaſſionate caſes, where 
the diſabled ſoldier had no reſource but in the juſtice and genero- 
ſity of his country. 


Mr. ALexaxDeR MoxTGOMERY ſaid he had great ſatis- 
faction in ſeeing the right honourable gentleman coincide in the 
humane intentions of the Houſe, and from his gracious manner 
of doing ſo, he would venture to expreſs a wiſh that the ſum pro- 
poſed fr the relief of the difabled and worn out ſoldiers, might 
be doubled. 


— — — —  — — 


q THhHuRSDAY, APRIL 28, 1785. 


Major Do vi. , according to order, reported from the committee 
of the whole Houſe, appointed to take into conſideration the ſtate _ 
of the Royal Hoſpital near Kilmainham, the refolutions of the 
ſaid committee, which he read in his place, and after delivered 
in at the table, where the ſame were read, and are as follow: 


1. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
army on the Britiſh and Iriſh eſtabliſhments being equally employ- 
ed in the general defence of the empire, the ſoldiers of each, when 
worn out and diſabled in the common cauſe, are equally merito- 
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rious objects of the royal bounty, and the generous proviſion of 
parliament, as far as the circumſtances of their reſpeQive countries 
will admit. | 

2. Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the al- 
Idwance at preſent made to the out-penſioners of Kilmainham-Hoſ- 
pital is very diſproportionate to that granted to the out-penſioners 
of Chelſea-Hofyical, and is become (from the advanced price of 
proviſions) inadequate to the ſupport of thoſe helpleſs, but de- 
ſerving objects. 

3. Reſolved, That it appears by the plan produced to this 
committee (as approved of by the governors of the Royal Hoſpi- 
tal of Kilmainham) that a ſum not exceeding four thouſand 
pounds is neceſſary to enable the governors of this charity to 
make a more equal and comfortable proviſion for thoſe diſabled 
veterans. 

4. Reſolv2d, therefore, That it is the opinion of this commit- 
tee, that an humble addreſs be preſented to his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant, raying that he will lay before his Majelty the hum- 
ble deſire of this Houſe, that his Majeſty will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to order the ſum of four thouſand pounds to be paid to 
the governors of the Royal Hoſpital of Kilmainham, to enable 
them to carry into effect the plan for the further relief of the diſ- 
abled and worn-out ſoldiers upon the out- penſion of {aid hoſpital, 
and that this Houſe will make good the fame. | 


Mr. Fi.00D.—Sir, I beg to call the attention of the Houſe to 
a buſineſs of the greateſt national importance—a reform of par- 
hament. I know the fate of reform in another country, and it 
has been told me in private, and will doubtleſs be urged here 
againſt any attempt at a reform now. But men who are enemies 
to a reform catch at any occurrence to oppofe it. In Britain it 
was oppoſed, becauſe it was patromzed by the miniſter ; and it 
is likely to be oppoſed here, becauſe it is not patronized by the 
miniſtry. But the very oppoſition on either ground fully proves 
the want of a reform. Indeed to deny the neceſſity would be 
abſurd ; nay, it would be an injult on your underſtandings to 
urge it, I own we have much mended our condition, and ob- 
tained many uſeful and beneticial acts, but the amending ſo much, 
was a proof of the depravity of Parliament, that had brought us 
to the want of ſo much amendment, and it was not effected by 
the virtue of parliament, but by the virtue of the people at large. 
The American reyolution, the fleets of Bourbon ſbewing on yous 
coaſt, and the volunteer army being themſelves difſatisfied, are 
the circumſtances alone which made this nation a people, and gave 
this country a conſtitution. In all events, Sir, it muſt be allowed 
that Great Britain has been deſtroyed by the corruption of parlia- 
ment, and that ſhe bends under the weight of an intolerable debt, 
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ariſing from the depravity of parliament. I ſay, that a great and 
good miniſter, with a good and virtuous parliament at his back, 
would inten years get rid of all theſe, and without it all the in- 
tegrity, and all the ability of the beſt miniſter, with all the in- 
clination to get free from the accumulation of debt, and to reme- 
dy the loſs of a great empire which had been reduced by weak and 
wicked counſels, would be found to be vain and fruitleſs, and 
after every effort they would find it impoſſible to do any thing. 
A parliamentary reform is more neceſſary here than in England. | 
In England the legiſlature has only to contend with the native 
power of government, but we have therewith to contend againſt 
the maſs of another great executive power. The Britiſh miniſter, 
when he urged a reform, ſtated that one-eighth of the parliament 
was from rotten boroughs; then ſeven eighths were incorrupt. 
Here, in this Houſe, half the the repreſentatives are not the re- 
preſentatives of the people; we have, therefore, four times the 
neceſſity of a reform that Britain has. 


[Here ſeveral members came in with the uniform worn by the 
members of the Hillſborough club.] 


I am rejoiced to behold ſo reſpectable a body come to reform 
the parliament. In conſequence of the honourable taſk impoſed 
upon me, I have endeavoured to explore what were peculiarly 
the cauſes of the evils which we feel in parliamentary repreſen» 
tation at this moment—over which too I have wept for years. 


There is ſcarce a corporate body in the kingdom, but has been 
deprived of their rights of election; to remedy which, it ſeems 
neceſſary, firſt to take away by an act of parliament, every bye- 
law or uſage that hath crept into places to deprive eleQors of their 
original right of voting z ſecondly, thar every leaſehold houſe- 
keeper in every borough or town * ſhould vote; thirdly, 
to regiſter all freeholds whatever. We have ſeen elections carried 
on from day to day for a very long period, where it was well 
known that nut one freeholder was polled, and theſe mockeries 
of electors were polled. as ten pound freeholders. To remedy this, 
let every freeholder be regiſtered at leaſt as a 408. freeholder, or 
not have a vote at all. It is well known that gentlemen in diffe- 
rent counties agree to make freeholders on this condition: I will 
make forty or fiſty freeholders in, your county, if you will make 
the ſame in mine. And they ſhall go to you on condition that 
yours come to me. Thus they travel about, and a band of itine- 
rant freeholders diſpoſe of the repreſentation of the country, while 
mock electors are brought from the North to the South, and from 
the South to the North; an army of fictitious freeholders produced 
as true, In towns too, what is the practice? A parcel of friends 
are made honorary members, who deprive the eleQors of their 
tranchiſe, and beſtow the name of repreſentative on one who has 
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rious objects of the royal bounty, and the generous proviſion of 
parliament, as far as the circumſtances of their reſpeQive countries 
will admit. 

2. Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the al- 
lowance at preſent made to the out- penſioners of Kilmainham-Hoſ- 
pital is very diſproportionate to that granted to the out-penſioners 
of Chelſea-Hofyical, and is become (from the advanced price of 
pony inadequate to the ſupport of thoſe helpleſs, but de- 
erving objects. 

3. Reſolved, That it appears by the plan produced to this 
committee (as approved of by the governors of the Royal Hoſpi- 
tal of Kilmainham) that à ſum not exceeding four thouſand 
pounds is neceſſary to enable the governors of this charity to 
make a more equal and comfortable proviſion for thoſe diſabled 
veterans. 

4. Reſolv2d, therefore, That it is the opinion of this commit- 
tee, that an humble addreſs be preſented to his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant, praying that he will lay before his Majeſty the hum- 
ble deſire of this Houſe, that his Majeſty will be gracioully 
pleaſed to order the ſum of four thouſand pounds to be paid to 
the governors of the Royal Hoſpital of Kilmainham, to enable 
them to carry into effect the plan for the further relief of the diſ- 
abled and worn-out ſoldiers upon the out- penſion of ſaid hoſpital, 
and that this Houſe will make good the fame. | 


Mr. F.oop.—Sir, I beg to call the attention of the Houſe to 

a buſineſs of the greateſt national importance—a reform of par- 

lament. I know the fate of reform in another country, and it 

has been told me in private, and will doubtleſs be urged here 

againſt any attempt at a reform now. But men who are enemies 
to a reform catch at any occurrence to oppoſe it. In Britain it 

was oppoſed, becauſe it was patronized by the miniſter ; and it 

is likely to be oppoſed here, becauſe it is not patronized by the 

miniſtry, But the very oppoſition on either ground fully proves 

the want of a reform. Indeed to deny the neceſſity would be 
abſurd ; nay, it would be an inſult on your underſtandings to 

urge it, Ion we have much mended our condition, and ob- 

tained many uſeful and beneficial acts, but the amending ſo much, 

was a proof of the depravity of Parliament, that had brought us 

to the want of ſo much amendment, and it was not effected by 

the virtue of parliament, but by the virtue of the people at large. 
The American reyolution, the fleets of Bourbon ſbewing on you 

coaſt, and the volunteer army being thenſelyes difſatisfied, are 

the circumſtances alone which made this nation a people, and gave 

this country a conſtitution. In all events, Sir, it mult be allowed 
that Great Britain has been deſtroyed by the corruption of parlia- 
ment, and that ſhe bends under the weight of an intolerable debt, 
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ariſing from the depravity of parliament. I ſay, that a great and 
good miniſter, with a good and virtuous parliament at his back, 
would inten years get rid of all theſe, and without it all the in- 
tegrity, and all the ability of the beſt miniſter, with all the in- 
clination to get free from the accumulation of debt, and to reme- 
dy the loſs of a great empire which had been reduced by weak and 
wicked counſels, would be found to be vain and fruitleſs, and 
after every effort they would find it impoſſible to do any thing. 
A parliamentary reform is more neceſſary here than in England. 
In England the legiſlature has only to contend with the native 

wer of government, but we have therewith to contend againſt 
the maſs of another great executive power. The Britiſh miniſter, 
when he urged a reform, ſtated that one-eighth of the parliament 
was from rotten boroughs; then ſeven eighths were incorrupt. 
Here, in this Houſe, half the the repreſentatives are not the re- 
preſentatives of the people; we have, therefore, four times the 
neceſſity of a reform that Britain has. 


[Here ſeveral members came in with the uniform worn by the 
members of the Hillſborough club.] 


I am rejoiced to behold ſo teſpectable a body come to reform 
the parliament. In conſequence of the honourable taſk impoſed 
upon me, I have endeavoured to explore what were peculiarly 
the cauſes of the evils which we feel in parliamentary repreſen» 
tation at this moment—over which too I have wept for years. 


There is ſcarce a corporate body in the kingdom, but has been 
deprived of their rights of election; to remedy which, it ſeems 
neceſſary, firſt to take away by an act of parliament, every bye- 
law or uſage that hath crept into 23 to deprive eleQors of their 
original right of voting z ſecondly, thar every leaſehold houſe- 
keeper in every borough or town _— ſhould vote ; thirdly, 
to regiſter all freeholds whatever. We have ſeen elections carried 
on from day to day for a very long period, where it was well 
known that nut one freeholder was polled, and theſe mockeries 
of electors were polled. as ten pound freeholders. To remedy this, 
let every freeholder be regiſtered at leaſt as a 408. freeholder, or 
not have a vote at all. It is well known that gentlemen in diffe- 
rent counties agree to make freeholders on this condition: I will 
make forty or fiſty freeholders in, your county, if you will make 
the ſame in mine. And they ſhall go to you on condition that 
yours come to me. Thus they travel about, and a band of itine- 
rant freeholders diſpoſe of the repreſentation of the country, while 
mock electors are brought from the North to the South, and from 
the South to the North an army of fictitious freeholders produced 
as true. In towns too, what is the practice? A parcel of friends 
are made honorary members, who deprive the eleQors of their 
tranchiſe, and beſtow the name of repreſentative on one who has 
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really no relation to them. My idea, therefore, is that no man 
. ſhall be admitted to have a vote in any town, unleſs he has one 
hundred pounds a year freehold ; or reſides within the precincts 
of the place. I ſhould alſo wiſh to enforce a reſidence perſonally 
and actually for ſix months before the teſt of the writ of election; 
that every man ſhould be acquainted with them upon the tender 
of their votes. I wiſh too that the ſheriff ſhould he deprived of all 
diſcretionary power, and rendered merely miniſterial, as to the ad 
of election, that he ſhould be enabled to appoint perſons who might 
hold the election in every barony cn one and the ſame day. This! 
think, would prevent corruption, and accelerate the election. 
Beſides the proſecution now — by law for falſe regiiry, my 
intention is to give a penalty to be recovered by any kind of action 
before any judge of aſſize. It is alſo my wiſh that every man 
ſhall be regiſtered in the barony where he reſides, and il there 
and no where elſe, The precedent of the disfranchi:ement of the 
borough of Shoreham was a good one. It had its right of election 
reſtored by annexing certain pariſhes annexed to it, To reitore 
and keep up a chain of populous towns in the kingdom, wilt be 
one of the great means of improving the repreſentation, I ſhall 
therefore move, That the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, for the following purpoſe : To pre- 
pou a clauſe or clauſes to be inſerted in the bill to be brought in 

y the committee appointed to bring ina bill for the more equal 

repreſentation of the people in parliament, the better to promote 

due population in ſmall ä or decayed cities, towns Cor- 
porate, and boroughs, whereby it ſhall be provided that any 
city, town corporate or borough returning members to ſerve in 
parliament, which ſhall not, twelve months before the next gene- 
ral election, contain, duly regiſtered, a number of reſident pro- 
teſtant leaſehold houſe-keepers, not leſs in Leinſter, Munſter or 
Connaught than ſeventy, nor leſs in Ulſter than one hundred and 
ſorty, in each city, town corporate or borough reſpectively, ſhall 
return to parliament one repreſentative only on the next general 
election; and ſhall continue on every ſubſequent election to te- 
turn one repreſentative, and no more, until ſuch number as afore- 
ſaid ſhall be compleated; and that as ſoon as ſuch number ſhall be 
compleated, then the ſaid city, won corporate or borough, ſhall 
again return two repreſentatives to pariiament, and ſhall continue 
ſo to do as long as, and no longet than, it ſhall retain the afore- 
{aid number compleat.” 

I will venture to ſay, that there can be no diviſion of ſenti- 
ments upon the ſubject, but what 1 can be able to remove. It 
will be Gid, I know, this will be a diminution of the reprefenta- 
tives, but I ſay, Sir, that it will be better to have 250 or 258 
conſtitutional repreſentatives, than 320 unconſtitutional. 
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Sr HzxcuLEs LanGRISHE,—Mr. Speaker, the object of this 
motion, taken abſtraQtedly, is certainly deſirable, and carries with 
it the recommendation of bearing a ſtrong reference to the great 
Earl of Chatham's idea of parliamentary reform, which was * the 
pouring fome young blood into the conſtitution,” Now, Sir, 
nothing that I know of can promote population ſo effectually as 
this ſame infuſion of young blood. I therefore feel ſome reluc- 
tance in voting againll this motion; but as it comprehends a part 
of a ſyſtem, which 1 think in the whole inadmiilible, I muſt op- 

oſe it. Though the queſtion immediately before you does not, 
it is true, go to the whole ſubject of a parliamentary reform, yet 
the very able ſpeech of the honourable member who introduced 
it, ſo fully explained the whole plan, and fo ftrongly enforced the 
neceſſity of the meaſure, that I cannot ſuffer it to remain under 
the uncontroverted recommendation of ſo able an advocate, but 
muſt take the liberty to follow him into the ſubject at large, and 
ſtate to the tiouſe my ſentiments on it. 

And indeed, Sir, as the various aſſemblies which of late have 
been ſo geacrally convened throughout this country, for the pur- 

oſes of peace and the propagation of political learning among the 
— order of the people, have diſplayed ſo much of their wiſ- 
dom and eloquence on this ſubject, I may hope it will not be 
thought an indecorum, if the Houſe of Commons aſſume to ſhare 
in the common privilege z and that we may be permitted, with 
the uſ12l authority of full and free debate, to examine the plan, 
the principle, and the progrels of a meaſure that affects to be a 
reformation of parliament. 

As ſoon as a reftitution of every right, and a conceſſion of ever 
favour that you could deſire or demand, had fatisfied every rati- 
onal wiſh in the nation, it was natural to expect that the patriot's 
care ſhould be awakened to look out for ſomething that might 
provide for the agitation of the day, and protect the public mind 
from the laſſitude of contentment ; for it was much to be feared, 
in thoſe degenerate days, when the people ſhould ſee commerce 
ready to reward their induſtry, and the beſt conſtitution in the 
world ready to enſure their acquiſitions z that they would be but 
too apt to ſurrender themſelves to the cold dictates of common 
ſenle, and degrade their high exertions . embracing the condi- 
tion of inglorious happineſs. But the public virtue of this coun- 
try has always been ready to awaken their ſenſibility to nobler 
purſuits, and cultivate the grov'th of unceaſing demand; for the 
public virtue of this country has always ſupplied us with ſome 
lpirics ſo exalted, that they aſpire at ſomething more than liberty; 
and whoſe conceptions of proſperity deſpiſe the narrow bounds of 
peace and affluence. 

To reſcue the people from this ignoble mediocrity—to reſcue 
them from this deluſive tranquillity—to keep alive their cares and 
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fears, and their jealouſies, that they may neither ſlumber nor ſleep 
even in the arms of freedom and peace the ſubject of parliamen- 
tary reform naturally preſented itſelf, as that of all others, moſt 
likely to inflame—becauſe it was that of all others moſt unlikel 
to be underſtood. It was a combination of politics, and juriſ- 
prudence, and hiſtory, and experiment, and ſpeculation, ſo com- 
1 as to furniſh 1 thing to perplex, and nothing to in- 
orm the public mind. The object ambiguous, the means unaſ- 
certained, its preachers could attribute to it any perfection they 
pleaſed without the hazard of confutation; it was a doQtrine that 
the high prieſts who expounded it from their altars explained every 
one in a manner different from the other—a doQrine on which 
the ſeveral oracles that had been conſulted abroad, returned re- 
ſponſes full of ambiguity, inconſiſteney and contradiction; it 
was a doQtrine to be propagated by pure faith, becauſe it was a 
myſtery above the underſtanding of the people; it was enough 
that the doQrine was new and obſcure, to enſure it ſome. followers 
amongſt a believing multitude ; for there never was a falſe doc- 
trine impoſed upon the world, except a doQrine the world could 
not underſtand. The miſſionaries of reform, though they could 
not like Mahomet, employ miracles to propagate the faith, were 
like him determined to lend it the aſſiſtance of the ſword, 

Under theſe circumſtances it naturally followed, that this ſub- 
ject aſſumed the ſanction of the people who knew nothing of the 
matter; and the force of the nation to be directed againſt its own 
tranquillity, it has been cloathed with a degree of authority ma- 
nifeſtly affecting to preclude the diſcuſſion, and enforce the com- 
pliance of parliament. I do not mean to allude to any expreſſions 
that may caſually have fallen in the warmth of debate from gentle- 
men in this Houſe, which ought to be conſidered as the effuſions 
of ardent feelings and good intentions, but I muſt obſerve upon 
Expreſſions which I have heard every where : We have been told, 
Sir, that ** a parliamentary reform is a meaſure which the people 


are determined to carry; that it was hoped they would not 


be ſatisfied without it.” Now, Sir, let me only obſerve, if ſen- 
timents like theſe ſhould ever have eſcaped from gentlemen of 
worth and underftanding, conſider how ſuch ideas would expand 
themſelves in the hot and vacant mind of the ignorant and the 
tumultuary. : 

What do theſe words import? Why, Sir, theſe words tranſlat- 
ed into common Engliſh imply, “ that the people ſhould reform 
parlament, by aboliſhing its authority, and renovate the conſti- 
tucion by an act of violence;“ for every man knows if the people 
are determined to carry a meaſute at all events, they ate deter- 
mined to carry it whether parliament approve or not; and if the 
latter be the cafe, to ſubſtitute force in the place of law, and 
arms in the place of conſtitution. And as to prophecies of diſ- 
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content or tumult, I muſt ſay it is from the frailty and vanity of 
man too much to expect, that when he aſſumes the gift of pro- 
phecy, he will not endeavour to fulfil his prophecy z at leaſt it 
may be feared that even if bis prophecy goes to public commo- 
tion, his pride and his paſſions become intereſted againſt any en- 
deavour to prevent that commotion, becauſe that would be an 
endeavour to falſify his own prediQtion, I cannot therefore avoid 
thinking, that ſuch prophecies have more in them of fabrication 
than foreſight ; that they tend more to promote than provide 
againſt the evils * announce; and therefore if I had the autho- 
rity of a patriarch, would call aloud on the people and cau- 
tion them againſt ſuch prophets—they may betray but cannot 
ſerve them, They may indeed ſeduce them, like the tribes of 
old, to wade through a red ſea, but they would afterwards lead 
them into captivity, or forſake them in the wilderneſs; for they 
cannot put them into poſſeſſion of the land they have promiſed 
them. 

| know very well that ſeveral rational and reſpectable gentlemen 
are of opinion in favour of a reform. I ſee ſeveral ſuch in this 
Houſe, for whoſe perſons and opinions I entertain the utmoſt re- 
ſpect; I muſt however take the liberty to ſay, I differ from them 
in opinion; and that from my intercourſe with the world, I am 
convinced the ſober ſenſe of the nation differs from them too. 
The rational wiſhes of the people muſt always have the greateſt 
weight in this Houſe, but they muſt flow through the channels of 
the conſtitution, and muſt be colleQed, not from the aſſertion of 
any, however reſpeQable, but by the beſt obſervation we can 
make; and my beſt obſervation convinces me that gentlemen are 
deceived when they ſtate a parliamentary reform as the darling 
object and fondeſt wiſh of the people. Why, Sir, the fact is im- 
poilible ! They are not ſufficiently acquainted with it to entertain 
ſuch a predeliction. I am ſure if you could ſuppoſe that poſlibleg 
you muſt ſuppoſe them more blindly devoted in their fond attach- 
ments, even than the ſovereign princes you read of; you ſuppoſe 
them enamoured of an object, without ever having been gratified 
even by looking at the picture of it. | | 

If indeed there could be ſuch a maſs of oddity in the human 
mind, as that the people were in love before-hand with every thing 
that calls itſelf reform, I could furniſh a ſeraglio for their rap- 
tures. I have in my pocket ſeventeen different plans for the re- 
torm of parliament, and I could collect as many more, becauſe 
reform is a word to which every reformiſt annexes his own idea; 
and plans of reform are as various as the various ideas of the human 
mind. But I will never believe that the people can devote them- 
ſelves at once to objects ſo diſſimilar, which differ as much in 
complexion and diſpoſition as the Ethiopian and the Circaſſian, 
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Neither will 1 believe they could be ſo weak as to found a paſſion 
on anticipation or authority. I could as ſoon be perſuaded they 
were in love with the climate of he moon, becauſe one Mr. Wil. 
kins, a very eloquent man, for reaſons beſt known to himſelf, 
aſſured them, that it was much a better climate than their own. 

As to the mere popular cry on this ſubject, examine it impar. 

tially, and you will find it proceeded from a very ſmall propor- 
tion of the people indeed, and of that part of the people too who 
are the leaſt capable to judge, and the leaſt diſpoled to be ſatisfied, 
But as their number was very ſmall, they were obliged to raiſe 
their voice the louder, in order to make themſelves heard. Peace 
and induftry are ever filent ; diſcontent and diſorder are ever cla- 
morous; and vou know very well that ten men (or even ten 
women) that are clamorous, make a greater noiſe than ten thou- 
fand who are ſatished and ſilent. But indeed when a man talks of 
the voice of the people, he is very apt to mean the voice of thoſe 
people who echo back his own voice, 

ow, Sir, I ſay wherever the people colleQtively have given 
an Opinion in favour of reform, they have ſpoken by a decided 
minority of the voters in the place whoſe ſenſe they would convey 
and the public opinion on this _ is conſpicuous in the elec- 
tions of delegates to the national congreſs. I do not mean to 
ſay one word as to the legality or illegality of that meaſure : that 
has been already ſufficiently explained. I know too that ſeveral 
reſpectable 1 were elected to that aſſembly; I only ſpeak 
of it at preſent merely as it bears teſtimony to the national ſenti- 
ment; and when we conſider the manner of the elections, where 
they were held, and the number of places where no ſuch were 
held at all, it is impoſſible not to, conclude that the ſenſe of the 
nation was adverſe to the meaſure, It was admitred that the 
whole province of Munſter ſent no delegate; and I am ſure every 
county or city, within my knowledge, which elected delegates, 
elected them by a decided minority of thoſe intitled by law to vote 
for repreſentatives. 

The honourable member who introduced this bill knows very 
well the election for the county in which he reſides was not held 
even in the body of the county itſelf z it was held in another 
county, where the freeholders had not a right by law to exerciſe 
the elective franchiſe, even under the King's writ ; and though | 
do allow that five reſpeQable gentlemen were the * of their 
Choice, yet no man alive will ſay that the ſenſe of 1200 free- 
holders was exprefſed by an aſſembly convened out of their coun- 
ty, and compoſed of 30, or 40, or 50 of thoſe freeholders, and 
the populace of a large city. ; 

We are all very well acquainted with the manner in which the 
election for the metropolis was conducted. I do not mean any 
diſreſpect to the gentlemen that were elected; I dare fay they 
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were very worthy of the truſt ; but the manner was this: After 
ſeveral unſucceſsful attempts in the uſual place of election, it was 
4 ſort of popular certiorari, removed to a place never before reſorted 
to, as the ſeat of election, though it has lately been the ſcene of 
ſummary juſtice z a part of the city, perhaps recommended by 
the popularity of its name—it is called the Liberty; or, perhaps, 
preferred to all others, from an opinion that in that centre of peace 
and induſtry, in that ſacred» ſuburb, diverſity of opinion would 
be ſilenced; that the friends of experiment were ſure to find a 
decifive ſupport, and that though the election might not be per- 
ſectly free, it would certainly be unanimous. I ſhall not trouble 


you with a deſcription of other elections throughout this country, 
1 but ſubmit it to the obſervation of gentlemen to judge in general 
h what teſtimonies they bore of the national opinion. 
f The grand aggregate body were indeed liberal and comprehen- 
e five in their invitations; they looked to the eaft and the weſt, and 
the north and the ſouth at once, but unfortunately the whole 
n kingdom was not at that time ſafficiently informed, as they are 
d now, that the great men who conducted and enlightened that 
' aſſembly were really perſons whoſe condition in life gave them an 
e- authority, and whoſe education that degree of knowledge which 
to could entitle them to ſtand, and talk to the nation about a change 
at of its conſtitution. Their ſummons, therefore, was diſregarded— 
al thoſe who were bidden refuſed to come; one would not come 
ak becauſe he had a piece of ground, another would not come be- 
ti- cauſe he had five yoke of oxen, another would not come becauſe 
ere he had got a wife; (and excellent reaſons in my opinion for not 
ere coming!) I will not ſay that on theſe refuſals they ſent out into 
the the ſtreets and lanes of the city, into the high-ways and hedges 
the for gueſts, becauſe I know reſpeQable gueſts were gotten ; but 
ery this I muſt ſay, that their elections afterwards became ſo conciſe 
tes, and ſummary, that if the ſenſe of the nation had not been decid- 
ote edly againſt the meaſure, it is impoſſible the houſe ſhould not have 
been filled. ; 
ery Now, Sir, as to the interference of the people at large on every 
1eld political queſtion, I am willing to allow it every extent conſiſtent 
ther with our form of government. The people have a right to expect 
-ciſe from us every thing in our power to promote their real happineſs ; 
zh | they are entitled to our love while they behave well; they are 
heit 


entitled to the protection of the laws whilſt they obey them, and 
tee · they are entitled to liberty whilſt they will ſhare it with others. 

But the conſtitution and the laws, and the nature of things have 
drawn a line, and fixed a boundary to their interference in the 
{tate ; they are the object of all government, but not government 
tlel!; whenever they have been ſo, their dominion has been ty- 
any ranny, and the public condition unhappineſs. It is very true, 
they human nature is the ſame in all degrees of men, but education and 


i 
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intercourſe enlighten ſome minds above others, and men muſt be 
exalted on ſome little eminence above the level of the community 


to look far into remote objects; but when you obſerve men of | 
low rank and condition, the obſcure, the ignorant and the deſpe- 


rate, deſirous to ſtep into a ſphere to which they are inadequate, 
you may be ſure the ſtate is diſordered. If the man that clean 
your ſhoes were to aſpire at that chair which you fill with ſo much 
ability, you would laugh at the abſirdity if you were not con- 
trouled in your mirth by the reflection that it was a ſymptom 
of public diſorder.” 

i bus much as to the national opinion !—] ſhall now trouble 
you with a few words as to the meaſure itſelf, and the occaſion 
that calls for it. 

Before you ſubmit to theſe projets of alteration, before you 
venture to ſtake your whole capital of conſtitution on the hazard 
of this die, conſider over and over again, and deliberate maturely 
on the neceſſity that impels you to it ; for it would be madneſs to 
incur the dangers that muſt follow any conſtitutional change, the 
conſequences of which no man living can foreſee, unleſs it were 
to remove ſome real and preſſing grievance; now let me aſk the 
moſt enthuſiaſtic admirer of civil liberty, what grievance has 
he to complain of? Is it a grievance, that in the courſe of three 
years you have obtained the reſtitution of every right, and the 
confirmation of every charter which have exalted the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution above all others in the world? that the whole range of 

our wiſhes has been conſulted, and every wiſh complied with? 
Is it a grievance that your judicature is your own; your army 
* your own; your judges gs py your commerce free, and 

your parliament ſupreme? It may be a grievance to ſome that 
theſe benefits were accompliſhed, without blood-ſhed, and that 
the lottery of public commotion has not been opened to every deſ- 
e adyenturer ! If this be a grievance, it is the only one 
now of; and as to the conſtitutional balance of the ſtate, can 
any man complain that the popular part is ſuppreſſed in its func- 
tions, or that it is too weak for the hand of power? Look abroad 
through the community, and tell me do you ſee any abridged in 
the exerciſe of civil liberty, and do you not ſee ſeveral in the 
exerciſe of the moſt abominable licentiouſneſs? Deftroying the 
land-marks that aſcertain property, and the bounds that divide free 
government from anarchy ? State the courſe or current of power 


as you pleaſe! you can find no argument for this meaſure. If 


you attribute your late acquiſitions to the juſtice of the crown, 
or the integrity of your parliament, you find there no neceſſit) 
for reform. If, on the other hand (as ſome gentlemen are fonder 
to do) you attribute them to the high power of the people, you 
find there no argument for a weaſufe, the ſole object of which 
muſt be to encteaſe that power already predominant z and in the 
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exerciſe of which the people have not of late diſcovered much diſ- 


etion. 

. But the great evil which diſturbs the mind of every ſtrict poli- 
tician, and interrupts the labours of every ſpeculative artificer— 
that great evil which has acquired a name, which is echoed from 
one end of the country to the other, and is like every other ſound 
echoed, becauſe it is unſubſtantial - that conſummation of all 
evil is the ariſtocracy, the baneful ariſtocracy ! Why, Sir, that 
is a very fine word, it is derived from the Greek language, and 
therefore very prudently introduced, as being unintelligible to the 
unlearned multitude : But indeed I muſt ſay that the ſpirit of 
equality which diſtinguiſhes the preſent time, has communicated 
the miſconception of this word to all ranks of people who have 
ublicly made uſe of it; they do not mean by ariſtocracy (as 
ke or Monteſquieu would) the power veſted in the nobles— . 
No, Sir, they mean by it that particular influence which ſome 
individuals have acquired in the election of members to ſerve in 

parliament, * 
Now let me aſk any man of ſenſe, or any man of knowledge, 
whether he thinks, fince the creation of the world, there ever 
was, or ever could have been, a free ſtate, in which the exerciſe _ 
or application of liberty could be ſo guarded, as that individuals 
muſt not either from property, from talents, from reſidence, from 
the capacity to ſerve, or the capacity to deceive, have acquired 
a degree of influence in elections, beyond the meaſure of equality 
or the letter of the conſtitution z and in many caſes beyond the 
reach of competition? It ever has been, and it ever muſt be the 
caſe; and no plan of parliamentary reform that has ever yet been 
imagined, has had the ſmalleſt tendency to prevent it. I will 
indeed do them the juſtice to ſay, they all affect to transfer it, to 
wreſt this influence from the preſent poſſeſſors; but if that were 
accompliſhed, every body knows that after the morals of the peo- 
ple ſhall have been reformed, and the public peace and induſtry 
improved by a few years of election, controverſy, and riot and 
corruption, this ſame influence muſt repoſe again in ſome hands or 
other; and it cannot be imagined that ſome men do not at this 
day indulge their hopes as to their favoured ſpot to which this in- 
fluence may ſhift its reſidence. The reformiſts do not appear 
deſirous, and they certainly do not endeavour to take meaſures for 
its extinction, becauſe they muſt know, what every body knows, 
that as long as men have the faculties of freedom, they will uſe it 
according to their fancy, or abule it according to their profligacy, 
ot commute it according to their intereſt, until you can make the 

maſs of mankind vajngrblly wiſe and univerſally pure. 

But I am not afraid to ſay, there is a degree of influence ope- 
rating univerſally, ariſing — property, and other ſources too, 
which our conſtitution would not bluſh to recognize; and the 
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power of the ariſtocracy (as it.is called) if it be rooted in your 
ſoil ; if it grows out of your land, will, like a great tree, give 
ſtrength and ſtability and ſhelter to the earth that ſuſtains it; and 
hiſtory will teach you that this influence, of which you complain, 
has often proved the great interpoſition between the crown and the 
people, and has been highly inſtrumental in preſerving to this day 
the beſt conſtitution in the world, which your inconſiſtency ſeems 
diſſatished with, and which your raſhneſs would commit to the 
hazard of experiment. 
It has been ſaid the enemies of reform muſt admit, that the re- 
ſentation is imperfect, and that it is unreaſonable a ſmall town 
ſhould ſend as many repreſentatives as a large diſtrict. I anſwer, 
if by imperfect you mean unequal, it ever has been and ever muſ 
be ſo. Perſonal equality of repreſentation (which is the only 
equality of repreſentation I can conceive) would be a pure demo- 
cracy, which, thank God! is not our conſtitution z and in a coun- 
try hike our's, where the great majority of the people do not pro- 
feſs the religion of the ſtate, it would be a democracy ſubverſive 
of the laws and religion eftabliſhed, The partial repreſentation 
you complain of is not only involved in the principles of our con- 
Ritution, but (what ſome may think ſtronger) ſtands recognized 
m all your plan of parliamentary reform. For if you have any 
ſettled principle, and equality be your principle,, how can you 
Juſtify your conceſſion that a borough of 40 inhabitants ſhall tend 
to parliament as many members as a county containing 5000 free- 
holders? You cannot object to inequality as an evil, and pro- 
duce a remedy ſubject to the fame objection. And as to the pre- 
ſent decayed condition of ſome places now entitled to repreſen- 
tation I ſhall only ſay, if you were to change the conſtruction of 
parliament with every change of condition in every place endowed 
with the privilege of election, there would be an end to the 
ſtrength and ſtability of your conſtitution. And if your anceſtors 
had indulged their ſpeculations in ſuch experiments, the illuſtrious 
fabric of the Britiſh conſtitution would have been centuries ago 
| levelled to the ground, and you would not at this day be debating 
in a free parliament, under the protection of a form of government, 
which, with all its inequalities, is the admiration of the world; 
and which, with all its imperfections, is a thouſand times more 
rfe& than any plan offered for its reform a conſtitution whoſe 
inequality of repreſentation fatished the wiſdom of your anceſtors, 
and rewarded the magnanimity of thoſe patriots who accompliſhed 
the glorious revolution. 
But it raiſes the indignation of gentlemen to hear that ſeats in 
rliament have been bought and fold ! I ſay whenever that has 
Ba it has been an abuſe of the elective franchiſe, and 4 
violation of the law z and if it has ever come to the honourable 
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member's knowledge that ſuch practice has taken place, he ought 
to lay his hand on that particular borough, But if you would 
extinguiſh a *r franchiſe becauſe in a particular inſtance it 
has been abuſed, I beg to know where you would ſtop ; for if you 
admit this principle, it would lead you on to extinguiſh the n 
holder's right to vote in counties, the citizen's right to vote in 
cities, and by degrees to aboliſh every privilege that diſtinguiſhes 
1 freeman, becauſe every ſuch privilege may be abuſed. 
In judging of our great conſtitution we deceive ourſelves by 


entering into narrow details or abſtract principles. The Briti 


conſtitution is a great object to be ſeen through its general effects, 
and felt by the benefits it confers. It is like thoſe great lumina- 
ries which are ſo fat removed from common inſpection, that they 
are not to be viewed with a microſcopic eye. They diminiſh in 
their ſine, and recede from you when you attempt to examine 
them through artificial mediums, 
And now, Sir, a few words as to the outline of the honourable 
member's bill, as he has been pleaſed to lay it before you. By 


his deſcription it certainly muſt bear a ſtrong family likeneſs to 


that which we diſpoſed of in the laſt ſeſſion. Indeed I believe I 
might go farther, and ſay it is the very fame, with the addition 
of one year's growth, Its ſize may be larger, and its dreſs ſome- 
what different; but its features, its character, its complexion 
and diſpoſition nearly the ſame. And I freely confeſs I wonder 
not to find it more improved, conſidering it has had the advantage 
of the ableſt private tuition that this country could afford, but 
alſo the aſſiſtance of ſeveral public academies, ſeveral learned 
ſeminaries, which have been lately inſtituted in this country for 
the ſole purpoſe of its education, 


[He proceeded to make ſeveral objections to the plan itſelf, as 
tending to render the repreſentation more unequal—to contract the 
baſis of legiſlation—to diminiſh the number both of conſtituents 
and reprefentatives—not to ſettle but diſturb the conſtitution 3 
and that whether offered in the whole or by detail, it ſhould meet 
with his oppoſition, ] | 


Sir BoyLe RocuE.— I tremble at the thoughts of giving of- 
fence by what I ſhall ſay on this ſubject to any man, or order of 
men, but the ſubject is of ſo public a nature that I think myſelf 
called upon to ſpeak to it with the utmoſt freedom, As far as I con- 
ſider this motion under the name and title of Parliamentary Reform, 
it is an infamous incendiary, calculated to diſturb the peace of 
the kingdom; and now that the epidemical ſcarlet fever being in 
ſome degree abated, and the people come to their ſenſes, the 
have had time to look at the ſubject; they have ſeen its es 
tendency, and it is at preſent falling from the minds of the peo- 
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* PH catch at it, in its fall, and give it the beſt explanation 
can. | 


I never had but one way of thinking upon this ſubject; I de- 
clare in the face of the world, that the idea of a parliamentary 
reform intirely originated in an intention of diſturbing the peace of 
this country, and ſubverting the antient laws and conſtitution of 
this kingdom; as an evidence of that fact, I call upon the reform- 
ers to anſwer, whether fince the commencement of this infamous 
bufineſs, they ever purſued any but illegal and unconſtitutional 
means for the attainment of itz if it was a good cauſe, and that 
the managers of it meant well, is it not natural to ſuppoſe that 
they would purſue it by legal and conſtitutional means ? But no, 
Sir, that was not, in fact, what the reformers wanted, but to 
diſſeminate under that ſpecious pretext confuſion and diſtraction 
through this land : if the reformers meant well they would ſet up 
a land-mark, and ſay, we mean to go thus far and no farther; 
and they would ſuggeſt ſome reaſonable plan to parliament, to 
amend ſuch errors as crept in upon the antient conſtitution by 
time ; but that was too moderate a plan to purſue z like all re- 
formers they were determined to tear away the coat with the 
fringe, and ſo overſet the old conſtitution before they had any 
plan (that any man could poſlibly agree in) to ſubſtitute in its 
room. Having proceeded in this ruinous ſyſtem until they brought 
this ill-fated country to the brink of ruin, I muſt now congra- 
2 this country for the eſcape it has had from its pretended 

nds. | 

In the year ſeventy-nine, a great commoner, a great public 
character, cs wh alas, 1s no . but who will 4 3 in 
the hearts of the people of this country, for the great ſervices he 
rendered this kingdom; when he moved a free trade through the 
King's addreſs, all within and all without ſeemed as if electrified 
at the unexpected thought. While the addreſs was upon its paſ- 
ſage, various were the opinions upon the ſubject; ſome ſound 
politicians were of the opinion, that Great Britain, ſtaggering un- 
der a debt of two hundred and ſeventy millions, and at that time 
at war with her colonies, and alſo with all the maritime powers 
of Europe, combined for the purpoſe of deſtroying her trade, and 
reducing her power; I ſay, that under thoſe extraordinary cit- 
cumſtances it might, with much juſtice, be thought that if Great 
Britain granted to Ireland a proportion of trade by which alone 
ſhe was enabled to pay the intereſt of her accumulated debt, and 
' diſcharge the vaſt expences of her eſtabliſkments, that ſhe would 
expect that this country thould pay a ſtipulated ſum, in propor- 

tion to her abilities, towards the general expence of the empire 
at large. Certainly nothing could ſeem more reaſonable or juſt 
than tuch an idea; but the people of England were more noble 
and genere us; they truſted to the honour and generoſity of thu 
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tountry, not doubting but that in due time the generous charac- 
ter of this nation would prove to the world, that they would with 
pleaſure contribute a proportion of their growing wealth towards 
the expence of the Britiſh empire at large; I ſay, that when the 
requiſitions of our trade returned to this Houſe, parliament ſealed 
them with their univerſal approbation, and an unanimous addreſs 
of thanks to his Majeſty with every poſſible ſolemnity was voted. 
A right honourable member of this Houſe, rendered conſpi- 
cuous by his great abilities and patriotic virtues, in that ſame 
ſeſſions introduced reſolutions in parliament, declaratory of the 
rights of Ireland; and will ſay from my place, that this Houſe 
and country are indebted to the virtue and abilities of that right 
honourable gentleman, for their emancipation. But, however, 
Sir, his laudable endeavours were not fully carried into eſſect be- 
fore the adminiſtration of his Grace the Duke of Portland, That 


great and amiable nobleman, upon his arrival here, had a meſſage 
| delivered to this Houſe, broad and extenſive as his own heart, the 
p purport of which was, (if I have not miſtaken it) that his 
e Majeſty having heard that his people of Ireland werediſcontented, 
| his grace came here by the expreſs commands of his Majeſty, to 
8 enquite into the cauſes of the people's complaints; he therefore 
it called upon parliament to ſtate the grievances of the nation, and 
I toapply ſuch remedy as in their wiſdom ſhould ſeem meet, and 
d that he would ſtamp it with his warmeſt recommendation; a da 

b therefore, was appointed for the ſtatement of the rights of Ireland, 
ic and the right honourable member was called upon by parliament 
in and the people, to ſtate the rights of the people; and he did ſo with 
he his uſual abilities. When the requiſitions were ſtated in parlia- 
he ment, they ſeemed to give univerſal ſatisfaction to all within and 
ed all without ; no ſooner, however, were they agreed to by the 
af people of England, than an outcry was raiſed againſt them here z _ 
nd and then renunciation, and not the repeal of the 6th of George I. 
m- was the cry of the reformers. I am free to own that I always 4 
me thought a repeal more paramount ſecurity for the people of Ire- 
ers land than renunciation, for theſe reaſons, the honour and public 
and faith of England was fully comprehended and engaged in the 
cir- former, and in the latter ſhe was totally diſengaged from both; 
reat and as public faith and honour are the only bonds that can keep 
lone communities together, the reformers forced upon the people of 
and Ireland a bad ſecurity in the ſtead of a good one; on the arrival 
puld of the preſent Marquis of Buckingham in this kingdom, that 
pore great friend to this country found us in greater confuſion, if poſ- 
pure ble, than on the arrival of the Duke of Portland ; and nothing 
juſt was heard from the cannon of the reformers but renunciation and 
= no repeal ! The noble Marquis, in order to give univerſal ſatis- 


faction to the people of this kingdom, made uſe of his influence, 
M2 
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and obtained from the parliament of England the ſeemingly wiſhed 


for renunciation ; the inftant it was obtained, the idea of parlia- 
mentary reform was eſtabliſhed ; and I will ſay from my place, 
that fraud and violence, with which it had been carried on again 
the laws and conſtitution of this country, makes it clear to me, 
that from the beginning the intention of the reformers was to diſ- 
turb ras peace of the kingdom, under the pretence of eſtabliſhing 
its rights. 

When I was an officer at Boſton, in the courſe of the laſt war, 
the ſele& men being hourly expecting the French army to come 
down upon them ; at that time they looked pale at the name of a 
Frenchman, and a papiſt was conſidered by them with as much 
horror as the evil ſpirit with the cloven foot; but thoſe ſanRihed 
zealots ſoon changed their manners, and they changed their plain 

and fimple mode of worſhip for papal ſuperſtition. When the 
French army came there to aſſiſt them in throwing off the free 
overnment of England, they were ſeen to go upon their knees, 
in the dirty ſtreets, while the hoſt and crucitx went by, and aft 
terwards they attended at high maſs; the congrels uſed frequently 
to go to maſs ; what may not be expected from an order of men who 
can bend their religious, principles ſo flippantly to their political 
views? Iam ſorry to ſee how literally faction in this country fol- 
lows the examples of the rebellious Americans. Congreſs origi- 
nated in America; we have adopted it here; the barbarous cuſ- 
tom of _ and feathering originated among the ſelect men at 
Bofton 3 the ſelect men in Dublin adopted it; they went to maſs 
with the Catholicks here, built chapels for them, and all this ſud- 
den effuſion of kindneſs grew up in a night, like a muſhroom, in 
the rank hot-bed of rebellion. 

The ſcene of tumult and riot that exhibited itſelf in the capital, 
certain prints teeming with recommendations of murder and aſ- 
ſaſſination, direQed againſt the beſt characters in the nation, and 
every confuſion that took place in every part of the kingdom, ori- 
ginated in the idea of a parliamentary reform. I therefore will, 
upon this ground, oppoſe the introduction of any bill upon the 
ſabjeQ. 

Sir He NR Y HARTS TON ſaid he knew of no method ſo likely 
to promote population, as allowing every reſident voter fix wives 
if that meaſure was propoſed it ſhould have his ſupport, and he 
would himſelf become a reſident voter. 


Major DoyLe ſaid he did not think it exactly in order to move 
for a committee, to inſtru another committee upon the bill that 
was yet in embrio ; the honourable gentleman had formed many 
other clauſes for the | bill, and he ſaw nothing to prevent his 
inſerting the clauſe in queſtion if he thought it a gaod one. He 
deſired he might not be underſtood as ſcouting the bill, for he was 


— 


— 
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ready to enter upon it whenever it came forward; and he pledged 
himſelf then to ſhew that the ſcheme was not only ineligible, but 
utterly unpopular in Ireland; if therefore the honourable gentle 
man really meant to have it diſcuſſed, he would be ready to 
meet it. 


The Right Honourable HEN Y GIAAT TAN. —I have long 
been convinced thãt a reform in the Commons Houſe of Parlia« 
ment would be highly beneficial to this nation. No man is farther 
than I am from wiſhing to diſturb the public tranquillity, but in 
my mind no ſubject requires inveſtigation more than that of a 

rliamentary reform. Indeed to take my opinion of the 

riſh Parliament, from the hiſtory of its laſt five years, I ſhould 
not think a reform neceſſary ; for hoe ver conſults that, muſt al- 
low that either the people have ſufficient power, or the parlia- 
ment has ſufficient virtue. But if I was to enquire into the ſtate 
of our boroughs, and calculate arithmetically the proportion of 
their voters, I could eaſily ſhew that if a reform in Ireland is 
not abſolutely neceſſary, it would be at leaſt extremely con- 
venient. x2 | 

As to the clauſe propoſed by the honorable member, it being a 
ſpecial clauſe, and concluſive with the committee, I muſt oppoſe 
it. It alſo appears to me as if it would operate to the diminu- 
tion of the number of repreſentatives. The proportion of voters 
it contains may be proper in ſome places, and not in others: but 
my chief reaſon is, that as there never was a ſubje& on which 
the minds of a committee ſhould be left more at liberty, this Houſe 
ought not to aſſume to itſelf the province of the committee, or 
direct them ſpecifically how they are to proceed on points that 
; ſhould be left to — . 


Mr. Fr 00D faid that the reſolution was drawn by perſons per- 
fealy converſant with the ſituation of the country ;; but ſending 
it to a committee for diſcuſſion did not bind the committee: How- 
ever, to make it more acceptable, he would refer to the commit- 
tee to take into conſideration the ſtate of decayed boroughs in ge- 
neral ; or, if gentlemen would ſay that they would fairly receive 
and diſcuſs the reform bill when it was brought forward, he would, 
for the preſent, withdraw his motion altogether, 


Mr. GzaTTAN declared he had no objection to any general re- 
ſolution, but he would not conſent to have the committee tied up 
to any ſpecific plan. 


The Right Honourable Dennis DaiLy.,—The honourable 
gentleman ſeems to apprehend that the Houſe will not allow his 
bill to go to a committee certainly, if the Houſe does not 
perceive ſomething very improper in the ſpirit and general tenden- 
cy of it, they will not refuſe to entertain it, See, then, what 
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the honourable gentleman ſuppoſes : he, knowing the ſpirit and 

tenor of his bill, ſuppoſes it will not be received ; the natural 

- 0x5 from which is, that he knows it to have an evil ten- 
CY. | 5 


Mr. F.oqQp ſaid he had no ſuſpicion of the principle of his 


bill, but he had been told that it was intended that a ſhort queſ- 
tion ſhould be put upon it. - 


The Right Honourable the ArToxrney General faid 
© he had never heard of one committee being appointed to inſtruct 
another committee ; the Houſe might as well appoint a third com- 
mittee to inſtru the ſecond, which was to inſtruct the firſt. The 
bill, according to the honourable genileman's declaration, had 
been already too long delayed ; it therefore behoved him, as he 
had full leiſure to prepare it, that he ſhould give the Houſe ſatis- 
faction on the ſubject, otherwiſe he would move that the order for 
that bill ſhould be diſcharged. \ 


Sir HENRY Cavendi1sn ſaid it was not at all unuſual, or out 
of order, towards the cloſe of the ſeſſion, to name a certain day 
beyond which any particular matter might not be brought on. 


Mr. FL oon ſaid if any member choſe to move for the diſcharge 
of the order, he might 3 but he would be ready to oppoſe ſuch 
an infamous motion. : 


The Right Hon. the ArToxney General obſerved that 
the honourable gentleman had choſen a very coarſe expreſſion ; 
however, as he paid little regard to it, he would proceed in his 
intention, and move, That the committee be ordered to bring 
in the bill on Friday, the 5th of May, otherwiſe that the order be 
diſcharged.” oy” | 


Mr. Micyaer SMitH.—l cannot avoid expreſſing my aſto- 
niſbment at the ground of the complaint againſt the delay of bring- 
ing in this bill. They ſay it ſhould be brought in ſooner, becauſe 
It is a bill of the utmoſt importance. Surely the importance of a 
buſineſs offers the beſt reaſons for weighing maturel y, and pro- 
ceeding with the greateſt caution and wiſeſt deliberation. This 
was not the conduct of gentlemen on this ſide of the Houſe, in the 
buſineſs of the propoſitions ; we tequeſted for time to confider 
them, and it was refuſed: They were hurried through the 
Houſe: But that was the meaſure of other gentlemen, and it is 
ſomewhat extraordinary that they would hurry us, and urge the 
committee appointed to bring in this bill, io produce it before 
they had well conſidered it; but the gentlemen may reit aſſured 
that they will bring it in in a reaſonable time. ; 


The Right Hon. the Ar ToRX EX GENVIIAAI.—I defire that 


the order of the 2d of March may be read, 
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he clerk then read the reſolution in theſe words: 


„ Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for the more 

al repreſentation of the people in parliament, and that Mr. 

Flood, Right Honourable Mr. Brownlow, Sir Edward Newenham, 

Mr. Curran, Mr. Michael Smith, Mr. Dunn, and Mr. Forbes, 
do prepare and bring in the ſame.“ 


The Right Hon. the Ar TORNFEY GENIINATI.— Gentlemen 
now ſee that there has been fully ſufficient time to bring in this 
bill. Leave was given on the 2d day of March, and here is the 
28th of April. I ſhall therefore move, That the committee 
appointed to prepare this bill be ordered to introduce it on or 
before to-morrow ſe*nnight.”” 


Sir EDwWARD NeweENnKAM ſaid candour obliged him to keep 
pace with the right honourable member; and therefore to prove 
the candid conduct of each, he moved, as an amendment, That 
the committee appointed to bring in the revenue bill do introduce 
it at the ſame time.“ 


The Right Hon. the ArToxney General;—The ho- 
nourable gentleman may ſpare his amendment, for the bill will be 
brought in long before. 


Mr. Cuxxan.—l am really ſurpriſed at this hurrying motion; 
which is the more extraordinary as the honourable gentleman on 
the floor [Sir Hercules Langriſhe] who went ſo far out of his way, 
and wandered ſo far from the queſtion before us, did ſo to ſhew 
that the reform was not underſtood, If he did not underſtand it, 
how can he wiſh not to allow us time to underſtand it. It is ra- 
ther ſevere that gentlemen who ſee ſo very clearly into the dulneſs 
of others, will not afford us time that we might ſee clearly alſo, 

But it has been ſaid that we wiſh to delay this bill till it is ſo 
late in the ſeſſions that it may be introduced in a thin Houſe ; 
but, Sir, the gentletnen who are to prepare this bill, are not 
mean enough to wiſh it to be brought before a thin Houſe, No, 
Sir, as it would give us pleaſure to bring it in a full Houſe, ſo it 
would give us equal 2 if it muſt be loſt, to ſee it turned out 
by a full Houſe. 

But though the leave was given on the ſecond of March, yet 
we had not opportunity to prepare this bill before, as ſome of the 
committee were otherwiſe engaged in the country, in circuit bu- 
lineſs, at trials at bar, and at the Houſe of Lords, ſo there has 
been no avoidable delay. 


Mr. Mas ox ſaid he would make but one remark, which was, 
that on a ſubject inſinuating a defect in our conſtitution, nothing 
ſbould be moved, or even mentioned, until a digeſted plan was 
ready to be brought forward to remedy that detect. 
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Mr. FLoop.—1t is not thegentlemen on this fide of the Houſe 
who endeavoured to ſteal a march, Whenever we have a motion 
of importance, we conſtantly move for a call of the Houſe z and 
it cannot be ſeriouſly imagined that we could ſteal a bill through 
this Houſe, and the Houle of Lords, without being perceived. 


Mr. O'Hax a obſerved that the militia bill had been as long 
ordered, and had not yet appeared. 


The Right Honourable the ATToxNey Gene nal withdrew 
his motion. 


Faipay, ArPr1L 2, 1785. 


On the report of the county of Dublin road bill, (in which 
many amendments were agreed to, that had been made by 
the committee) Mr. Gardiner moved to re- inſert the clauſe (which 
had on a diviſion been ſtruck out by the committee) for creating 
an office of inſpector of the accounts of the treaſurer, alledging 
that duty to be too heavy on the grand jury, who had ſo much 
other buſineſs ; and that ſuch an officer was neceſſary for ſecuring 
the county againſt any danger from the treaſurer's drafts on the 


| Sir KDWaADb Newexua ſupported Mr. Gurdiner's motion, 
and ſaid he was requeſted by the grand jury to do ſo. 


- Sir Francrts HuTCH1NSON inſiſted that though the deſcrip- 
tion of this inſpector's duty took up two or three pages of the 
bill,” yet it might be compriſed in a few lines, and conſiſted of 
bufineſs which it was not difficult for the treaſurer "and a com- 
mittee of a grand jury to execute, and eſpecially a county of 
Dublin grand jury, which fits during the entire Eaſter and Mi- 
chaelmas terms z that the hazard from the treaſurer's drafts on the 
bank was imaginary, as the foreman can counterſign all the drafts 
with very ſmall trouble; that as the office of treaſurer (raiſed 
by this bill from one to 200]. a year) would be equal in income, 
though far inferior in trouble, to that of many of the collectors of 
the revenue, ſo it was very likely that in another ſeſſion, the 
falary of this new office of inſpector would be raiſed, and that 
both the places would be ſuch as a member of parliament might 
ſolicit for. He warned the members for other counties not to 
concur in a precedent which would be thus made for creating 
infpeQors for their counties, | 


Mr. Gardiner's motion was carried without a diviſion. 


Sir FxeDERICK® FLooD moved that the petitions from the 
nd juries and inhabitants of the counties of Wexford and 
Wicklow, relative to the Kevin- ſtreet crane, be referred to 4 


committee. Ordered accordingly, 
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The Right Honourable WIILLIAM Bux rox Conyncuan 
moved, I hat the proper officer do lay before this Houſe an ac- 
count of the quantities and ſpecies of hſh exported out of and im- 

rted into the kingdom of Ireland for five years, from 1761 to 
1765, both incluſive, diſtinguiſhing each year; and from 1980 
1784, both incluſive ; with the average of each five years. —Or- 
dered accordingly, 


The Houſe then ſat in the committee on the bill to prevent 
fraudulent buying and ſelling of gold coin. 


— — —  — 


SATURDAY, APRIL 3O, 1785, 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the Cork bank 
bill, the Right Honourable Luke Gardiner in the chair, 


Sir Francis HuTcurnsoN, previous to the reading of the 
bill, obſerved to the committee that there was a clauſe in it 
that impowered the truſtees to apply all ſums they may receive 
under this act, in diſcharge of all the debts of thoſe bankers, in 
ſuch order and courſe as thoſe truſtees ſhall judge moſt for the 
benefit of the creditors, He obſerved that this clauſe was unjuſt, 
and in direct oppoſition to the bankruptcy laws, both of England 
and Ireland, which direct that the creditors ſhall be paid rateably 
in proportion to their reſpective debts, 


The ATToxNey GENERAL ſaid the bill gave a remedy to 
any creditor who ſhould think himſelf aggrieved, by an applica- 
tion to the court of Chancery, which might give him redreſs in 
a ſummary way. 


Sir Fxancis HUTCHINSON replied that it was unreaſonable 
toexpoſe the creditor to the expence and trouble of ſuch an 
application, 


Mr. Mo.ynzvux ſaid the bill was an ill precedent, and an 
improper interference of parliament in a caſe which the laws for 
bankers and bankrupts had ſufficiently provided regulations: He 
then moved that the chairman quit the chair. ; 


The ATToxney Generat ſaid the bill was highly advan- 
tageous to the creditors of the Cork bank, and that though the bill 
had been ſo long pending, not one of the creditors had petitioned 
againſt it, 5 | 


Mr. CyuatTTERToON declared that at a meeting of the creditors 
in Cork, in which he was called to the chair, the molt perfect 
ſatisfaction was expreſſed at the bill, eg, 


Mr. Molyneux withdrew his motion. : 
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Monpav, Max 2, 1785, 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the bill for the 
encouragement of the fiſheries on the coaſts of this kingdom, Sir 
Hugh Hill in the chair. | 


Mr. Goprzxey Gare declared that the proviſions in this bill 
were ſo partial, that in their operation they muſt eventually def. 
troy the fiſheries of mackerell on the ſouthern coaſts of Ireland, 
while they encouraged to the higheſt degree the herring fiſhery on 
the coaſt of Donegal: he then obſerved, that the mackerell fiſh- 
ery on the ſouthern coaft had formerly been conſiderable, and 
the exportation to a great amount had been made, which the 
Houſe ſhould endeavcur to revive inſtead of annihilate: He then 
called upon the right honourable gentleman who ſo worthily re- 
preſented the city of Cork to attend, as well as other gentlemen 
whoſe conſtituents were ſituated on the ſouthern coaſts, to a mat- 
ter of ſuch importance ; and concluded with moving, That 
progreſs be reported, and leave aſked to fit again.” 


The SECRETARY OP STATE ſaid he looked upon himſelf a 
called upon by the honourable gentleman, to coincide with him 
in poſtponing this bill, as from an indiſpoſition he had not had 
an opportunity to read the bill. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole Houfe 
on the bill for regiſtering deeds and wills, Lord Delvin in the 
Chair. 


Mr. Bo vp ſtated a great number of advantages, which he ſaid 
muſt neceſſarily reſult to the public from having an office to which 
perſons deſirous of purchaſing, or lending money upon lands, 
might have recourſe, and where at one view they might ſee what 
incumbrance, whether by deed or will, affected any eſtate in the 
kingdom. He quoted ſeveral inconveniencies that had happened 
for want of ſuch an office, and proceeded to move a clauſe to 
compel the regiſtering of wills, 


Mr. CHaxres O'Nerr objected to the clauſe, and ſtated a 
number cf difficulties which he ſaid lay in the way of ſuch a law, 
and Which he thought could not poſſibly be ſurmounted, 


The ATTorNey GENERAL ſaid that there was not a fingle 
objection which could not be removed with the greateſt facility, 
and that he thought the bill would be a very great benefit to the 
public. 

Mr. Foxnes ſaid he was ſorry to confeſs that the argument 
offered by the laſt right honourable ſpeaker had failed to carry 
their uſual power of conviQion to his mind ; on the contrary, from 
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what had fallen from the honourable and learned gentleman, [Mr. 
O'Neill] and from his own obſervation on the ſubjeQ, he foreſaw 
many difficulties in the way of the bill. He acknowledged that 
it was with the utmoſt reluQance he oppoſed any thing which 
could produce an advantage to the right honourable gentleman at 
the head of the Regiſter- office; he knew the exalted worth and 
integrity of that right honourable gentleman, and he knew alſo 
that ſo univerſal was the love and reſpect which theſe qualities 
excited, that every man in the Houſe would vie feach with the 
other, who ſhould be foremoſt in marking public virtue with pub- 
lic approbation z but he was well convinced that the Right Ho- 
— the Regiſter, would himſelf be the laſt perſon in the 
ſtate to accept of an emolument injurious to the public, and there- 
fore he would not fear being deemed deficient in point of perſonal 
regard in propoſing, that ſo much of the bill as went to compel 
the regiſtering of wills, and ſo much as tended to encreaſe the 
fees of the Regiſter thould be ſtruck out. It had, he ſaid, indeed 
appearedthat the office wanted much . and that the income 
was not ſufficient to admit of the neceſſary improvements; to obvi- 
ate this, if gentlemen would conſent to what he had to propoſe, he 
would move an addreſs to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, that he 
would lay before his Majeſty the humble deſire of the Houſe, that he 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to make ſuch proviſion as in his wiſ- 
dom ſhould ſeem meet, to enable the Right Honourable George 
Ogle, regiſter of wills and deeds, to carry into effect the neceſſary 
regulations of his office. His idea, he ſaid, went to an increaſe of 
perhaps 800l. a year in the regiſtet's ſalary, and to confine this to 
the ow poſſeſſor, on whole integrity and honour every man 
could depend. 


The Ar TroRN TY General. ſaid though he was till of opi- 
njon that the regiſtering of wills would be advantageous to the 
public, yet he would not endeavour to force his opinion on the 


committee, which in general ſeemed to think in a different man- 
ner, 


A motion was then made that the chairman ſhould report pro- 
greſs and defire to fit again; which being carried in the affirma- 
tive, and the Houſe having reſumed, Mr. Forbes made his motion, 
and it paſſed without a iincing voice, 


A committee was then appointed to fit to-morrow, in order to 
draw up the addreſs to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant. 


| The order for taking into conſideration the petition of Waddell 
Cunningham, Eſq; complaining of an undue election and return 
for the county of the town ot Carrickfergus, on Saturday the 
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7th day of May inſtarit, being upon motion read, it was ordered 
that leave be given to withdraw ſaid petition, 


2 2— 2 — 


Tours pax, May 3, 1785. 


Mr. O'Hara moved to inſert a clauſe in the bill for regiſtering 
freeholders, to include freeholders of manors, who have a right 
to vote at elections. 


Mr. Cox xx ſaid that the regiſter books of freeholders were in 
the cuſtody of the church wardens, who, on ſome occaſions, with- 
held them, and moved for a clauſe in the bill to oblige church- 
wardens to hand ſuch regiſter books over to their ſucceſſors, 


The Houſe went into a committee on the bill for the encou- 
ragement of the fiſheries on the north-weſt coaſt of Ireland, Sir 
Hugh Hill in the chair. - 


Mr, Kearney moved to expunge the greateſt part of the firſt 
Clauſe, in order, as he avowed, to get rid of the whole, The 
Committee divided on that motion, 

Ayes — — 13 

Noes — —— 
Teller for the Ayes, Mr. Kearney. 
Teller for the Noes, Mr. Hayes. 


The Houſe then went into a committee, Sir Henry Hartſtonge 

in the chair, on the addreſs moved by Mr. Forbes for granting an 

* ſalary to Mr. Ogle, Regiſter of deeds, and agreed to 
e ſame. 


The Houſe being reſumed, Sir Henry Harſtonge reported, and 


the addreſs was unanimouſly voted. 


Mr. Ox pr acquainted the Houſe, from the Lord Lieutenant, 
that his Grace gave for anſwer to the addreſs of the Houſe, reſ- 
— Kilmainham out penſioners, that he would immediate - 

y tranſmit it to his Majeſty. | 


Mr. Ho. wes gave notice, that at three o*clock to-morrow, he 
ſhould report from the committee appointed to enquire into the 
ſtate of the gaols, and would lay before the Houſe ſuch a ſcene 
of villainy, tyranny, and oppreſſion, praQtiſed in the ſpunging- 
houſes in Dublin, as called br immediate redreſs. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for preventing 
doubts concerning the parliament, privy council, and all offices 


civil and military, on the demiſe of the crown, and for confirm» 
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ing letters patent in certain caſes, and that the Right Honourable 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Right Honourable the 
Attorney General do prepate and bring in the ſame. 


— —  — — — —— 


WepxesDaAY, Max 4, 1785. 


The Houſe in a committee on the bill for the better regulating 
the regiſtry of freeholds, Sir Hugh Hill in the chair. 


Sir FxeDerICx FLooD faid that the object of the bill was, 
that none but free and independent perſons ſhould vote at elections 
for members to ſerve in parliament z that it was well known a great 
number of perfons who were beggars, and received alms from 
corporations and other charitable inſtitutions voted at elections, 
though ſuch beggars ought not to be permitted to do ſo, as they 
were always under influence, and he was ſure every gentleman 
would rather be elected by the voice of the free and independent, 
than by ſuch electors, who were not competent to elect freemen. 


Mr. Garri R ſaid, though beggars they were freemen, and 
obſerved on the old adage, that beggars ought not to be chooſers. 


Sir. FaxzDercx FLooD moved a clauſe to exclude perſons 
from voting at elections for members, who received alms or boun- 
ty from charity, &c. | 


Sir Hun HII IL ſaid he was of opinion the clauſe was now 
inadmiſſible in the committee, as contrary to the uſual patliamen- 
tary mode, and particularly by the preamble and title of the bill, 


Mr. O'Hara ſaid he agreed with the chairman, as to the point 
of order ; the bill, he ſaid, only related to the regiſtering of free- 
holds, nor did it interfere with any other of the election laws, and 


—_— he thought it improper to introduce any new matter- in 
e bil | 


Sir FxeDERICK FLOOD ſaid as to the point of order, to the 
admiſſibility of the clauſe, as the bill went to the point of election, 


and the clauſe was to the ſame purpoſe, it was therefore proper to. 
beintroduced. 


Mr. Keazney appealed to the humanity of the Houſe, whe- 
ther it would not be hard to deprive a man of his franchiſe, be- 
cauſe he was reduced by misfortunes to receive the bounty of a 
Corporation. 


Mr. HA TU v ſaid he thought it would be much better for 
them, as it would extricate them from a diſagreeable ſituation, 
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being often obliged to vote againſt their conſcience or loſe their 
ſubſiſtence. | 


Sir NI cOLAS Lawress faid he was againft the motion, as 
It might be introduced in another ſtage of the bill, when it might 
be more properly debated. 


Sir FREDERICK FLooD ſaid he would agree to withdraw the 
motion, but that he would move it on the third reading; and alſo 


move to change the title of the bill by adding the words, and 
for other purpoſes.” 


The Houſe in a committee, Mr. Buſhe, in the chair, on the 
bill for preventing the fraudulent buying and ſelling of gold coin, 


On the reading of the clauſe whereby the buyer is to cut out 
one quarter of the guinea or half-guinea purchaſed, 


Mr. Gzx1ry1TH deſired to know how the loſs of the coin was 
to be ſupplied. | 


Sir Joun BLaqQuiexe ſaid he wiſhed he could anſwer him as 
to that, but the object of the bill was to prevent the fraudulent 
paſling of light gold on the poor and ignorant. 


Mr. RowLey ſaid he thought it would be better to prevent the 
decreaſe of caſh, by allowing two-pence per grain on gold def · 
cient in weight, as formerly. 


Sir Joux BLaquieke ſaid he thought the doing ſo would be 
an incroachment on the prerogative of the crown; and he was 
not the man that would do that. It was pernicious to alteror 
lower the ſtandard coin of a country, nor was it practiſed in any 
country, but in caſes of the utmoſt neceſlity z it was not practiſed 
in England, and if ſuch allowance was made, it would be an 
encouragement to fraud, | 


Mr. GairrIirEH.— What will become of the light gold; it will 
then be carried to England, for we are not rich enough here to put 
it into plate. 


Sir Foun BLaquiekxe.—The bill is to prevent the frauds ; 
the guineas if they want ever ſo little, are bought in at a ſhilling, 
and the buyer has a greater profit, for he turns them out again as 
heavy gold, by which the public are defrauded. 


Mr. Ho.Mes reported from the committee on the ſtate of 
the gaols. He ſaid he would move ſome reſolutions that natural- 
ly aroſe from the evidence that had been given. He moved that 


e report be printed, that the public may be acquainted with 
the frauds committed. K d a 


D SDAT RK 175 


Mr. Bex2$y0RD obſerved, that in an act of the laſt ſeſſion, 
for the encouragement of the inland fiſheries, it was inſerted 
therein, that the fiſheries of the Liffey and weirs, above Iſland 
bridge, were the property of the city; whether it was ſo or not, 
he would not take upon him to ſay, but he underſtood the 
right was diſputed, and that there had been trials in the courts 
below, where it was determined that they had not an excluſive 
property therein, and that petitions were intended to be brought 
in againſt the claim, as the lord mayor had, under the ſanction 
of the act, ſeized ſome fiſh lately caught in the river. 


The Houſe then fat in a committee on the bill for improving 
and extending the fiſheries on the coaſts of this kingdom, 


The clauſe which was yeſterday oppoſed being now new mod- 
dled to the ſatisfaction of every gentleman, it paſſed unanimouſly, 


A clauſe was then read, the principal object of which is to 


prevent the ſmuggling of ſalt by the fiſhing veſſels into Scotland 
and England. 


Mr. Coxxy ſaid he apprehended this clauſe would only ope- 
rate to the excluſion of the Iriſh fiſherman from any little benefit 
he might reap from the practice of carrying ſalt into Scotland, 
but that it would not in any wiſe prevent or check the illicit 
trade carried on by the Scotch fiſherman, in that article; that 
therefore as it would not curethe evil, bur only change the hands 
which receive a benefit therefrom, he was againſt the clauſe. 


Sir Joun PaxNeLL ſaid he thought every gentleman in the 
Houſe called upon to give his moſt decided oppoſition to whatever 
might encourage ſmuggling in either country. One great objec- 
tion urged againſt the Iriſh propoſitions, by the enemies of the 
meaſure in England, was the facility with which ſmuggling might 
be carried on between Great Britain and Ireland ; to take away, 
therefore, this ſhadow of an argument, it was incumbent on the 
Iriſh legiſlature to uſe every poſſible precaution to extinguiſh the 
ſmalleſt ſpark of an illicit trade between the two countries. Ire- 
land, he acknowledged, could only guard againſt the frauds of 
her own people, but that was to remove half the evil; to remove 
the other half remained for Great Britain, 


Mr. HaxTLEy ſaid as a merchant he thought it his duty to 
be * every ſpecies of ſmuggling, as equally injurious to 
the fair trader, and to the community at large; he, therefore, 
was for having the clauſe ſtand, as he thought, with a very little 


alteration, it would effeQually guard againſt ſmuggling, and 
highly benefit the honeſt fiſherman. 


Mr. Corn ſaid he was as much an enemy to ſmuggliag as 
any man, but he had ſtated that he thought the clauſe could 
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not prevent the illicit trade in ſalt; that it would only ſhift i; 
out of the hands of the Iriſh into thoſe of the Scotch fiſbmerman, 
and therefore he was againſt it; however, if gentlemen thought 
that it would go one ſtep towards preventing ſmuggling, he 
would withdraw his oppoſition, | 


The Right Honourable WILLIAM Buxton ConyNCcHay 
obſerved, that it was agreed to by every gentleman, that a 
rendezvous was neceſſary z but as there were different opinions 
as to the place, and as the Houſe was now thin, he would poſt- 
pone it until to-morrow. 


— — —  —  — — —  — = 


TaruxsDaY, Max 5, 1785. 


The Right Honourable WILLIAM BURTON CoNYNGHAM 
faid as there was a difference of opinion reſpeQing the fiſhery bill, 
whether it were better to continue the bounty as at preſent on the 
tonnage of ſhipping, or take it off, and give a larger bounty on 
the exportation of fiſh, which it was ſaid, would prevent the 
numberleſs frauds committed in the obtaining of the tonnage 
bounties, he would move that the Houſe might have an oppot- 
tunity of conſidering it. 

Ordered, That this Houſe will, on Saturday next, reſolve itſelf 


into a committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the moſt 
effectual method of encouraging the fiſheries on the coaſts of this 
Mr. Fos rx ſaid that as the Weſt Indies were our principal 
market for white herrings, he had doubts whether, as we could 
only trade with the Britiſh iſlands, it would not anſwer the 
intention, 
A petition of William Wildrick, John Gaffny, Roger Stoddart 
and others, fiſhermen, inhabitants of Ringſend and Irifhtown, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read, praying to be relieved againſt 
a clauſe in the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion el parliament for the protection 
and improvement of the inland fiſheries of this kingdom, by which 
petitioners are precluded from fiſhing for ſalmon in that part of 
© the harbour of Dublin called Poolbeg. : 


The Houſe adjourned *till Saturday. 


— 


SaTuUrRDAY Max 7, 1785. 


Mr. Serjeant Tore preſented a bill to explain and amend 
the act relative to the regulating the meaſures for corn. It 


mend 
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was han read, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on 
Monday. 


Sir Jon BLA brought up the report from the com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, on the bill to prevent the currency 
of light gold coin. The amendments were agreed to by the 
Houſe, nd the bill ordered to be engroſſed. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill to repeal an act 
paſſed in the twenty-firſt year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, 
entitled an a& for the more ſpeedy and effeQual recovery of the 
king's debts, and alſo for the more eaſy, cheap, and effectual 
recovery of debts due to the crown; and that Mr. George Pon- 
ſonby, the Right Honourable the Attorney General, the Solicitor 
General, and the Prime Serjeant do prepare and bring in the 
ſame. 


Mr. GzoxGtz Ponsonsy preſented to the Houſe, according 
to order, a bill for continuing and amending ſeveral laws relating 
to his Majeſty's revenue, and for the more effectually preventing 
of frauds therein; which was received and read the firſt time, 
and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday ſe*nnight. 


Mr. Coxxy.—The bill now introduced is of great conſe- 
quence; it has been delayed for a conſiderable time, as is ſup- 

led, in ex pectation of the return of the propoſitions, They 
= not yet returned, and although this revenue bill is brought 
in, I hope, Sir, the fyſtem of hurry and precipitancy that hath 
ſo indecently prevailed in this ſeſſion is not intended to be put- 
ſued in this bill. It requires time for mature conſideration, 
have already given notice of my intention to introduce ſome 
clauſes relative to the abuſe of exciſe trials, and to remedy that 
abuſe by taking away the power that is now in the hands of the 
ſub-commiſſioners. In this buſineſs ſome ſteps have been already 
taken, and ſome returns of neceſſary papers have been made to 
this Houſe. I therefore think that to give time for mature con- 
fideration, the ſecond reading ſhould be deferred till this day 
fartnight, and I mean to move that the bill be printed, | 


Sit Jou PaRNELL,—vurely, Sir, the honourable member 
cannot wiſh ſuch a delay in a bill brought in fo late, The reaſons 
he gives are very extraordinary. He 1ays he has ſome amend- 
ments to propoſe, ſome new clauſes to introduce, and therefore 
that they may be duly conſidered, wants to poſtpone them for a 
fortnight, Would it not be better to proceed ſoon in this bill, 
and receive thoſe amendments, and then give time, if it is wanted, 
for conſideration. However, J am not deſirous of hurr ing 
gentlemen, and am willing to put off the ſecond reading till 
Monday ſe'nnight. | 

Vor. V. N 
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Mr. Coxxy.—This bill is ſaid to contain a great quantity of 
new matter; many new regulations reſpecting ſmuggling. The 
roviſions againſt ſmuggling, which are introduced into the 
ritiſh act, and are, I hear, copied into this, require to be 
thoroughly conſidered. They were not haſtily adopted by the 
Britiſh parliament. No, Sir, there were committees appointed 
to enquire into the ſtate of ſmuggling, thoſe committees went 
fully into the buſineſs, ſat long, examined a number of witneſſes, 
and procured every ee rn that could give light into the 
matter. And it was not till ample reports had been made, and 
the Houſe maturely weighed them, that they adopted theſe te- 
lations. It is not my wiſh to favour ſmuggling, I would rather 
it ſhould totally be ſuppreſſed, if poſſible; neither do I ſay thoſe 
regulations are wrong. They may be very proper, but yet[ 
would have time to conſider them. I would not wiſh the mo! 
roper meaſure ſhould be adopted in an haſty manner. This bill 
eems bo be very voluminous. The ſhort reading now given 
cannot inform any gentleman in the Houſe of its contents. 
agree to the 8 ition of the gentleman to have the ſecond read- 
ing on Monday ſe'nnight, but then I muſt inſiſt on its being print- 
ed, that we may be acquainted with every part of it, before we 
go into the diſcuſſion. Beſides, Sir, there 1s another reaſon 
why the component parts of this bill ſhould be maturely weighed, 
Many of the regulations introduced, avowedly ariſe from the 
ſpirit of the propoſitions, ſo haſtily agreed to in their progrefi 
— the Houſe, and ſo deliberately examined for months on 
the other fide of the water. We are yet ignorant of the fate of 
thoſe propoſitions, and perhaps ſome of thoſe new regulations, 
founded on them, may be thought totally unneceſſary if they 
do not return. 


Mr. FLoopd.,—Every man who would wiſh to act wiſely, 
would deſire to conſider fully before he aſſents; but on the con- 
trarv, we are required, unchewed, to ſwallow and digeſt what- 
ever comes from the other fide of the Houſe. 


Mr. Geoxce PoxsonBy.—The propoſitions agreed to by 
this Houſe have very little to do with the bill; the regulations 
it contains are ſuch as ought to pals if the propoſitions had been 
never once heard of, Many of them, it is true, are adopted 
from the Britiſh act, where they were introduced from the report 
of committees, who had long conſidered them. 


Sit Henxy CavzxDisn—l think it is too long a delay to 
wait till Monday ſe'nnight; it had better be read a ſecond time 
on Monday next, and go directly into a committee—there will 
be the place to conſider the clauſes, and the honourable gentle. 
man [Mr. Corry] may there make his objections, and point out 
his amendments. I jee no reaſon for this delay, unleſs he has 
an objection to the principle of the bill. 
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Mr. Coxxy.—I have not objected to the principle of the 
pill; for I cannot know exactly what it is without examination. 
It is avowed that it contains much new matter, that requires 
time to be conſidered z and ſurely no man can properly form 
objections, and propoſe amendments at the firſt reading of clauſes 
in a committee, before he has had leiſure to weigh them in his 
mind, and judge of their propriety and probable conſequences. 
I muſt therefore have time or I cannot go into the committee. 


Sir Joux PaxNeLL.—l am ſurpriſed that the honourable 
gentleman can require ſo much time to conſider what he knows 
already, and what he has had two years to examine—I mean the 
regulations againſt ſmuggling, which though new here, are not 
new to him. The honourable gentleman = often ſhewn here 
his knowledge of the Engliſh acts, and the reports of the com- 
mittees on ſmuggling z neither is there any reaſon why the nation 
ſhould be put to the expence of printing ſo large a bill. He may 
read it in the office, before the ſecond reading which I, as I have 
no deſire to have any unneceſſary haſte, move may be read a 
ſecond time on Monday ſe*nnight. The motion was carried. 


Mr. Cox xv. -I muſt perſiſt in having this bill printed. If 
not for my own information, yet for the information of the Houſe z 
for although the honourable baronet ſays I may read it at the 
office, yet it is ſo very long, that if every gentleman in the 
Houſe who may want information, were to read it in ſucceſſion 
night and day, it would take up more time than between this 
hour and the ſecond reading; but I will own I have another rea- 
ſon for witbing this bill to be printed. I want it not only for 
the information of the Houſe, but alſo that I may conſult the 
mercantile part of the kingdom, ho are to be immediately affected 
by it, eſpecially my own conſtituents, whoſe opinions I would 
wiſh to take; and I think it would be of the greateſt public advan- 
tage that the people ſhould be conſulted. I do not mean by 
the people, the rabble, the mob, the lower claſs, but ſuch as 
are men of ſome property, engaged in commerce, trade, or manu- 
factures; then we ſhould fee the laws obeyed with alacrity, and 
they would occaſion no murmurs or repinings, but general content 
would ſpread through the kingdom. The beſt way of obtaining 
good and efficient laws would be to obtain the ſenſe of the people 
about them, and let them have, in ſome meaſure, an opinion 
upon them during the time of their framing; for to think that all 
the wiſdom and all the prudence of the nation, are centered with- 
in the walls of this Houſe, muſt betray no inconfiderable ſhars 


ol vanity. I therefore move that this bill be printed, —Ordered. 


The Houſe then, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a 
committee, to take into conſideration the beſt method of encou- 
N 2 
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ra ; the fiſheries on the north weſt coaſt by bounties, Sir Hu 
Hill n the chair. ; ak x gh 


The Right Honourable WI1ILIAud Bua rox Convncuan 
obſerved, that the bounty of 208. a ton on the tonnage of veſſeli 
built for the fiſheries, had been productive of innumerable frauds 
and perjuries, That by the ſpirit of the propoſitions, the boun- 
ties of both kingdoms ſhould be made equal. In Britain the boun- 
ty was 30s. a ton on the veſſel. He would therefore propoſe to 
extend the Iriſh bounty to that ſum. He had converſed with 
ſome gentlemen, who wiſbed the whole ſhould go to the veſſel; and 
ethers who would give it all to the fiſh ; but they had agreed to 
divide it, and give 10s. per ton on the veſſel, and the other 20s, 
on the exportation of the fiſh cured. He would therefore move ⁊ 
reſolution to that purpoſe. | 


Mr. Corry objected to the word cured, as it might tend, 
fince (herrings cured in barrels were the principal object of the 
preſent bill) to injure the home conſumption of the uncured her- 
rings, ſince the exportation bounty would enable the owners 
of large veſſels to buy up the freſb herrings for curing at a greater 

rice than the poor could afford to give; and thus the common 
ood both of . freſh and bulk freſh herrings would be greatly 
diminiſhed. 

Mr. Cox VNA ſaid the bounty would go to bulk herrings 
| ks well as thoſe made up in barrels z and that as the premium 
veſſels muſt be out on the fiſhing three months, the poor would 
have a ſupply of freſh herrings from the boat-fiſhers. 


Mox Dax, Mary q, 1785, 


Sir Husen Hi1LL, according to order, reported from the com- 
mittee of thꝭ whole Houſe, appointed to take into conſideration 
the moſt effectual method of encouraging the fiſheries on the coaſts 
of this kingdom, the following reſolutions : | 
oo Reſoived, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
© tonnage bounties and the bounties on the export of fiſh, ſhould 
be ſimilar to thoſe granted by Great Britain, but that two-thirds 
of the former be paid in proportion only to the quantity of fil 
taken and cured. 

2. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 2 
compenſation ſhould be made, by way of drawback, of the duty 
on ſalt, for all that ſhall be uſed in the curing of fiſh which (ball 


be exported. | 
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Mr. Grone PoxsoxnBy moved that the order for reading 
a ſecond time the revenue bill on Monday next ſhould be diſ- 
charged, as on that day, Whitſun-Monday, there was reaſon 
to ſuppoſe there would not be a full Houſe ; he next moved that 
the bill receive aſecond reading on Friday ſe'nnight. 


The Right Honourable DenNis DaLy obſerved, that a cir- 
cumſtance had taken place reſpecting the bill which had paſſed. 
that Houſe, for changing the l iven by Captain Brooke, 
which circumſtance, though it could not now be remedied 
in that Houſe, yet ought to be made as public as poſlible, that 
the notoriety of it might produce a remedy elſewhere. The cir- 
cumſtance was this—by a clauſe in the bill for changing the 
ſecurities given by Captain Brooke, it was required that the 
new ſecurities ſhould be approved of by one of the barons of the 
Exchequer; however he thought that two of the barons in ſuch 
a caſe, were at leaſt as good as one, and therefore moved an 
amendment, that two ſhould be inſerted inſtead of one; the rea- 
ſons which impelled him to this he was ready to lay before the 
Houſe, if it ſhould be deemed proper; however, he would ſay, 
if the honourable gentleman who introduced the bill was to have 
himſelf — the ſecurities, his approbation would have 
ſatisfied him. Gentlemen had agreed to the amendment, nay, 
the honourable gentleman who introduced the bill, had thanked 
him for making it, yet by ſome means or other it ſo happened 
that the amendment was not now to be found in the bill; he 
therefore thought himſelf called upon to ſay thus much on the 


ſubject, that the proper alteration might be made in another 
place, 


General Lur TRL T ſaid he had ſeconded the right honour- 
able geatleman in the motion for having the ſecurities approved 
of by two of the barons, and now declared his diſapprobation 
of the cavalier manner in which the amendment was ſtruck out. 


The Syeaken roſe and informed the gentlemen, that the bill 
had not yet received its laſt reading; that every bill was liable 
to be read in the laſt ſtage of its progreſs, and that gentlemen 


might ſtill have an opportunity of making whatever alteration. 
they thought proper in the bill in queſtion. 


Mr. Gz1re1TH declared that what the right honourable gen- 
tleman had advanced was exaQtly fact. He had approved the 
amendment; and it would have till retained a place in the bill, 
if an honourable and learned gentleman had not thought proper 
upon the report to move another amendment, by which the firſt 
being ſtruck out, the bill remained in its firſt 3 As to 
any \muggling of an amendment, as the honourable general had 
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intimated, no man could ſay he ever had been concerned in ſmuz- 
gling any bill, or any amendment whatever. 


General LuTTRELL ſaid he roſe to ſet the honourable gentle. 
man right; the word ſmuggle had not been uſed by any one but 
kimſelf. 

Mr. Caaxtes O' Nx IL ſaid he found it neceſſary to riſe and 

ſay a word in his own defence. He certainly was the perſon that 
moved the alteration, and he did it on this ground, that he 
thought any one of the Barons of his Majeſty's court of Exche. 
quer competent to decide on the ſecurities in queſtion z beſides 
he thought there might be ſome difficulty in getting two or more 
of them together if the bill ſhould make their approbation neceſ- 
ſary. He confeſſed, however, that theſe realons had not . oc- 
curred to him when the right honourable gentleman firſt made 
his amendment. | 


The Right Honourable Denx1s DaLy.,—It would be very 
odd indeed if they had, for the honourable and learned gentleman 
himſelf was the perſon who ſuggeſted to me the words of the 
amendment. However, fince the bill is ſtill in our power, I 
will move another amendment, ** that inſtead of one of the barons 
of the Exchequer, the ſecurities ſhall be approved by the court 
of Exchequer,” This will at once obviate any difficulty that 
can be ſuppoſed to ariſe to Mr. Brooke in procuring the opinion 
of two or more barons, though it were even better that a per- 
ſon who receives ſo great a benefit as a loan of 32,000l. = 
the public ſhould ſuffer fome little inconvenience, than the public 
ſhould riſque the loſs of ſo large a ſum, 


Mr. O'Ne1LL ſaid it was a matter of utter indifference to him 
whether the bill required one or two, or three or foug of the 
barons to inſpect the ſecurities, nay if they choſe to add all the 
Judges of the King's-bench and Common-pleas, they had his 
conſent. 


» 

The ATTorNEY General. ſaid as ſuch a motion would 
be utterly ridiculous and abſurd, he would not conſent to 
it, though ſuggeſted by ſuch learned. authority ; however, he 
highly approved of that amendment which made it neceſſary that 
the court of Exchequer ſhould appreve the ſecutities. 


Mr. Hol us called the attention of the Houſe to the report 
of the committee appointed to enquire into the ſtate of the jails 
and priſons of this kingdom, He deſcribed the many miter's 


and diſtreſſes that priſoners for debt endure under the tyranny of 


thoſe moſt cruel wretches the keepers of ſpunging-houſes, He 
reſeired to the report, in which it appeared upon the ſolemn teſti- 
mony of credible perſons, that the common price for part of a bed, 
occupied by three perſons, in à vile gariet, is 58. 5d. per night, 
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of if taken by the week, 11. 28. 9d. whereas im England the 
rice of the beſt bed in any fail is 28. 6d. a week, or 1s, zd. 
for half a bed; that ſick perſons and perſons of all conditions 
ere huddled together promiſcuouſly in thoſe manſions of miſery; 
that the moſt grievous. extortions are practiſed in ſupplying meat 
and drink to the unfortunate priſoners, and that the proviſions 
ſent by their friends have been generally withheld by the keep- 
ers, or at leaſt much reduced in quantity. That perſons are 
daily plundered of whatever liitle property they bring wich them 
into the ſpunging-houſes; that they have been carried about 
the city, and to the door of Newgate, in order to compel them 
to part with their laſt guinea and that from one gentleman in 
particular, a ruffian bailiff extorted upwards of Bl. in a ſingle 
evening, which was concluded by the gentleman being thruſt 
into Newgate amongſt common felons, but got before the villain 
had ſatiated his cruelty in giving the unfortunate gentleman ſome 
ſevere and painful bruiſes. 

He ſaid he would not dwell upon a ſubjet which ſeemed ſo 
deeply to affect the Houſe; he would endeavour rather to pre- 
vent ſuch aQs of inhumanity in future, by pointing out the 
defect in our police from which they originated—the want of a 
proper jail wherein the Sheriffs might ſecure priſoners upon 
civil proceſs, —This want had made it neceſſary either to hold 
ſuch prifoners in ſpunging-houſes, where they were ſubje& to 
the tyranny of the keepers, or to ſend them to Newgate amongſt 
5 the moſt abandoned of the human ſpecies. To this evil he 
= doubted not the Houſe would apply a remedy z what it ſhould 
be he would not preſume to point out, but would offer three 
reſolutions whereon ſuch remedy might be founded, 
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m He then read the reſolutions, reciting the want of a proper 
ne jail, the many inconveniencies under which not only debtors, 
ne but the ſheriffs labour from this want, and the utter impoſſibi- 
US lity of preventing theſe inconveniencies until a proper jail ſhall 
be built, | 
Id The CHanceLLOR of THE Excauquer ſaid he roſe to - 
to expreſs his approbation of that philanthropy which had prompted 
he the honourable gentleman, to an enquiry into the ſtate of the 
at priſons, by which he had rendered eſſential ſervice to the nation 
and to the cauſe of humanity ; he aſſured the honourable gen- 
It tieman that his undertaking had his beſt wiſhes, but he ſubmitted 
ils to him, whether in a buſineſs of ſuch importance, the pro 
* mode would not be to refer the reſolutions, as alſo the report of 
of the committee on the priſons, to. a committee of the whole 
He Houſe, where ſomething effectual might be done to prevent ſuch 
hi abuſes in future, 
:d, Mr. Hol ves ſaid he was contented, 
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Sir Jonn BLAG Yer ſaid, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had anticipated what he had to ſay.— Indeed the effect the ho- 
nourable member Mr. Holmes] viſibly had made upon the Houſe, 
was ſufficient to prove that every gentleman felt he had laid a 
very great obligation on the public, by his humane and benevo- 
lent enquiry z he was therefore entitled to the ſupport of every 
gentleman in the further purſuit of his plan; but that was not 
all, it was not ſufficient to provide againſt future oppteſſions, it 
became the Houſe to ſhew a juſt indignation at the paſt, eſpe- 
cially as ſuch actions had appeared to the committee as being 
generally 'perpetrated in the dark, it was not always in the 

wer of law to puniſh them; therefore, now that they were 

Uy brought to light, exemplary puniſhment ought to be in- 
flicted on wretches that, with ſavage inhumanity, had inſulted 


miſery in its moſt afflicted ſituation. He would therefore move, 


whenever the ſubjet came before a committee of the whole 
Houſe, that the Attorney General be directed to proſecute, with 
the utmoſt rigor of the law, the perſons who had been guilty 
of ſuch abominable cruelties. 


_ The Ar ron General ſaid he would very chearfully 
obey the order of the Houſe upon that occaſion, but he had 
looked over the report of the committee, and found that er- 
cept in two Caſes, one a felony; and the other an aſſault, he 
muſt, if ordered to proceed againſt thoſe delinquents, proceed 
by way of attachment, [a great laugh] however, if the Houſe 
thought proper, he would even proceed in that way. 


The Houſe adjourned till Wedneſday, 


» * i 22 


* # * 


Wextspax, May 11, 1785. 


Mr. O'H ARA obſerved that ſome counties had complied with 
the at now exiſting, for a due regiſtering of their freeholds, and 
others had not but in an imperfe& manner; he therefore thought 
it neceſſary to move a clauſe for excepting ſuch counties as have 
made a regular regiſtry, He then moved to except five counties, 


who have complied with the act now in force. 


Sir FxeDex1ck FLood ſaid he would oppoſe the clauſe, 5 
diſcriminating a few ſmall counties, and criminating twenty-ſix 
of the principal counties, and he ſuppoſed the members for the 
other counties would move to except their counties, fot in tle 
large ones it was both expenſive and inconvenient to regiſter, 
being at a great diſtance from the aſſizes town of their county; 
that he intended to move a clauſe that was of great conſe- 
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quence, which was to prevent beggars from voting at elections; 
he meant perſons who received alms or bounty from corpora- 
tions, or other charitable donations, as they muſt be under in- 
fluence; and as to the clauſe of exception now moved, he would 
give it his negative. 


Mr. FL oOoD.— The clauſe moved by the honourable gentle- 
man is unneceſſary now, as it goes to the principle of reform, 
which bill I have now in my hand. There is a clauſe in the 
bill for the eſpecial purpoſe of regiſtering freeholds, and if it 
ſhould paſs into a law, the preſent bill would militate againſt the 
reform bill; therefore I hope the honourable gentleman will with- 
draw his motion till the fate of the bill of reform is determin- 
ed; and if it will not paſs into a law, he will have other op- 
portunities of bringing it on. 

This day was fixed for bringing in the bill of reform, but I 
have this morning received a letter from an honourable gentle- 
man, one of the committce for preparing the bill, who has taken 
great pains on the ſubject, acquainting me that he could not 
poſſibly attend this day, but he would on any other day, and 
wiſhed it to be poſtponed. I therefore hope the Houſe would 
agree to defer the bringing in the bill till to-mortow. 


The Honourable Denxis Brown ſaid he looked upon the 
clauſe as extremely oppreſſive in its tendency. He could not 
perceive the juſtice or the neceſſity of depriving a poor freehol- 
der of his vote, or compelling him to travel forty miles in order 
to have it regiſtered, 


The Right Honourable WiLLiam Bux rom ConyncraM 
requeſted, if any exemption was to be allowed, thar the benefit 
of it might be extended to the county of Donegall. 


Mr. OcLe defired that the county of Wexford might be ex- 
empted. 


Mr. Ke AAN EV requeſted the ſame benefit for the county Cork, 


which from its great extent, would be peculiarly inconvenienced 
by the clauſe. 


Mr. Maso deſired to know whether there was a county in 
the kingdom that would not be inconvenienced by it ? 


Mr. O'Ha RA ſaid he had originally intended to make the clauſe 
— without any reſerve or exception whatſoever; he had, 
owever, at the earneſt requeſt of gentlemen, deen induced to 
exempt certain counties. It had been objected, that he had 
exempted his own county. It was true, he ſaid, he had done it 
after conſulting with his colleague z and there was a better rea- 
ſon for exempting that county than perhaps any other : The 
regiſtry in that county was new, the County books had twice 
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been loft, which had induced the neceſſity of a new regiſtry 
there; that new regiſtry had not long ſince been finiſhed, and 
therefore there was no occaſion to compel the freeholders to 
regiſter again. However he would conſent to withdraw the 
Clauſe for the preſent, to render it leſs exceptionable. 


Sir Hen«y Cavenpisn declared himſelf an enemy to the 
principle of the clauſe, and therefore was for ſtamping the diſap- 
probation of the Houſe upon it, by a direct negative, rather than 
ſuffering it to be withdrawn. 


The Cuanczllox or THe ExcutqQuer,—l look upon 
every bill to compel a regiſtry, as a reſtriction on the natural 
rights of freeholders, and only to be juſtified by the neceſſity 
of preventing frauds; I therefore think ſuch hard{bips ſhould not 
be impoſed upon the people when they can be avoided, as in 
the caſe of all perſons that have already regiſtered their free- 
holds. Upon this ground I have defired that the county of 
Louth may be exempted. 


Mr. Lowcr1e1.D ſaid it would be a very great inconvenience 
to the freeholders of the county of Cork to be compelled to 
ſubmit to the propoſed regiſtry; that county was of ſuch great 
extent, that freeholders who lived upon the borders would have 
2 very great journey and conſiderable expence to go through, 
before they could fulfil the condition on which hereafter they 
would be allowed to exerciſe their inherent -right of voting for 
repreſentatives. He therefore deſired that the county of Cork 
might be exempted. He took that opportunity to ſay, that he 

| Was much diſappointed and not very well pleaſed at the preſent 
3 and the paſt delay that had been given to the reform bill; but 
he hoped that the honourable gentleman to whom that bill had 
been intruſted, would for certain bring it forward to-morrow, as 
many gentlemen were much diſpleaſed at the delay it had met 
with in that honourable gentleman's hands, and he feared would 

not attend its diicuſlion if deferred any longer. 


Mr. FLaod ſaid he was glad the honourable member had ex- 
plained himſelf ſo fully, as he could now ſay to any man who 
defired a further delay of the bill, that the Houſe had demanded 
it at his hands. The honourable member might rely on the bill's 
coming forward to-morrow. 


Mr. KAAN EY.— The honourablegentleman who introduced 
| the clauſe has ſaid that he made the exceptions in favour of 
| certain counties, at the requeſt of particular gentlemen g but no 
| ſooner is the purport of the clauſe known, than every gentleman 

riſes to deſire his county may be exempted from the inconve- 
nience cf it; if, therefore, the honourable gentleman wiſhes to 
oblige the whole kingdom, be will exempt every county therein. 


— 
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Mr. Joux WoLre ſaid he roſe to requeſt that Mr. Flood 
would poſtpone the reform-bill till Friday, as there were more 
than forty gentlemen, warm friends to the bill, that could not at- 
tend if it was to be brought forward on Thurſday. 


Mr. FLood replied, that he ſtood pledged to bring it forward 
en Thurſday z that many gentlemen who were preſent when he 
ſo engaged himſelf to the Houſe had, under the impreſſion of 
that idea gone away, and therefore it was impoſlible for him 
to change the day. , 


Sir Jou N PaRNEtLL.—The Houſe early in the ſeſſion was ſo 
good as to give me leave to bring in a bill for the encourage- 
ment of the woollen- manufacture, and afterwards I obtained 
leave to apply certain bounties towards that encouragement, I 
ſhall now move you, Sit,“ That it be an inſtruction to the 
committee appointed to prepare the bill for the encouragement of 
the woollen- manufacture, that they apply a certain proportion 
of thoſe bounties towards the eſtabliſhinz of markets, for the 
ſale of new-drapery, in the different counties in this kingdom.“ 
I do this, Sir, from the example of England, who purſues the 
very ſame method of encouraging the ſale of ſimilar goods, and 
from the example of this kingdom, who has purſued the ſame 
line of conduct with reſped to linen, to the infinite benefit of 
that manufacture. It would be needleſs to expatiate on the 
advantages which muſt accrue to every manufacture which has 
a conſtant and open market, where the manufacturer is ſure of 
ready money for his goods. No means can be ſo effectual to 
prevent monopoly aud its conſequence—combination.—Combi- 
nation is only oppoſed to monopoly, as a kind of ſelf- defence, 
which the working people have againſt their maſters. Men that 
are employed only occaſionally muſt earn as much while they 
ve employed as will maintain them while they are idle, but 
take away monopoly and combination naturally ceaſes, for in 
an open market it is not ſo eaſy for the workmen to diſcern 
between the value of his labour and the value of the materials 
which compoſe his goods, and if he ſhould, he will be con- 
vinced that by a fair ſale, he gets as much for his labour as the 
manufacture will bear. I have been informed that one great 
obſtacle to our ſucceſs in the finer and higher priced articles of 
new-drapery, is the want of ipinners ſufficicatly expert to make 
the neceſſary warp, in order therefore to encourage a moſt uſe- 
ful body of people, the ſpinners, who at this day work for leſs- 
wages than any other people in the kingdom, I intend to apply 
a proportion of bounty towards eſtabliſhing ſchools in the ſeve- 
ral counties, provided that each county in which a fchool thall 
be eſtabliſhed, ſhall raite upon itſelf by preſentment, and appro- 
priate to the maintenance of ſuch ſchool, a ſum equal to the 
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bounty granted. This condition, Sir, I propoſe, in order to 
prevent jobbing, and the miſapplication of the public money, 
I ſhall therefore move, That it be an inſtruction to the committee 
to inſert a clauſe or clauſes in the ſaid bill or bills, for paying to 
any perſon who ſhall open and keep a ſchool for ſpinning worſted 
yarn for warps, at a diſtance yot lefs then twenty miles from the 
city of Dublin, a bounty of 5. for each of the firſt ſix children 
inſtructed at ſuch ſchool, provided that a ſimilar bounty, raiſed 


by private ſubſcription or contribution, be paid to ſuch perſon at 


faid time.“ 


Tbe Right Honourable WII II AM Buxron Canvynconay 
obſerved, that the commiſſioners appointed by act of parliament 
to make wide and convenient ftreets, had been led into many 
errors, and put to much expence, by following lines unſkilfully 
projected by ignorant and incapable perſons ; that of late they 
had found it neceſſary to reje& the aid of all ſuch, and had put 
their affairs under the direction of a ſkilful engineer, Col, Tarent, 
whoſe voluntary and unpaid ſervices had been of the utmoſt ad- 
vantage. That however the commiſſioners did not think it juſt 
to employ any man of profeſſion without making him due recom- 

nce for his labour; what, therefore, he had to ſubmit to the 
Houſe was a queſtion, whether to continue and extend the pur- 
poſes of the act for making wide and convenient ſtreets, he might 
not with propriety introduce a clauſe to enable the commiſſionen 
to allow a proper engineer five per cent. on their revenue, which 
is 3,500/. per annum, by which means a ſaving would be made, 
as they would not again be led into fo many and ſuch expenſive 
errors as they had heretofore fallen into by employing unſkilful 


| perſons. 


Mr. Da Ly faid he doubted whether it was neceſſary to lay this 
buſineſs before the Houſe ; he thought the commiſſioners had full 
power to pay every man they found it neceſſary to employ, but 
— a fixed ſalary was the proper mode might admit of ſome 
queſtion. 


Mr. ConvNcna then ſaid he would introduce his claul: 
bato the bill. 


——. 


TavxsDay, Max 12, 1785. 


Mr. Fi.o0d, without the leaſt preface, moved, © That a bil 


For the more equal repreſentation of the people in parliament ſhould 


be received.” 
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The bill was accordingly received, and read the firſt time 
throughout, 


The queſtion was put, that this bill be read a ſecond time. 


Sir HexcuLes LANGRNISs HE ſaid he ſhould be unpardonable 
if he were, on this occaſion, to treſpaſs on the indulgence of the 
Houſe, which he had ſo amply experienced the other night, when 
this ſubject was before them; and therefore he would trouble 
them with a very few words. That when the honourable member 
moved for leave to bring in this bill, as he did not then explain 
the purpoſe or principle of the bill, no oppoſition was given to 
his motion; but now the bill has come forward to ſpeak for itſelf. 
It has now diſcloſed its plan and its principle, and thoſe gentle- 
men who think neither the one nor the other admiſſible, will not 
ſo far bear teſtimony in its favour as to vote that it ſhall receive a 
ſecond reading. Diſapproving of the principle, he did not think 
it right to ſuffer the public mind to remain 1n a ſtate of ſuſpence, 
to be diſturbed in their induſtry, or interrupted in their enjoy- 
ment of the beſt conſtitution in the world, by dreams of ſomething 
beyond perfection.— That he would not ſubſcribe to a principle 
which preſuppoſes evils that have no exiſtence, and oo you 
remedies that would in themſelves be evils.— That he was glad 
the bill had been produced, and alſo that it was the work of 
gentlemen of the firſt abilities in the country, becauſe in that caſe 
the imperfeQtion of the plan is a confirmation of the objections to 
the principle. It ſhews what an arduous attempt it is to alter an 
antient conſtitution, and into what confuſion even wiſe men will 
fall, when they attempt to improve the wiſdom of ages.—That 
we felt that our conſtitution was free, and ſhould not admit expe- 
riments to make it precarious, That if the power of the crown 
were too great {which it is not) this bill had no tendency to 
enlarge the one, or diminiſh the other. And that, conſiſtent with 
the arguments he offered the other night, he muſt give a negative 
to the motion for a ſecond reading of the bill. 


The Right Honourable WitLtam BROwWNLOw.—I am un- 
willing to trouble the Houſe on a ſubje& which has been ſo per- 
fectiy underſtood. I think, therefore, there is no uſe in entering 
at large into it z the truth is, and gentlemen will excuſe me when 
I fay, that I very much doubt whether there is virtue enough in 
the Houſe to kf its own defects, though at the ardent deſire 
of the people. The people think a reform abſolutely neceſſary, 
but, unhappily, the greater neceſſity of a reform, the lels is the 
probability of 1t being carried, Out of the Houſe, and in private 
converſation, every gentleman will acknowledge the neceility of 
a reform, but in the Houſe they will not deign to examine it 
no, it is dangerous, it is an innovation upon the conſtitution to 
propole a reform, But deny that it is dangerous for the peo- 
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ple to be a third eſtate; yet it is impoſſible that can be the cafe, 
while two-thirds of the members of this Houſe are nominated by 
individuals. If we were really repreſentatives of the people, we 
ſhould pay a little attention to their remonſtrances and petitions, 
which appeared from almoſt every county. But gentlemen who 
are intereited in oppoſing a reform, flatter themſelves that becauſe 
fome counties did not fend delegates to the national congress, 
thoſe counties do not defire a reform; this is not the caſe, for 
thoſe counties thaught it unneceſſary to fend delegates, becauſe 
-their ſentiments were already declared. There can be no doubt 
that the people are as defirous as ever of a parliamentary reform ; 
and give me leave to ſay, that when the people unite in favour of 
any reaſonable meaſure, they ought to be attended to, and in the 
end their wiſhes will prevail. 

It has been ſaid, that the people do not know what they deſire, 
and have not ſufficiently explained. the ſyſtem of reprefentation 
which they wiſh to enjoy. There is nothing more plain than 
the object of the people's defire. They wiſh for a real, not a 
fititious repreſentation—that the intereſts of the people ſhould 
— the firſt object, and that of their repreſentatives but the 

0 . 

There is indeed but little chance of a reform, while places 
and penſions are ſo liberally beſtowed upon the members of this 
Houle ; when they are diminiſhed in their number a reform ma 
more eaſily be obtained, though perhaps it will then be leſs nece(- 
ſary. I have no doubt but the wiſhes of the people will at laſt be 
accompliſhed ; perhaps I may not live to ſee it, but 2 men 
certainly will, and therefore I hope that the friends of the meaſure 
will never loſe ſight of it. 


Mr. Moncx MasoNn,—It is not my intention to enter at large 
upon the ſubje& of this bill, as my ſentiments concerning it are 
already well known; but I cannot fit ſilent and hear the gentle- 
man who introduced it aſſert, with ſo much confidence, that 2 

arliamentary reform is the univerſal wiſh of the people of ireland. 

am, in my foul, convinced that the aſſertion is not founded 
in fat; I am convinced that this pretended reformation is 2 
matter of much indifference to the generality of the people, and 
that they would not trouble their heads about it, if it were not 
continually obtruded on their attention by a parcel of factious 
agitators in every part of the kingdom, Theſe people carry 
every thing before them at all public meetings, becaule the quiet, 
diſcreet, and reſpectful part of the community abhor and avoid 
thoſe noiſy ſcenes of nonſenſe and turbulence. 

I form my judgment of the manner in which ſuch buſineſſes 


are conducted in other parts of the kingdom, from what paſſed 


under my own eyes in the courle of laſt ſummer,—Nine or tel 
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of the moſt inſignificant of the citizens of Dublin men without 
parts, property, or characters, with nothing to recommend them 
to the notice of the public, but the turbulence of their diſpoſi- 
tions, agreed in ſigning a requiſition to the ſheriffs to call a general 
meeting of all the inhabitants of their bailiwick, and the ſheriffs 
were weak enough (for I will not attribute their conduct to more 
criminal matters) to comply with their requeſts ; a day was ap- 
pointed for the meeting : there, Sir, theſe people were joined by 
about thirty ſpirits more, congenial to their own 3 they proceed 
in forming a ſeries of ſeditious reſolutions, and with an impudence 
unparallelled in the annals of mankind, they diſperſe their reſo- 
lutions, in circular letters, through the whole of the kingdom, as 
the act of the aggregate body of the citizens of Dublin—thirty or 
forty perſons of hs deſcription I have mentioned, taking it upon 
them to ſpeak'the ſentiments of one hundred thouſand people, 
every one of them as good as themſelves. When theſe matters 
are carried on in ſuch a ſhameleſs manner, in the eyes of all the 
world and in the capital of the kingdom, may I not fairly con- 
clude that they are conducted in a fimilar manner in the more 
diſtant parts of the country? At the laſt meeting that was held 
in the county of Kilkenny, in which the honourable gentleman 
himſelf reſides, for the purpoſe of promoting this pretended reform, 
there were but thirty-ſix perſons that attended. What manner 
of perſons thoſe were has already been humourouſly deſcribed to 
you by an honourable member near me, who has told us that one 
of theſe perſons was the gentleman's blackſmith, and two more 
of them the ſaid blackſmith's brothers. | 

The honourable gentleman's conduct on this occaſion puts me 
in mind of that of the Duke of Buckingham, in Shakeſpeare's 
play of Richard the Third :—His Grace convened a meeting of 
the citizens of London, in order to perſuade them to acknowled 
Richard for their king; but notwithſtanding his eloquence, the 
harangue which he made them for that purpoſe was received by 
the citizens with aſtoniſhment and ſilence. This ſomewhat dii- 
concerted the oratot; but three or four of his own followers at 
the end of the hall, having thrown up their caps, and cried— 
* God fave King Richard,” he immediately conſtrues this into 
an unanimous approbation of the meaſure, and, addreſſing him- 
{elf to the audience, ſays, 

Thanks, worthy citizens and friends; 
* This general applauſe and chearful ſhout 
** Argues your wiſdom and your love for Richard.” 

In like manner, and with equal addreſs, the honourable gentle- 
man has conſtrued the acclamations of his blackſmith and hu 
brothers into the general wiſh of the people of Ireland, for a par- 
liamentary reform. 

That many people have ſigned petitions in favour of a reform, 
am ready to acknowledge, and I do not wonder at it, when 
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I confider the manner in which they are addreſſed by the agitators 
in queſtion. When they meet any man whom they wiſh to in- 
veigle, they ſay to him Why, my good friend, you ſeem to 
be contented with your preſent fituation, but you ought nat to 
be ſoz you are eſſentially injured though you do not feel it, for 
you have not half the power and influence in the ſtate to which 
you are entitled by the laws and conſtitution z do but join with 
me in figning this petition in favour of a reform, and you ſhall 
have ten times the influence that you now enjoy.“ Why, Sir, 
the appetite for power is ſo ſtrongly imprinted on the human breaſt, 
that inſtead of being ſurprized that ſo many have been brought to 
fign thoſe petitions, I am aſtoniſhed that any have refufed it ; and 
there is nothing gives me an higher idea of the general good ſenſe 
of the people of this country, than that ſo many amongſt them 
have been able to reſiſt the inſidious ſolicitations of theſe faQious 
incendiaries. 

Mr. Mooxz.— The right honourable gentleman near me M.. 
Brownlow] having declined entering ſpecifically into the differ- 
ent parts of the plan now offered to the Houſe, I ſhall think my- 
ſelf at liberty to ſpeak of reform as a general term; and as laſt 
year a bill, I believe to the very ſame purport, was rejected by 


this Houſe, I, as a friend to 1 uniformity of con- 
i 


duct, ſhall hold myſelf bound to reject this alſo, unleſs it ſhall be 
ſhewn that ſomething has ſince happened to make that neceſſary 
now, which was not neceſſary laſt year; and I am the more 
ſtrongly impelled to this, by a defire of ſhewing our conſtituents 
that this Houſe does not form its determinations upon light and 
uncertain grounds. 

The queſtion has been ſo hackneyed, that it is matter of di- 
ficulty to ſtart a new idea upon it. The chief complaint made by 
the votaries of innovation is this—that there is a predominant 
power in the ſtate, and that this power reſides in the ariſtocracy. 
Now, as I hold it impoſſible that the theory of our conſtitution 
ſhould ever be reduced to practice, and as there never was a ſtate 
in any age or in any country, where a predominant power did 
not ſomewhere reſide, and as there never can be ſuch a ſtate en- 
cept you re-model human nature, I think it a peculiar bleſling 
that with us it reſides amongſt the greateſt and the beſt men in the 
country ; for I think the rights of the people can never be ſo ſaſe 
as when they are entruſted to the men of property in a country» 
eſpecially if that country be ſo conſtituted that the men on whon 


ſuch truit is conferred cannot betray it, without at the ſame time 
deſtroying their property. | 


The Right Honourable Joun ONeII II am much ſurpriſe! 
that a queſiion which has occupied the minds of a whole natio" 
ſhould be diſmiſſed without affording it a ſecond reading, I; tl 


treating an important buſineſs with decency ? It is eaſy for gen- 
temen to ſay that the people do not wiſh for a reform in parlia- 
ment; but do gentlemen believe what they ſay ? Let every one 
examine his own county—his own place of reſidence; and if he 
does not ſhut his ears, he muſt hear the public voice. I am con- 
fdent in the county I repreſent it is the univerſal wiſh. I find 
it in county meetings, at aſſizes, with grand juries, and, in ſhort, 
every where, How would gentlemen have the people at? If 
they come to County meetings, then we are told the meetings are 
improper, and that the true ſenſe of the people cannot be learned 
from them as they are managed. It the people do not meet, or 
do not petition, then it is ſaid they do not wiſh for a reform 
ſo that their ſpeaking or their ſilence is equally miſconſtrued. 
But the people are not to be ſatisfied thus; one time or another 
this buſineſs muſt be done. The real repretentatives of the people 
are bound at leaſt to examine their wiſhes—it is decent to do it— 
to diſcuſs them fairly, and then to reject them if found any wiſe 
improper. But if you proceed to reje& the deſigns of the people 
without diſcuſſion, you may reduce them to the ſad necetlity of 
looking to themſelves for redreſs, 


dit HENRY HarTSTONGE ſaid that a reform was the general 
deſire of every gentleman he ſat with. 


Mr. Baooxx ſaid his conſtituents were for a reform, and had 
inſtructed him to ſupport it, which he ſhould do, as he was ſatiſ- 
hed it was the univerſal wiſh of the freeholders of the county of 
Donegall. 


Mr. James STewarT declared it was alſo the wiſh of the 
county he repreſented. | 


Mr. FLood.—I am fully convinced there never came before 
this Houſe any queſtion on which the ſentiments of the people 
were more known. In what queſtion were they known ſo much? 
Nay, you own it, whilſt you deny it: You have ſaid the people 
have been ſeditious about it, and now you ſay they have no wiſh 
for it. When it was introduced before, you objected to it, be- 
cauſe it was brought forward, you ſaid, on the point of a bayo- 
net, It was an imaginary bayonet, like the imaginary dagger of 
Macbeth; but why did that dagger alarm him? Becauſe his ſoul 
was filled with conſcious guilt, I know I ſpeak to a great diſad- 
vantage in this buſineſs, becauſe I ſpcak to men who are parties 
1 If the people ſay you are not their repreſentatives, you 
quarrel with them, and ſay you ate; but if you are, then pay a 
due regard to their wiſhes. You do not act here in a perſonal, 
but in a fiduciary capacity, and if you betray the intereſts conſid- 
ed in you, you are traitors. I can defend every part of this bi 
and will do ſo if it goes to a committee. Act then like men, fair- 
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ly diſcuſs its merits, and do not, like mutes in a Turkiſh ſeraglio, 
at the command of tyranny, ſtrangle it. 


Mr. Michal Sur. — The queſtion before the Houſe is 
not on the merits of the bill, but ſolely whether it ſhall be read 2 
ſecond time; and there can be nothing objected to this, but on 
either of theſe two grounds, that it is in itſelf ſo bad a bill, and 
ſo unjuſt in its principle, that it ought to meet, an immediate re- 
jection, or that it was in its formation ſo exceptionable, and the 
remedies ſo inadequate, as not to appear to be likely to produce 
the end propoſed. 

This does not adopt any novelties ; it profeſſes remedies which 
have had the ſanction of former parliaments; whatever it may 
profeſs, it would be now abſurd to enter into any diſcuſſion of itz 
merits. 

I have read it five or ſix times, yet I do not recolle& it fo well 
as to ſay, whether the remedies propoſed by it are adequate or 
not, yet gentlemen, who never read it at all, can take upon them- 
felves to tee the abſurdities of it. Surely it will be more fair to 
give it a ſecond reading, that from another hearing we may be able 
to judge of its merits. 5 | 


Mr. Foxes ſaid that as he had ſo frequently and fully delivered 
his ſentiments on this ſubject, he ſhould not treſpaſs on the pa- 
tience of the Houſe by entering at large into a diſcuſſion of the 
neceſſity of a parliamentary reform. He ſhould only take this 
opportunity of declaring, that he ſhould vote for the motion for 
reading the bill a ſecond time. Gentlemen had ſaid, that a reform 
in the repreſentation of the people in parliament, was not an ob- 
ject of the wiſhes of the people in Ireland; all he ſhould ſay reſ- 
pecting this argument was, that he had the honour of reprelenting 
a large and populous town, and that he had received inftruQtons 
from his conſtituents to ſupport every meaſure which could pro- 
mote a parliamentary reform, Though he auſpicated that he and 
the friends to reform ſhould be in a minority on this queſtion, yet 
they had one conſolation, that this minority would receive a con- 
ſiderable addition of reſpe& and dignity from the circumſtance 
of [Mr. Orde] the oſtenſible miniſter voting with them on the 
queſtion ; that as the delegate and repreſentative of Mr. Pitt, the 
patron and promoter of parliamentary reform in England, he could 
not vote otherwiſe. He ſaid he made no doubt but that the often- 
fible miniſter here had given a poſitive afſurance to his ho- 
nourable friend [Colonel Sharman] the preſident of the Iriſh con- 
vention, in the ſame manner as Mr. Pitt had to Mr. Wyville, the 
preſident of the Engliſh convention, that he would ſupport 2 
parliamentary reform as a man and a miniſter. He could not con- 
ceive it to be otherwiſe, as he conſidered it as impoſſible that Mr. 
Pitt could be the parent and patron of parliamentary reform in 
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England, and its enemy and perſecntor in Ireland. The oſtenſi- 
ble miniſter in this Houſe ought not to he affficted with defpair ot 
deſpondency, for though he hould, like Mr. Pitt, be deferted by 
his public and private fecretaries and aſſeſſors on the treaſury 
bench, yet he truſted the Iriſh miniſter would find another faithful 
and kind treaſurer of the navy to {upport him; and as for the 
friends of the Iriſh miniſter who deſerted him this night, he would 
find them return to his arms with redoubled ardour, and would 
ſoon ſee reſtored that tender officialintercourſe of giving and taking, 
which had marked the fond communication of their former politi- 
cal lives. 

Hethen called upon the oſtenſible miniſter, the delegate and re- 
preſentative of Mr. Pitt, to vindicate Mr. Pitt from the ſuſpicion 
of inſincerity and duplicity, on the ſubje& of parliamentary re- 
form, by avowing and declaring himſelf at leaſt a friend to the 

ri-ciple. 

e — that if the ſecretary did not vote for this motion, 
he ſhould conſider the purity of the young Engliſh miniſter but as 
the watch-word of faction; the virtues of the young Engliſh mi- 
niſter which have been ſo ſtrongly inſiſted on and fo loudly ex- 
tolled, but as mere inſtruments of a party, as mere inſtruments 
of popular deluſion, or baſe tools of depraved ambition, ' unleſs 
Mr. Pitt thould cake the earlieſt opportunity in the Britiſh ſenate 
of diſavowing all connection with the preſent miniſter of Ireland; 
and of declaring him to be his miſrepreſentati ve in this country. 


Mr. Haar Lev faid he had the inſtruction of his conſtituents 


| upon the head of a parliamentary reform, and he knew there was 


not one independent man among them but continued of the opinion 
which they had when they inſtructed him. 


Sir Ricu ap BITLex declared that it was the wih of his 
conſtituents, and therefore he would ſupport it, 


Sir EDW]WAAD NEW ENHAM ſaid he had repeated inſtructions to 


ſupport a reform, and therefore would give it his warmeſt aſſiſt- 
ance. 


Mr. Coax v. I think it neceſſary for every friend to the mea · 
ſure of a parliamentary reform, not to ſuffer a damp to impreſs it- 
ſelf on the public mind, by being filent upon the queſtion, but at 
leaſt to ſpeak five words in favour of the meaſure l depreciate 
that idea going abroad, for | truſt the time will come when the ſpi- 
rit of true whig principles will get the better of ariſtocratic influ- 
ence, and pals triumphantly through the Houſe. 


Mr. Row LE V declared that he did not approveof the bill in zoto, 
but he was againſt icouting out of the Houſe a bill which ſeemed 


calculated to coincide in ſome reſpects with the general wilh of 
2 
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the people, and particularly the unanimous conſent of the county 
which he repreſented. | 


Mr. O'HARA called upon gentlemen to ſtand forward, and by 
—_—_— to ſhew the inefficacy of the bill, rather than by thus 

uſing it a hearing, to convince the people of the expediency of 
the meaſure. 


The queſtion being then put, the Houſe divided, 
ves — — 60 
Noes — — 112 
Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Flood and Mr. Brownlow. 
Tellers for the noes, Sir Hercules Langrithe and Mr. Moore. 


Mr. Foxes faid ſince the reform was thus rejeQed, perhaps 
ntlemen might agree to it in part, he therefore preſented, pur- 
uant to order, a btil to diſable any perſon from being choſen a 
member of, or from ſitting or voting in the Houſe of Commons, 
who has any penſion for any number of years, or during pleaſure, 
from the crown; and for further ſecuring the independance of the 
judges; which was received and read the firſt time, and ordered 
to be read a ſecond time to-morrow morning. 


— — 


Faiday, Mary 13, 1785. 


The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a commit- 
tee, to take into conſideration the moſt effectual means of promo- 
ting the inland navigations of this kingdom, Mr. Holmes in th 
chair. 


Having read the report of the committee appointed to enquire 
into the expenditure of the money granted to promote inland na- 
vigations, | 

The Right Honourable the CHAN cELLOIH or THe Exchz- 
QUE& deſired the attention of the committee, while he laid before 
them the ſtare of the inland navigations. He ſaid that gentlemen 
would be aſtoniſhed when they heard that the inland navigations 
of Ireland had already coſt the public a ſum of 57, oool. and yet 
that only two, the Boyne and the Newry Canals, were in any 
degree complete. The ſund that had been under the management 
of the Navigation-board he ſtated at ſomewhat more than Joool. 
this the board had anticipated ſo much as to incur a debt of 25,0001. 
How this debt was to be paid was indeed matter of ſome doubt; 
but as it had been incurred upon the public faith, he thought it 
muſt be paid in ſome way, 1 Exchequer bills, as the 
leaſt burthenſome to the ſubject. He would then propoſe, he 
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ſaid, that the fund orginally entruſted to the Navigation- board 
ſhould be applied to the object for which it was intended; but in 
order to make it etfeQual, he thought the beſt way would be to 
finiſh one work at a time, and not by diſtracting it to many objects 
render it ineffectual to all. To Uus purpoſe he propoſed the fol- 
lowing reſolution, 


1, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the funds ap- 
propriated to promote the inland navigations, by being diſtracted 
among many objects, are rendered inſufficient to compleat any, 
and ought therefore be applied to only one work at a time, and in 
the hr inſtance t that which is the more important, and likely to 
prove molt generally beneficial to the kingdom. 


Mr. F, oop called upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to 
know whether he” intended to follow this reſolution with any 
others, and if ſo requeſted they might be read. 


Mr. Gx1rr1TH ſaid it appeared to him expedient for the com- 
mittee firſt to lay down ſome general principle before they pro- 
ceeded to the particulars of the buſineſs to them commitced. The 
Chanceilor of the Exchequer propoſed a very ſenſible reſolution, 
containing the only general principle on which the fund could be 
applied with any good effect; and he thought it would be highly 
improper to go into the detail of the buſineſs till the ſenſe of the com- 
mittec was taken upon the general principle. If, however, gentle- 
men would inſiſt upon having the whole of the Chancellor's refolu+ 
tions betore them, he ſaw it would only produce a deſultory debate. 


The CHaNCEL1.0k OF THE ExCutquex then read the whole 
ſiring of :eſolutions he intended to propoſe, viz. 


2. That as the Grand Canal is compleated from Dublin to the 
river Barrow, at Monaſterevan, the connedting it with the Shan- 
non, and makin the Shannon navigable from the point of connec- 
tion up to Lough Allen and down to Limerick, will be the moſt 
beneficial inland navigation, and onght to be compleated the firſt, 

3. That it is the opinion of this committee, that the moſt ef- 
fectual mode of con:pleating the ſame will be to appropriate the 
fund for a term to be agreed upon by parliament, to any company 
of undertakers who will engage and give ſecurity to compleat the 
lame within alimited time, by advancing their own money for the 
purpoſe, under ſuch conditions and reſtrictions, and wich ſuch 
tight of toll, as ſhall be approved by parliament. 

4. That it is the opinion of this committee, that before any 
ſuch agreement ſhall be made, proper perſons thou!d be appointed 
by parliament to employ one or more ſxillful engineers to aſcertain 
the beſt line of communication between the Grand Canal and the 
Shannon, going as near as conveniently may be to the towns of 
Longford and Mullingat, and to make a ſurvey and eſtimate there- 
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of, and of the navigation from the point of junction with the 

Shannon up to Lough Allen and down to Limerick ; ſuch ſurveys 

_ eſtimates to be laid before this Houſe the firſt day of the next 
on. 

5. That it is the opinion of this committee, that the expence 
_—_— ſhould be defrayed out of the produce of the tillage duties 

is year. | 

6. That it appears to this committee, that the company of 
undertakers to make the Shannon navigabie from Limerick to Kil- 
laloe, notwithſtanding they have made ſome progreſs, and ſpent 
85 20l. 48. 2d. of their own money thereon, are unable to com- 
pleat the work, and that the navigation of that part of the ſaid 
river ought to be veſted in ſuch company as ſhall undertake, as 
aforeſaid, upon ſuch terms as may be agreed on with the ſaid dhan- 
non company. | 

7. That it is the opinion of this committee, that the granting 
the ſeveral other navigations of this kingdom, whereon public 
money has been expended, to ſuch companies of undertakers az 
will engage to compleat them within limited times, under ſuch 
conditions and reſtrictions, and with ſuch right of tolls, and ſuch 

© Covenants for repairs, as may be agreed on by parliament, will be 
the moſt effectual means of compleating the ſame, and of 
inſuring their being kept in conſtant order, 
8. That it is the opinion of this committee, that proper per- 
ſons ſhould be appointed by parliament to receive propoſals from, 
and treat with any companies for the above purpoſes, and to lay 
the ſame before this Houſe, the firſt day of next ieſſion. 

9. That it appears to this committee, that the Navigation-board 
had, on the 25th of March 1ſt, overdrawn their funds in the 
fum of 26,2841. 175. 05d. and iſſued warrants on the treafury for 
the ſame. | 

10. That it is the opinion of this committee, that ſuch over- 
drawing was contrary to law; but in as much as ſome monies have 
been expended by individuals in purſuance thereof, without being 
aware of the illegality of the grants, it will be expedient that 2 
fund ſhould be provided for paying the ſaid warrants reſpeCtively 
ſo ſoon as the commitſioners of impreſt accounts ſball certify the 
Juſt expenditure thereof, agreable to the ſeveral grants, or that 
ſecurity a7proyed of by them has been entered into for ſuch jult 
expenditure. ; i : / 

11. That it is the opinion of this committee, that in the ac- 
counting for ſuch expenditure no deduction thall be made, or al- 
lowance given by the ſaid commilſioners, for any premium, dif+ 
count or intereſt wnich ſhall exceed legal intereſt for the tame, 
from the time of dilcounting each warrant to the time the ſame 
ſhall be paid; but that the whole of the tum ſpecitied in the 
grant, or warrant, ſhall be expended agreeable thereto, except 
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uch ſum as may be paid or payable thereout, for ſuch intereſt or 
diſcount as aforeſaid. | 

12. That it is the opinion of this committee, that all powers 
given by law to the ſaid Navigation-board, or commiſſioners for 
promoting and carrying on inland navigations, ought to ceaſe 
when their preſent duties ſhall expire, on the 25th of March, 
1786, and that their corporation ſhould be diſſolved on that day, 
and no grants whatſoever be made by them from henceforward, 
except for ſalaries and charges attending their Houſe. 


Mr. FLood oppoſed the idea of giving a preference to the line 
from the Grand Canal to the Shannon; and ſaid that from the 
Barrow to the Shannon, through the Bog of Allen, was the line 
which deſerved priority of conſideration, 


Mr. Gx1rr1TH ſaid it was obvious that the honourable gen- 
tleman had not applied his attention to canals ; for it was a melan- 
choly truth, that the undertakers of the Grand Canal, having 
been under the neceſſity of carrying their work acroſs two fmall 
bogs not. more than a mile taken together, had been retarded ve- 
ry conſiderably in their progreſs, and had aQtually thereby incurred 
an expence of 12,0001, He aſſured the honourable member that if 
the Houſe ſhould inſiſt upon carrying the line through the Bog of 
Allen, they would get none but fools or madmen to undertake it. 
He wondered that gentlemen ſhould oppoſe the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, who came forward to appropriate 7oool. a year to 
theinland navigations z they ſhould rather ſnatch at the offer fot 
though there was no danger of the preſent miniſtry changing their 
mind upon a ſubject ſo advantageous to the kingdom, yet no man 
could lay, that before the expiration of the act by which the na- 
vigation fund is eſtabliſhed, (that is in March next) a miniſtry 
* not exiſt with ſentiments leſs favourable to the improvement 

Ireland, 


Sir Jon x BLaquieke ſupported the ſyſtem marked out 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and aſſured the commit- 
tee, that if it was once adopted, a company of opulent 
gentlemen was ready to ſubſcribe a ſum exceeding ioo, oool. to 
unite the Grand Canal with the Shannon, and thereby to form a 
junction between all the moſt conſiderable rivers of the kingdom. 


The kirſt reſolution propoſed by the Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer was put, and carried without a diviſion. 


'The committee then adjourned to Wedneſday, 


Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe an 


account of the ſeveral ſums of money which have been borrowed 


by the Ballaſt-office, with the particular dates of the ſecurities, 
and the perſons to whom due. 
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And alfo an account of the ſeveral ſums of money paid by 
them in diſcharge of principal and intereſt, with the dates of ſuck 
payments, from their inſtitution in 1909, to April 1784. 


—_— 


* — —_— N — — 


Sarus Ax, Mar 14, 1785. 


Mr. O'Hax a introduced a clauſe in the bill for regiſtering free. 
holders, to oblige frecholders of manors, who as ſuch have a 
right of voting, to register in the like manner as freeholders of 
countics. 

The clauſe was read twice, and adopted as part of the bill. 


Mr. Corry introduced another clauſe in the ſame bill, to 
compell all church-wardens in thoſe places where they have the 
cuſtcdy of regiſter books of electors, to hand them over at the 
expiration of their office to their ſucceſlors. 


Mr. FLoop,—I perceive by accounts juſt received, that the 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons have ordered all the evidence pro- 
duced on the ſubjett of the commercial adjuſtment between 
the two kingdoms to be printed. In this Houſe we were ſo 
unfortunate that we could not obtain any information whatever 
on that important buſineſs, The Britiſh miniſter, to his honour, 
has given every opportunity to the Houle to be.well and tho- 
roughly informed. Accounts were ordered to be laid before 
them, and witneſſes examined at the bar to every point.— Now, 
Sir, I wiſh we were poſſeſſed of that evidence, and thoſe returns, 
I therefore move, That an humble addreſs be preſented to 
the Lord Lieutenant, praying his Grace to uſe his influence that 
authentic copies of all the accounts and returns, and alſo of the 
evidence heard at the bar of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, may 
be laid before this Houſe,” 


Mr. Coxxy.—There appears a very ſtriking contraſt between 
the conduct of the Britiſh and Iriſh miniſtry, in reſpe& to tbe 
the propoſitions. The Britiſh miniſter, much to the credit of 
his candour and honour, gave every opportunity of information 
to the members that might enable them to decide with propriety 
on the very important meaſure. No account was refuſed, no 
delay denied, and he procured even evidence from this country, 
while an the contrary, here we could have no retpite: We were 
whipped and ſpurred through the buſineſs with indecent haſte. 
We could procure no information, no evidence; when we aſked 
for returns of liſts, we were refuted, or at leaſt told that they 
could not be procured. We could get no accounts from even 
our own cuſtom-houſe, but were left in the dark, implicitly to 


Dr 201 


follow the minifter. However, what we could not obtain is now 
before the Britiſh Parliament, and as it is better to have informa- 
tion late than never, I heartily ſecond the motion of my honour» 
able friend. | 


The Right Honourable Thomas OD ſaid he could not per- 
mit the idea one moment to remain that the propoſitions were not 
the ſenſe of the nation, or that the Houſe had not had every 
neceſſary information, and ſuch as had fully fatisfied it upon 
the ſu ject; however the difference of circumſtances of the two 
countries, made a more minute examination neceſſary in Eng- 
land than had taken place here; yet the Houſe having fully 
conſidered the ſyſtem of adjuſtment, had already tranſmitted the 
propolitions- a8 the nation's ſenſe. The motion made by the 
honourable member was uſeleſs as to the paſt, and premature 


2s to the future, becauſe they were not yet returned. He 
therefore moved the order of the day. 


Mr. Fl ooD.— This oppoſition to my motion does not ſur- 
rize me, as it is deſigned to preclude information, and is perfect- 
l conſiſlent with the ſyſtem. of precluſion hitherto adopted. But 
the right honourable gentleman bath ſaid, the propoſitions have 
had a final conſideration here—l deny it—He ſays they were 
the ſenſe of the nation—1I deny that alſo—they were the ſenſe 
of the Caitle—They were not originated by the Britiſh na- 
tion, they were not originated here, but by the miniſter.— 
The tenſe of the nation was for protecting duties; they were 
the national defire, The propoſitions are anti-protectional, and 
not the national deſire. In Britain no information was denied that 
was aſked z here the merchants begged to be heard, and were 
refuſed, In Britain a committee of the privy council took ſix 
weeks for conſideration, and at length declared the accounts 
were diſcordant z we had four days only allowed. But gentle- 
men have pledged themſelves to oppoſe the propoſitions, if 
they are returned with the alteration of a ſingle iota. The 
words are treaſured up in the public mind; and if honour, if 


conſcience, if truth remains, it will be ſeen by gentlemen 
keeping their words, a 


The CHaNnCeLLOR or THE Excurquer ſaid that the 
propoſitions contained the ſenſe of every man who wiſhed the 
proſperity either of this or the ſiſter kingdom; and to prove that 
they had been very ſtrongly marked as the ſenſe of that Houſe, 
he appealed to the extraordinary 2 of one, in which the 


boncurable gentleman had found himielf when he attempted to 
declare a contrary opinion. | 


Sir Joux PAXNELL faid that the preſent motion, which pro- 
lelled to defire information, was like many others, in reality only 


/ 
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intended for delay; that in Great Britain it was neceſſary for 

rlĩiament to enter into the whole detail of evidence, becauſe her 
import duties, by which Ireland was reſtrained from a free inter. 
courſe, were to be taken off; whereas this was not to be the 
Caſe with regard to the duties in Ireland. 

The Right Honourable Tous Oxrbs ſaid if the Houſe wa 
to agree to the motion made by the honourable gentleman, it 
would require ſome time befo e it could be complied with; there. 
fore, to prevent further trouble, he declared that when the pro- 

fitions were returned, they ſhould be accompanied with every 
information the Houſe ſhould think neceflary. 


The Honourable D:xnx1s BO ſaid that what were called 
protecting duties were by no means the ſenſe of the nation, they 
were nat the ſenſe of Munſter and Connaught, much lefs of Ul. 
ſter, whoſe linen manufacture they would certainly deſtroy: 
Nay, he even doubted whether they were the ſenſe fairly taken 
of any one county in Leinſter. 


Sir NicuoLas LawLess faid that he entirely a with 
the gentlemen who had ſpoken before him, of the utility of ad 
dreſling for the papers, &c. in the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs; 
that if the propoſitions were agreed to in England, he thought 
the Houſe bound by their reſolutions. But that he could not help 
adverting to an aſſertion mad: by the honourable gentleman 01 
the other ſide, that ptotecting duties were the wiſh of the people 
of this country: I bat he was of a very different opinion from 
the honourable gentleman, as he believed that protecting duties 
were at preſent the wiſh of a very ſma l part of the kingdom, pet- 
haps of only a few individuals in the Liberties of this city, who, 
from the narrow ſpirit of monopoly, would ſacrifice the linen 
trade and the general intereſts of the country to their own emo- 
lument. That we had ſufficient knowledge of that confined 
way cf thinking, from the example of Mancheſter and other ma- 
nufacturing towns in the ſiſter country, That for his part he 
looked on protecting duties as a moſt dangerous meaſure, tending 
to alienate and raiſe a ſpirit of diſunion and divifion between the 
two kingdoms, That if we defired to continue in amity with 
Britain, which he believed to be the wiſh of every gentleman in 
the Houſe, no better means could be deviſed for the purpoſe than 
to blend their intereſis, which had always appeared to him to be 
the evident intention of the propoſitions. That the propoſitions 
inſuted to this kingdom a reciprocity of benefit and protection, 
ard it ſcemed but juit ſhe ſhould contribute to the general defence, 
That a great and reſpectable aſſembly, like that in which he had 
the hondur of ſpeaking, muſt take things on a large ſcale, and 
look at the intereſts, not only of this kingdom, but of the empite 
of which ſhe conſtituted ſo reſpeQable a part; that ſuch he be- 
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r ſeved to be the ſpirit of the propoſitions, which he looked upon 
q to he, both in a commercial and political light, one of the wiſeſt 
K meaſures ever paſſed in that Houſe 3 and that he hoped and be- 
ue lieved they would be more effectual to promote the harmony and 


intereſts of the ſiſter countries, than the celebrated Amphitionic 


13 council was to preſerve the concord and advantage of the Gre- 
it cian ſtates. | 

e· Mr. Flood riſing again, the Chancellor of the Exchequer re- 
0+ commended ſome attention to order, and hoped the honuurable 
1 member would confine himſelf to explanation. The Speaker at 


the ſame time riſing, requeſted gentlemen to obſerve the orders 
ed of the Houſe. 


ey Mr. Fi.00D ſaid that was not the firſt time he had experienced 
Jl the good ſenſe and moderation of the Speaker, whoſe all-ſcein 
7 ſagacity and unfeeling impartiality he had long entertained a jul 
ler ſenſe of; for the preſent, he ſaid, he would withdraw his motion, 
as the right honourable Secretary had promiſed to lay before the 
rith Houſe the whole purport of what his motion required, 
ad- Mr. Secretary O« De begged the honourable gentleman would 
ls; not ſay for him more than he had ſaid for himſelf. His declaration 
ght w3s, that when the propoſitions were returned, they ſhould be 
clp «companied with every information the Houſe ſhould think 
_ aecelſary. . 
* Mr. Coxxy.,—The Right Honourable Baronet [Sir John 
ties Parnell] hath pointed to me. My motions for papers were not 
per- with any deſign of delay. I was refuſed on the pretence that they 
rho, were not in the power of the Houſe to procure. Sir, moſt of 
inen them were. We have an equalizer of duties; why do we pay 
an ſuch an officer, if we cannot procure from him ſuch accounts of 
ined both Britiſh and Iriſh duties as I wanted ? For the other accounts 
ant | moved an addreſs; that was refuſed alſo. Now, indeed, we 
t he are offered the evidence of Great Britain—when? Why, when 
ding the propolitions come back; that is, when they can be of no uſe; 
1 the and it is now offered becauſe, perhaps, men are aſhamed of hay- 
with ing refaſed information. But I had rather obtain this evidence 
an in now by the motion, becauſe it will come fooner, and becauſe 
than that now offered may be garbled by being kept in the power of 
to be miniſtry, who will only give as much of it as they pleaſe. 


tions The Right Honourable Joun Bexzsrorp ſaid the motion of 


chon, the laſt honourable gentleman had been refuſed, not from a deſire 
ſence, to withhold any poilible information from the Houſe, but becauſe 
e had entlemen hrs ® as not attempt what they knew to be impoſlible. 
s — he motion of the honourable gentleman went to require that 
m 


__ an account fall goods and wares that ever had, or by any chance 
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ever might hereafter be imported into, or exported from Great 
Britain or Ireland, together with the duties, drawbacks, and 
tountres on each, ſhould be laid before the Houſe. Now, az 
this was impract cable for the committioners, even with regard to 
Ireland, and ſtill more impracticable with regard to England, 
they had oppoſed the motion. 


Mr. G+1rF1TH ſaid he held himſelf bound in candour to vote 
againſt the motion of the honourable gentleman, He thought it 
would be fair to wait till the propoſitions were returned; nor 
would he then think it incumbent on him to reject them for the 
alteration of an iota, or any alteration that did not change them 
in fubſtance and in etiect, 


The ATtTorney Gre ſaid he ſhould in the caſe of the 
propoſitions, as he would in every other caſe, act to his beſt 
judgment for the advantage of the country, and with that regard 
to truth and honour which ſhould ever di':1nguiſh a member of 
parliament. © he honourable gentleman might depend on it, he 
would not obſerve an ignominious filence for ſeven years, if 
meaſurcs were to be propuled injurious to the welfare of Ireland, 


Mr. Flood attempted to reply, but was immediately called to 
order by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and a clamour inſtantly 
commenced, which made it impoſſible to hear diſtinctly what 
was laid. The Speaker called repeatedly to order, and then the 
Houſe was immediately cleared of ſtrangers. 


Sir Joux BLaqQuizke ſaid that the conduct of the honour- 
able gentleman [Mr. Flood] having been of ſuch a nature, that 
no member of the Houſe had any right to think it perſonal to 
bimſelf, it remained with them to ſupport the dignity of their 
Speaker, whoſe authority had manifeſtly been ſet at naught, for 
no man knew better than the honourable gentleman himſelf, that 
the rule of the Houſe was, that wienever the Speaker roſe to 
order, every member ſhould fit down. 


Mr. FLoop declared his reſpe& for the Houſe and for the 
Speaker. 


The Houſe adjourned til! Wedncſday. 
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WrepxesDay, May 18, 1785. 


The Reverend Thomas Ly ſter, aſſiſtant ſecretary to the Dublin 
Society, preſented to the toute, purtuant to their order, in 
account of the ſums of money accruing to the Dublin Society 
to diſcharge all orders and engagements of their's for the en- 
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couragement of agriculture and planting, manufactures, fine arts, 
falaries, and all contingencies, to the 42th of May, 1785. 


A petition of the merchants, traders, and principal inhabitants 
of the town of Belfaſt, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſet- 
ting forth chat the preſent ſituation of the harbour of Belfaſt is ſuch 
33 requires the moſt vigorous exertions for its improvement, and 
that rather than further time ſhould elapſe, petitioners are ſatiC- 
fed that an additional tax ſhould be laid on ſhipping, provided 
the revenue ſo raiſed ſhall be entirely expended within the har- 
bour, and the conduct of it entruſted to perſons intereſted in the 
trade and ſhipping of Belfaſt, and ſ.omitting the premiles to the 
conſideration of the Houſe, 


g Mr. GzoxG6e Poxso vz moved the order of the day for 
of committing the revenue bull, a9 
, The bill was committed, Mr. George Ponſonby in the chair. 


The title and preamble being poſtponed, the bill was read 
through till it came to that claule by which the ſmuggler who 
ſhall thoot at, or wound any revenue officer, within an» part of 
ly this kingdom, or any of the ports thereof, or within four leagues 
of any of its coaſts, and who ſhall not, within forty days after 
proclamation in the Gazette, and notice given in the two neareit 
market towns for apprehending him, ſurrender himſelf to the 
laws, ſhall be liable to ſuffer death. 


Mr. Bo. LO w faid that he was averſe to transferring to 
the privy council the right of trial in — circumſtances. He 
felt the advantages of the conſtitutional trial by jury, and he did 
hot wiſh to reſign them. This clauſe made an inattention to, or 
pnorance of the proclamation of the privy council, and that 
thout. any other notice but the Gazette, a felony ; ſo if a man 
bas been abſent when this charge has been made againſt him, and 
Jas wanted an opportunity of proving his innocence, he ſhall be 
ucked up without ceremony, | 


vir Bo v Roc deſcribed the enormities committed by the 
upzlers along all that coaſt, and through all that tract of coun- 
y which reaches from the river Shannon to the Old Head of Kin- 
ale, and which he called the grand mart of contraband trade. 
n this part of the kingdom that lawlets deſcription of men, 
med, accoutred, and regimented, marched in open day, con- 
vying their goods in defiance of all oppoſition, frequently en- 
vuntering, and generally from their numbers overcoming the 
all bodies of troops detached againſt them. Theſe excelles, he 
0ught, called loudly upon the legiſlature to enact rigorous laws, 
ich if rigorouſly put into execution, and if the members of 
e Houſe were unanimous in a deſire of ſuppreſſing ſmuggling, 
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would put a ſtop to that evil, and double the revenue of the ſtate 
without laying one new tax upon the ſubject. As to the circum. 


ſtance f making it felony to ſhoot at a revenue officer, that, he 17 
faid, was not new, for the white-boy act already made it felony " 
to ſhoot at any perſon maliciouſly, even if he was not wounded of 
by ſuch ſhooting. | ke 
The ATTorNey GeNFRAL faid that the ſame clauſe had been be 
in force in England fince the year 1946. That as it had been Ct 
ſuffered in that country, (a country which is ſo cautious of any th 
infraction of its liberty) thus long, it could not be thought a very ha 
ſevere attack made upon it here. He, however, meant to modify to 
it by a clauſe which he inten-led to propoſe : it was, ** that any tio 
perſon who ſhall be guilty of maliciouſl» ſhooting at, wounding, co 
or otherwiſe maiming any revenue officer, in the execution d 5 
his duty, may be indicted in any county, whether the fact ha if; 
been committed in the county or not; and that if ſuch perſon, cla 
ſo indicted, ſhall not ſurrender within forty days after a prock- anc 
mation has been iſſued by the Lord Lieutenant and privy cour- Fo 
cil, in conſequence of a certificate of an indictment found, that the 
then ſuch perſon ſhall be conſidered as guilty of felony,” An 
Mr. FLood aſked if the perſon ſo accuſed might not be i- by 
diQted in any county in the kingdom? | "ha 
The ATTorney GeneraAL.—Certainly, The reaſon of thi he | 

is, crimes of this ſort may be committed four leagues from the to 
ſhore, ſo as not to be brought within any county, and I ther- put 
fore wiſh to bring it within the power of the term grand jury abſe 
when the aſſizes were over, without any poſſibility of enquiriy clar 
into the fact. As to the poſlibility of tucking up a man withou one 
ceremony, I mean by a proviſo to remedy that; my provid the 
ſhall go to enable the party, when he has been out of the king as 1 
dom, to plead it in arreſt of judgment, that a jury might ty as | 
the faQ, tion 
Mr. Joun WoLre.—l have attended to what the learnt NM 
gentleman has ſaid upon this ſut ject, and declare myſelf fron Wy of f 
every principle averſe to the clauſe. It has been ſaid by his, enur 
that it has been the law of England theſe nine and thirty yea one 
but granting it to be ſo, I do not think that even the example «MF a wi 
Great Britain ought to be followed when that example att able 
the very vitals of the conſtitution, It has been ſaid fhat 1 theſe 
complaint has been made in that country againſt the l to f 
Why? Becauſe it bas never been put into execution; dreg 
why? I will tell you the reaſon: becauſe no miniſter ever 0% The 

to put it into execution. If that be the caſe, and ] aſſert it fary 


be the caſe, it is a dead letter, though a diſgrace upon d 
Natute books. x gh on of in 
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Nor can I agree to the amendment propoſed, as 1 do not 
apprehend that it can anſwer the ends which I wiſh. My idea 
is that in all criminal charges ſuch notice ſhall be given as to 
enable the perſon to defend himſelf, and to be fully apprized 
of the nature and circumſtances of the charge; but the right 
honourable gentleman has ſtated, that the perfon accuſed may 
be indicted in any county. Thus, if the fact be perpetrated in 
Corke, he may be indicted in the north of Ireland; and ſurely 
this can be no notice to the party accuſed, The reaſon which 
has been given is, that the crime may happen at ſea; but this 
to me is neither ground or reaſon for varying the old conſtitu- 
tional mode of proſecuting by indictment in the proper 
country, 

The right honourable gentleman has, in his ſtatement, ſaid 
if a ſmuggler did ſo and ſo. But are theſe the words of the 
clauſe? No, the words are, if any perſon or perſons do fo 
and ſo,” they ſhall incur the penalties preſcribed by the act. 
For my part, I ſay again I cannot conceive any reaſon why 
there ſhould be in this caſe a variation from the law of the land. 
And I feel it highly dangerous to vary the uſual methods or to 
change the proceis of law on any account, I am ſure the 
right honourable gentleman wiſhes to ſupport the conſtitution z 
but the means he at preſent adopts are not ſalutary. The notice 
f thi he propoſes to give, which is to affe&t a man's life, is a notice 
m the to be publiſhed in a paper which is never read; and a ſingle 


ther publicacion in the Gazette is to attaint a man who has been 
jury abſent in France. In the legal proceſs of _ certain pro- 
Jaritz clamations take place; whereas, upon the preſent occaſion, 
/ithout one publication in a paper, ſcarcely going into any one part of 
provid the kingdom, is to finally and completely outlaw. For theſe, 
- king as well as for many other objeQtions, I am againſt this clauſe, 
ht tt u being deſtructive of liberty, and ſubverſive of the conſtitu- 
tion, 

learnel  Mr.Keanney faid he was averſe to multiplying the number 
elf fron of felonies, becauſe he remembered that Mr. fultice Blackſtone 
by bin, enumerates that catalogue, by mnch too many, as amounting to 
yeni one hundred and ſixty. The fame juſt and able judge ſays, that 
ample d 2 wiſe and good government ought not to exerciſe unjuſtifi- 
attach able means to enforce good laws. He felt this to be one of 
that u theſe unjuſtifiable means. The dregs of the people are read 

he lu to ſwear any thing, and the revenue officers are from theſe 
on; u dregs. What danger may then not be apprehended from them? 
ver due There is one way of rendering this kind of clauſe unneceſ- 
Tert it 9 fry It has been experienced in England in the caſe of 


pon i 


teu. Lower the duties and you put an end to the temptation 
of ſmuggling. ; 
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Mr. Coxny,—This clauſe is, Sir, of ſuch a nature as to ren. 
der it impoſſible ſo to amend it as to ſuit it to the Houſe, and [ 
think the right honourable gentleman owes parliament ſome apo- 
logy for his haſtineſs in bringing in ſuch a clauſe. Its being a part 
of the Engliſh law can be no reaſon why we ought to adopt it, 
The parliament of England is no more inf. llible than the par. 
liament of this country, and I confeſs myſelf averſe from any 
thing tending to abridge the principles of the conſtitution. At 
law there are many guards againſt outlawry, By Magna Charta 
it is declared, that no man ſhall be outlawed but by the judgment 
of his peers. 

There was a violent act of one of the Edwards, or Hen 
VIII. and from its violence it fell into diſuſe, as will be the caſe 
with this, if it ſhall be adopted. It is ſtated at large in Hale's Pleas 
of the Crown, and the obſervations thereon are tuch as to ſhew to 
every perſon: the danger and impropriety of fuch acts, unleſs 
where there is a better opinion of men than I confeſs myſelf at 
preſent to entertain, In the proceſs of outlawry, all the forms 
are ſo neceſſary, that the ſmalleſt deviation is error. But here you 
are to abridge all the form and all the time by law required ; and 
all to take away the life of a man by a mere ſummary proceſs, 
In the preſent bill you make the principal and acceſſary equally 
culpable and equally puniſhable : In the common law proceſs of 
outlawry, they are widely diſtinguiſhed ; and it will be impoſli- 
ble to go into the caſe of che one, until the fate of the other has 
been determined upon. : 

I ſhall not pretend to go into the queſtion as a lawyer; but] 
ſhall always venture to look into queſtions of law which tend to 
militate againſt the conſtitution z nor will Jever conſent to ſhorten 
the proceſs of outlawry, to injure any man, by putting him at 
the mercy of any malign or perjured rufhan ; and when I ſee that 
it is the deſite of the preſent adminiſtration, in every inſtance, to 
wiſh to diminiſh the trial by jury, when I have the doQtine ſo 
argued and ſo ſettled, | feel it impollible for any man not to la- 
ment and expreſs his diſſatisfaction at ſuch meaſutes. For my 
own part, I feel it my duty to oppoſe every ſuch clauſe as inno- 
vates upon the right of trial by jury, the great ſecurity and bul- 
wark of conſtitutional freedom. 


Sir Hexcutes LanGrISHe faid the clauſe was no innovation, 


there having been one equally ſevere in the 25th of his late ma- 
jeſty, againſt men enliſting ſoldiers for a foreign enemy, 


Sir Francis HUTCHiNSON read the Engliſh act referred to, 
and wiſhed the word dangerouſly might be inſerted before the 
word wounded, in the clauſe, 

Mr. Bexesroxd faid he did not ſee the neceſſity of inſerting 
the word dangerouſly. \ 
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Mr. Ba Oo. N Low ſaid he felt the offence of liſting men for a 
foreign enemy, to be greater than that of ſhooting at a revenue 
officer, and he did not think it right in this light manner to de- 
prive a man of his life, It was ſaid that in England this is the 
law ; for his part, if on the other fide of the water they were 
willing to part with their lives without a trial by jury, he deſired 
in that reſpect no reciprocity. Every body knows the evidence 
to be received by a grand jury, and how little reaſon there is for 
concluding a man guilty, becauſe they had found a bill, 


Mr. Bzooks ſaid he hoped gentlemen did not ſeriouſly intend 
to preſs the clauſe, He was as much as any man an enemy to 
W ſmugglers, but he would not diſgrace the ſtatute book, by a law 
ouſting the trial by jury, —He withed to or — ſmugglers, but 


| 
ö not at the expence of our beſt and deareſt conſtitutional privi- 
$ lege. * 
Mr. O*'Ha& A ſaid he was alſo againſt it, as in his opinion inno- 
8 cent perſons might, by the malice of informers, be brought within 
4 the danger of this clauſe, which he thought much too ſevere for 
J the crime of ſhooting at a revenue officer, Murder itſelf might 
| be bailable, under certain circumſtances, but the crime of oppo- 
J ling the revenue, by this act, might not be bailed. He took no- 
. tice that the example of England, in which this law had exiſted 
1 near forty years, had been urged; but if the law had there been 
enforced, which by the bye was not the caſe, ſo bad an example 
1 ought not to be followed ; if it had not been enforced, or was 
5 not intended to be enforced, then it was uſeleſs and injurious to 
5 the ſtatute book to fill it up with dead letter. Upon the whole, 
1 conſidering it merely as a law, inflicting death or forfeiture without 
hat giving a trial by jury, he held it his duty to oppoſe it. 


Mr. Bus us ſaid he preferred the clauſe to the common law 
proceſs, | 


Mr. CR AX. I cannot give a ſilent vote upon a clauſe of this 
lind; a clauſe which militates afainlt every principle of common 
law, I obje& to it, as tending to introduce a confuſion in the 
nature of crimes. I object to it as introducing a novel mode of 
proceeding in criminal charges. I object to it as making the privy 
council take ſo unconſtitutional, and ſo obnoxious a part againſt 
the lives and freedoms of the people. I object to it as putting a 
man out of the protection of the law. I object to it as proffering 
inpunity to the offenders, by the very ſeverity which it holds 
out, I ohject to it as bringing a diſgrace upon the ſtatute book, 
by that ſeverity which indeed leaves the revenue deſerted, 
ville it affects to intimidate ſmugglers, but really encourages 
mem. — The learned baronet [dir Hercules Langriſhe] has ſaid that 


this is a milder manner of procedure than that of the act he allud- 
Voi. V. P 
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to ; he ſaid, that in the one caſe the ouftlawry was the con- 
equence of preſentment, in the other of indiQment z but the 
learned member, in his reſearches, muſt ſurely long fince have found 
out, that inditment and preſentment were one and the fame thing, 
and therefore this mildneſs is not to be found. And I call upon 
every man of humanity in the Houſe to ſay, whether they wil! 
ſuffer a man thus lighty to be diveſted of the trial by Jury. Ano- 
ther learned gentleman has ſaid, that there was little or no differ- 
ence between this and a common outlawry z but he has himſelf 
acknowledged that it differs widely, for he has ſtated that there 
was no proclamation. | 


The Ar ToRN EY General. —Yes by the privy council. 


Mr. Couxx an.—1!did not hear the words, nor do I believe thit 
any ſuch words were ſaid, but take it ſo. Is this notice to one 
upon the high ſeas ? What notice is it to any one of ourſelves? 

How often has any one of you all met the Dublin Gazette! 
Conſider how often you all may become liable to puniſhment under 
this clauſe, Suppoſe your own ſon dines at your table, and i 
Charged by a falſe accuſer of this crime, for entertaining hin 
you become guilty of a felony, and are liable to be tranſported; 
and for a ſecond offence are fubject to the penalty of death, la 
ſhort, Sir, this clauſe makes the offence worſe than murder, and 
be will only have acted cunningly who perpetrates murder far 
be brings himſelf within the ordinary purview of the law. Tis 
Clauſe, I ſay, tends to produce a contuſion which is not juſtin 
the forms of law. I wiſh to aſk if the offence for which it E 
vides a remedy, be a higher offence than any known by our lan. 
If it be, you ought not to have a leſs degree of evidence. If i 
be a leſs offence, then you ought not to put the criminal in a work 

ſituation than a greater offender, 1 hope that when gentlemen 
bring forward meaſures of this ſort, they mean to do fo upon 
wiſe, political, and prudent motives. If there be defects in the 
law as to outlawry, let the committee fit down with the ſpirit of 
legiſlators to amend it, not with the ſpirit of pedlars, or at ths 
little petulant motion cf a revenue IM to piece and patch ⁊ 
bill which ſeems as if it had been drawn up by ſome of the clerks 
in office, who were perfectly ignorant of law, I beſcech gentle 
men, upon this occaſion, to open the eyes of juſtice, and not 
permit her to look through little viſtoes at what ought to be a 


object of her wideſt conſideration, I am not a ſufficient waſtet of 


futurity to ſee to what this clauſe may be perverted, though! 
can now feel that every gentleman may be brought within its c- 
minal purview without his knowledge, and therefore hope hit 
every gentleman will join me in my deteſtation of it, 


Mr. Mason faid he approved of the clauſe, as it was amended. 
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Mr. Mook r.— I am indifferent about ſmugglers, but T am not 
ſo about the cenfitution. Provide any method cf ſuppreſſing 
| ſmu;gling and encouraging the fair trader, but do not eſſentially 

injure the conſticution. 


F 


Mr. Az Thur BROWN T.—I humb'y beg leave to ſay, that no 
one gentleman has to- night attempred to ſhew one — for the 
departure, in the preſent inſtance, from the line of the conſtitu- 

tion. It has been faid that this is a great offence. Granted. So 

is murder, fo is ſelon y; vet it has not been thought proper to add 

any ſuch mode of outlawery for the ſuppreiſio of theſe crimes, 

It is well for the revenue officers, who have fo many friends in 

the Houſe, Theſe friends knew that there was an at already 

making it a felony of death malicioufly to ſhoot at any man; 

and knowing too that no man can he hanged twice, they have, 

to prevent ſhooting at revenue officers, ordained that they who 

are guilty of that fact, ſhould be hanged without any trial. ror 

my part I am a lawyer and would with to extend the ſame pri- 

vilege to mv hrother-lawyers. I am ſure that if this bill be pro- 

ſecuted with the proper ſpirit of the mild framers of it, in half a 

year it will have the effect of depopulating one-balf of the 7 
kingdom. 

Every perſon who knows any thing of the criminal practice of 
this country, knows that the indictment being found is no notice, 
And I am ſure if the Gazette can be notice to a common felon, 
he is much happier than Jam, for I have not ſeen the Gazette 
thelc two years. The gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe 
refuſed the bill for the hetter population of the country, from my 
boneurable friend; and now, to complete that meaſure, they here 
produce a clauſe fur the depopulation of the country. I am ſorry 
to ſee that a wiſh to depart from the principles of the conſtitution, 


and a def re of adopting ſummary convictions, has become the 
falhion of the times. 


Right Honourable Joux BrNESTOR D. It is objected that the 
example of England, where this law has exiſted near forty years, ; 
is not a reaſon why we ſhould adopt ic here. I think if in that 
length of time it has been found uſeful, it is a very ſtrong reaſon 
why we ſhould apply their experience to our advantage z andif 
ever it could be neceſſaty in Ireland, *tis now, when the late re- 
gulations in Greit bricain may he ſuppoſed to have driven the 
ſmugglers from that country into this, 

It has been ſaid that there is no occaſion for ſuch a law here. 
I hall ſkew gentlemen that there is very great occaſion. 

The ſmugglers now carry on their trade in large veſſels of con- 
iderable force, and manned wich a great number of deſperadoes, 
who not content with detending themſelves, attack every revenue 
cutter they meet to any advantage. 
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Every one remembers the death of Captain Vickers, who was 
murdered by imugglers. Every one knows that the Black Prince 
and the Black Princeſs, two ſmuggling veſſels from Ruſh, were 
the moſt miſchievou privateers that during the courſe of any war 
committed depr-dations on our coat z they brought cargoes of 
goods which they run to the injury of the revenue; and they 
plundered and deſtroyed a greater number of veſſels than any 
other pirates t at ever went before them. 

But to come nearer the preſent day; very lately a ſmuygler, 
called the Shilela, mounting 18 twelve pounders, fired into the 
Mary revenue cruiſer, and had nearly ſent her to the bottom.— 
The Dogger Bank ſmuggler did the fame twice. 

Within this month one of the King's cutters has been taken 
and burnt by the ſmugglers. 


Mr. DoxNn.—T am ſurprized to hear that it has been contend. 
ed that this is more humane than the proceſs of common lay, 
If at common. law a man be indicted on the oath of twelve men, 
it is thought reaſonable he ſhould go upon his trial; for from 
that indiment there arrives an imputation of guilt againſt him, 
At common law too, the bills are found in the county where 
the characters of the proſecutors and proſecuted are equally known; 
and where they can form a reaſonable judgment of the veracity 
of both parties. Now, Sir, compare this mode with the one now 
to be adopted. The term grand-jury are to determine on the ef- 
minality of a perſon, upon the oath of a perſon whom they never 
knew, and that azainſt a man equally unknown to them, perhaps 
from the county of Kerry, the river Kenmure, or Lough-fwilly 
in the county of Donegal. Perhaps, too, that very grand jut), 
if they knew the characters of hot“, would have refuſed the iu- 
dictment. If gentlemen will attend to the bill, they will ſee that 
with regard to notice, this is a groſs deviation, Firft, the bill 
when found at the allizes, there is not a pariſh that there is not 
ſome body who attends for his own private buſineſs at the aſſizes, 
and who can communicate what has happened. The proclama- 
tions previous to the outlawry - muſt be made five ſeveral times in 
the county court, in an interval of five months, in which he 13 


called upon to come in and ſurrender himſelf, and his not doing 


it is a violent pretumption to conclude him guilty : But in 3 
foreign country the ſame preſumption does not arrive. We all 
know too well how ready the common pcople are for perjury 
and the revenue officers are from the lower dregs of the people. 
] am ſure, Sir, that a thoufand inſtances might be had in a very 
ſhort period of this unhappy depravity, Ihe forty days notice 
which 1s talked of is not a fact. Let us ſee what it 13! The no- 
tice in the Gazette is nonſenſe—it is not notice to the gentlemen 
in this Houte, I call upon the humanity of the Houſe to attend, 


- 
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The next notice 13, the clerk of the council has fix days allowed 
| to ſend notice to the ſherilfs, and the ſheriffs have fourteen days 
to ſend to the next market towns, ſo that the boaſted forty days 
| are abridged to twenty Th is taking every thing together, it is 
; a gtoſs violation of the conſtitution. 

f Having ſaid thus much, may I beg leave to ſay a word or two 
7 to the — of the meaſure, In all the, inſtances which have 
7 heen cited there has not been one in which this clauſe could be of 
any avail, 


5 Sir He NY CA vENDISH moved to extend the forty days men- 
tioned in the clauſe to ſixty days; the committee divided. 

Ayes — 43 
n Noes — — 100 


After ſome further progreſs the committee adjourned. 


V, —— — ——— — —  — — 2 

ny ; 

* Tuuxs Dax, May 19, 1785. 

n. 

re The Houſe went into a committee, Sir Richard Johnſton in 
nz the chair, on a bill to regulate the proceedings in manor courts. 

K Mr. Boyp oppoſed the principles of the bill, as intending to 
"WW : 
= extend the power and make the proceedings more burthenſome in 
1 ſeneſchal manor courts, which he heartily wiſhed, for the benefit 
| of the ſubje&, were to be totally aboliſhed, and therefore he moved 
ly that the chairman do now leave the chair. 

ris Mr. Ho. Mes ſeconded the, motion, expreſſed the ſame wiſh, 
in- and reprobated one of the clauſes, which provided that none but 
hat attornies or lawyers ſhould be ſeneſchals of manors. 

a Mr. ALEXANDER MONTGOMERY ſaid he did not wonder that 
- gentlemen of the law ſhould have a wiſh to aboliſh manor courts, 
— u thereby there would be more buſineſs in the Four Courts, - 
$ in Mr. Bovp replied that he underſtood ſuch an abolition would 
e i3 rather leſſen the buſineſs of the Four Courts, which was at preſent 
ing WI conſiderable from the blunders of ſeneſchals. 

* 1 Mr. ChaxLes O' NEIL L ſaid manor courts were uſeful for the 
Soo recovery of ſmall debts, . 

= Mr. O'Hax a ſaid he liked the principle of the bill, but diſ- 
very lized the clauſe mentioned, as he conceived that the receivers of 
tice the rents of manors, were the fitteſt perſons to preſide as ſeneſchals, 
got and not to make the judges of theſe courts out of attornies and 


en lawyers, who would promote litigation and increaſe oppreſſion, 
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Mr. Ke ANNE declared his ſentiments were ſimilar, 


Mr. Ba ow N LOW faid he believed that as no lawyer of conſe. 
quence, or any but a pettifogger of an attorney, would accept 
the office of ſeneſchal of a county manor, a receiver of ren; 
would be a more eligible perſon, 


Mr. Coxnan—l am clearly of opinion, that manor courts ars 
à public nuiſance. The due adminiſtration of juſtice amonx the 
poor is of the higheſt importance, and demands the peculiar atten. 
tion of the legiſ};ture, All manor courts are ſubverſive of that 
juſtice : for if ev et the matter in queſtion comes before a jury, 
what equity can b2expeQed from a jury that mutt neceſſarily he 
taken from among the dependants of the lord of che manor, and 
dare not give a verdidt contrary to the opinion or directions of 
ſome forlorn lawyer, or forlurn attorney, who is appointed the 
ſeneſchal, though the molt improper perſon that can be found for 
the office; and none but men of that deſcription will undertake 
it. Beſides, the expences of a ſuit of forty ſhillings in 2 manor 
court are ſometimes as great as if the debt in queſtion was for two 
or three hundred pounds. Another realon againſt theſe courts, 
and ftill more againſt making their proceedings more ſummary 
than they now are, (which is one object of this Hill) is that ga 
cauſes that come before it are really very intricate, and ought not 
to be determined by ſuch petty and incompetent juriſdictions; 
and I can appeal to =P learned friend [Mr. Charles O'Neill] whe 
ther ſome cauſes ariſing from civil bil!s, are not as difficult to 
decide as almoſt any others, that are litigated. 


Sir Hexnxy Cavendisn faid he allowed that ſome objection 
might be made againſt ſome parts of the biii, but ſubmitted whe- 
ther it would not be better to delay any farther progreis in this 
bill till to-morrow, againſt which time gentlemen might turn it 
in their minds, and try if the objectionable parts could not be 
amended. 


The chairman reported progreſs, and had leave to fit again 
ta- morrow. 


The Houſe being reſumed, it was ordered that the farther con. 


ſideration of the report of the goal committee, be poſtponed til 
Saturday. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole Houle 
on the revenue bill, and proceeded without any debate till the 
clauſe was read, which direQs that whenever a private ſtill ſhall 
be ſeized and condemned, the grand jury of the county in which 
ſuch till ſhall have been fo ſeized and condemned, ſhall, upon 4 
proper certificate thereof, ſigned by the chief or ſub-commiiſionetꝭ 
preſent, if in the country upon the town land, or if in Dublin, 


* 
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of any city ot great town, the pariſh where ſuch ſtill was found, 
y the ſum of 20/. one half to the informer, and the other half 
to the uſe of the country, 


The Right Honourable WILLIAUu BxownLow obſcrved, 
that this alteration of the laſt act, amercing the town land, and 
not as formerly the pariſh where a clandeſtine ſtill ſhould be 
found, was perfeQly conſiſtent with juſtice, as none could ſuffer 
by it but people who muſt be privy to the fraud; and as the col- 
leQion of the revenue was a matter highly intereſting to every 
man in the nation, particularly to gentlemen of landed property, 
whoſe rents could not be paid if the fair diſtiller was not protected, 
he doubted not the clauſe would have very beneficial effects. He 
thought the reaſon that grand juries had not complied more gene- 
rally with the former law, was, that from the wording of it they 
did not think it compulſory z and they confidered that amercing 
{ whole pariſh, many of whoſe inhabitants might he ignorant of 
2 Clandeſtine ſtill working, perhaps at a conſiderable diſtance 
from them, would not be ſtrictly juſt. 


The queſtion being put upon the clauſe, it paſſed without any 


diviſion. 


The committee then proceeded, and the clerk having read the 
clauſe which recites, “ that whereas the grand juries of ſeveral 
counties had declined to preſent money, purſuant to the former 
— whereby many perſons had been encouraged to keep private 

ills,” 

Mr. Da ſaid he faw no neceſſity for ſuch a preamble to the 
enacting clauſe which was next to follow; it was, in his opinion, 
utterly uſeleſs, and could only ſerve to give offence to ſuch 
grand juries as under the former act did not think themſelves 


obliged to preſent, He therefore moved that it ſhould be ſtruck 
out, 


Mr. Bxookxt (of Donegal) ſaid he roſe for the ſame purpoſe, 
He therefore ſeconded the motion. 


Mr. BexesroxrD declared his conſent, as his object was not 


to offend any man, or body of men, but to have the revenue duly 
collected. 


The reciting clauſe was ſtruck out accordingly. 


The enaCting clauſe was then read, which direQs the judges 
of aſſize, juſtices of the peace, &c, to charge the grand juries, 
that whenever a certificate, ſigned by the commillioners or ſub- 
commiſſioners, of a clandeſtine (till having been ſeized and con- 
demned, ſhall be laid before a grand jur — the place where ſuch 
ſtill ſhall be ſo ſeized and condemned, they ſhall immediately pte- 
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ſent the ſum of 20l. as aforeſaid z and in caſe they ſhall negled 
or omit to make the ſaid preſentment on or before the laſt day of 
their reſpective aſſizes, quarter ſeſſions, &c. that then and in that 
caſe it ſhall not be lawful for any judge, &c. to fiat any pre- 
ſentment which ſuch grand jury ſhall have made for roads or 
bridges. | 

Mr. Jonx Worre ſaid that compelling a grand jury thus 
to preſent, was a groſs violation of their rights, and a direct in- 
fringement of their oath; that he conſidered it as a miniſterial 
meaſure to reduce the conſequence and weight of grand juries, 
and of juries in general, and perhaps to punith counties in which 
meetings, diſagreeable to government, had been held. Caſes of 
colluſion might ariſe, and come within the cognizance of jurors, 
which would make it impoſſible for them to preſent without be- 
coming abettors of fraud. That the oath of a grand-juror com- 
pelled him to preſent without fear or favour whatever was pre- 
ſentable, and not to preſent whatever was not preſentable. That 


men of tender conſciences might not think themſelves warranted . 


to preſent in caſes where they might be convinced a fraud actually 
exiſted, and that by their delicacy much inconvenience might 
ariſe to the counties, by the judges being obliged to nil all pre- 
ſentments for roads or bridges. Some latitude of diſcretion ought, 
therefore, to be allowed to grand juries; they ſhould be obliged 
to preſent the ſums required, only becauſe they ſhould be fully 
ſatisfied that the ſtil] had been fairly condemned. 


The Right Honourable Joun Brxtsrord ſaid that this was 
not the only caſe in which the law was compulſory on grand 
juries to preſent z they were by law obliged to preſent for ſeveral 
purpoſes, and in many Cafes merely upon the certificate of the 
clerk of the crown. That far from depreciating the conſequence 
of grand juries, it extended and increaſed their power, and mark- 
ed an attention in the perſons who planned the bill, to the prin- 
ciples of the conſtitution z for if they had not deſired to preſerve 
the authority and importance of grand juries, they might, with- 
out injury to the bill, have propoſed to place the power of raiſing 
the fine on the town-land in other hands, That grand juries 
were not courts of appeal to enquire into the merits of the trial 
holden before the commiſſionets or ſub commiſſioners, but merely 
miniſterial, to preſent the money upon the certificate of thoſe 
whom the law of the land made competent judges. And as to 
the oath of a grand-juror, ic bound him in the ſtrongeſt manner 
to fulbl the purpoies of the clauſe. For what was his oath ? 
Certainly, as the honourable gentleman had ſtated, to preſent all 
things preſentable. Now what things were theſe but ſuch as the 
law of the land made preſentable z and if this clauſe ſhould paſs 
into a law of the land, it would in conſcience be as obligatory 
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on the grand juries, and they would be as much bound to preſent 
under it, 23 any other law of the land whatever. 


The CHANCELLOR of THE Exchrayr ſaid there was 2 
necellity for having the honeſt diſtiller encouraged, as be was the 
perſon by whom the produce of the land was turned to the beſt 
advantage, and who was always ready to give the farmer the 
higheſt price for his grain. 


The queſtion was put upon the clauſe ſtanding part of the bill, 
and there appeared 


Ayes — 49 
Noes — — 20 


The remaining clauſes of the bill were then agreed to. 


The CHANCELLOR or THE ExcnurqQuer moved a clauſe 
man a all wines ſhipped in Portugal prior to the 14th of 


March, from the new duty payable on the importation of Portugal 
wine into this kingdom, 


Sir FxeEDERICK FLOOD requeſted the committee would take 
into conſideration the three petitions, viz. from the county of 
Wexford, from the county of Wicklow, and from the brewers 
and malſters of Dublin, formerly preſented, praying for the re- 


eſtabliſhment of the crane in Kevin-ſtreet for weighing malt and 
corn. 


The Right Honourable Joun BERESTOoRD ſaid he muſt inform 
the honourable baronet that the reaſon for removing the crane 
was, that formerly great frauds had been committed in obtaining 
the bounty for the land- carriage of corn, becauſe the corn bounty- 
ofice being obliged to pay it upon the craner's note, perſons had 
contrived to have their corn weighed at different cranes, and by 
getting a note from each, thereby obtained the bounty two or 
three times over. This evil had been aboliſned by confining them 
to one crane, and the ſums which had thereby been ſaved were 
the beſt proof that the alteration was founded in wiſdom. 


The petitions were referred to a committee. 


FRIDAV, Mar 20, 1785. 


The Houſe ſat in committee on the bill to render more eaſy 


the recovery of ſmall debts in manor courts, Sir Richard Johnſton 
in the Chair. 


Mr. Cuxxan oppoſed the principle of the bill, as tending to . 
encourage the breed of thoſe vermin of the law, pettifogging 
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attornies, who would, he thought, if the bill took place, dif. 
perſe themſelves through all the land, and for ever keep alive that 


ſpirit of litigation, too prevalent already among the lower order 
of people. 


Fir FxeperIck FLooD,—The bill will have the very contra- 
ry effect; it is calculated to bring home juftice to the doors of 
the poorer order of ſubjects, who in every well regulated ſtate 

A to be the firſt object of the leg ſlatute's care. As the law 
at preſent ſtands, a poor man by attending with his witneſſes at 
the aſſizes (which by the way are always holden at the moſt incon- 
venient ſeaſons of the year) is often ruined by the expence though 
he gains a cauſe; but if this bill ſhall take place, he will every 
three weeks have the advantage of obtaining redrefs in the manor 
court of his vicinage—no co-itemptible circumſtance—and have 
the benefit there of ſubmitting his cauſe to the deciſion of a jury, 
which the bill in all caſes makes neceſſary - whereas at the aſſizes 
he muſt often depend on the dictum of a judge, who is a ſtranger 
to him and his charaQer, 


The SoLicitor General inſtanced the county of Cork, to 
ore the _ expence and loſs of time incurred by the poor in 
eeking juilice at the afſizes. He ſaid in that county the aſſizes 
town, though more central than in ſome others, is 50, 60, nay 
70 miles from places within the bounds. The aſſizes always laſt 
ten days. Suppole then, ſaid he, a poor man, forced to attend 
60 miles from liis habitation for perhaps the whole length of the 
aſſizes, under an heavy ex pence in keeping his witneſſes, would not 
he be much benefited if he could obtain juſtice at home? 


Mr. Boyd propoſed to have the fees in manor courts reduced 
as low as poſſible ;z that no lawyer or attorney ſhould be admitted 
either to preſide as ſeneſchal or to act as ſolicitor, in any of them; 
but that the ſuitors ſhould be permitted to come in and tell their 
own ſimple tale, and that judgment ſhould be given by a plain 
country gentleman, upon the verdict of twelve honeſt men of the 
vicinage ; always reſerving to the Court of King's-bench, power 

to puniſh, with proper ſeverity, a mal-adininiſtration of juſtice. 


The SecxeETARY Of STATE reminded the Houſe that at no 
period of the Engliſh hiſtory was the law ſo well adminiſtered, 23 
when courts baron and manor courts flouriſhed. He obſerved up- 
on the great benefit that would aciſe to the public, if men were 
no longer to be forced to ſeek juſlice at a great diſtance from their 
homes. He thought it would reprefs the ipirit of litigation, and 
deſtroy the vermin ſo juſtly altiorted by the honourable and 
learned gentleman, [Mr. Curran] if ſome of the regulations pro- 

ſed ſhould be adopted; and to prove the neceſſity of ſuch regu- 

ions, he related ſome inſtances which had come before him 
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a3 judge of aſſize, where often, for a very 1 object, no leſs 
than ſeven Mornies at a ſide were employed. In ſuch caſes he 
had, as was his duty, told them that he could hear but one attor- 
ney at a ſidez but he would allow the others to ſpeak as orators. 


Mr. CaaxLes O'Neil approved the general principle of 
the bill. | 


Mr. Cos R AN declared that as a mark of reſpe& to ſo many 
learned authorities, and from the amendments propoſed, hoping 


that the evils he had apprehended would be prevented, he would 
give no farther oppoſition, 


The commitee then proceeded, and made ſome progreſs. 


Mr. Richard Cooban Carr, ſolicitor for his Majeſty's revenue 
in the inland department, preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to 
their order, a negative account of proſecutions for perjury by or- 
der of the commiſſioners of the revenue in the inland department, 
for two years, ending the 25th of March laſt. 


SaTURDAY, Max 21, 1785. 


Mr. Foxes offered a petition from Sir Michael Cromie, for a 
private bill for charging his eſtate with marriage portions. 


The Sreaxex ſaid that the petition could not be received, as 
there was an order that no private bill ſhould be introduced after 
the 25th of March, 


Mr. Ho. mes faid that as Sir Michael had the opinion of his 
lawyers but yeſterday, he could not preſent his petition before 
now, and therefore the Houſe could diſpenſe with its own order; 


but asthe Houſe was then very thin, it was better to poſtpone it 
for a ſhort time. | 
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The Houſe then went into a committee, Sir Richard Johnfton 
in the chair, on the bill for the more ſpeedy recovery of ſmall 
debts, in manor courts, and went through the fame, expunging 
the clauſes, that provided none but lawyers or attornies ſhould be 
appointed ſeneſchals of manors, 


Tie Houſe reſumed, 


The Right Honourable Joun ONE ILL called the attention 
of the Houſe to a ſubject which he conceived to be of great im- 
portance. This was a propoſition to effect an effectual promul- 
gation of the laws of this kingdom. He ſaid the ſeſſion was now 


» 
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drawing to a cloſe, and that a great variety of laws had been enxQ. 
ed which involved the lives and liberties of the le; that it 
would be high injuſtice not to give them notice of wr danger; 
that in order to their being duly executed, it was neceſſary they 
ſhould he conveyed to the magiſtrates z that as repreſentatives of 
the people, it was their duty to return to their conſtituents a 
full account of their proceedings; that this communication had 
been hitherto neglected, and that in conſequence many inconve- 
niencies had ariſen that the judges themſelves, on their circuit, 
often aſked in vain for the ſtatutes at large in county towns that 
the judges were obliged to ſuſpend laws which the people had 
never heard of; that where it was the intereſt of boards, ſuch as 
the linen- board, the revenue- board, &c. to enforce the laws 


belonging to their department, they were obliged to publith them, 


at their private expence; that this however was partial; it was in- 
formation to the officer to inflict the penalty, not to the ſubject to 
avoid it;; that it became the dignity of parliament to convey in- 
formation to all parties univerially and etfeQtually, and therefore 
he propoſed the following manner :—To depoſit at the public ex- 
pence, complete ſets of ſtatutes in the treaſurers hands of each 
county in this kingdom, to be ready for the inſpection of judges, 
magiſtrates, &c.— To depoſit the moſt authentic abridgment ot the 
ſtatutes in a certain 3 of towns, (ſuppoſe poſt towns) 

for the information ci reſpectable freeholders and other perſons, 
whoſe ſituation deprived them of other means of been informed of 
the laws in being—and laſtly, abſtracts cf the penal ſtatutes, in 
the form of proclamations, to be poſted in the different towns, 
to ſerve as notice to the lower claſs of people. The whole 
of this arrangement to be effected by an addreſs to his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant, to order the King's printer to furniſh the above. 
The expence, by eſtimate, amounted to an annual expence of 
2001. and to ſupply the paſt deficiencies a ſum of about 300l, 
This, ſaid he, was very inconſiderable for ſuch a general and pub- 
Tic ſervice, and when compared with the great ſus expended for 
ſupplying the members themſelves, was nothing; for in the laſt ten 
years upwards of 5,000]. had been paid by the public for ſtatutes, 
and 20,000. for journals. He concluded with moving the ad- 
dreſs. | 


Mr. Cox x v ſeconded this motion, and corroborated the argu- 
ment of Mr. O'Neill, by ſtating ſome inſtances where an igno- 
rance of the bounty laws had been of great inconvenience. 


The CHaNCELLOR Of THE ExcHeQUER agreed to the uti- 
lity of the propoſition, but objected to the mode; he thought 
the expence would fall heavy on the public, and it would allo 
be ſaddling them with an annual charge. He ſaid he imagined it 
would be better to allow grand-juries to preſent the ſums necet- 
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Cary for this purpoſe, in ſuch counties as were not already fur- 
niſhed with ſets of the ſtatutes, as ſome actually were. 


Mr. O'Ne1itLt.—l think the grand jury preſentments are al- 
ready ſufficiently heavy, and this charge ſhould rather come from 
the fund of the nation, than from particular counties. I am far 
from wiſhing to increaſe the public expence, but ſurely when 
the expence of furniſbing the members of parliament with jour- 
nals, hath coſt the nation 20,000]. in the laſt ten years, and 5 
or 6oool. more for ſtatutes, a little more might be allowed for 
the beſt of purpoſes, the making the public, acquainted with the 
laws to which they muſt ſubant, eſpecially when an exclufive 
patent binds the printing of them to one hand, and prevents 
the cheapneſs with which they might be otherwiſe afforded, 


Sir HE NAV Har TSTONGE ſaid he thought the country courts 
might be furniſhed with copies of the ſtatutes, without any ex- 
pence to the public, if the knights of the (hires and privy- 
counſellors (many of whom made no uſe of them) would ſend 
the copies they had to theſe courts. 


Mr. Cox ax ſaid he objedted to the mode propoſed by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, as the grand jury preſentments 
would fall entirely to one deſcription of people, the landhol- 
ders; whereas in that propoſed by Mr. O'Neill, the whole king- 
dom at large would bear <qually the expence. 


The ChHanceLLor of THE Excatquer replied, that the 
county of Louth, and ſeveral other counties, were already ſup- 
plied at their own expence, and it would not be juſt they ſhould 
be farther charged 20 che ſupply of others. 


Mr. O'N eL then offered to withdraw that part of his mo- 


tion, for furniſhing all the paſt ſtatutes, and moved that it ſhould 
only go to future acts. ; 


Lo putting the queſtion, it was negatived without a divi- 


Od. 


The Houſe being now pretty full, Mr. Dal v moved to diſ- 
charge the order for reſtricting the receipt of petitions for private 
bills to the 25th of March, and then to extend it to the 28th 
of May, which being agreed to by the Houſe, he preſented a 
petition of dir Michacl Cromic, Bart. praying leave to bring in 
2 bill for raiſing a ſum of 13,0 ol. to diſcharge debts affecting 
his eſtates in the counties of Mayo and Kildare. 


The Houſe then went into a committee on the farther con- 


hderation of the ſtate of the inland navigation, Mr. Holmes in 
the Chair, | 
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The CHANcEILoR or THe Excxiequen having in the laſt 
fitting of this committee procured their aiſent to this leading 
propoſition, © that the funds granted by parliament ſhould be 
applied to one work only at a time,“ now moved that the pre- 
ſent preference ſhould be given to the Grand Canal, to cary 
it on to the Shannon, This was aſſented to with little op- 
poſit ion. 


The next clauſes concerned the payment of the debt of 26,2841, | 


18s. illegally incurred by the Navigation- board. 


The Honourable D-xN1s Bxowne faid that the public ought 
not to pay this debt, and mentioned ſome inſtances of the miſ- 
conduct of that board in incurring it, ſuch as having the war- 
rants iſſued by a very few members, (though the law forbid any 
warrant unleſs eleven members were preſent) and carrying them 
about to members houſes to obtain ſignatures, and then had the 
names entered in the books as if they had been preſent. The diſ- 
counting theſe warrants by anticipation, from one to five years, 
at ſometimes at a diſcount of 27 per cent. for intereſt, and the diſ- 
counter of the warrants being told by the Deputs Vice-treaſurer 
that they were not worth any thing, even as collateral ſecurities, 
ſnewed that the creditors erred with their eyes open. 


Mr. Buzcn, (of Chapelizod) ſaid that the honourable member 
had taken evidence as chairman of the committe-, when alone, 


and omitted to ſet down in the report what appeared in favour 
of the Navigation-board. 


Mr. Baowne faid he could fully exculpate himſelf from this 
charge. | | 

Sir Joux Benesrond declared that Mr. Browne had taken 
great pains to inveſtigate the buſineſs z that he had frequently 
preſſed members to attend his committee, and that he had te- 
ported nothing but what was given in evidence upon oath, 


It was agreed that all ſuch money as had been faithfully ex- 
pended for the public ſervice, ſhould be paid to the creditors 
of the board, with lawful intereſt, from the time it was ſo em- 
ployed, till the time of payment, but that no allowance ſhouid 
de made by the commiſſioners of impreſt accounts, for antici- 
pated intereſt, premium, diſcount, or procuration. 


— 


Monday, May 23, 178, 


Sir Fxepericx Fioo preſented a petition of Charles 
Tottenham, Eſq; on behalf of himſelf and the merchants, traders 


and inhabitants of the town of New-Roſs, in the county 6 
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Wexford, praying that the town and port of New-Roſs may be 
excepted in the revenue bill of the preſent ſeſſion of parliament, 
in the ſame manner as the ports of ſhire-towns of counties are 
excepted by an amendment made in the committee to whom ſaid 
bill was referred. 

He faid he would defer delivering his ſentiments at large on 
the ſubject, till the particular clauſe alluded to ſhould be read; 
but that this clauſe gave a very great and juſt alarm, and tend- 


ed to. cut up by the root, the true and conſtitutional idea of 
a free · ttade. 


A petition of Sir Neal O'Donnell, Bart. on behalf of himſelf 
and the merchants of Newport-prat, in the county of Mayo, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth among other 
thin s, that it will be a great loſs to the merchants of Newport- 
prat to be obliged to wait for the anſwer of a letter from the 
commiſſioners of the revenue before they can know whether they 
will be permitted to enter their cargoes z and praying to be 
heard by counſel againſt the clauſe relative thereto in the bill 
for continuing and amending ſeveral laws relating to his Ma- 


jeſty's revenue, and for the more effectually preventing of 
frauds therein. 


The Right Honourable Joun BeaxesrorD aid, he had ſe- 
veral times moved for accounts from the Ballaſt- office commit- 
tee, of the names of perſons to whom that office ſtands indebted, 
but not having been able to obtain any ſatisfaction on that head, 
be would move, that the engroſſed bill for eſtabliſhing a new 
Ballaſt-office, now I) ing on the table, ſhould be read, in order 
that it might, as ſoon as poſlible, be ſent up to the Houſe of 
Lords, wh. re he was informed the corporation of the city in- 
tended to meet it with a petition, and the aid of counſel. 


The Recoxpex reprobated the clauſe in this bill by which 
the bond creditors of the Ballaſt- office were cut off from their 
property, as not being legal loans, 


Alderman Warren followed him, and lamented the injuſtice 
that would be done to the innocent creditors, who had not, 
like thole who lent their money to the Navigation-board, the 
names of a number of the moſt reſpectable men in the kingdom 
at the bottom of their bonds, each of whom they may have re- 
courſe to. One part ot theſe creditors, he added, were really 
to be pitied, which was, the widows of an annuity company who 

ad two Ballaſt-oftice bonds of 500l. each, that would be of no 
value; and requeſted gentlemen would not paſs the bill with ſo 
injurious a clauſe. | 

Mr. BexesrorD moved a clauſe, * that all the juſt and legal 
debts of che turner Ballaſt-office, ſhould be paid out of the tus 
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ture revenues of the new office z"* which being agreed to, the 
bill fo amended paſſed, and was ordered to the Lords. 


Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe an 
account of what articles of the manufacture of the Eaſt-Indies 
are prohibited to be imported into this kingdom for home con- 
ſamption. 


Mr. Jonhx Wort preſent:d the report of the committee on 
the petition of John Locker, farmer, and it was ordered that the 
ſaid report be referred to a committee of the whole Houle on 
Friday. 


A petition of Godfrey Green, Eſq; and the merchants, traders 
and freeholders of the town of Dungarvan, was prelented to 
the Houſe and read, praying that the port of Dungarvan may 
be excepted in the revenue bill of the preſent ſeſſion of par- 
liament, in the ſame manner as the ports of ſhire-towns of coun- 
ties are excepted. by an amendment made in the committee to 
whom the faid bill was referred. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for the more 
effeQually collecting the public money to be raiſed by preſent- 
ment within the county of the city of Dublin; and alſo for 
the more effectually repairing the roads within the county of 
the ſaid cityz and that Alderman Warren, Mr, Hartley and the 
Recorder do prepare and bring in the ſame. | 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill to amend 
an act, entitled an act for cleanſing the ports, harbours and rivers 
of the -ity of Cork, and of the towns of Galway, Sligo, 
Drogheda and Belfaſt, and for the erecting a Ballaſt- office in the 


faid city, and in each of the ſaid towns, and that the Right 


Honourable Mr. Beresford and the Honourable Mr. Hewitt do 
prepare and bring in the ſame. 


Mr. BexesroD preſented, -purſuant to order, the report on 
the revenue bill. 


Sir Fxaxcis HurTcuinsox objected to the clauſe which in- 
flicts death for the ſlighteſt wound, in whatever manner given, to a 
reveffue officer or his afliſtants in the due execution of his office, 
though no Britiſh ſmuggling law inflits death for a wound, unlels 
it be a dangerous one, 

He obſerved that our laws had not proceeded to this extremity 
of rigour in any of the ads made a few years ago againſt the Oak- 
boys in the North, the White-boys in the South, or the Chalkers 
in this city. 


Mr. Jonx Worte moved to amend the clauſe compelling 
grand juries to preſent. 
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Mr. O'Hara ſaid he would ſupport the clauſe, becaufe it 
amounted to a negative upon ſuch parts of the bill as compelled 
grand juries to find preſentments for ſtills, which he thought was 
contrary to the ptinciple upon which preſentments were referred 
to grand juries, who ought to uſe their diſcretion. It was alſo in 
es of the 2 of all the grand juries of this kingdom, 
and parliament riſked its authority when it enacted a law in de- 
fance of the people, who were to be governed by that law. 

He ſaid the preſentments of this act were not traverſable. OF 
courle the revenue officers compelled the grand jury (by ſending 
their certificate) to make a 222 in defiance of the ſenſe 
of the county. He ſaid the Houſe was now too thin for either di- 
viſion ot even diſcuſſion. 


Wins Dax, Mar 25, 1785. 


Mr. FLoop moved that the proper officer do lay before this 
Houſe an account of the quantity of linen-yarn exported from 
this kingdom to Great Britain, from the 25th of March, 1754, 
to the 25th of March, 1784, incluſive, diſtinguiſhing each year. 

Alſo that the proper officer do lay before this Houſe an account 
of the imports of Freland from the Britiſh Weſt-Indian colonies 
directly, and alſo circuitouſly through Great Britain; diftingutſh- 
ing the ſame for each year, from the 25th of March, 1750, to 
the 25th of March, 1784, incluſive z and alſo an account of the 
exports of Ireland to Great Britain, of Weſt-Indian produce, 
during the (aid period, diſtinguiſhing each year. a 


Mr. Gzx1ye1TH moved the order of the day for going into the 
committee on the ate of priſons. 


Mr. Fox Es ſaid that there was an order which preceded it in 
the courſe of thoſe before the Houſe z he meant the ſecond read- 
ing of the bill reſpecting perſcns enjoying penſions. 


Mr. GaxDinex declared that if the bill was likely to take up 
much time, he ſhould propoſe to defer the committee on priſons 
till Friday. 1 2 5210 

Mr. Foxes ſaid it was impoſſible for a bill founded on the 
the principle, which that which was now to be read was, could 
take up any time. Wt 


The bill was then read a ſecond time. 
Vor. V. "7" 
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Mt. Fos moved that it be committed. 

Mr. BexxtsrorD ſaid he could ſcarcely hear the bill, as it was 
| read, but every clauſe that he had heard was exceptionable. It 
meant to deprive the crown of its right of providing for its old 
and faithful ſervants, and hindered the judges from a proper con- 
fideration from the crown when growing paſt the labour of their 
office, and even prevented their wives from receiving a penſion, 
as it made the judges ſubject to a penalty if they did ſo. There 
had been a law lately made to render the judges independent, but 
this went to make them dependent. Suppoſe, ſaid he, a child 
who had mi ſconducted himſelf to his father ſo as to make himſelf 
diſagreeable to him, yet had ſo managed as to get a penſion ; his 
father would thereby become liable to a forfeiture. 


Mr. FoxsBts.—The right honourable gentleman, who is 2 
ſervant of the crown, and who merits very well every conſideta- 
tion he meets from it, has uſed much better arguments than | 
could make upon the preſent occaſion, However he has been en- 
tirely miſtaken as to the ſcope of the bill. 


The bill was ordered to be committed for Saturday next. 


Mr. BeRESTOR D, according to order, preſented an account cf 
all commodities, the growth, produce, or manufacture of the 
Eaſt Indies, prohibited to be imported into Ireland for home con · 
ſumption. 

Mr. Coxxy obſerved that the account was not as comprehen- 
five as the order which had been conceived upon the occaſion; 
and ſaid a more full account ought to be produced. 


Mr. BzaESsTOR D promiſed that the proper officer ſhould pre 
ſentit. 


Ordered that the proper officer do lay before this Houſe an ac- 
count of the ſeveral ſalaries, gratuities or allowances, paid by 
the Navigation-board to their own immediate officers ; as alſo the 
ſeveral ſalaries paid to the officers of the local commiſſioners, diſ- 
tinguiſhing their names, and the ſeveral ſums paid to each, 


An officer from the office of the commiſſioners of impreſt ac- 
counts, preſented to the Houle purſuant to their order, an account 
of the ſeveral ſums of money which have been borrowed by the 
Ballaſt-office, with the particular dates of the ſecurities, and the 
perſons to whom due. 

The Houſe then reſolved into a committee on the ſtate of the 
different jails, Mr. Hayes in the chair, 


I 
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Mr. Hol mes ſaid he engaged in this enquiry not alone from the 
dictates of humanity, though they were ſufficiently powerful, but 
from a regard for the morals and manners of the people, which 
were always rendered worſe by, the preſent ſtate of our jails. He 
recapitulated the evidence of the ſheriffs of Dublin, and the un- 
happy victims of the baſe extortions and villainous ex:Qtions of 
the ſpunging-houſes, which aroſe from the want of a ſhetiffs jail to 
carry arreſted perſons to. He then moved to reſolve, * That 
the want of a public priſon for thoſe purpoſes was a grievance of 
a ſerious nature, which required redreſs.” : 


Mr. Oo e wiſhed the Houſe ſhould not be contented with a 
remedy in future, but adopt the beſt means of puniſhing thoſe vul- 
tures, the keepers of lock- up houſes, who inflit miſery on their 
unhappy fellow creatures, eight of whom were then at the bar to 
be examined, | 


Sir Jou v BLaQu1zke ſaid he thought it would be unneceſſary 
to examine the delinquents at the bar, as their ſhameful guilt had 
been fully proved upon oath befote the committee; and he moved 
for an addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant, that his Grace would be 
pleaſed to direct the King's Attorney General to proſecute Max- 
well, Matthews, Davis; Buſhel, and the others, for their ſhame» 
ful extortion, and cruel and inhuman treatment of the ptiſoners con- 


ined in their houſes. With this the committee acquieſced; and 
the motion was carried. 


Mr. Gxz1rerTtHthen, at the deſire of the members, produced 
his plan, for amending the ſtate of the jails z and moved to reſolve, 
that they required a viſitorial power to inſpect into them, and 
make ſuch reports as might cauſe the laws in being, and ſuch as 
might hereafter be made, to be properly and duly executed. 

His plan was to appoint two inſpectors, to viſit the jails in each 


province twice a year; and they ſhould change to different provin- 
ces each year; 


Sir Francis HuTCHinson ſaid that there was a late law 
which empowered grand juries to appoint juſtices of the peace to 
viſt the reſpective gaols from time time, and authorized the juſ- 
tices at ſeſſions to expend as far as 5ol. on each gaol z and alledged 
that theſe being gentlemen of the county, were much more likely 
from their reſidence to ſee, and from their intereſt in it to correct, 
abuſes which affeQed their own ſecurity, than a man unconnected 
with the county, and who from the number of priſons he was to 
viſt, could afford little time for each. 

He obſerved that Mr. Howard, who had viſited moſt of the 
priſons in Europe, declared 9 and tepeatedly againſt giv- 
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ing a falary to an inſpector of gaols ; and that the 2 of this 
an had not been able to produce a ſingle precedent from any 
— of Europe in favour ok it. 


Mr. Gairri r declared that the reforming the jails was the 
wiſh neareſt his heart, and the main object for which he had ſoli- 
cited a feat in that Houle. 


* 
” 
* 3 th - * 
— j — * wt * 


Tuusspav, May 26, 1785. 


Read the firſt time, an engroſſed bill from the Lords, for the 
relief of inſolvent debtors ; which was ordered to have a ſecond 
reading on Monday, and to be printed. 


Lord DzL vin reported the bill for the regiſtry of deeds, which 
was ordered to be engroſſed. . 


Ordered, on the motion of the ArTozxty General, that 
the ſheriffs of the city of Dublin may be at liberty to bring up 
William Bingley to the court of King's-bench on Monday next, 
to be examined as a witneſs upon the trial of Thomas Carey, on 
two indictments for high treaſon. 


The Houle went into a committee, Sir Henry Hartſtonge in 
the chair, on the bill for enabling the governors of public ſchools 
to grant long leaſes on the ſchool lands, which was reported, and 

ed to be engroſſed. 


Ordered, on the motion of Sir Hexav Cavinpisn, that a 
bill be brought in for the encouragement of the linen manufaQure 
m the province of Munſter. 


The Houſe then went into a committee, Sir Hugh Hill in the 2 
chair, on the farther conſideration of the inland navigation. * 

The committee having reſolved at their laſt fitting, that the 1 
debts of the Navigation-board thould be paid, 5 


The CuaxczILot of THe Excx zds faid that he wiſhed 
to appropriate the ſum of 12001. a year, out of the fund for the 4 


* inland navigation: He moved that the creditors ſhould be paid by — 
government debentures at the rate of four cent. the 1; 
The Right Honourable De xNis DAL v ſaid he thought four per lingar 
cent. Was not ſuflicient intereſt for the Navigation- board warrants, An 
eſpecially as the perſons who held them were to receive that in- ud 


tereſt only upon ſo much money as they had actually advanced; 
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or in other words, ſo much as had really been expended on the 
works. He alſo thought that 1200]. per annum was too ſmall a 
ſum to form a finking fund, which would pay off the principal 
ſum in any reaſonable time. 


The Cu AN ELTON of THE ExCHEQUER explained the man- 
ner in which the value of the debentures would immediately be 
encreaſed, when it ſhould be known that parliament had fixed a 
fund, which would in a certain time pay them off; and he ſaid 
as the right honourable gentleman ſeemed to think that 1200]. per 


annum was inſufficient to form an effeQual ſinking fund, he would 
conſent to raiſe the ſum to 15001, | 


Mr. CoLyiLL ſaid the Navigation-board had in all thin 
ated for the beſt, and perhaps as well as it was poſſible with the 
fund they had to manage; from that fund they were obliged to 
fulfil a contract with the grand canal company, by which they 
were bound to expend 1000], for every 5000l. expended by the 
company; they were bound to keep all the navigations in the 
kingdom in repair, and to aid every extenſive work. Thus ſitu- 
ate, he could not ſee how any blame was imputable to them for 
having anticipated their fund; and he defired to know whether 
it was now intended that all the navigations in the kingdom ſhould 
be ſuffered to go to ruin, by applyin the fund ſolely to the join- 
ing of the Shannon with the Grand Canal ? He mentioned the 
Barrow navigation as an inſtance of the miſchief that muſt ariſe 
from ſuch a ſyſtem, In the very middle of that navigation, which 
runs through the moſt fertile part of this kingdom, there is now a 
lock which wants a pair of gates, value 150l. now if the fund be 
taken from the Navigation-Ooard, and no proviſion made, the 
navigation of the Barrow mult be ruined for want of a pair of 
gates. 


The CuANcELLORN of THE Excurquer ſaid it was his in- 
tention that every navigation in the kingdom ſhould be kept in 
proper repair; but that the principal part of the fund ſhould be 


applied to one till that was complete, then to another, and ſo on 
toa third, 


The queſtion was then put on paving 


q 


tion-bourd, and carried in the affirmative. 


A motion was made, that in order to render the inland naviga- 
tions of this kingdom of the greateſt uſe to the public, it would 
be neceſſary to begin by upiting the Grand Canal to the Shannon, 
the line of union paſſing as near as poſſible by Longford and Mul- 


lingar. 


An amendment was made, by ſtriking out the words Longford 

ad Mullingar. 72 R 
Ayes, for expunging, 3 
Nocs, — — 44 


the debt of the Naviga- 


\ 
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Teller for theayes, Mr. Lodge Morres. 
Teller forthe noes, Major Doyle. 


The Speaker took the chair, and the Houſe adjourned. 


G n ME" 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whale Houſe, 
Sir John Parnel in the chair, an the bill for improving the har- 
bours of Cork, Drogheda, Galway, Belfaſt, &c. and for ereQ- 
ing Ballaſt-offices in theſe ports. The bill was reported and order. 
de to be engroſſed. | : ; | 


© The Right Honourable the SecxtTary or STATE preſented 
2 petition of the mayor, ſheriffs and commonalty of the city of 
Cork, ſetting forth that a new bridge over the northern channel 
of the River Lee is much wanting for the trade of the ſaid city, 
and praying ſuch relief as to the Houſe ſhould ſeem meet, 


The Right Honourable ION BertsrorD ſaid he bad no ob- 
jection to the building of a bridge in Cork, provided it was built 
in a proper place; but he had heard that ſome gentlemen wiſhed 
to build the bridge below the cuſtom-houſe, which would bez 
yery great inconvenience, and induce the expence of building a 
new cuſtom-houſe, 

The SecxeTARY or STATE replied, that he was not cer- 
tain as to the exact place that the corporation would think proper 
to build the bridge, but of this he was ſure, that the preſent cul- 
tom-hopſe at Corke was a mere ruin, and muſt be rebuilt, let 


the bridge be ſituate where it might. 


Mr. Hayrs moved that it be an inſtruction to the committee 
appointed to prepare a bill, to enable the commiiſioners for making 
wide and convenient ſtreets, to carry into effect the purpoſes df 
their inſtitution, that they do forthwith take proper meaſures 


to open the welt end of Thomas-ftreet, at the place commonly M. 
called James's-gate, —Ordered accordingly. into 
e 
A petition of the working worſted weavers of the province of 4 
Munſſer was preſented to the Houſe and read, complaining of the pleat 
coinbinations entered into by the working men of the ſame branch turthe 
in the province of, Leinſter (except the city of Dublin) to pre: Th, 


vent petitioners from working at their trade in any part of Leinſter 
Fxcept as before excepted j and praying relief, * 
. 4 "> * > ED oy ® * GY 4 4 . * 2 rt. 


rn 231 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, 
to take into further conſideration the report from the committee 
appointed to enquire intothe ſtate of the gaols and priſons in this 
kingdom; and after ſome time ſpent therein, the Speaker reſumed 
the chair, and Mr. Hayes reported from the committee that they 
had come to ſeveral reſolutions. 


Mr. Horus ſaid that it was abſolutely neceſſary to provide 
2 ſheriff*s gaol in Dublin, and that he ſhould move ſome provi- 
fion for that purpoſe in the bill. 


— — 


SATURDAY, May 28, 1785, 


The lottery bill was read a third time and paſſed, 


Alſo the bill for the encouragement of the tiſheries an the north 
welt coaſt of Ireland. 


A bill from the Lords for veſting the eſtate of Lord —_ in 


truſtees, was committed, reported, read a third time an paſſ- 
ed. 


A petition of the company of undertakers of the grand canal 
was preſented to the Houle and read, ſetting forth that the com- 
miſſioners for promoting and carrying on an inland navigation, 
having been impowered by parliament to grant an aid to private 
undertakers of one- ſixth part of the ſum neceſſary for compleating 
the ſame, in purſuance of ſaid power, entered into an agreement 
with petitioners conformably thereto; that petitioners have 
already expended a ſum exceeding 14,0001, and when the canal 
ſhall be compleated to Monaſterevan, their expenditure will 
be equal to upwards of 24,000l. of which petitioners, under 
laid agreement, are intitled zo the ſum of 4oool. and praying 
that by — may be provided for payment of ſeid ſum to petition» 
ers, on proof of the expenditure of the ſum of 24,000l. before 
the commiſſioners of impreſt accounts, 


Mr. Foxzes moved for the order of the day, which was to go 
into a committee on the conſideration of a bill to difable any 
perſon from being choſen 2 member of our parliament, or ſitting 
and voting in the Houſe of Commons, who has a penfion during 
pleaſure, or for any number of years from the crown, and for 
turthering the independence of the judges. 


The Sexakex put the queſtion on his leaving the chair. 


| Mr. Bas ToRD.— When this bill was laſt before the Houſe, 
lobjected to the principle of it, as an attempt to ſtop the current 
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of his Majeſty's bounty, and to deprive the crown of its rightful 


_ prerogative of rewarding and providing for its old and faithſul 
3 I then inſtanced that if a judge's ſon had behaved ill, 
and yet had ſo managed as to get a penſion, then the judge muſt 
be ceprived of his place. I was then told the fact was not fo, 
and that I+ had not heard the bill; I own when it was read u 
t table there was ſuch a noife in the Houle that I could not Gif. 
tinetl' hear every part of it; but J have read it ſince, and now 
find if I was miſtaken in my idea of the judge's fon, yet | was 
right in my objection to the principle; for now I find if a judge' 
wife ſhould accept a peniion it will have the lame effect. 
Mr. Foxses,—Not if ſhe is ſeparated from him. 


Mr. BexesrorD.—lT know that; but if there was an objeQion 
ariſing from the poſſibility of a father and ſon having a difference, 
the matter is not much mended. Huſbands and wives may ſome- 
times quarrel, and this proviſo that a wife may enjoy a penſion 
if ſeparated from her huſband, is holding out an encouragement 
to judges wives to ſeparate from them to get a penſion, This 
bill alſo ſays, no judge ſhall hold any penſion unleſs on the 
conſideration of his reſigning his office. This is perfectly nugs- 
tory, for if he reſigns his * on the grant of a penſion, he is 
no longer an object of this law, I ſhall not enter farther into 
the diſcuſſion of any part of this bill, but as I except againſt tle 
ſpirit of it, I ſhall give my vote againſt your leaving the chair. 


Mr. Foxsts,—I cannot but think it rather hard to exce 
againſt your leaving the chair to go into x committee on this bill, 
when the Houſe hath already reſolved that the bill ſhould be 
committed. Why ſhould we now debate the propriety of any 
clayfe when we are going into a committee on it, The right 
honourable commithoner need not be under any alarm; it does 
not affect any of the commithoners of the revenue, who are a kind 
of judges, as they are the judges of the exciſe; this bill leaves 
them in the full enjoyment of any penſion their faithful ſervices 

may obtain, therefore 1 hope we all be permitted to go into 
the committee. ; 


Mt. Bexesronp.—] can affure the honourable gentleman | 
þave no anxiety about the judges of the exciſe ; nor do I complain 

that commiiſioners formerly held their places during good beha- 
vidur, though they now hold them during pleaſure. 


Mr. Couny.—l have already given notice, and before the 
Expiration of this ſeſſion I ſhall move for a; bill t amend the 
exciſe trials; and one amendment will be to, leſſen the number 
of excile judges, by taking the power from the ſub-commiſſioners 


aid as 1 with to ext | independence as far as poſſible, J can 
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„ 
aſſure the right honourable commiſſioner, that if any mode is 
brought forward to render the commiſſioners of exciſe and cuſtoms 
independent, by reftoring their places to the antient tenure, it 
ſhall meet my hearty concurrence. 


Mr. Masox,— ir, I (hall oppoſe your leaving the chair, as 
] am againſt the, principle of the bill, which if carried into a law 
would be of very evil tendency ; for if penſions could not be 
given, nominal or uſeleſs places might be created v ith large 
{alaries, which would be worte than penſions, as the offices 
might be continued after the firſt poſſeſſors, and the expence en- 
tailed on the nation: Beſides, penſions for lives are not an object 
in this bill, nor does it incapacitate the member or the judge, 
How often have we heard in this Houſe invectives againſt pen- 
ſions, and ſurely when they are given for lives they are worſe 
and more durably fixed than during pleature. Lal alſo be 
againſt this bill becauſe it tends to combat an evil that does not 
exiſt, We bave no judge who hath a penſion, or whole wife 
or child hath a penſion; nor has there been one in the memory 
of men. We have therefore no reaſon to load our ſtatute hook 
with laws againſt evils that have no exilence but in imagina- 


tion. 


Mr. HAN Dy. —It is objected againſt this bill, that it reſtri 
the prerogative, I think not. The crown will have am 
means of extending its bounty to its ſervants, though this bill 
ſhould paſs. A penſion bill paſſed in England in the reign of 
Queen Anne. If ſuch a meaſure was then thought neceffary, it 
is much more fo now, when the influence of the crown is ſo 
greatly extended from what it was, The honourable gentleman 
ſays a penſion for life is worſe than one during plea fare. Iam 
of a contrary opinion; it cannot bind the poſſeſſor to the will 
of a miniſter. Though the king can never die, thank God, & 
miniſter” is not immortal, and if he doth not die a natural he 
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ocedute. The principle. of. this bill is oppoſed, and yet it 
ath its origin in an Engliſh bill, That is a ſupplement to the 
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bill of rights. Sir, the revolution was founded on the very prin- 
 ciples of this bill, which are to make the judges independent, and 
to prevent members of parliament from being under the influence 
of penſions. Can any gentleman fay he diilikes theſe principles. 
I am ſorry to ſee the right honourable m—_—_ fit 11 in his 
place, when I had reaſon to expect his ſupport from his having, 
at the beginning of the ſeſſions, ſo ſrrongly and cordially recom- 
mended a parity of our laws wich thoſe of England. My heart 
glowed when I heard him ſay ſo much, and I had great expec- 
tations of what would follow that declaration. I — 1 he 
would have brought forward a bill to exclude revenue officers 
from voting at elections, tor ſuch is the Engliſh law. I expected 
he would have introduced a bill to prevent many officers appoint- 
ed by the crown, and liable to be diſplaced at itz pleaſure, from 
having feats in parliament, for ſuch is the Engliſh law. And 
I expeQted, if he did not himſelf bring in a bill to make judges 
independent, and render parliament incorrupt, he would at leaſt 
have ſapported ſuch a bill. Theſe were my expeQations, from 
a ſyſtem of uniformity of Britiſh and Iriſh law, I find this beau- 
teous ſtructure hath diſſolved like the baſeleſs fabrick of a viſion, 
but it hath indeed left a wreck behind—it hath left the revenue 
bill. | 
It hath been objeQed that this bill would reſtrain the bounty 
of the crown; hard it is indeed that that ſhould be an objection 
here, which was not made in England. When Mr. Burke's 
bill was introduced, it was not objected againſt it that it would 
reſtrain the bounty of the crown, and when an annual revenue of 
800,000l, a year was ſettled on the crown, the king was expteſ- 
ly told, you ſhall not employ it to corrupt the Commons. Sir, 
the judges ought to be independent of the crown, I had the 
honour to bring in a bill, which paſſed into a law, to make judges 
hold their offices, not during pleaſure, but quam diu bene ſe geſſe- 
rint, that made them in a great meaſure independent, but I wiſh 
they ſhould be totally ſo, and this bill would effect that deſit- 
able purpoſe.. So tender are they in England, that when an 
additional ſalary was defired for a particular judge it was refuſed. 
It has been ſaid no evil exiſts. I am ſurpriſed at the abſurdity, 
at the inſulc, at the inſolence of ſuch an aſſertion; the evil does 
Exiſt, it is known to exiſt, PER 
However, as I am deſirous to accommodate myſelf to gentle- 
men, if 1 am ſuftered to go into a committee I promiſe to move 
a proviſo to provide for a —— only, and have no retroſpeCtion 


to the paſt, or regard to the preſent. It ſhall not affect our pte- 
ſent judges, nor any members of the preſent patliament, who 
may have the misfortune to enjoy a penſion. I would wiſh only to 
aboliſh penſions to members in future, which are looked on ngw 
as appendages to the miniſter; concerning which I will tell the 
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Houſe a curious anecdote: A certain Iriſh member, ſome time 
fince, applied to the Britiſh miniſter for a penſion on the Iriſh 
eſtabliſnment; the miniſter declared he was averſe to any 
increaſe of penſions. O, Sir, replied the member, far be it 
from me to wiſh to encourage penſians, | only aſk for one 
that is vacant by the death of a Lady Betty who enjoyed it. 
Hence it ſeems penſions were beheld in the light of ſettled 
things that are to be ſucceeded to on a vacancy ; an irreco- 
yerable alienation of the public property. 

Ina word, I intreat gentlemen to let this bill go into a com- 
mittee, and if they do not wiſh to avow openly a 1yſtem of cor- 
ruption, to vote with me for your leaving the chair, 


The Houſe divided on the queſtion, 


Ayes, — 9 27 
Noes, — ang 7 - 


Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Forbes and Mr. Hardy. 
Tellers for the noes, Mr. Beresford and Mr. Maſon. 


The report of the committee for enquiring into the ſtate of 
inland navigations was read, and the queſtion put that the Houſe 
do agree in the firſt reſolution of the committee, viz, 

* That it is the opinion of this committee, that the funds ap- 
propriated to promote the inland navigation, by being diſtracted 
among many objects, are rendered inſufficient to compleat any, 
and ought therefore to be applied to only one work at a time, 
and in the firſt inſtance to that which is the moſt important, and 
likely to prove moſt generally beneficial to the kingdom.” 


The Right Honourable W. B. Poxsox v ſaid he had no ob- 
jection to agreeing with the reſolution of the committee; the 
truth of it, as a general propoſition, was apparent, and could not 
be doubted z but as the navigations in the ſouthern parts of this 
kingdom, from the fertility of the adjacent country, and the 
number of uſeful commodities it produces 3 from the ſums of mo- 
ney that have already been laid out upon them; from the vety 
great eaſe with which they may now be compleated; and from 
the vaſt extent of water=carriage which their completion will throw 
open, are the moſt likely to become uſeful, he would move an 
amendment, . That the funds ſhould in the firſt place be applied 
Ar the navigation of the rivers Barrow, Suit, and Nore, 
to compleat their junction with the Grand Canal.“ 


Mr. Mooxe.—1 riſe to ſecond and ſupport the motion, which 
think J cannot more effectually do, than by calling to the re- 
colledion of gentlemen the citcuimſtances of the ſouthern, naviga= 
tions. Parliament has already expended 37, oool. on the Bartow, 
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25,0000. on the Nore, and 1500l. on the Suir. I will not pre. 
tend to decide with what degree of ſkill or honeſty the money has 
been applied, but the very granting of ſuch large ſums demnn. 
ftrate that parliament has always conſidered thoſe works as of the 
higheſt importance. The works are three-fourths finiſhed,: yet al 
that has been done will be loſt, and they will fall into ruin, if 
the fund is to be totally diverted to another object. I aſk gentle. 
men then, if it be good ſenſe to abandon an object almoſt com. 
pleated, and begin another, the expence of which baffles all cal- 
culation? If indeed no ſtep had yet been taken with either, then 
it would be a queſtion whether the Barrow or the Shannon naviga- 
tions ſhould have a preference ; but circumſtanced as they are at 
preſent, no ſecond opinion can ariſe. 


Mr. Garri n.— The amendment anticipates a reſolution 
which is hereafter to follow z but if it could for a moment become 
a queſtion whether the Barrow or Shannon navigations deſerved 

to be attended to, the honourable genVeman arguing in favour 
of that which he prefers, has afſumed as fact what is by no means 
ſo. He ſays the Barrow navigation is three-fourths compleat ; 
if that was the caſe, I would become myſelf an undertaker to finiſh 
it; but the truth is, that not one-fourth of that navigation is com- 
pleated, 


Mr. Mooxz.—l am convinced I do not ſpeak with accuracy on 
the ſubject, not having examined it minutely; but I know that 
three-fourths of the money at which the navigation was eſtimated, 
have been expended, and I conclude from thence that three-fourths 
of the work is done. , Pp 


The Cr anceiior or TAI ExcnrqUetr,—The amendment 
propoſed by the right honourable gentleman entirely deſerts the 
principle of the refolution, which is, not to diſtract the fund 
amongſt a variety of objects, but to compleat one at a time, be- 
ginning with the moſt uſeful. Indeed the right honourable gen- 
tleman pays a very ill compliment to the object he prefers, in de- 
firing to have its name inſerted inſtead of the genera! words, the 
moſt important.” If it be the moſt important, it will of courſe 
be preferred; but the amendment ſtrongly inſinuates the contrary, 
and unites againſt it every man who approves the general principle, 
or who preters any other navigation to the Barrow. . 


Mr. Fr.00D ſaid he very much doubted whether it would be 
wite in the Houte to ſay that they would confme themſelves to 
one object only, when two very important objects claimed, thei; 
attention. He thought the fund was ſufficient for both; at any 
rate it would be ſo with the addition of 100gl. a year, and be 
would even raiſe that 1000l. a year by additional taxes, Tathef 
than abandon a great and uſeful work, almoſt compleat, 
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Sir Lucius O'BRIEN.—It is plain that conrying on works by 
blic money can never produce any good effect. Mr. Omar 
eſtimated the whole expence of the Grand Canal at 100,000, 
Parliament laid out that ſum upon it, and then diſcovered that 
had done juſt nothing, and that making a preſent of what had 
been laid out to a company of private men, who ſhould with ſome 
aid from the public undertake to finiſh it at their on expence, 
was the only poſlible way of ever having the work compleated at 
ul. Parliament made the experiment, and the ſucceſs of the 
Grand Canal Company has proved the wiſdom of their conduct, 
and has induced the Right Honourable the. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to purſue the ſame mode with reſpe to all the unfiniſhed 
works of the kingdom. He propoſes very wiſely to make what 
has been done a preſent to ſuch companies as ſhall finiſh them at 
their own expence. Under this idea I have made particular en- 
quiry as to the ſum that will be neceſſary to finiſh the Barrow ; 
| ind it will not exceed 15,0001, ard I am convinced I could in 
twenty-four hours get ſubſcriptions to that amount from a com- 
peny of gentlemen who are ready to undertake the work, if 
100ol, per annum of the navigation fund ſhalt be granted for 
four years. The navigation fund is 7o0ool. a year; now ſu 
1500l, appropriated to pay the debt incurred by the board, and 
1000], a year more appropriated to the Barrow, ſtill there will 
remain 4500l. applicable to the junction of the Grand Canal with 
the Shannon, which being paid to a company of undertakers at 
the rate of 10001. to every 5000l. they ſhall lay out, will enable 
them to apply yearly to that great work 27,0001. which is perhaps 
3 much as can be laid out in one year to any advantage. 


Mr. FLoob moved a new amendment, viz. ** That the funds 
ſhould, in the firſt place, be applied to finiſh the works of the 
nvers Barrow, Suir and Nore, to compleat their junction with 
the Grand Canal and the cut from thence to Lough Allen, and 
from Lough Allen to perfe& the navigation to the deep water of 
the Shannon below Limerick.” As an inducement to parliament 
to undertake this ſcheme, he ſtated the number of collieries on 
the ſouthern line now actually at work, the certainty of meeting 
Iron wherever coal is to be found, and ſtrongly urged the great 
fertility of the adjacent country. | 


Mr. Gopexey Green faid he approved of the amendment, 
becauſe only from adopting it could he, during his life time, hope 
to ſee both lines compleat. 


dir Joun BLaquieze,—l think the amendment, as propoſed 
by the honourable gentleman, a very plain piece of proſe, thoug!: 
from the time he took to compoſo it, and the great abilities of the 
author, I did expect a very handſome piece of poetry, It is in- 
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deed ſurpriſing that after ſo much time he ſhould produce an 
amendment * encountering the principle of the original 
reſolution. The intention of the right honourable gentleman who 
framed the reſolution, as I conceive it, is to extend the infinite 
benefits that flow from an eaſy water-carriage to every part of the 
kingdom, which experience has ſhewn can only be done by finiſh- 
ing one work at a time; and the amendment of the honourable 
ntleman propoſes to diſtract the fund between ſix different object. 
If the mode pointed out by the Chancellor of the Exchequer he 
- adopted, I am ſure all the works may in their due courſe be accom. 
pliſhed ; but if we $0 on as heretofore, when a great deal of mo- 
ney has been waſted, ſome miniſter may wiſh to Jay rapacious 
hands upon the fund, and the ſhameful waſte that has been made 
of ſo much public money, will be a ſufficient juſtification for hin 
to ſeize the fund into the coffer of the ſtate, and to prevent future 
Jobs and future prodigality. | 
It is eaſy to ſee the ſuperior advantages of the line by Loy 
Allen to the Shannon, from whence coals, at 145. a ton, may 
ever be ſupplied to the city of Dublin, and this, I think, is an 
object of more conſequence than is generally ſuppoſed z for it ha 
Jong been in the contemplation of England to lay a duty on coals 
exported to Ireland, as well to raiſe a revenue as to give her own 
manufacturers ſuperior advantage; the dread of this evil will be 
removed if the line to Lough Allen 1s once compleat. On the 
banks of Lough Allen are inexhauſtible mines of iron. So ewly 
as King William's time a ſmelting company was eſtabliſhed there, 
and they continued till all che woods were burnt out, and then 
and not till then, they broke up, for at that time the art of chu- 
ing pit-coal was not diſcovered. 


The conſideration of the other reſolutions was poſtponed til 
Thurſday. 


— — hs 


 Moxvar, Mar 30, 1985, 


„The Right Honourable the SecxeTAarY of STATE preſented 
to the Houſe, according to order, a bill for building a bridge over 
the northern channel of the river Lee, in the city of Cork, and 
for other purpoſes relative to ſaid city; which was received 
read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Mon- 
day morning next. 


A petition of the freemen, frecholders, merchants, citizens 
traders, manufacturers and inhabitants of the city of Cork, wi 
preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth the ill conſequence 
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that will ariſe tv petitioners, and to the city of Cork in general, 
from building a new bridge acroſs the river Lee, lower down than 
his Majeſty's cuſtom- houſe; that petitioners are not againſt the 
obtaining an act for the building ſuch bridge, provided it be ex- 
preſly mentioned in faid act that ſaid bridge ſhould be built above 
the preſent cuſtom-houſe ; and ſubmitting the premiſes to the con- 
ſideration of the Houſe. | 


Several bills were read a third time, 


The Houſe in a committee, Sir Hugh Hill in the chair, on the 
report of the ſpecial committee on the tolls and cuſtoms, and ſtate 
of the markets of the city of Dublin, read and agreed to ſeveral 
reſolutions of the committee 3 among others, 

© That the city had no right to the weighing of corn, or toll 


n. 

* That no toll ſhould, or ought to be taken for the weighing 
of potatoes, or for giving a crane note therewith, | 

That the markets for poultry and other articles be increaſed, 
by having ſuch markets in Spital-fields and Thomas-ſtreet; and 
that no wis be ſold but in open market, in open ſhops,” and by 
hawkers in the ſtreets, 

© That tolls or cuſtoms on corn, and ſome other articles, as 
now taken, ought to be aboliſhed, as inconvenient and injurious 
to the poor, and raiſing the prices of grain. 

“That, as the city have a legal right to tolls and cuſtoms, 
they ought to have compenſation.” 


Mr. Joux WorrE.— The city are in poſſeſſion now of a reve- 
nue by the tolls and cuſtoms of 4o5ol. and their right, in my 
opinion, indubitable, by ſeveral charters from King John, Henry 
the Second, &c. and confirmed by acts of parliament. 


Sir Lucivs O'Brien faid he agreed with the honourable 
member as to the right of the city, but diſagreed as to the mode 
propoſed for recompence. The recompence propoſed in lieu of 
thoſe to be taken away, was to put two-pence additional on black 
cattle, one penny on ſheep, three pence per hundred weight on 
butter, and ſix pence on every bag of wool brought to Dublin, 


The SzckeTARY oF STATE,—l requeſt the committee will 
conſider what they are going to do; if they raiſe a fund for com- 
penſation to the city of Dublin, why ſhould they not give com- 
penſation to every other corporate town in the kingdom, and 
places more proper for manufactuies than Dublin. It may be ſaid 
that I have an alluſion to the city with which I am conneQed. 
[ own Thave;z but I mean alſo that every corporation town in 
Ireland ſhould have compenſation, and I own 1 am nat fatisfied 
that it ſhould ſerve one place at the expence of another. 
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Mr. Foz Tex. There is no compenſation to be made out of the 
public fund or hereditary revenue, but to put it on ſuch articles 
a5 will be leaſt injurous and oppreſſive to the poor. 

There being ſome difference of opinion as to the mode of com. 
E it was agreed to report progteſt, and deſire leave to 
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Tozspay, May 31, 1785. 


Read the third time and paſſed the bill for eſtabliſhing Ballad 
offices at and for the of the ports and harbours of 
Corke, Galway and Belfaſt, | 

Read a third time and paſſed a bill to appropriate the ſum of 
2500l. granted to the Dublin Society. 

The $SeCiaTArY or STATE moved a clauſe, to dire the 
Dublin Society to give the ſum of 8ool. to the encouragement df 
the glaſs manufacture. 

Mr. Bot. rox offered an engroſſed amendment, to direct one- 
fourth of that ſum to be given to the glaſs works of Dublin, and 
the other three-fourths to be ſhared equally between thoſe of 
Corke, Waterford and Belfaſt. 

Mr. Lopce Moxxes oppoſed the amendment, as he wiſhed 
to leave the diſtribution of the money to the diſcretion of the 
Dublin Society ; and on a diviſion there appeared, 

Ayes — ad . 
_ _— 7 

Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Maſon and Mr. Godfrey Greene. 

Tellers for the noes, Sir Anneſley Stewart and Mr. Lodge Mot- 
res. | | 

The queſtion was then put on the rider, and paſſed. 


Mr. Fos r x moved that at the riſing of the Houſe, it ſhould 
adjourn to Monday ſe*nnight. | 


Mr. Foxes deſired the right honourable 


tleman would ac- 


uaint the Houſe what buſinets would be brought forward for their 
iſcuſſion after the receſs. | 

Mr. Fos tex ſaid he wandered the honourable gentleman could 
aſk 1 2 queſtion, when, thete was ſo much buſineſs unh 
nl | he 8 @ WAO I i 
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Mt. Fox zes replied it was ſtill more to be wondered at, that 
when it was acknowledged ſo much buſineſs was before the Houſe, 
that any receſs ſhould be urged ; when, by continuing to fit, it 
might be gone through in that time z and then gentlemen might 
go into the country on their private occaſions. 


Mr. Floop aſked what propoſitions had been agreed to in En- 
gland, and if any had come over? but received no anſwer. 


Mr. Hor mes preſented the bill to eſtabliſh and regulate the 
trade of pawn-brokers, allowing them to take 30 per cent. fot 
money lent on pledges, not exceeding 1ol. and 25 per cent. on 
all ſums above 10l, 

He ſaid uſurers in this city had been known to exact to 2401. 
per cent. for money lent on pawns, 


The Houſe then in a committee of ſupply, Sir John Parnell in 


the chair, voted 7o00ol, a year, for twenty-one years, for the ſup- 
port of the inland navigation. 


The Houſe in a committee filled up the blank in the manufac- 


ture bill, with the names of the thirteen members ballotted, to 
form a board of trade. 


Then the Houſe adjourned to Monday the 13th of June 
next. 
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Mon pA, JuNE 13, 1785. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment, when after ſome bu- 
lineſs of courſe, a moment's pauſe having enſued, 


The Right Honourable Tous ORD ſaid he would, with 
permiiſion of the Houſe, take that opportunity of moving, That 
the Houſe do at its riſing adjourn to Tueſday fortnight;“ and in 
this he hoped for the concurrence of gentlemen, as the fame rea- 


ould ſo which had rendered the laſt adjournment neceſſary were ſtill 
exiſting, 

4 ne- The Right Honourable H. L. Row LA ſaid he did not riſe to 

cheit oppoſe the motion, but to approve of it, or whatever meaſure 


could giie moſt time for deliberation. The more time that was 
allowed, he ſaid, the better; and if his advice could have 


could weight, it ſhould be to preſent an addreſs to his Grace the Lord 

uub Lieutenant, requeſting him to prorogue the Parliament to the 
next ſeſſion, for he feared very great miſchief' would reſult from 
precipitation, 
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Mr. Fonts moved that the Houſe be called over on Thurſday 
fortnight z and that the Speaker do write circular letters to the 
members, requiring their attendance as they tender the conſtitu- 
tional and commercial rights of Ireland, 


The Right Honourable the CnancerLior of The Excyr. 
aux. Without entering into a debate on what the honourable 
gentleman has moved, I ſhall ſpeak merely to the queſtion of ad- 
Journment. Certainly matters of very great conſequence, and 
ſuch as will require to be duly arranged, will be laid before the 
Houſe, and when they are duly arranged, I am convinced we 
will find this an happy, a bleſſed, and a proſperous country, 

I wiſh as much for a full attendance as the honourable gentle. 
man who made the motion, but I do not think it right to throw 
out ſuch ſurmiſes, or to alarm the country with inſinuations, that 
any thing will be attempted injurious to their rights ; therefore, 
Sir, I am againſt tacking the words propoſed by the honourable 
gentleman, and becauſe I think if your authority is not ſufficient 
to enforce a full attendance, his words will have little effect. 


Mr. Fox nts, in an anſwer to the objections made to his motion, 
that it would create an alarm, and that it infinuated that ſome at- 
taek was meditated againſt the conſtitution of this country, ob- 
ſerved that if the votes of the Engliſh Houſe of Commons were 
authentic documents of their proceedings, which he believed 
no perſon would deny, the alarm was already raiſed by reading 
the twenty reſolutions publiſhed in the Engliſh votes, and ſent 
to the Houſe of Lords of England; at leaſt that they were ſuff- 
cient grounds to raiſe that jealoufy, and excite that vigilance 
which every conſtitutional character ought to ſhew on ſuch occa- 
fions z therefore his motion tended to quiet the people, and make 
them wait with patience, as it would convince them that their 
repreſentatives intended to give due attention, and diſcuſs in the 
moſt ſerious manner ard in the fulleſt Houſe thoſe propoſitions; 
and therefore had called on their members in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner to give their attendance z whereas if it was only a common call 
of the Houſe, which it was notorious was ſeldom attended to, 
the people might be diſtruſtful and take a violent part, from deſ- 
pair, or an apprehenſion that they were deterted by that Houle, 
at the time that their liberties were at ſtake, or at leaſt that queſ- 
tions intimately connected with them were to be agitated within 
thele walls. His motion, he ſaid, was founded on a mot refpeQa- 
ble precedent, no leſs than that which was univerſally adopted 
preparatory to the meeting on the 16th of April, 1982, from whence 
lreland may date its emancipation. 

He added, that if the meaſures on commerce, which were to 
be introduced by the miniſter into the Houſe, had any connection 
with the twenty reſolutions, they involved the moſt important 


ueſtions relative to the commerce and conſtitution of Ireland, 
which had ever been debated in an Iriſh parliament , they involved 
a queſtion of no leſs 3 than the very exiſtence of the 
Iriſh Parliament, as an independant legiſlature. 

He ſaid he thallenged Mr. Orde and the Treaſury- bench to de- 
fend the twenty reſolutions of the Commons as brought u by Mr. 
Pitt to the Lords, which the miniſter and his colleagues declined z 
and urged that he ſhould be warranted in making this motion, 
even on a rumour of the Britiſh Parliament having fach meaſures 
in contemplation, much more on ſuch ſtrong evidence as tlie votes 
of the Engliſh Houſe. In anſwer to an inſinuation of the ſup- 
porters of this meaſure, being actuated by intereſt or party, he 
ſaid it certainly could not apply to him, as he had given a very 
convineing proof chat his conduct in that Houſe was not to be in- 
fluenced by party, office, or emolument. 


Mr. AxTHURr Browne ſaid the right honourable gentleman 
M. Foſter] ſeemed to ſpeak of ſome new intended arrangement z 
if ſuch was propoſed, it was with him the ſtrongeſt reaſon for a 
prorogation, becauſe after having been ſo long haraſſed by the diſ- 
tration of different ſyſtems, it was impoſſible we could in the 
ſhort remainder of the ſeſſion, be able to conſider maturely an 
arrangement totally new z it not only ſhewed the raſhneſs of the 
adminiſtration, which had been driven to ſuch repeated amend- 
ments, in conſequence of having brought forward an indigeſted 
ſyſtem, but was a concluſive reaſon for deferring the further 
conſideration of the propoſitions till the next ſeſſion. But if on 
the contrary, gentlemen intended to bring forward any propoſiti- 
ons ſimilar to thoſe carried in England, he ſaw no reaſon for ad- 
Journment, becauſe he was ready, and he truſted every man who 
loved the country was ready, to reprobate them now. He la- 
mented ever that he had not reprobated the original propoſitions z 
but the ſagacity of the friends to thoſe propoſitions, who haſtened 
them through the Houſe, to prevent theit being underſtood, had 
the deſired effect; he had not time to conſider them when for- 
merly offered, and therefore he was prevented from voting with 
that ſmall minority who were for rejecting the propoſitions altoge- 
ther, which had ſince been an object of ridicule with ſome men; 
but he would learn for the future not to contemn minorities, be- 
Cauſe they were ſmall, not to make numeration the meaſure of 
right and wrong. He had been taught to contemn the propoſitions 
by the miniſter of England himſelf 3 he had held forth the miniſ- 
ter of this country, as a man converſant in that ſpecies of wit 
which is vulgarly called humbug z as a man who had been ſent 
to offer Ireland terms, not ſubſlantial, but amazing and illuſive. 

The Miniſter of England had proved, that the circuitous com- 
merce offered to Ireland was a joke, That when ſhe had an op- 
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portunity. of carrying foreign commodities direQly to England, 
It was no great favour to allow their being brought through this 
kingdom, with the addition of double lading, and new repeated 
duties. He had proved that it was ridiculous for us to expect 
the home market of England with inferior capital and inferior ſkill, 
and leſt we ſhould doubt it in conſequence of the cry of a few 
drunken Engliſh manufacturers, had called the principal and moſt 
knowing men in every branch, before a committee of the lords 
of the council, to declare in a ſolemn manner, ſeverally and in 
detail, that they feared no competition from the manufacturers of 
Ireland. He had ſhewn that the wages of manufaQurers labour, 
and of all labour which required (kill, was as high here as in 
England, and that ſuppoſing it to be otherwiſe, ſuperior habits 
of induſtry far over-balanced the ſmall F ag of labour. Andin 
return for theſe illuſive and pernicious offers, illuſive as far as they 
—— advantage, and pernicious as they tied up our hands 
rom making uſe of our ſituation, we were to give up an aſt 
India trade; we were to reſtrain our Weſt India trade in a manner 
that would render it uſeleſs, and to refign that free conſtitution 
we had ſo gloriouſly acquired in the year 1782. He ſaid he would 
not enter further into a detail at preſent, but laughed at the idea 
of pretended apprehenſion, leſt what was ſaid in that Houſe 
ſhould alarm the people; they could not be too much alarmed 
and awakened at 2 He hoped they would recover on this 
_ grand occaſion, from that ſupineneſs in which they had fo long 

lain, to the diſcouragement of every virtuous man in that Houſe, 


and in public legal atiemblies declare their diſapprobation of this 
ruĩnous ſyſtem intended. 


The Right Honourable T. On pr. I mereriſe ly to inform 
the honourable gentleman [Mr. Forbes] that the reaſons for tte 
preſent adjournment are the fame that were offered upon the 
former occaſion. As to entering into a debate upon the buſineſs 
that has been mentioned, I ſhall beg leave to decline it, till it 
comes regularly before the Houſe ; much leſs will I enter into a 
refutation of what has been advanced in England. I mean not to 

detract from the honourable gentleman ; but I have too good an 
opinion of the ſenſe of this Houſe, too exalted an idea of the 
generoſity of this nation, to ſuppoſe that the charges which have 
been made will draw any ſuſpicion on the preſent government. | 
ſolemnly declare that the chief governor and the gentlemen who 
have the honour to act with him, would be as far as any man in 
this Houſe from giving countenance to any change in the commet- 
Cial ſyſtem of Ireland, except for its benefit; or conniving at any 
innovation on its conſtitution. 


Mr. FoxzEs declared that he had not inſinuated any thing to 
the contrary, and called upon the Houſe to judge. 
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Mr. Cox RY.— As I was not in the Houſe when che right ho- 
nourable gentleman gave his reaſons for the former adjournment, 


and conſequently did not hear him, I requeſt to know what they 
were, 


Sir JouN PARNELL.,——The reaſons for the former adjourn- 
ment were, to pievent the debating of queſtions which were not 
before the Houſe, and to prevent improper inſinuations and ſug- 
geſtions. When gentlemen take upon them to ſay that a very 
extenſive ſyſtem, which they declare they have not examined, 
contains no beneßit, it is time to adjourn the ſubjeCt till they are 
better informed, and till it can be regularly diſcuſſed. 


Mr. Ox De.—l underſtand, Sir, that ſeveral gentlemen will be 
engaged on particular buſineſs on Tueſday fortnight, to accommo- 
date them, therefore, I will propoſe Thurſday fortnight, 


The Right Honourable HexcuLes LanGrord ROwL Ev ſaid 
it would E better to go on with the buſineſs of the Houſe, and 


adjourn the conſideration of the propoſitions till the next ſeſſions of 
f parliament. 


Mr. Coxxy.—Why, Sir, ſhould we agree to adjourn for a 
fortnight at this period of the ſeſſion, when we have no cauſe 
aſſigned for ſuch an adjournment? I want to know the cauſe of 
ſuch a ſtep? I ſhall not imitate the moderation of my learned 
friend z I will demand to know the motives for this delay of pub- 
lic buſineſs. There is an alarm amongſt the people; there is a 
juſt alarm, and the people in general oppoſe the propoſitions. A 
right honourable gentleman [Mr. Foſter] has ſaid, he will not 
ſutfer infinuations. Sir, I will more than inſinuate; what I ſay 
ſhall not be a mere infinuation, for I will ſpeak out, and will ſay, 
in the moſt -pointed terms that a member of parliament can uſe, 
that, as far as I can judge in that darkneſs in which the Houſe 
has been kept, that the propuſitions are moſt deteſtable and moſt 
deſtructive to the commerce and conſtitution of Ireland. I again 
call on the right honourable mover of this adjournment to declare 
any, and what grounds he has for it, if the real reaſons are ſuch 
as can bear the light, and whether he intends to bring forward 
any great buſineſs when we meet again, | 


The Right Honourable He NY GRNATTAN.—I am for the 
adjournment. I think the mind of every man in this kingdom 
ſhould be applied to one point, and one point only the commer- 
cial arrangements—and that no other buſineſs ſhould interfere 
with the ſubject of that arrangement. Every petition ſhould be 
received, and every man heard; to bind ls nation, you muſt 
ing to make the nation a party, and therefore ſhe muſt be heard. I muſt 

ſurther obſerye, that to give ſtability to the arrangement, there 
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muſt be no interference of miniſterial influence. I have that opi- 
nion of the adminiſtration, that I do not ſuppoſe they would at- 
tempt it- The Houſe ſhould be at large, that the ſettlement may 
be a bona fide adjuſtment between England and Ireland, and not 
a ſurreptitious covenant between Great Britain and the miniſter of 
the crown in the name of the people of Ireland. Having ſaid thus 
much as to the manner and purity of our proceedings, one word 
to the twenty reſolutions that have paſſed the Britiſh Houſe of 
Commons. A queſtion has been made, whether they affect out 
conſtitution. Sir, they are ſubverſive of the rights of the parlia- 
ment of Ireland, When the conſtitution was ſettled in 1782, [ 
conceived all conſtitutional queſtions likely to interrupt the har- 
mony of thoſe nations ſettled 3 and in that confidence I reſted; 
the ſame faith which I preſcribed to myſelf, Iwill exact from 
others; and now fince conſtitutional queſtions are revived, I ſhall 
net be wanting, and if ever thoſe reſolutions are introduced into 
this Houſe, I will give them battle, and Ireland ſhall be the 
judge. 

Mr. Oa pr. —I ſhould fail much in the reſpect which I owe 
to the right honourable gentleman who has juſt ſpoken, if 1 did 
not take notice of what he has ſaid. I know and too highly 
revere his integrity not to believe that the ſentiments he has ut- 
tered are the honeſt impulſe of his heart; but if almoſt any other 
man had made the ſame declaxation, and by his mere dictum aſ- 
ſerted as much as the right honourable gentleman has done, | 
ſhould not have thought it exactly right. The right honourable 
gentleman has by bis ſingle voice pronounced upon the reſolutions, 
* they are ſubverſive of the rights of Ireland; but I do ſubmit 
to the right honourable gentleman, whether ſuch a declaration 
ſhould have been thrown out to the world's ear, or reſerved for 
the day of diſcuſſion ? apd when that day comes, I do believe 
that the right honourable gentleman, who in my heart I think ach 
upon the moſt virtuous principles, will be fully ſatisfied. 


Mr. GzxaTTan.—l thank the right honourable gentleman. for 
the many compliments he has been pleaſed to pay me, and | 
doubt not but be thinks as he ſpeaks, as to giving ſatisfaCtion on 
the ſubje& we have been ſpeaking of; but he was not here when 
the queſtion of Ireland's rights was agitated, or he would have 
known how extremely alive the people are to whatever concerns 
the independent ſupremacy of their legiſlature z how electriped 
they are at an thing that looks like explaining it away, If be 
had, be would have ſeen the madneſs and vanity of attempting 
to carry in Ireland ſuch reſolutions as thoſe which have paſſed the 
Britiſh Houfs of Commons; and that any thing which looks like 
explanation in ſuch a caſe, is but an aggravation, 8 
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1 ſhould have been very wrong if in this buſineſs I had not 
ſpoken from authority; but I ſpeak from the authority of the 
journals of parliament, and I ſay that the reſolutions of the Eng- 
liſh Houſe of Commons are ſubverſive of the conſtitution of Ire- 
land, if independence be part of our conſtitution z and if ever the 
time comes that I muſt battle them, I will oppoſe them with the 
laſt nerve of my ſtrength, and with the laſt breath of my lungs. 


Mr. Coax. When thoſe propoſitions came before the Houſe, 
both time to conſider them materially and every information that 
could enable us to conſider them were denied. It is not promiſed 
that they will not be puſhed through the Houſe this ſeſſion, I 
would therefore wiſh that they ſhould now have a full diſcuſſion. 
I wiſh for a body of commercial information, not for the propoſi- 
tions as they were ſent from hence; not for them as they now 
ſtand on the Engliſh votes ; not for this, that, or any other par- 
ticular ſet of propoſitions, but for a general commercial ſyſtem, 
on which alone any adjuſtment can or ought to be made, I want 
in immediate inveſtigation, and every information that, if we are 
we to have an adjournment, may enable us to meet the adjuſtment fairly, 


Id whenever they may come hither, 

— Sit Henxy CAvENDISH ſaid he was for the adjournment. 

her General LuTT&zELL,—If, Sir, your orders were properly en- 
aſe forced, ſuch an amendment as the preſent would ever be unne- 
„ ceſſary ; but even at preſent I think it will have an effect different 
ble from. what the honourable gentleman intends ; it deſires every 
ons, man as he tenders the conſtitution and commerce of Ireland to at- 
2mit tend; that is the condition; but if any man does not tender the 
tion conſtitution and commerce of Ireland, he is not called upon to 
4 for attend. I think that if your order was enforced by the uſual pecu- 
lieve aary penalty conſequent to a members being ordered into cuſtody 
ads of the Serjeant at Arms, it would have a much better effect than 


nere words can have, let them be never ſo ſtrong. 
Mr. Foxznes.—lIf there are any gentlemen who do not tender 


21 the conſtitution and commerce of Ireland, 1 hope they will not 
" ſo: attend; however I ſhall not follow the honourable general through 
4 * his ingenious arguments; he has at all times too much wit for 
\ have me z but if ſuch an amendment as I now propoſe was admitted 
1 under the government of a perſon who is ſtigmatiſed with ſetting 


ited il * nought chartered rights, certainly the preſent immaculate mint» 
Al ſity will not oppoſe i 


pting The Ar roRNEY General. ſaid he oppoſed it, as 22 
ed the n idea that the commercial or conſtitutional rights of Ireland 
like ere invaded, which was in no wiſe the caſe; and fo well he 
neu the Duke of Rutland, that he would freely declare it never 
could be the cale during his adminiſtration; but he ſubmitted to 
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ntlemen whether in a buſineſs of ſuch high importance, they 
ought not ſet aſide all party prejudices, and debate the queſtion 
upon its own merits, with an intention of forming a cloſe and 

rmanent union between the two countries; for only by the moſt 
cloſe and iudiſſoluble connexion with Britain could Ireland hope 
to exiſt one moment as a proteſtant ſtate, The preſent, ſaid he, 
is the moment at which this deſirable connexion can be formed, 
and therefore, in debating the queſtion, gentlemen ſhould make it 
a principal object of their attention. 


Mr. Fons ſaid he propoſed the amendment in order to keep 
the people quiet, that they might contide in their parliament, 
that they might ſee parliament was attentive to their intereſts, and 
ſecing this, think their own exertions unneceſſary. 


The S:cxETARY OF STATE faid that he thought the method 
propoſed by the honourable gentleman an odd method for quiet- 
ing alarms, The honourable gentleman had faid that an alarm 
had gone abroad, and he propoſed the words of the amendment 
to quiet that alarm; that is, by convincing the people that their 
repreſentatives were extremely alarmed, the people were to become 
on the ſudden extremely quiet. Gentlemen, ſaid he, ſpeak of 
the conſtitution as invaded by the reſolutions, but they ſhould 
recollect the unanimity of the laſt Commons in aſſerting the con- 
ſticution, and they ſhould not ſuppoſe that the preſent would be 
backward in following the great example, ſhould a proper occaſion 
demand their exertion ; but there is no probability of any ſuch 
occaſion ariſing; and it is plain that the preſent motion, notwith- 
ſtanding the gloſs. that is thrown upon it, is only intended to 
alarm and difquiet the people. 


Mr. Ax Thur Browne ſaid the reſtoration of our conſtitution 
in 1782 was called for by the voice of the people, but the preſent 
adjuſtment originated from the inſidious policy of Britain, who 
ſince that period had been jealous of our independence and grow- 
ing proſperity, | 

Mr. MasoN.—T riſe to make a ſhort remark on what the bo- 
nourable gentleman has ſaid. He forgets the commercial arrange- 
ment was Called for by the addreſs of this Houſe, moved by an 
honourable gentleman near me, [Mr. Griffith] at the cloſe of the 
laſt ſeihon of parliament. 


Mr. Ge 1ry17#.—The honourable gentleman has anticipated 
me. I roſe to ſay that it was brought tourward in conſequence of 
an addreſs which I had the honour of moving. An konouradie 
general has ſaid, that if we paſs this amendment, we call not upon 
thoſe who do not tender the commercial and conſtitutional rights 
of Ireland. I agree with the honourable general, and [I 
pon all occaſigny be very glad of their ablence. 
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It has been ſaid that this amendment will alarm the people. I 
wiſh to alarm them, I wiſh to fee them attentive to their rights, 
and I would have them know that we conſider the Britiſh reſolu- 
tions as touching on the conſtitution, and annihilating the com- 
merce of this kingdom, 


General LuTTRELL,—T riſe to explain; My idea is, that if 
we paſs this amendment, any member who is abſent, ſuppoſe at 
Bath for his health, and who relies on the integrity of parliament, 
would not believe that any idea of infringing the commercial or 
conſtitutional rights of this country exiſted any where except in 
the hot brain of perſons who could propoſe or ſupport ſuch an 
amendment. Such a member, I ſay, would not think his pre- 
ſence neceſſary ; therefore it is wrong to call only upon perſons 
who think the conſtitution or commerce in danger. Every mem- 
ber ſhould be called, and the future authority of the Speaker ſhould 


not be weakened by reſorting to ſuch extravagant expreſſions, when 
there is no very urgent occaſion, 


The Houſe then divided, 


Ayes for the amendment, — 35 
Noes, — — 


Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Forbes and Mr. Corry. 
Tellers for the Noes, Mr. Maſon and Mr. Molyneux. 


Sir EDwaxD NeweNnHaM faid, that fince commercial rights 
proved fo difagreeable to the right honourable member, he would 
move a moderate amendment, which he did in theſe words“ that 
the members do then attend on pain of a heavy cenſure.” He 
obſerved that if adminiſtration ſet their face againit ſuch moderate 
meaſures, it muſt convince him and every man in Ireland, that 


the ruin of the commercial and lezillative rights of Ireland were 
determined upon, 


Mr. Fos r ERA oppoſed this amendment, which was negatived. 


A petition of Henry Wood, late of London, but now of Droghe- 
da-ſtreet, Dublin, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſet- 
ting forth that petitioner hath, at a conſiderable expence, pur- 
chaſed and brought into this kingdom a machine that ſeparates the 
fleſh fide of a bullock's or calf's hide from the grain fide, which 
will he a great national ſaving, and praying to be included amon 
the manufacturers to whom encouragement is extended by the bill 


for granting 29, oool. in bounties to ſeveral of the manufactures of 
this kingdom. 


The Honourable R. H. HuTcnixsow preſented to the Houſe, 
«cording to order, bill fyr regulating the ſtage in the city and 
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county of Dublinz which was received and read the firſt time, 
and ordered to be read a ſecond time on next Friday fortnight, 


A petition of the there-undernamed proprietors of collieries, and 
lands cloſe adjacent to them, in the county of Tyrone, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that the collieries of 
Tyrone were the chief objects which induced parliament to grant 
the large ſums of money which have been expended in compleating 
the Newry canal, and praying that the proprietors of the ſaid col- 
lieries may not be 2 from a ſhare in the management of the 

ſaid navigation. ; 


A petition of the there-underſigned merchants, linen-drapers 
and traders, of Coal-Iſland, Dungannon, and the neighbourhood 
thereof, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that 
the proſperity of the ſouthern parts of the county of Tyrone de- 
pends much on the proper management of the Newry canal, and 
praying that the noblemen and gentlemen of the county of Tyrone 
may not be excluded from, but have an adequate ſhare, as here- 
tofore, in the direction of the ſaid canal. | 


General Lu r TN ELI ſaid that a receſs for a fortnight would 
retard the progreſs of the inſolvent bill, unleſs the humanity of the 


Houſe would permit the bill to be committed, read a third time, 
and paſſed this day. 


Sir Lucius O' Baie ſeconded the idea of the general, and 
there being no oppoſition, the bill was committed, General Lut- 
trell in the chair, reported, read, and returned to the Lords. 


Mr. Txzxcn moyed for leave to bring in a bill to oblige all 
| burials to be in cemeteries without the city and ſuburbs of Dub- 
lin, | 

The Honourable Jou x Bourke ſaid he wiſhed that this ſalutary 


meaſure might be extended throughout the whole kingdom, and 
not confined ſolely to the metropolis. 


Sir Jon x PasNELL ſaid he approved of the idea, but thought it 
would be better, fitſt to appoint a committee to enquire into the 
ſlate of the burial places in cities and in towns, 


Ordered, that the incumbents of the ſeveral pariſhes within the 
city and liberties of Dublin do lay before this Houſe, an account 
of the number of perſons buried within the ſaid pariſhes reſpec- 
tively, between the 1ſt day of January, 1784, and the iſt day 
of January, 1785, diſtinguiſhing the numbers buried within the 
churches, and the numbers buricd in church-yards and other bu- 
rial grounds; and alſo, an account of the amount of the fees 
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pad, and to whom paid, upon ſuch burials in the ſaid pariſhes 
reſpectively. 


Then the Houſe adjourned until Thurſday the zoth of June 
inſtant. | 


— —_—_ —Qw___ 


THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 1785. 
The Houſe: met purſuant to adjournment, : 


Mr. Gx1rr1TH reported from the committee on the ſtate of 
priſons, the following reſolutions, which were put and agreed to 
by the Houſe : X | 


1. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the want of a proper and ſufficient priſon for the reception and 
ſafe cuſtody of perſons arreſted on civil Laney in the city of 
Dublin, is a grievance of a very ſubſtantial and extenſive nature, 
and calls for immediate redreſs, 

2. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the police and management of public gaols and priſons throughout 
this kingdom is ſtill extremely defective, notwithſtanding the dif- 
ferent laws that have been enacted to correct the abuſes and redreſs 
the grievances ſo generally and ſo juſtly complained of. 

3. Reſolved, I hat it is the opinion of this committee, that in- 
ſpeQors of priſons ſhould be appointed to ſuperintend the general 
management of all gaols, houſes of cortection, and other places 
of confinement in this kingdom, and to carry fully into effect the 
ſeveral laws enacted for the regulation of the ſame, without how- 
ever in any manner interfering with the authority of ſheriffs or 
grand juries» | . 

4. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
grand juries of each and every wage? county of acity, or county 
of a town, in Ireland, (the county of the city of Dublin ec ted) 
ſhould be empowered, at every ſpring aſſizes, to appoint the 
clergy man who diſtributes the priſoners bread, or, if they ſhall 
think proper, the ſurgeon or phyſician reſident in the town where 
ſuch gaol js ſituated, to be inſpector of the gaol aforeſaid, and alſo 
of any bridewell or houſe of correction within ſaid county, city 
or town; and that ſ:id inſpeQor ſhould be required to obſerve 
the ſeveral regulations herein aftet- mentioned, and to ſee them 
fully carried into effect. i 
. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that in 
cale the ſaid inſpector ſhall make it appear to the grand jury that 
he hath duly fulfilled the ſeveral duties herein after required, the 


Fand jury aforeſaid ſhall be empowered to preſent, at each a- 
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ſizes, a ſum not exceeding ten pounds, as a compenſation for his 
trouble and attention, otherwiſe not. | | 

6. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
grand jury of the county of the city of Dublin ſhould, at every 
Hillary term, be empowered to appoint a proper perlon as inſpeQor 
of the different priſons, marſhalſeas, bridewells, places of con. 
finement and houſes of correction within ſaid city; and likewiſe 
to preſent a ſum, not exceeding 150l. per annum, on condition of 
his duly fulfilling the ſeveral duties herein after directed; and 
alſo that he ſhould report the ſtate of the ſeveral prifons or places 
of confinement within the ſaid city to the court of King's-bench, 
on the firſt day of Michaelmas and Trinity terms. 

7. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
chaplain or ordinary of Newgate, in the city of Dublin, ſhould 
read morning - prayers jto ſuch of the priſoners as are proteſtants, 
every Sunday in the year; that he ſhould viſit the aid priſon 

three times a week at leaſt; that at ſuch viſit he ſhould go into 
every room in the priſon, and converſe with and exhott ſuch of 
the priſoners as are willing to liſten to his admonitions, 

8. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
furgeon of the priſons in the city of Dublin thould be required to 
. viſit every gaol within the city three times à week at leaf, and 
that he ſhould take care that all priſoners who are indiſpoſed, 
thould be furniſned with proper medicines, and othet ſuſtenance, 
if neceſſary. ; 

9. Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
proper perſon ſnould be appointed inſpe@or-general of pritens, 
whoſe duty it ſhould be to viſit every priſon in Ireland in the 
courſe of two years, to give his advice and aſſiſtande in chooſing 
proper plans and ſituations where new gaols are to be ercfted, 
and'to point out any additions, alterations, or improvements which 
he may deem requiſite to be made in any of the old ga, for the 
prefervation of the health of the priſoners ; that he ſhould alſo 
receive reports from the inſpectors of the different counties, cities 
and county towns, in Ireland; that he ſhould arrange and digeſt 
the ſame, and preſent a full and accurate account of all the priſons 
in this kingdom at the bar of each houſe of parliament on the fir 
day of every ſeſſion. 

10. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the ſaid appointment of inſpectot- general ſhould not be a perma- 
nent eſtabliſhment, and that the duration of it therefore ſhould 

not exceed the term of two years, as it may be expected that 2 
compleat arrangement in the priſons of this kingdom may be ef- 
feQed within that time. 

11. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the following regulations ſhould be ſtrictly enforced in every pri- 
fon in Ireland, and that the inſpectors of priſons, in making theit 
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reports to both Houſes of Parliament, to the magiſtrates at the 


uarter ſeſſions, and to the grand juries at the aſſizes, ſhould copy 

the ſame at full length, and oppoſite to each regulation they ſhould 
fate how far ſuch article has been complied with; and if it ſhall 
appear that any of the ſeveral regulations have been diſobeyed or 
negleQed by any of the perſons concerned, ſuch perſons fhall, 
upon a repetition of ſuch neglect or diſobedience, be forthwith 
removed from his or their office or offices, 

iſt. That every gaoler ſhall reſide in the priſon, and that he ſhall 
not be a bailiff, nor ſhall he hold any office or employment that 
may require his frequent attendance any where elſe. — 

2dly. That no tap ſhall be kept in the priſon, nor ſhall the 
gaoler, nor any perſon under his authority, or by his appointment, 
ſell to the priſoners any malt or ſpirituous liquors, or any mannes 
of proviſion whatſoever. 

3dly. That the clergyman appointed to deliver out the bread to 
the priſoners ſhould take care that it is equally diſtributed, and 
that it is of a good quality. 

athly. That every room in the priſon ſhould be daily waſhed, 
ſcraped and ſwept ; and that twice at leaſt every year the inſide of 
the priſon ſhould be white-waſhed, viz. immediately after the 
Lent and Summer aſſizes; and that every priſoner ſhould be pro- 
vided with freſh ſtraw once every week. 

5thly. That priſoners who are ſick ſhould be ſeparated from 
thoſe who are in health, and that the ſurgeon or medical aſſiſtant 
ſhould regularly attend the former, and ſupply them with medi- 
cine, and alſo with broth and other ſuſtenance, if neceſſary. 

6thly. That debtors ſhould be ſeparated from felons and other 
offenders, and that perſons charged with highway robbery, houſe- 
breaking, murder, and other atrocious crimes, ould not be ſuf- 
fered to have any intercourſe with priſoners confined for petty 
offences, and that men and women priſoners of every denomination 
ſhould be kept ſeparate. | 

7thly. That to every gaol there ſhould be a ſufficient, clean 
and well-ſecured yard, for the convenience of priſoners; alſo a 
bath, and one or more neceſſaries, to which the priſoners ſhould 
have free acceſs z that no hogs, horſes, cows or other cattle ſhould 
be kept in the ſaid yard ; and that all priſoners ſhould be permit- 
ted, at proper times, to air themſelves in the ſaid yard, for at 
leaſt one hour every day, except priſoners under ſentence of death, 
and ſuch perſons as are extremely riotous and diſorderly, or where 
there may be ſufficient reaſon to apprehend that an eſcape might 
be attempted, 

Sthly. That no priſoner, not even when condemned, ſhould 

e put into a dungeon or room under ground, unleſs in conſe- 
quence of outragegus conduct, or an attempt to break gaol. 
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gthly. That no wine ot ſpirituous liquors of any kind ſhould 
be admitted into the priſon, on any pretence whatſoever, unleſs 
by a written order from the ſurgeon, the medical aſſiſtant, or the 
inſpeQor z nor any penny-pot or garniſh to be taken from pri- 
foners on their entrance into priſon, on any account or pretence 
whatſoever. 

1othly. That a table of fees, to be made out by the inſpeRor, 
and to be approved and ſigned by the grand jury and judges 
of aſſize, ſhould be hung up in a conſpicuous part of the priſon ; 
and alſo a copy of the act of parliament which may be founded on 
the reſolutions of this committee, ſhould be paſted on a board, and 
Placed in the view of the priſoners. 

1ithly. That the ſeveral local inſpectors of priſons ſhould each 
of them viſit the gaol or gaols under his inſpeQion, three times at 
leaſt every week; that at each viſit he ſhould go into every room 
in the priſon, and if any complaints are made by the priſonen 
againft the gaoler or his agents, the inſpector ſhould immedi- 
ately enquire into the particulars of ſuch complaint, and report 
accordingly. 

12thly. That the ſaid infpeQors ſhould each of them _ 
ſpecially on oath, in the manner herein before directed, the ſtate 
of the priſons under their inſpection, to the magiſtrates at the qua- 
ter-ſeſſions, and likewiſe to the judges and grand juries at the 
Lent and Summer aſlizes z they ſhould alſo, immediately before 
the fitting of parliament, tranſmic a ſimilar report (ſtating the 
number of priſoners) to the inſpeQor-general of priſons, to be laid 


by him before both Houſes of Parliament on the firſt day of each 
ſeſſion. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill purſuant to 
the ſaid reſolutions; and that Mr. Griffith and Mr. Holmes do 
prepare and bring in the ſame. 


Sir Ves EY ColcLovGn offered a petition from James Egat, 
ſetting forth that he had been diſmiſſed from his employment of 
clerk of the market, for evidence by him given before the commit- 


tee of the Houſe, on the ſubject of tolls and cuſtoms, and pray- 
ing to be reſtored, 


Alderman Warren informed the Houſe that Egar had been 
turned out of his employment at the requeſt of a grand jury, ſeve- 
ral months before he gave any evidence on the ſubject mentioned, 


The petition was immediately rejected. 


A petition of the merchants, traders and principal inhabitants 
of the city of Limerick, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſet- 
ting forth that from what has tranfpired relative to the propoli- 
tions ſubmitted to the parliament of Great Britain, for adjuſting 
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2 commercial intercourſe between that kingdom and Ireland, peti- 
tioners greatly fear they cannot anſwer the propoſed end; on the 
contrary, petitioners have reaſon to fear that the ſame, if adopted, 
would prove injurious to the manufactures of this country, and 
deſtroy that commerce with other nations to which ſhe has a right 
as a free and independent kingdom; and petitioners conceive 
that the fourth propoſition contains matter derogatory to the inde- 
pendence of the legiflature of Ireland; and praying that the ſaid 
propoſitions may, when laid before the Houſe, be printed and cir- 
culated through the kingdom, and that the deciſion of them may 
be deferred until the next ſeſſion of parliament, 


A petition of Stephen Wybrants, Eſq; and other inhabitants 
of Granby-row, in the city of Dublin, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read, ſetting forth that the petitioners, in conjunction with 
other proprietors of houſes ſurrounding the garden ground of the 
Lying-in-Hoſpital, have N e or made for ever chargeable 
on their properties, a ſum of goool. for the health, ornament and 
ſecurity of the city of Dublin; that there are certain nuiſances, 
the removal of which is neceſſary to compleat the ſaid ſquare and 


rt the avenues thereto, and praying that the commiſſioners for wi- 
te dening the ſtreets may be empowered to appropriate ſuch ſum as 
u may be found neceſſary for the aforeſaid purpoſes, (not exceeding 
he 1500l.) out of the additional duty on coals. 


Mr. Coxxy preſented a petition from the town of Newry, 
which he obſerved had paſſed with more unanimity than ever any 
other public act was known to do in that great trading town: it 
vent to ĩimplore parliament to allow due time for the conſideration 
of the commercial adjuſtment z it was couched in terms of the 
moſt profound reſpect, yet expreſlive of a juſt confidence in par- 
lament, that they would not be haſty to adopt a ſyſtem contain- 
ing a dereliction of their own ſupreme legiſlative authority, and 
utterly deſtructive of our riſing commerce. This, he thought, 
the proper language in which to approach the repreſentative body: 
and he truſted they would imitate the Engliſh parliament in allow- 
ng time for the moſt minute inveſtigation, 


The Right Honourable THOMAS Orpe ſaid, as the buſineſs 
which had been expected to come before the Houſe this day was 
not yet in readineſs, it was his intention to move a further ad- 


journment, as he thought it better to wait ſome time longer than 
io take it up partially. 


at this moment the following meſſage was delivered by the 
tants Gentleman Uiher of the Black Rod: 
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Mr. Speaker, 


« Tt is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.“ 


Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend 
his Grace in 4 Houſe of Peers; and being returned, the Speaker 
reported that the Houſe had attended his Grace the Lord Lieute. 
nant in the Houſe of Peers, and that his Grace had given the royal 
affent to the following 


EOUSLIT EC. SILLS 


1. An act for the better ſupport and maintenance of the Found. | 
ling Hoſpital. | 

a. An act for extending the proviſions of an act paſſed in this 
kingdom in the fifth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, en- 
titled an act for erecting and eſtabliſhing public infirmaries or hoſe 
pitals in this kingdom. 

An act to remedy the inconveniencies which ariſe to eccle. 
fialtical perſons from the loſs of their titles and certificates of their 
other qualitications. 

4. An act for eſtabliſhing a complete ſchool of phyſic in this 
kingdom. 

5. An act for amending an act, intitled an act for the iſſuing 
treaſury bills to the amount therein mentioned, for the putpoſe df 

romoting manufactures, by providing for the ſettlement of a num- 

r of induſtrious manufacturers at Froſperous, in the county of 
Kildare, and for other purpoſes. 

6. An act to amend an act made in the ſeventeenth and eight- 
teenth years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an a& fer 
making and keeping in repair a circular road round the city d 
Dublin. 

7. An act for further extending the proviſions of an act paſſed 
in this kingdom in the fifth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, 
entitled an act for erecting and eſtabliſhing public infirmanes c 
hoſpitals in this kingdom, 

8. An act to explain and amend an act paſſed in the thirteenth 
and fourteenth years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty King 
George the Third, entitled an act for the more effeQual prevent- 
ing the forging or altering the acceptance or indorſement of bills 
of exchange, or the numbers of principal ſums of accountable re 
ceipts for notes, bills or other ſecurities for payment of money, ot 
warrants or orders for payment ot money or delivery of goods. 

9. An ad to amend an act paſſed in the twelfth year of his late 
Majeſty King George the Firſt, entitled an act for better regulat- 
ing the office of ſheriffs, and for aſcertaining their fees, and (bt 
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fees for ſuing their patents and paſſing their accounts, and for ex- 
tending the proviſions thereof. _ 

5 The Right Honourable THOMAS Or De moved, that the Houſe 
do adjourn till Tueſday fortnight. 


d The Right Honourable H. L. RowLey.,—l am very willing 
et to adjourn the diſcuſſion of the commercial ſyſtem, as I think a 
e· ſubject of ſo much importance cannot receive too much conſidera- 
al non; and that we may not be urged to adopt in haſte reſolutions 


which we ſhall have ample cauſe to repent at leiſure, I will make 

an amendment to the motion of the right honourable gentleman, by 

adding, and that an addreſs be preſented to his Grace the Lord 

Lieutenant, that he will apply to his Majeſty to put an end to 
0 the ſeſſion by prorogation.“ | 


his The SyEaKER informed Mr. Rowley that the queſtion of ad- 

a. journment muſt take place of any motion for an addreſs. 

of Mr. RowLEV.— Well, then, I will move, “ that this Houſe 
do adjourn itſelf to the iſt of January next.” | 

« The SrrAKER declared himſelf ready to put the queſtion ſo 
amended, 

thi Sir Lucius O'BxIEN ſaid he thought, as the commercial ſyſ- 
tem had taken a form ſo very different from that which it wore 

ling when it left Ireland, it required a very cloſe examination at its 

ſe of return, and he thought every man in the nation called upon to 


inſpect it narrowly 3 but he could ſee no advantage likely to ariſe , 
rom a prorogation, as ſeveral bills of very great importance to 
the trade and manufactures of the kingdom (particularly thoſe for 
giving bounties on ſeveral ſpecies of goods) were actually in their 
progreſs before both Houſes, and ought to he ready for the next 
tranſmiſs, as the want of them kept the people concerned from 
purſuing their different branches of manufacture. 


The Right Honourable Thomas Conoriiy.—l do not flatter 
myſelf that any advice that I ſhall give to adminiſtration will be 
of the ſmalleſt avail ; but 1 intreat them that they will give as 
much time as poſſible for a ſettlement, which is to be final between 
a ſuperior and an inferior country; ſuperior, I ſay, in trade, 
* in experience, and ſuperior in politics. This country is 
filing faſt in trade, and in order to prevent for ever any commer- 
dial jealouſy, and to unite it in the molt firm bands with Great 
Britain, in order to dove-tail and render its union indilloluble, a a 
commercial ſyſtem has been propoſed, which was ſo fair and equit- 
able, that it captivated the heart of every man who heard it. 
What changes were made on the other fide 1-will not ſay, but 1 
luppoſe they were made upon conviction, by the conſent of the 
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miniſter, and not for want of numbers or power to have carried 
it in the ſhape it went from hence: But I entreat time to conſider 
it 3 for if it ſhall be a fair, equitable, honourable ſyſtem, the 


more it is'confidered, the more it will redound to the reputation 


of thoſe from whom it originates. If it comes unhurt out of the 
ordeal fire, the more it will be for the peace and happineſs of 
both countries; and as I am ſure the peace and happinels of both 
countries is the ſole object of the noble duke who ſo worthily 

overns this, I beg that time may be allowed to have the ſyſtem 

ly underſtood by the people; for if the people do not under. 
ſtand it, they will ſuſpeQit, be it ever ſo good, and conſequently 
the ends of peace and happineſs will be ſo far fruſtrated. 


'The changes that have already been made, have given cauſe fo; ' 
[ 


ſuſpicion. Eleven propoſitions left this country, and in the Bri 
tiſh Houſe of Commons they have multiplied into twenty, and 
for ought we know they may be three and thirty before they come 
back again, 1 


Mr. OxDe.—The right honourable gentleman, whom I always 
heard with the utmoſt reſpect, ſurely does himſelf the greateſt in- 
Juſtice in ſaying, that what he offers will have little avail with 
adminiſtration. He will, I am ſure, do miniſters the juſtice to ſay, 
that they are always ready to attend to his opinion with very high 
deference ; for me, I am very much 1 to him for what he 
has ſaid, becauſe he recommends patrence, temper, and delibera- 
tion; in this I agree with him, and hope in this way to profit by 
the adjournment. 

I think the right honourable gentleman has thrown out a ſuffici- 
ent reaſon for an adjournment z he has ſaid there have been alte- 
rations, and there may ſtill be further alterations made in the pro- 
poſitions—1 agree with him; and as it is impoſſible to form any 
nee of the ſyſtem until we have the whole before us, the 
adjournment is neceſſary ; and at our next meeting we may, after 
ful conſideration, form an united ſyſtem. 

If it was not ſomewhat foreign to the ſubject, I ſhould ſay 4 
word concerning their introduction in England; but taking the 
hint from the right honourable gentleman, I think that will be bet- 
ter made a part of our future deliberations. 


Mr. CoxoLLy.—lI am ready to agree with the right honours 
able gentleman, in — humour; but in caſes of very great im- 
portance like this, ſome one ought to be at the maſt head and look 
out; and I will ſay that the honour of every man who had any 
thing to do with the introduction of theſe commercial propoſiti- 
ons, is called upon to ſee that this country ſhall not receive any 
injury in conſequence of them. 


Sir HEN AT CAVINDISH.— Not only ſome one ought to be 
at the maſt head to look out, but every man ought to ſtand upon 


the higheft pinnacle, from whenee he beſt could view the preſent 
tranſaction between the two nations. There can be but one ſen- 
timent upon the ſubject: If twenty reſolutions are ſent to Ireland 
and not materially altered, it is impoſſible for the preſent adminĩſ- 
tration, or any adminiſtration to bring them forward in parlia- 


4 
7 ment z they would not dare to do it. There is not an Engliſh- 
man nor an Iriſhman that would be hardy enough to do it; and if 
ö there ſhould, he would not find another baſe enough to ſecond him. 
t The Houſe would riſe indignant, the conteſt would be, who 
- ſhould firſt move a queſtion of expulſion on the man that would 
y dare to give a vital ſtab to the legiſlatiye independence of Ire- 
land. | 
u Sir, it is an awful moment —the legiſlative independence of 
i. Ireland is in queſtion—and if it be not guarded now, it will be 
id loſt for ever. I vote for the adjournment. 
de Mr. KAR NIV declared that he greatly approved of that part of 
the right hon. gentleman [Mr. Orde's] ſpeech, which recommended 
ys patience, temper, and deliberation, but he could not think that a 
mY ſortnight's adjournment was ſufficient for ſuch deliberation as the 
ith ſubje&t required z and though he thought every man ought to 
* abandon private intereſt upon this great national occaſion, yet he 
igh ſeared very great inconvenience would ariſe to gentlemen, who 


might be under indiſpenſible engagements to attend at the aſſizes 3 
he was therefore for having the bulineſs of the commercial adjuſt- 
ment lie over to the next ſeſſion. 


Mr. Goprxty Greene ſaid he was for the adjournment, in 
order to have an opportunity of diſcuſſing the reſolutions; and 
upon this principle, that he was convinced none would be ſent 
over that were not for the mutual advantage of both countries. 
Heoblerved that 140, oool. in taxes, had this year been laid upon 
the ſubje&, under a ſuppoſition that the commercial ſyſtem would 
be adopted, and enable him to ſupport the burden ; he therefore 
thought that no delay ought. to be given to the carrying that ſyſtem 
into effect. He concluded with reminding the Houſe, that it was 
impoſhible to ſay how long any miniſtry in England might ſtand, 
even the integrity of the preſent was no ſecurity for their conti- 
nuance z and as it was a fact notorious in Ireland, that the people 
a preſent in oppoſition had ever been the decided enemies of our 
conſtitutional and commercial rights, if once they were to get into 


power, we might bid farewell to every hope of a juſt or equita- 
ble ſettlement. : 


The Honourable Dx x1 1s BR.] ſaidhe was for the amend- 
ment; for though he had already declared that he never would 
aid the deſperate faction in England, yet as the ſyſtem tranſmitted 


rom this country had been ſo eſſentially altered, he thought great 
upon I liberation neceſſary, A 
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Mr. Foxzzes.—If I do not miſtake the motion of the right 
honourable gentleman; it is, that the Houſe ſhall, at its riſing, 
adjourn till Tueſday ſe*nnight. On the laſt day of our meeting, 
I moved a call of the Houſe, to take place this day; and I would 
now move to adjourn that call to our next day of meeting, and 
endeavour to enforce the attendance of gentlemen. But I would 
firſt wiſh to have ſome reaſon aſſigned for calling them from their 
homes at this very advanced period of the ſeaſon. I would there- 
fore aſk the motives which induce the right honourable gentleman 
to prolong tke ſeſſion ſo very much, but he has ſaid it is to con- 
ſider the {Fſtem of commercial arrangement that may be returned 
from England, be will tell me, whether it is not alſo to decide 
upon that ſyſtem ? As he is ſilent, I ſuppoſe he means to decide 
upon it. 


Mr. Oz de.—l1 beg the honourable gentleman not ſo to conſtrue 
my words. I ſaid it was to conſider what was proper to do on 
ſuch an important buſineſs. ; 


Mr. FoxBes.—1I then hope the right honourable gentleman will 
not preſs any reſolutions, except the eleven which originally 


went from this kingdom, for if he does, and they ſhall be found 


not to be the ſenſe of the people, they cannot ſtand. Why were 
his eleven reſolutions treated with contempt in England ? Becauſe 

y were not the ſenſe of the people of Ireland. The people 
had not been allowed time to diſcuſs them, and their — 104 
on the ſubje& had been difcouraged. What was the cauſe of the 
fucceſs of the repreſentations of this Houſe in 19779, 1780, and 
17822 They were meaſures of the people. I have heard tha: 
miniſtry intend an affectation and parade. of ſubmitting to the dif 
cuſſion of the people, the propoſitions which may come over: but 
to do ſo in the months of Auguſt and September, when it will be 
1mpoſſible to procure full aſſemblies, or counſel to attend at your 
bar, will be indeed but affectation of a deference to the ſenſe of 
the people; beſides it will be impoſſible for the people immedi- 
ately to underſtand the full extent and ſcope of he propoſitions 
which may come, for if, with every advantage of knowledge, 
information and experience, it has colt the parliament of En- 
gland five months to underſtand them, how can it be ſuppoſed that 
the people of Ireland, leſs informed and leſs experienced, will 
underſtand them at firſt ? I do therefore hope that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman will now riſe' and declare, that it is not his 
intention to preſs them forward this ſeſſion, but that he will com- 
ply with the petitions of the people, and allow time for due deli- 
beration. | 

Lam concerned to find that a language was not held by gentle- 
men on the treaſury bench on this and the laſt day the Houſe fat, 
ſimilar to that held ſome weeks before, when gentlemen on that 
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bench, and on that fide of the Houſe, declared that if there was 
any alteration, at leaſt any material alteration in the propoſitions 


i paſſed in this Houſe, they would rejet them with indignation, 


and reſent it as an inſult on the Houſg. Where is this triumphant 
language? where is this energy and ſpirit, which would be better 
placed and applied at preſent than at that time? I am ſorry not to 
hear the miniſter, and the gentlemen on the treaſury-bench, at 
leaſt diſapprove of, if not reprobate in the ſtrongeſt terms, the 
twenty retolutions as ſent from the Engliſh Houſe of Commons to 
the Lords. I will venture to affirm that any man in the Iriſh Houſe 
of Commons who will give his aſſent to thoſe twenty reſolutions, 
will be guilty of an abdication of his truſt as a er that ĩt 
is the duty of every member of this Houſe to deliver his ſentiments 
on this occaſion, and expreſs his reſentment ; that as an indivi- 
dual ſhould expreſs his refentment againſt even an attempt to vio- 
late his honour, as the beſt preventative of an actual violation, ſo 
a great aſſembly, or a nation, ought to expreſs their indignation 
againſt any meaſure which could be conſtrued even to have a ten- 
dency to infringe on their dignity or independence; and when 
gentlemen allude to alterations to be made in the Lords of En- 
gland, which they inſinuated muſt be favourable, though I know 
of none which can even require confirmation, but what reſtores 
the eleven original foe as ſent over, and even thoſe will 
require great diſcuſſion, certainly every member holding a decid- 
ed language will be the beſt means of effecting ſuch alterations. 
I feel tue Houſe and country degraded, when | recolle that the 
reſumption of the power of England to legiſlate externally for 
Ireland, has even been a ſubje& of diſcuſſion in the Engliſh par- 
liament 3 but much more ſo, when I found it was queſtionable, 
whether an alteration was to be made by the Engliſh Lords of 
the propoſitions that tended to reſume that power. 

I ſhall now move that the Houſe be called over on the day on 
which they are to meet after the adjournment, 


Mr. Moox obſerved that the amendment implied a contradic- 
tion, for if the Houſe ſhould adjourn to January, it would preclude 
the propoſitions coming before them, and conſequently deprive 
them of the knowledge whether ſuch adjournment was neceſſary 
or not; as to the call of the Houſe he doubted whether that was 
veceiſary, for, ſaid he, upon great occaſions this nation is not ſo 
lupine as to require that its repreſentatives ſhould be called upon 
to guard its rights and intereſts, | 


Mr. Conor Ly ſaid that ſhould the reſolutions of the Britiſh 
parliament be laid before the Houſe on Tueſday fortnight, it 
= then be proper to move a queſtion, whether they ſhould be 

cuſſed this ſeſſion or not? That queſtion he would move, ang 
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if it would be carried in the affirmative, a motion for a call of the 


Houſe might then be neceſſary. 


Mr. Ox ve.—lI beg I may not be miſunderſtood, I faid, that 


until the propoſitions came over, we could not determine, whe. 
ther it would be proper to delay the diſcuſſion of them or not? 


Mr. Cu an.—l can eaſily excuſe ſome inconſiſtencies in the 
conduct of the right honourable ſecretary, for ſome accidents 
have befallen him: When we met laſt, he deſired us to adjourn 
for three weeks; we did ſo ; and now he wants above a fortnight 
more. But will that help forward the buſineſs before the Houle? 
Will it expedite the progreſs of a bill, to ſay, Let us wait till the 
packet comes in from England, and perhaps we thall have ſome 
news abo..t the propoſitions, Did the-Briciſh miniſter act in this 
manner? No; when he poſtponed from time to time the conſide- 
ration of the propoſitions, he did not poſtpone the other butine's 
of the Houle: He did not ſay, let it wait till the packet comes 
from Dublin. This the Irith miniſter is forced to do: I ſay forced, 
for I am ſure it is not his inclination z it muſt diſtreſs him great); 
and I ſincerely feel for and pity his diſtreſs. 

When we had the eleven propoſitions before us, we were charm- 
ed with them. Why? Becauſe we did nct underſtand'them. 
et, the endearing word reciprocity rang at every corner of the 
ſtreets. We then thought that the right honourable gentleman 
laid the propoſitions before us by authority, but the Engliſh mi- 
niſter reprobates them as ſoon as they get to England, and the 
whole nation reprobates them : Thus, on one band we muſt con- 
clude the Engliſh miniſter tells the Iriſh miniſter to propoſe an ad- 
 Juſtment, and when it goes back, alters every part z or, that the 
riſh miniſter propoſed it without any authority at all. I am in- 
clined to believe the latter, for it would add to the gentleman's 
diſtreſs to ſuppoſe the former. 

Now let us mark another inconſiſtency into which the right 
honourable gentleman is driven, no doubt againſt his will. Time 
fo deliberate was refuſed us, when we had ſomething to delibe- 
rate upon; and now, when we are told we have nothing before 
us to conſider, we are to have a fortnight's receſs to enable us to 
think about nothing. And time indeed it will take, before we can 
think to any purpoſe, It will take time for the propoſitions to go 
__ and perhaps to be again altered in the Houſe of Lords. 

t will take time for them to be reconſidered in the Britiſh Com- 
mons. It will take time for them to come over here. It will 
take time for us to confider them, though that time is likely to 
be very ſhort, It will take time to ſend them back to England. 
It will take time for them to be returned to us again; and then 
time will be required to carry them into execution. 

But a rumour hath gone abroad of a ſtudied deſign to delay the 
diſcuſſion of this buſineſs until there ſhall be no members in town, 
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But away with ſuch a ſuſpicion; I think too honourable of the 
right honourable gentleman: but yet I ſhould be glad to hear him 
ſay, there is not even an idea of the baſe deſign of forcing them 
down our throats. However, I am againſt any adjournment that 
way retard the buſineſs that is in train in the Houle; for I think 
it would be beſt that we ſhould continue to fit, for J am ſure 
the beſt preparation for diſcuſſing the final adjuſtment, will be to 
clear our hands of all other buſineſs before it comes back to us. 


Mr. Cox faid that the language which had this day fallen 
from the right honourable gentleman [Mr. m_ admitted of theſe 
conſtructions, one that it was the intention of miniſtry, to force 
on the diſcuſſion and deciſion of the adjuſtment this ſeſſion; and 
the other, that, whether that was or was not to be the caſe, was 
to remain doubtleſs and uncertain : He took the former ſenſe to 
be that intended, ſince, if the latter was to be taken, it would 
impute to the author a conduct which could be deſcribed no other- 
wiſe than as mean, uncandid, and inſidious, calculated to ſlacken 
the exertions of the country, on a matter on which they were now 
alive and anxious in the extreme, and to deter the members of 
that Houſe, already harrafſed with fruitleſs journies from their 
ſeveral counties, from appearing then in their places; a conduct 
be would not impute, but ſuppoſe” the going on with the adjuſt- 
ment to be announced. How directly that would be againſt the 
opinion of the country, might be fully known, even already, from 
the petitions of mercantile towns now on the table, and thoſe al- 
ready forwarded, though not yet preſented, from other places; but 
before that day came when the Houſe was to meet again, would 
be known in a voice from the nation, ſo loud as would perhaps 
amaze the right honourable gentleman, It was, he ſaid, a matter 
of too much moment, to be beheld by the country with indiffer- 
ence 3 it had been ſtated as a barter of conſtitution for commerce, 
and it was of great importance indeed, if that were the caſe, But 
let not the Houſe flatter itſelf that it is fo : The ſyſtem profeſſes 
to extend your commerce, but it belies in every line of it the 
principle which it bears in its front; it profeſſes full participation 
of advantages, but impoſes new and unneceſſary burthens on the 
trade, which you already have; it holds one preſent extent of 
commerce, but cuts off all hopes of future aggrandiſement it 
confines and cribs the natural powers of Ireland, and lays upon 
ine vigorous limbs of a youthful country, a weight under which 
they muſt ſhrink, Inſtead of infuſing a portion X the young un- 
touched and wholeſome blood of Ireland, into the debilitated limbs 
of the empire, it contaminates your wholeſome body, without 
relieving the ſubject that is diſeaſed. Such will the ſyſtem be 
lound, But whatever it may be, whether of this deſcription or 
otherwiſe, let the miniſter of the day have wiſdom enough to 


264 PARLIAMENTARY 


poſtpone it, nor think to cram it down the throats of the Iriſh 
nation. Let him enquire the character of the country firſt ; for 
he was not a witneſs of the ſtruggles of the determined reſolution, 
nor of the victories of this country. Though he offered us a ſyſ- 
tem as the neareſt and deareſt lover of a country in which he had 
neither property, relations, intereſt, connections, nor hardly ac- 

quaintance, yet he may be till to learn the character of the Iriſh 
nation—a nation that has won golden opinions in the eyes of 
of Europe, which would be worn in their neweſt gloſs, and not 
caſt off o toon ; and a nation which will therefore never tamely 
Yield her conſtitutional and commercial rights—and learning this, 
let him in time grow wiſe, before retreat will be diſgrace. The 
commercial, as well as conſtitutional rights of Ireland, will refiſt 
this meaſure z the latter, indeed, are more at this moment in the 
nation's eye; it is a ſubject on which they are more converſant, 
than on the other; and one which, from its magnitude, covers 
the leſſer commercial deſtruction which the ſyſtem contains, now 
hidden behind that huge object of public horror. But, Sir, this 
is not all; ſuppoſe for a moment the ſyſtem juſt, in point of 
conſtitution, nay, even advantageous to Ireland in point of trade, 
look to the ſituation of the ſiſter kingdom, where every claſs of 
men reprobate it. Suppoſe it a ſyſtem even more defirable than 
any other to be attained for ireland, recolle@ that commercial 
amity and concord between the ſiſter countries is its profeſſed ob- 
JeR, and then recollect the diſcontent it has inſpired on the other 
fide of the water. Under the preſent circumſtances of that king- 
dom, though Ireland, I will for a moment ſuppoſe, might be deſu- 
ous to adopt it, what ought to be the conduct of this Houſe ?— 
1 petty and intereſted policy of this or that manu- 
facturing body, it would behove the Houſe to look to the great 
and enlarged policy of common good, and decidedly to poſtpone 
a ſyſtem propoſing mutual benefit and perpetual concord, how- 
ever advantageous it might be to may? ſhould it bring with 
it eternal jealouſy, contention, and animoſity, between the ſiſter 
countries. On all grounds, therefore, I am, in compliance with 
the wiſh of the nation, for poſtponing the buſineſs till the next ſeſ- 
ſion of parliament, | | 


Mr. GrzaTTANn.—1 applaud the zeal of the right honourable 
and honourable gentlemen who have with ſo much juſtice borne 
their honeſt teſtimony againſt theſe bancful propoſitions. I do 
with that no queſtion ſhould be put on my right honourable friend's 
amendment; but that the country gentlemen in parliament ſhould 
not put any queſtion as yet, or break their ſtrength ; better wait 
until the advance ſhall be made upon them better keep themſelves 
firm and compact. If the propoſitions that ſhall be offered to thi 
Houſe, ſhall be like thoſe now depending, for intance, 4 revoca- 
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tion of the colony trade, as ſettled in a ſubſequent period—if, in 
ſhort, they ſhall be what they are, a revocation in peace of the 
conceſſions of the late war, the American war, then they ought 
not to be delayed nor entertained in this Houſe, but rejected with 
indignation ; then I ſay it is the old cauſe, and will, I truſt, pro- 
duce the ſame ſpirit. But if, on the other hand, theſe propoſi- 
tions ſhall be given up in principle and ſubſtance—if the old cove- 
nant of tlie colony trade—the free trade, and the free conſtitution, 
are not tonched nor invaded—if they are merely commercial to 
the point of the home-market, then this Houſe will conſider whe- 
ther, at ſo late a period of the ſeſſion, it is poſſible or decent to 
go into a minute commercial detail, and whether it would not be 
abſolutely neceſſary, as well as decent, to poſtpone the conſide- 
ration to the next ſeſſion. 


Mr. Lauzence ParsoNs ſaid he could not ſuppoſe that the 
propoſitions could ever return in an admiſſible ſhape ; for at beſt 
they would ſay that England hath a right to extend the commerce 
of Ireland, and that would be aſſerting a ſuperiority and a ſupte- 
macy no Iriſhman ſhould allow. 


Mr. HaRTLEYV.— When the propoſitions were firſt laid before 
this Houſe, I was and I ſtill am of opinion, that the admiſſion 
of our manufaCtures into England could be of no advantage to this 
kingdom; but as they gave an equal conſtruction of the navigation 
laws, I voted for them. I was not viſionary enough to ſuppoſe, 
that.our ſhips ſhould ever become the carriers for Great Britain, or 
that our country ſhould become a place of depoſit for foreign 
commodities. I thought it hard that we ſhould ſupply the raw 
materials of our manufactures to England, and that ſhe ſhould with- 
hold from us the raw materials of her manufactures; yet, as I ſaw 
it was the ſenſe of the Houſe to agree in the propoſitions, I alſo 
gave my aſſent, in hopes of ending for ever all commercial jea- 
louſies; at the ſame time I voted for the addreſs which accompa- 
nied the propoſition, and in ſo doing I thought I made a ſacrihce 
to concord, but I never intended to facrifice the legiſlative inde- 

ndence of Ireland, fo lately recovered by the virtue of her par- 
lament and the ſpirit of her people. 

It has been {aid that the propoſitions which have paſſed in the 
Engliſh Houſe of Commons may be altered in the Houſe of Lords ; 
1 agree they may; but when J conſider they paſſed the Commons 
with the approbation of the miniſter and with overflowing majo- 
nties, I do not think it very probable that they will; and if they 
come here in a ſhape diſgraceful to this country, and inſulting to 
ber legiſlature, I will give them every oppoſition that a man of ſo 
little importance as I can do. 


Mr, Rowley withdrew his amendment, 


"The Houſe adjourned 'till Tueſday the 19th of July inſtant. 
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Tozspay, JuLY 19, 1785, 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

A petition of the mayor, aldermen, ſheriffs and burgeſſes of 
the city of Londonderry, in common- council aſſembled, was 
preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that certain propo- 
tions for arranging the commercial intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland, which had paſſed the Houſe of Commons of 
Ireland, have been altered in ſuch a manner, and ſo many new 
ones added by the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, as, in the appre- 
henfion of petitioners, have rendered them totally irreconcileable 
to the dignity and intereſt of this kingdom; and praying that the 
conſideration of ſaid propoſitions may be 8 until next ſeſ- 
fon of parliament, 


A petition of the merchants, traders and inhabitants of the city 
of Londonderry, in common-hall aſſembled, was prefented to the 
Houſe and read, ſetting forth that the propoſitions for arranging 
the commercial intercourſe between Great Britain and Ireland, 
which had paſſed the Iriſh Parliament, have received very mate- 
rial alterations in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons; that as every 
opportunity hath been given to the merchants and manufacturers 
of Great Britain to conſider thoſe propoſitions, and lay their ſen- 
timents thereon before parliament, petitioners hope that ſufficient 
time may be given to the trading intereſt of Ireland to examine a 
ſyſtem of commercial arrangement that is to be final; and pray- 
ing that the conſideration of the ſaid propoſitions may be pol. 
poned until next ſeſſion of parliament. 


A petition of the mayor, citizens, traders and manufacturers 
of the city of Kilkenny, was preſented to the Houſe and read, 
ſetting forth that petitioners have taken into conſideration the 
propofitions for a conſtitutional and commercial arrangement be- 
rween Great Britain and Ireland, as they have been altered in the 
Briti Houſe of Commons; and that petitioners hope this Houſe 
will defer entering into the conſideration of the aforeſaid propoſi- 
tins until the next ſeſſion of parliament z and repreſenting, that 
if it ſhould appear expedient to paſs any acts for commercial regu- 
lations between Ireland and Great Britain, the ſacrifice to Great 
Britain of the internal conſumption of our own manufaQures 


thould be in ſome degree compenſated by an unequivocal acknow- 


ledgement by the Britiſh parliament, of our being included in all 
commercial treaties made or to be made with foreign powers; 
and ſubmitting the premiſes to the conſideration of the Houle. 


A petition of the merchants, traders and prineipal inhabitants 
af the town of Belfaſt, was preſented to the Houſe and read, 
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ſetting forth that the propoſitions for ſettling a commercial inter- 
courſe between this kingdom and Great Britain, as altered in the 
Britiſh parliament, ſeem to petitioners calculated not only in many 
inſtances to ruin the manufaQures of Ireland, and cut off her 
commerce with other countries, but alſo to contain matter ſub- 
yerſive of the independence of the Iriſh legiſlature ; and praying 
that when the ſaid propoſitions ſhall come before the Houſe they 
may be ordered to be printed and diſperſed throughout the king- 
dom, and that the conſideration of them may be poſtponed until 
next ſeſſion of parliament. 


A petition of the freemen, freeholders, merchants, traders and 
other inhabitants of the town, and county of the town of Droghe- 
da, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that peti- 
tioners humbly conceive that the reſolutions for a final adjuſtment 
of commercial intercourſe between Great Britain and Ireland are 
deſtructive of the trade and conſtitution of this country; that a 
ſubject of ſuch magnitude cannot be too maturely and delibe- 
ntely conſidered, and praying that the conſideration of the ſaid 
propoſitions may be poſtponed until the next ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, 


A petition of the merchants, traders, manufacturers and inha- 
bitants of the town and neighbourhood of Wexford, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that certain propoſi- 
tions for a final ſettlement of the trade between Great Britain 
and Ireland, lately agreed to by the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, 
contain a ſyſtem of commerce ſo complicated, and filled with 
matters of ſuch great conſequence to the ſafety and exiſtence of 
our trade and conſtitution, as to require ſome time to be given 
to the traders and manufacturers of Ireland to digeſt the whole, 
and to come to proper and ſalutary reſolutions about them; and 
praying the Houſe not to come to any final reſolutions upon ſaid 
propolitions during this ſeſſion of parliament. h 


The Houſe, purſuant to order, reſolved itſelf into the grand 
committee of ſupply, Sir John Parnell in the chair, | 


The Caanceiion or Tye Excutquea ſeverally moved, 


That towards granting a further ſupply to his Majeſty, for 
the purpoſe of carrying on the inland navigations of this kingdom, 
an additional tax of 208. for every fourzwheel carriage not for 
bire, from and after the 25th day of March next, for twenty-one 
years, | 
An additional tax of 6d. a pack on all cards made, and 1s, 
an all imported, 

An additional tax of 58. a pair on dice, 
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An additional tax of 6d, an ounce on plate manufaQured or 


The Syearxen having reſumed the chair, the report of the 
committee was ordered to be received to-morrow. 


Mr. Joun Tores moved, that the bill for encouraging agri- 
culture, paſſed in the reign of George II. be repealed. 


Mr. Gx1rer1THn ſaid that there was never a law made without 
fome reaſon, and that he thought no law ought to be repealed 
without a ſufficient reaſon ;z that there were many laws in favour 
of landlords, but none in favour of the tenants z that the objects 


for repealing the bill would prevent agriculture, and grind the 
face of the poor. 4 = 2 


Mr. Tor ex ſaid that the law had ſeldom or ever been put in 
execution, which was, that five acres out of every hundred ſhould 
de tilled ; that the law, as it now ſtood, tended to render the 

land waſte ; at near the expiration of a long leaſe there were te- 
nants who let the lands for a certain ſpecies of huſbandry, which, 
at the end thereof, left the land in fo hatten a ſtate as made it not 


worth accepting z and that the Lord Chancellor had it not in his 
power to grant an injunction. 


The following meſſage from his Grace the Lord Lieutenant 
was received by the Yeoman Uſher of the Black Rod: 


« Mr. Speaker, 
© It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure, that this 
Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.” 


Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend 
his Grace; and being returned, the Speaker reported that the 
Houſe had attended his Grace the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe 
of Peers, and that his Grace had given the royal aſſent to the fol- 


lowing bills: 
| „t EG RP TE 


1. An act for continuing and amending ſeveral laws relating to 


his Majeſty's revenue, and for the more effectually preventing of 


frauds therein. 

2. An act for the relief of inſolvent debtors, with reſpect to the 
impriſonment of their perſons. 

3. An act for the compleating and effeQually lighting and 
watching of Rutland-ſquare, and tor the better ſupport and main- 
tenance of the hoſpital for the relief of poor lying-1n. women in the 
city of Dublin, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned, 
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4. An act for the further improvement and extenſion of the 
fiſheries on the coaſts of this kingdom. 

5. An act to explain and amend the ſeveral acts made in this 
kingdom to encourage the building of houſes, and making other 
improvements on church lands, and for other purpoſes. : 

6. An act for preventing vexatious injunctions to ſtay proceed - 
ings at law, and for giving coſts to defendants in courts of equity 
in certain caſes. 


Firn 


1. An act for veſting certain lands, tenements, hereditaments 
and premiſes, ſituate in the county of Waterford and kingdom of 
Ireland, the eſtate of John Uſber, Eſq; in truſtees, that the fame, 
or a competent part thereof, may be fold for the payment of 
debts and incumbrances affecting the ſame. 

2. An act for veſting certain lands in the county of Galway, 
late the eſtate of Sir Ulick Burke, Baronet, deceaſed, in truſtees, 
to raiſe by ſale or mortgage of a competent part thereof a ſum of 
16,0001, ſterling, for the 22 of paying off incumbrances, 
and for other family purpoſes therein mentioned. | 
3. An act for veſting certain lands and tenements therein men- 
tioned, the eſtates of Walter Taylor, of Caſtle-Taylor, in the 
county of Galway, Eſq; in truſtees, for payment of debts and 
incumbrances affecting the ſame. 

4. An act for making an exemplification of the laſt will and tef- 
tament of Jame:, Tilfon, formerly of Boleſworth-Caftle, in the 
county of Cheſter, in the kingdom of Great Britain, Eſq; evi- 
dence of ſuch will within the kingdom of Ireland. 

5. An ad to enable the Right Honourable Sentleger, Lord 
Baron Doneraile, and his eldeſt ton, the Honourable Hayes Sent- 
leger, to ſettle a jointure on ſuch wife as the ſaid Hayes Sent- 
leger ſhall marry in the life-time of his father, and to ſecure a 
— for the younger children of ſaid Hayes Sentleger by ſuch 
wife. | | 

6. An act to enable the Honourable Edward Ward and Sir 
John Parnell, Baronet, truſtees of the eſtates of the Right 
Honourable Nicholas, Lord Viſcount Bangor, a lunatic, to make 
leaſes of the eſtates of the ſaid lunatic. 


Mr. Kearney called the attention of the Houſe to recolled, 
that when they laſt met he had expreſſed a wiſh that the commer- 
cial adjuſtment between this country and Great Bricain might, 
conſidering the latencſs of the ſeſſion and the great difference of 
opinion that prevailed on the ſubject, be poſtponed until next 
ſelon. What has ſince paſſed, ſaid he, has not at all conduced to 
make me alter my opinion on the ſubject: The general diſap- 
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probation, I have every where ſeen, and the reprobation the pro- 

ſttions have met with from numerous and reſpectable meeting; 
in this kingdom, not to mention the difference of opinion 1 find 
in England, between two of the moſt reſpectable characters in the 
cabinet, on their meaning, has determined me to fulfil the pro- 
miſe I made to move the poſtponing of them; therefore I now 
move the following reſolution : 

«* Reſolved, That though we moſt ardently wiſh to remoye 
every poilible cauſe of jealouſy between this kingdom and Great 
Britain, and to unite them in the cloſeſt ties of mutual intereſt, 
yet on account of the difficulty of getting proper information, and 
of the late period of the preſent ſeſſion, we find ourſelves under 
a neceſſity of poſtponing the further conſideration of the commei- 
cial arrangement to the next ſeſſion of parliament.” “ 


Mr. MonTGomtky {of Donegall) ſeconded the motion. | 
Mr. Foxzes.—No perſon has a higher reſpect for the honour- 


able gentleman who made this motion than J have, but at pre- 
ſent I think it is rather premature: I truſt a majority, of this Houſe 
will be againſt receiving the propoſitions. Three-fourths of the 
kingdom are againſt them; but as this is not the time to oppoſe 
them, I hope the honourable gentleman will withdraw his mo- 
tion, 15 

Mr. Mon TGomery faid the lateneſs of the ſeſſion made it ne- 


ceſſary that the Houſe ſhould come to a determination to poſtpone 
them until the next. 


Mr. Wasp offered a petition from the freeholders of the 
county of Down, and moved that it be Row read, RT 

The Ar TAN TY Genera objefted to the petition being 
received, on account of the whole of the names ſubſcribed to 
it being in the ſame hand-writing; and which the honourable 

ntleman who preſented it acknowledged, becauſe the original 
— were on ſo many different pieces of paper, and which 
could not be otherwiſe in to large a county; but he would vouch 
it to be the real and genuine petition of the freeholders of the 
county of Down. But the Attorney General would not admit 
of it, as. he ſaid the clerk might have as well put down twice 
1877 names as thoſe he had, and that- he knew of no reaſon why 
the original names ſhould not have been added, than they could 
nat write their names, and as ſuch the Houſe could not receive 
— 3 

Sir Henxy Cavenpisn ohjected to it, and called it a ſpuri- 
ous petition. 


Mr. Coax v ſaid he could not conceive, as the honourable 
member who preſented the petition had authenticated it, why 1 


5 ſhould be objected to. The county of Down, he ſaid, was the 
1 third largeſt county in the kingdom, and they could not all meet 
| at one time, and it was impoſlible that they could have met in 
. time before the propulgans were brought on in the Houſe, as 


they were hurried through with ſuch great precipitation; he there- 


; fore truſted the Houle and the public would not think it a ſpurious 
petition, when the honourable gentleman who preſented it had 
0 youched for its authenticity. 
R The ATTorNey GENERAL ſaid that he obſerved that the 
5 names were put on it without any kind of authority; that one 
d name was ſigned the ſeventh, and alſo the laſt; and it was very 
4 improper that ſuch a ſpurious petition ſhould be brought in, as 
* even the chairman of the meeting had not ſigned it. | 
The petition was withdrawn. 
r- Mr. Coxx moved, that the proper officer do lay before the 
* Houſe an account of what articles of the manufacture of the Eaſt- 
fe Indies are prohibited to be imported into this kingdom for home 
he conſumption from all places whatſoever ; diſtinguiſhing the places 
le and countries from whence they are ſo prohibited to be imported. 
w Alſo, that the proper officer do lay before the Houſe an account 


of the number of men raiſed in this kingdom for the ſervice of his 
6 Majeſty's fleets and armies, from the concluſion of the peace in 
ne 1703, to the preſent time; diſtinguiſhing the numbers raiſed for 
the regiments in this kingdom at all times reſpectively. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 20, 1785. 


Sir Jonun PARNELL, according to order, reported from the 
committee of the whole Houſe, appointed to conſider further of 
vays and means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty for 
promoting and carrying on inland navigations in Ireland, the te- 
ſolutions which the committee had directed him to report to the 
Houſe, which he read in his place, and after delivered in at the 
table, where the ſame were read, and agreed to by the Houſe, 
and are as follow : 


| 1. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards raiſing the further ſupply granted to his Majeſty for pro- 
moting and carrying on inland navigations in Ireland, a tax of 
208, yearly be laid on every coach and chariot, and of 58. on 
every Chaiſe in this kingdom, not uſed for hire, for twenty-one 
years, from the 25th day of March, 1786, 
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2. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that to- 
wards raiſing the ſaid ſ:pply, a tax of 6d. a pack be laid on alt 
playing cards which ſhall be made for ſale in this kingdom, and 
of 12d. a pack on all which ſhall be imported, during the time 
aforeſaid, over and above all other duties payable thereon. 

3. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards raiſing the ſaid ſupply, a tax of 5s. a pair be laid on all dice 
made in this kingdom, or which ſhall be imported into the ſame, 
during the time aforeſaid, over and above all other duties payable 
thereon. | 

4. Reſolyed, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 

towards raiſing the ſaid ſupply, a tax of 6d. per ounce be laid on 
all wrought or manufactured plate which ſhall be imported into 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, over and above all other 
duties eos thereon, 
5. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
neither the 6d. per pound, nor any other fees, ſhall be payable 
to the vice-treaſurers, receiver or pay-maſter general, clerk of 
the pells, or any other officer or officers of this kingdom, for or 
on account of the ifſuing or payment of any ſum or ſums of money 
which ſhall be received for or on account of the ſaid ſeveral du- 
nes. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in one or more bill or 
bills, purſuant to the ſaid refolutions and the reſolutions of the 

committee of ſupply ; and that the Right Honourable the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, Sir John Parnell, the Right Honourable 
the Attorney General, the Solicitor General, and the Prime Sei- 
jeant, do prepare and bring in the ſame. ; 


The CyanceLLoR or THE ExcaeqQUer faid a miſtake had 
found way into the news-papers of yeſterday, and which he de- 
fired to contradict. It had been ſtated that he had moved for a 
tax of fix per cent. on pells and poundage; in conſequence of 
which ſeveral gentlemen had applied to him to know how their 
offices were to be affected by this tax; he therefore now declared 
that he had not moved any ſuch reſolution, 


The Streak obſerved to the Houſe that an alteration had 
been made by the Lords in the bill for the encouragement of the 
fiſheries on the north - weit coaſt of the kingdom; that the bill ws 
partly public and partly private; the alterations related mereiy 
to the private aliairs of Mr. Cunningham, by adding another de. 
nomination of his eſtate for the better ſecurity of the public, aud 
another clauſe that the agents or receivers of the lands ſhould ac- 
count to the commiſſioners as all public money is uſually account- 
ed for. It had been mentioned to him that as this bill was to be 
conſidered as a money-bill, if any alteration was allowed it would 
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be an infringement on the privilege of this Houſe, but as to theſe 
particular amendments, and the bill itſelf, was of a private 
nature, on conſideration he was of opinion it could not be confi- 
dered as a money-bill, or that the alterations were a breach of 
their privileges 3 but as it had been objected to, he thought it his 
duty to Rate it to the Houle for theit determination. 

Sir Lucius O*Bx1e x ſaid he had, on the firft view of the bill, 
ſtarted the objection, but not with any view of oppoſition to it ; 
bur that he was ſatisfied with the obſervations and opinion of the 
chair, with which he entirely coincided, 


Mr. Coax x ſaid, from what had paſſed this ſeſſion, and pro- 

bably would happen again, that if any altefation in a bill of 2 
money nature ſhould = ſuffered by the Lords, it would be 
brought as a 77 to deſtroy the privileges of the Commons, 
and he thought the bet mode would be to move a reſolution as ta 
the amendments, and then the amendments and reaſons would 
appear on the journals. 


dit Lucius O' Ba tax explained the nature of the bill, which 
only direQed the application of the money, and ſaid that the bill 
was only to be conſidered as a private bill, 


The Sreanren.— There are ſeveral inſtances of the Lords in 
England having made alterations in ſuch bills, but the alterations 
and the reaſons alligned are entered on the journals, 


A petition of the freeholders of the county of Down, whoſe 
names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the Houſe and 
read, ſetting forth that petitioners are much alarmed at the altera- 
tions which have been made by the Britiſh Houſe of Commons in 
the commercial propoſitions which paſſed the parliament of Ire- 
land, and are apptehenſive that, ſhould the ſame be adopted here, 
our manufaQures might be ruined, our trade circumſcribed, and the 
independence of our legiflature ſubverted; and 2 that the 
conſideration of the faid propoſitions may be po 2 until the 
next ſeffion of partiament, _ 


Read a ſecond time a bill from the Lords for the relief of under 
tenants, who, in caſes of ejeQment for non-payment of rent, ſhall 


redeem ar ſave their landlords intereſt, by the payment of tent 
to the head landlord, 


Sir Henxy CavenÞisH ſaid he was as much inclined to do 
whatever ſhould be thought for the advantage and encouragement 
of the under · teuantry as any man, but he thought the pteſent bill 
perplexed and incompetent for the purpoſe ;. that it would create 
luits inftead of preventing or ſhortening them; and as it required. 
conſideration, he hoped 1t would not be hurried. | | 
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Mr. Tor ex fail that by the law, as it now ſtands, reſpeQing 


landlord and tenant, a bill in equity for reſtoration or payment of 


che rent may be filed by a tenant againſt a wanton or colluſive 
eviction, but how was it in the power of a poor man to enter 
into a tedious and expenſive ſuit in equity. He mentioned the 
caſe of Barns, in the county of Cavan, who had voted at an 
election contrary to the intention of the landlord and the other 
tenantry : An ejectment was brought againſt him, he was turned 
out, and rendered unable immediately to pay the reat, but for- 
tunately for him he met with a very honourable man, and a biil 


has been filed to reſtore him, which, in the end, he had no doubt 


would be the-event of the cauſe. He ftated the bill in full, and 
the intention thereof, which was to enable a poor man to bring 
his rent into a court of law, that they might reſtore him without 
the expence of going into a court of equity. He agreed the bill 
ought not to be hurried, but well conſidered. 


The SecxETARY oF STATE faid he thought the bill of great 
conſequence, and that it ought to be well conſidered. He was 2 
friend to the tenantry. He always was deſirous of every ſupreme 
court having it in their power to do compleat juſtice, without 
going into equity ; but he thought the preſent bill inſufficient, for 
there was not any limitation of time in the firſt clauſe, which left 

it open for all perſons to claim at any time. 


The ATrTorney Genera declared himſelf a friend to the 
tenantry, and was of epinion the intervening landlord between 
the head landiord and the occupier of the land, was the ruin of 
the yeomanry of the kingdom. He thought the laws, as they 
now ftand, not ſufficient for the protection of the tenant, but 
— the preſent bill was not adequate for the purpoſe or intention 

Ot it. 

Mr. Micn ag SMITH obſerved, it was as probable that 4 
tenant might loſe his intereſt by a colluſion between che head 
landlord and the ſub-tenants, as they by a colluſion between the 
head landlord and the iatervening tenant, for they may withhold 
their rents, and then the firſt tenant cannot pay his rent. But he 


wiſhed the bill to be conſidered, as what fell from him was not 
from any wiſh to oppoſe it. 


Mr. Cuxrax faid the bill was complex and incompleat. 
The bill was committed for Friday next. 


F Mr. Fos Tex moved an inſtruction to the committee on the 
bill for aſcertaining a fund for carrying on the inland navigation, 


to prepare the fame, purſuant to the order of the 28th of May 
laſt ; which was ordered. 
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A bill for regulating the ſtage in the city and county of Dublin, 
according to order, was read a ſecond time. 


Mr. HaxTLEy faid that he underſtood the Lord Mayor of the 
city of Dublin had a right, time immemorial, to licenſe a city 
theatre z he meant to oppoſe the bill, and he believed ſhould pre- 
ſent a petition to the Houſe againſt it, from the corporation; and 
as a quarter aſſembly would be held on Friday, when the ſubject 
was intended to be diſcuſſed, he would requeſt that the bill would 
not be ordered to be committed until Saturday. * 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE Excarquer defired to know 
from the honourable member, if the city ſeal was not already fix- 
ed to a petition againſt the ſtage bill, and which had been carried 
by five or fix of the city commons, notwithſtanding forty of their 


members, with eight aldermen at leaſt, were abſolutely requiſite 
to conſtitute a legal poſt aſſembly. 


Mr. Haz TLey replied, that he did not belong to the corpora- 
tion, being only a freeman of the city, and therefore could not 
give the Houſe any regular information — ſuch petition z 
but hoped the corporation would be able to juſtify themſelves, 
and furniſh him by Saturday with every neceſſary intelligence 
concerning it, 

The Honourable R. H. HuTcuinson faid that he was 
able to give the honourable gentleman, and the Houſe, very par- 
ticular information concerning the petition in queſtion, and which 
he muſt beg leave to pronounce a ſmuggling one. No leſs than 
three city aſſemblies had been ſummoned, and met on that occa- 
ſion, At the firſt but three or four of the Commons attended, 
and no buſineſs was done; at the ſecond aſſembly, ſeven mem- 
bers of the Commons only were preſent z and notwithſtanding 
the preſence of forty of their body were abſolutely requiſite to 
give ſanction to, and make it a legal act of ſuch poſt aſſembly, 
theſe ſeven members voted and confirmed a petition againſt the 
ſtage bill. That ſtruck, however, with the great irregularity 
of the proceeding, at another poſt afſembly, convened on city 
buſineſs, ſix of the ſeven publicly declared their proceedings a 
nullity, and deſired that the petition agreed to might not be for- 
warded to parliament ; therefore the Lord Mayor iſſued his ſum- 
mons for holding a third poſt aſſembly on the ſubject. It was 
accordingly called ; but lo! the meeting terminated in the moſt 
extraordinary reſolution, that the queſtion had already been diſ- 
poſed of. That notwithſtanding ſuch reſolution,” they dared not 
bring forward the petition, from the notorious irregularity which 
attended its being carried. | 


The Reconper faid that, having the honour to be the city 


1 


counſcl, he thought ic incumbent on him to give it as his opinion, 
| 'T'2 
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that the — alluded to had been legally carried, becauſe al- 
though forty members were neceſſaty to form ſuch poſt afſembly, 
yet as the houſe had not been counted, it was fair and regular in 
them to proceed, as they exactly copied the example of the rules 
of parliament; and he alſo conceived that the proceedings of 
the ſecond meeting, mentioned by the honourable gentleman who 
ſpoke laſf, could not be conſidered as irregular, 


The Right Honourable the SecxtTary or STATE faid that 
he ſhould naturally ſuppoſe that any act of the corporation of 
Dublin way perfectly conſonant to the rules of law, from the great 
advantage they ofſeiſed of the learned member who aQed as their 
counſel ; that he had the highett opinion of the conſequence and 
dignity of corporations in general, and in particular for that of 
the city of Dublin; but that he could not, conſiſtent with his 
duty in parliament, hear ſuch language without entirely diſſent- 
ing from the learned Recorder; and particularly addteſſed him- 
ſelf to the gentlemen of the long robe, who muſt, upon a mo- 
ment's reflection, ſee the illegalicy of corporate bodies acting in 
oppoſtion to law z for the pailing of the petition under conſidera- 
tion, at a poſt aſſembly, coofiſting of a leſs number of the city 
Ccamn.ons than forty, was in direct violation of ads of parliament, 
made for the regulation of the corporation of Dublin z one paſſed 
in Charles the Second's reign, and the other in that of his late 
Majeſty. That he had never before heard of the ſtrange idea of the 
rules of parliament being introduced as an example or ſanction for 
the proceedings of local corporate aſſemblies ; that he could not 
help expreſſing his aſtoniſhment at the advancement of ſuch an 
argument againſt the poſitive letter of two acts of parliament, and 

the new rules which regulated the proceedings of the corporation, 
and from which they could not legally depart. He therefore 
wiſhed to have it known and thoroughly underſtood that parlia- 
ment was a ſupreme coutt, governed only by its own privileges, 
rules and laws, and not accountable to any tribunal whatever. 
But that corporate bodies, inſlituted by charter, and regulated by 
the common or ſtatute law, were accountable to the court of 
King's-bench for every illegal or = N act done by them in a 
corporate capacity. It was no pleadable or proper juſtification, 
therefore, for them to ſay that they had imitated or adopted the 
rules of the ſupreme court of judicature, but they ought impli- 
citly to obey and conform themſelves to ſuch local laws, regu- 
lations and aQs, as the legiſlature had obtained for their particular 

. obtervance, | 
The ArToxney GeneraL ſaid that the fads which had 
deen advanced, reſpecting the extraordinary proceedings of a late 
aſſembly, Rood uncontradicted ; nor was it attempted to be de- 
nied but that che city ſeal was affixed to this ſmuggled petition ; 
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for which act he was clear in opinion that the. magiftrate, b 
whoſe influence or ordet it was done, was guilty of a high 


miſdemeanor and would be puniſhed in a moſt exemplar y 
manner, 


The bill was ordered to be committed for Friday. 


— — A — — — — — — 
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A petition of the merchants and manufacturers, fraders and 
rincipal inhabitants of the town and county of the town of 
Galway, was preſented to the Houſe and read, fetting forth, that 
the twenty reſolutions which lately paſſed the Britiſh Houfe of 
Commons, relative to the ſettlement of commercial intereourſe be - 
tween Great Btitain and this kingdom, appear to petitioners to 
be ſubverſive of the rights of the parliament ef Ireland; and 
praying the Houſe to defer entering on the faid reſolutions during 
the preſent ſeſſion of parliament. 


A meſſage was received from the Lords, with the bill for re- 
pairing and making perfect the roads in the county of Dublta, 
with ſeveral amendments thereto: As ſoon as the Speaker had 
read the amendments, he obſerved, that though this was only a 
turnpike or road bill merely, yet as it tended to levy money upon 
the ſubjeQ, he doubted whether it ought not to be conſidered 
u 2 money bill, and therefore an invaſion of the privileges of 
that Houſe, and therefore he fliould now put the queſtion that 
theſe amendments be conſidered to-morrow, 


Mr. Gax Dine obſerved that the ſeveral amendments which 
had taken place in the other Houſe of Parliament were to be at- 
tributed to clerical omiſſions not ariſing from the elerks of the 
Houſe of Commons, but from thoſe of chegks whom he had em- 
ployed for that purpoſe, and from his own hurry and iaadvertenee 
had been admitted to paſs through that Houſe. He had informed 
1 noble Lord of his acquaintance of thoſe miſtakes, and had 
hopes thet he ſhould have theſe elerical errors correQed by his 
means, but not in the form of amendments z he therefore truſted 
that the correQing mere vmiſſions would not afford a reaſon for 
rejecting the bill. g 

The Steak EA then faid that if the amendments were ſuck as the * 
right honourable gentleman had repreſented them to be, it would 
be beſt ſeen to-morrow ; and having put the queſtion upon the 


conſideration of theſe amendments being deferred till then, it was 
ordered accordingly, | | 
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Mr. Joun WoL re moved the order of the day, which was to 
go into. the committee for the conſideration of the petition of 
John Locker. WA | 


Mr. Foxes begged that the honourable gentleman would per. 
mit him to ſay a very few words on a ſubject that would not take 
up much time; it was to introduce a petition from the freemen 
and inhabitants of the city of Waterford. He ſaid he had receiv. 
ed a letter from the repreſentatives of that city, ſtating that ill- 
neſs prevented them from delivering a — from their conſti- 
tuents, againſt the propoſitions now under conſideration before the 
Engliſh legiſlature, and deſiring him to deliver it. 


He then preſented a petition of the merchants, traders and inha- 
- bitants of the city of Waterford, ſetting forth that petitioners are 
greatly alarmed at the propoſitions ſubmitted to the Britiſh parlia- 
ment, for ſettling a commercial ſyſtem between this kingdom and 
Great Britain; that a ſubje& of ſuch importance cannot be too 
maturely conſidered, and praying that when theſe propoſitions 
ſhall come before the Houſe they may be ordered to be printed, 
and diſperſed throughout the kingdom; and that the Houſe may 
. defer coming to a final determination thereon until the next ſeſſion 


of parliament. - 


When, the Clerk had proceeded to read the petition, reading 
only one of the names, after the uſual manner of reading petiti> 
ons, ; OT | 


M. Bor rox deſired that he ſhould read the remainder of the 
names, and obſerved, that there ſhould not be much time loſt, 
as there were not above twenty or thirty names to it. 


The Clerk then proceeded to read the names; but the Houſe 
growing impatient, called on the clerk to proceed to read tae 
. petition ſhort. 


Mr. Foxnes inſiſted on his reading the remainder of the names; 
for as the motion made by the honourable gentleman was rather 
fingular, and tended to throw ſome diſrepute upon the petitioners, 
he wiſhed the remaining names to 'be read, in order to convince 
that honourable gentleman that ſeveral of the moſt reſpectable 
citizens of Waterford had put their names to it. 


Mr. BoLT ox faid he ſhould not have troubled the Houſe with 
the hearing of a liſt of names, if, by having an intimate inter- 
_ courſe with the city of Waterford, and living in its neighbour- 
hood, he had not well known the manner in which this petition 
was obtained; and he ſhould now ſtate thęſe means to the Houſe, 
to let them ſee the degree of attention it deſerved. It hid been 
brought about in that city by the means of a Mr, Keating, who was 
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agent to Mr. Colquhon, a Scotch merchant at Edinburgh ; and 
when gentlemen had reflected on the teſtimony of that Mr. Col- 
quhon, who was the gentleman deputed by the Scotch merchants 
to give evidence at the bar of the two Houſes of Parliament in 
England, they would well conſider what weight a petition pro- 
cured by ſuch means could acquire. He confeſſed there were 
ſome reſpectable names to the petition, but they were hut very 


. few, not above eight or ten af the principal merchants of Water- 


ford having ſigned it. 


Mr. FoxBes ſaid he was very well pleaſed that the petition was 
procured, if it was procured by the mediation of Mr. Colquhon ; 
as it already appeared that England and Scotland were againſt 
theſe baleful propoſitions, and it ſhould ſhortly appear that all 
Ireland was equally adverſe to them, and that before a fortnight 
went round he weeks pledge himſelf to the Houſe, that it would 
be evident that the ſenſe of three-fourths of the nation was adverſe 
to them, and he tied his faith as to that point upon the number 
of petitions which would appear on the table, if a fortnight's 
time would be given for that purpoſe. 


Mr. Bol rom faid that he had forgotten to ſtate to the Houſe 
an additional circumſtance regarding the preſent petition. The 
ſberiffs had convened at the deſire not of the freemen or freehold- 
ers, but the inhabitants; but on the day of the meeting, having 
perceived their error, they refuſed to preſide z in conſequence 
whereof, on the next day, the preſent petition was obtained, 


Mr. Fons ſaid that whatever defects there might be in the 
petition, they were not to be aſcribed to him. He had only pre- 
ſented it in compliance with the requeſt of the members for Wa- 
terford : One omiſhon indeed he had been guilty of, the city of 
Waterford ſtood diſtinguiſhed from other places, as it had TREE 
members. If he had at all conſidered the relation which the ho- 
ndurable member [Mt. Bolton] bore to that city, he ſhould have 
certainly communicated the petition to him. 


Mr. BzxowNnLow ſaid he underſtood that the buſineſs of the 
ſeſſion was nearly at an end, and he now wiſhed to know whe- 
ther gentlemen were again to expect to be called upon to meet 
after another adjournment, or whether they were to hope for a 
prorogation ; for his own part, he wiſhed, ſo ſoon as the remaining 
buſineſs ſhould be diſpatched, that country gentlemen might be 
permitted to retire, to enjoy the bleſſings of peace; for contident 
he was that whether the propoſitions which had come forward 


in this Houſe of parliament, only to the number of eleven, but 


had been augmented on the other fide of the water to twenty, 
thould be produced in the ſhape of propoſitions, or under the 


maſk of bills, they would be equally injurious and unpalatable to 
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Ghis country. He ſaid he wiſhed them to be poſtponed, not only 
for the ſike of mature conſideration, but alſo for the fake of the 
N yi wes wt gy, - I affaits on the other fide 
the water, for whom he felt a high regard, an hereditary at- 
tachment, and whom from his foul he believed not to a& at all 
from himſelf in this bufineſs 3 and the confeffed that he wiſhed 
to fee men at the head of affaits, who like him had a character to 
loſe z ind he hoped that if his Majeſty would exerciſe that con- 
ſtitutional part of his prerogative, proroguing the parliament, that 
is miniſter will be able to ſee how unpalatable, how ungracieus 
to the whole of the three kingdoms the preſent meaſure was. He 
was confident that the noble Duke, whoſe repreſentative in that 
Houſe the right honourable ſecretary was, muſt feel himſelf ill 
treated in making him an inſtrument of bringing forward one ſyſ- 
tem to the people of Ireland, and then offering them another, 
which would be the caſe if the twenty propoſitions were brought 
orward in an age in that Houſe, Almoſt every man in that 
ſe had 3 himſelf to ſupport the independence of the 
riſh legiſlature, every man out off doors had done it, and the 
preſent propoſitions deſtroy that independence. Nay, now they 
are not advan us even to the commercial intereſts of Ireland, 
In theit very entrance they were queſtionable, but be had 
hopes that they might have produced fome advantages in com- 
meree-which would have compenſated for their defe&s—that hope 
was now totally defeated. He to know from the right ho- 
nourable ſecretary, whether the ſeſſion was again to be prolonged 
by . rene or whether 9 were to be per- 
mitted to go into the country to enjoy their pleaſure, or purſue, 
perhaps, * buſineſs, by means of a prorogatien, 

Mr. Qz ve faid he would be happy to give every information, 
and every ſatisſaction in his power: to every gentleman in that 
Houſe, and ſhould be rejoiced when he felt himſelf able to tell 
them that the word adjournment was changed to prorogation ; 
he was ſorry, however, that he could not fo readily afſent to 
every thing which fell from the right honourable gentleman, 
however high his authority wah c{pocully when he conſidered 
that, on a former occaſion, he bad thought proper to retraR from 
opinions which he had too haflily adopted on the ſubjeR of 
the propoſitions, He hoped from that regard, that hereditar 
regard, as the right honourable gentleman had expreſſed himſelf, 
which he hore for the right honourable miniſter of both kingdoms, 

might have very re: ly conſented to delay 4 that it. would 
de wrong, in his opinion, to leaye parliament — ſomething de-: 

cifive ſhould be done with regard to the great meaſures which 
were to come before the Houle, and it was therefore his opinion, 
that ſo ſoon. az the prdinary bulineſs was gone through, and 


- 
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which he underſtood to be but little, and might be done by Sa- 
widay next, it wauld be beſt to adjourn for a week or ten days, 


« 


in to give notice when reg buſineſs was to come on, thae 
gentlemen might be able to attend it 3 for he did not think when 
ſo much bad been thrown: into the world upon the ſubject, it 
would be proper, prudent, or honourahle to let the Houſe ſepa- 
nte without coming to ſome determination. For the noble Duke 
ut the head of affairs in this country, he would declare for him 
and for his adminiſtration, that neither he or they would lend 
their names to bring any thing through parliament which. was not 
for the advantage of bath. countries, and which they could not 
ſupport with honour to the accompliſhment, n 

Mr. Bxaow& Low faid he had never retrafted from any thing 
which he had on a former occafivn declared with regard to the 
loch, afterwards the 11th, and now the 2oth propoſition z that 
it was à tribute from this country to Great Britain true it was 
ina ſew days it had fo appeared in the news- papers, but that 
was 4 mi ſrepreſentation; not had he at all changed that opinion, 
for he dl felt it to be a tribute. Indeed, through perſonal civi- 
lity, he had rettacted ſome harſh expreſſions that had fallen from - 
tim with refpe& to the right hanourable gentleman. He bad 
now only to requeſt to know, if the twenty Popes were to 
be brought forward here as they have paſſed the Houfe of Lords 
in England ?. He had been as ready as any perfon for an ad- 
journment, where there was either poſſibility or pretence for 

r being altered, but that being now » he wiſhed to 


How in what ſhape they were to be. brought forward here. He 


lad he was ſbrry to receive ſuch an anſwer from the tepreſenta- 

tive of the amiable nobleman who governs this kingdom ; he ex- 

. more candour, particularly on an occaſion where that no- 
eman hitnfelf had been fo baſly, uſed. 

Mr. Ou ps ſaid he felt it neceſſary ta ſtate, that it was not 
compliments from, the right honourable- gentleman he meant to 
Wert ta, but to great Miliakes, The right honourable gentleman 
had alſo propheſied. that ſo ſaon as the propoſitions. were generally 
known, they would be generally diſapproved: of 3 but what was 
ihe conſequence ? The more they were knows the more general 
bad the apprebagion of them been ; he therefore had no right to 
pay great regard. to the opinion of a gentleman, haſtily formed 
now, whom he had found from a Gallar hafte, making conjec- 
jures equally erroneous, | 


Mr. Coax ſaid he had liſtened with attention to the right 
rable gentleman, but was now juſt as wiſe as when the 
converſation began. He had heard ſome dark and obſcure ex- 
prelſions which he could hardly make any thing out of, but at 
which be was not at all ſurptized. Much lurprized he was 
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indeed at the perſonal attack made on a right honourable 
member [Mr. Brownlow] who had been accuſed-of promulgating 
haſty and undecided opinions to the public: A member as remark- 
able for | coinciding in his opinion with the nation, and as little 
apt to form harſh or haſty judgment on any ſubjeR, as any mem- 
ber in that Houſe ; to ſingle out him for a perſonal attack was, a 
thing ſomewhat ſingular, and when it was done, he [Mr. Corry] 
faid he noticed it not out of fear that the attack could at all make 
any impreffion on his right honourable friend, but as it was cha- 
raQeriftic of the ſtile of meaſures which it was done in defence of, 
the country at large would know it, and would put their own 
conſtruction upon it.— He ſaid he was not ſurprized at the dark 
language of the right honourable ſecretary : when that gentleman 
, Caſt his eyes back upon what has paſſed, he would have ample 
grounds for his preſent conduct. A ſyſtem had been brought for- 
ward by him, to regulate the commercial intereſts of this coun- 
try, kept a profound ſecret except to a few miniſterial friends 
alſembled in the corner of the ſecretary's cloſet, in the corner of 
the caſtle ; hurried through both Houſes of parliament, without 
time for the parliament to underſtand its contents, much leſs for 
the nation to conſider it. Was there, ſaid he, a line of ſtatemert 
laid upon your table reſpecting your trade? No—A column of 
figures reſpecting your revenue and finance? No.—The right 
honourable member even refuſed every paper aſked for ; placing 
the influence of his office between the public and the officers of 
the public; and peeing their aſſiſtance ; thus he forced it on 
the country. This Houſe had heard on that occaſion his ptoſeſ- 
ſions of regard, of friendſhip, and of attachment, This Houle 
could not therefore ſuſpect the right honourable gentleman z but 
what muſt the uninformed country think, knowing him for what 
he is, a ſtranger, an alien to them? They muſt ſuſpect that he 
is now laughing at the kingdom of Ireland; that he muſt have 
-wrote to-the miniſter of England, to tell him what he had done; 
that he had refuſed every ſpecies of information, and time to 
parliament z and that notwithſtanding his ſyſtem was ſwal- 
owed, and himſelf applauded to the very echoes that __ 
again; and therefore don't (he muſt have ſaid to the miniflerin 
England) now conhne yourſelf to that ſyſtem ; if neceſſary 0r 
right for us, alter it, and make it up a-new ; the draught | admi- 
niſtered was ſwallowed in ſuch a manner by the parliament, and 
by the country, that I dare anſwer for any thing; make up an. 
other draught, no matter how bitter or how nauſeous ; as ſoon 8 
it is ready, I will make ſuch a parliament and ſuch a nation dil- 
charge that they, have already ſwallowed, and with equal eaſe 
pour down another infinitely worſe, infinitely more nauſeous; 
proceed therefore, and in my conſcience I think the parliament 
and the country rightly ſerved, for the ſhameful ſubmitſion of tht 
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one and the ſhameful apathy of the other. He ſaid the country 
was ſunk in apathy upon this ſubject. As to the right honour- 
able gentleman being a ſtranger, a noble lord in another kingdom 
had ſtated that there was in the adminiſtration of Ireland a 
fund of property, and a fund of ability, which was a ſufficient 
pledge for any.meaſure they interfered in. It was to the nation 
of Great Britain that he had ftated. this their aſſurance of ſafet y 
in the ſyſtem.—He had not ſtated a fund of honour and of 
ability, but a fund of property and of ability, that is of intereſt 
and of ability as a pledge to England—a powerful warning to 
the kingdom and intereſts of Ireland.— What ſhould rouſe the 
lethargy of the parliament and the nation of Ireland, warned 
that this friend of intereſt and ability was at work on the ſubject 
of their greateſt and moſt valuable intereſts in the dark, fince 
nothing is to be declared with openneſs reſpecting the meaſutes 
intended. | | | 

The noble duke, had been mentioned, whoſe name was lent 
to the preſent meaſures of adminiſtration. He ſaid he was ſorry 
for it, entertaining a ſincere reſpect for the name and hereditary 
victues of that noble perſon, from knowing them before he came 
into this kingdom, but ſince that time he had not the honour of 
any intercourſe with him; it was impoſlible he ſhould, thinkin 
43 he did of the meaſures of thoſe who directed his councils, — 
covered them with his name. Since, he muſt declare, viewing 
the meaſures which his miniſters were at this time purſuing, he 
ſhould think any connection whatſoever with chem a diſgrace. 
He lamented, he ſaid, the fate of that illuſtrious young noble- 
man, whoſe character was to be forfeited with a nation which he 
might have governed with advantage to the country, and honour 
to himſelf; and who was at the ſame time in his native country 
to loſe reſpect and popularity. which his name and family fo 
conſpicuouſly entitled him to. 


Mr. Buxcn, (of Oldtown) faid if the fourth propoſition 
ſhould paſs, the parliament of Ireland would be reduced to a 
more abject ſtate than the parliament of France—they would be 


obliged to regiſter edits without murmur, or without remon- 
ltrance, 


Mr. Moore ſaid the Houſe ought not to ſuſpect dangers 
before they ſaw them; when they did it would be time enough 
to attack them; a confidence ought to be repoſed in the 
adminiſtration of the country, and in that confidence he ſhould 
hope nothing ill could, or would be attempted. 


Sir HEN AY Cavinnisy requeſted the right honourable 
gentleman [Mr. Orde] would for the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, 
Cclare if the fourth propoſition, or any thing grounded therean, by 
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mote advantages to Ireland; and this being the 
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bill. or otherwiſe, was to be brought in this ſeſſion. He aſked 


- the queſtion, he faid, that the anſwer might give fatisfaQon 


to the public ; as to himſelf he declared he was 2 at eaſe 
upon the ſubject, for he was convinced no miniſter would ever 
dare, he repeated the words, would ever dare bring forward ſuch 
a ſyſtem in Ireland. 


The Ar Toa GTI. —If the people of this county 
remein in quiet, or are ſunk into apathy, as an honourable gen- 
temen hes ſaid, he has nothing to anſwer for on that account, 
for ure it muſt be allowed he has taken infinire pains to rouſe 


- thern; 


I dere no apprehenſion that the Duke of Rutland, or thoſe who 
ct under him, will ever introduce any thing into the parliament 
of this kingdom injurious to our commercial or conſtitutional 
rights 3 they have too muck honour, they have too much cha- 
raQter at ſtake; but I have very great apprehenſion of ſpeaking 
prematurely on the ſubje& of the commercial treaty, becauſe 
there are men both here and in England who feel themſelves inte- 
reſted in miſrepreſenting every thing that is ſaid on that ſubje, 
and in miſſesding the people of both countries. a 

As to a prorogation, if it be defired in a hope that a change 
will take place in admmiſtration, and that new miniſters will 
— us bettet terms, every man muſt ſee the vanity of ſuch 

ope, who-reads the ſpeech of a noble duke [the of Port- 
land] in the Britiſh Houſe of Lords. That noble duke declare 
That it never was the intention of his party to grant the 
ſmalleſt commercial advantage more to Ireland, and that rather 
than be acceffary to a mexſure ſo capitally rainous, nay fo 
capirally diſgraceful to England, he would have himſelf laid at 
his Majeſty's feet, that he might not hold his office longer.” 
The noble duke then, and (if he might be believed) his party 
were predetermined never to diſgrace themſelves dy granting any 
caſe, it is vain 


— to expect any thing, even from their acceſſion to 
e 


Far one, I declare that I never will conſent to impoſe any 
nofair terms upon this country, and whenever we ſhall be called 
upon to regiſter edicts, I ſhall be as forward as the honourable 
gentleman to affert the rights of the Iriſh partiament, and in ſo 
doing I am certain of being fupported by the gentlemen conneQed 
with adminiſtracion, | 

As-to the long atrendance in parliatnent, of which gentlemen 
have complained, it is as irkfome to me as to any other perſon, 
but on an occaſion of ſuch importance, I am content to give up 
my time a litcle longer to the public, and 1 hope gentlemen wil 
exezs theit patience to accompliſh a buſineſs, which if happily 
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ſettled, will mark the preſent æra with honour, and ſecure to 
them the gratitude of remoteſt ages. 


Sir ANNESLEY STEWART cenſured Mr, Orde”s ſilence, and 
expreſſed his diſapprobation of the miniſterial conduct throughout 
this buſineſs. - | 


Mr. Jonn WoLye ſaid that from the great knowledge and 
integrity of the perſons who had given their ſentiments to the 
eleven propoſitions, ſent from Ireland to Great Britain, he had 
reaſon to believe that they contained much beneficial matter, 
and nothing injurious to either country; but the ſyſtem now 
adopted in Great Britain was of a very different kind, injurious 
to — countries, and highly inſulting to this; he did not 
believe it to be the ſyſtem of the miniſter, whoſe honour and 
whoſe talents never could have produced any thing fo fooliſh 
or ſo diſhoneſt ; be attributed it to the ſame malignant influence 
which had loſt America, and which was now exerted to chace 
liberty from this iſland, her laſt aſylum upon earth. He called 
upon the right honourable ſecretary, to know whether any ſyſ- 
tem, formed on the Engliſh propoſitions, would be brought on 
this ſeſſion, : 

Mr. Oase ſaid he did not now think it very neceſſary to 
anſwer the honourable gentleman's queſtion, - Mrs perhaps 
kereafter it might be proper z but he was ſorry that by what he 
fad as to the urnment, he had not made himſelf underſtood, 
u it was his intention to be explicit; he meant to ſay that after 
the adjournment gentlemen would be called together, and 
notice would be given when real buſineſs would be brought 
0n, 


Lord Erward FitTzctRALD ſaid he wiſhed to know from 
the right honourable ſeeretary, whether he was to underſtand 
that meaſures of great importance were to be offered to par- 
lament this ſeſſion or not, as it was by no means clear whether it 
was intended or not. - 


Mr. Oxpe anſwered, that would be intimated when no- 


- - given for the attendance of the members of that 
ouſe, 


Lord Eowarp replied, that he wiſhed to know whether 
the meafures of importance that had- been alluded to in the 


debate, meant meaſures reſpeQing the commercial adjuſtmenc 
or not, 


Mr. Ox De anſwered, that the nature of the meaſures to be 
offered would be declared at the time that it was thought proper 
to propoſe the meaſures alluded to, and that he could not give 
my other anſwer to the noble lord's queſtion. | 
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Mr. Foxwes ſaid he was ſorry that the miniſter declined t 
anſwering the queſtion put to him, whether he intended to adopt n 
or give force by a law to the fourth propoſition ; that ſilence 
ed ill to the country, and proved it was yet a queſtion al 
with the Iriſh adminiſtration whether they would adopt the la 
fourth propoſition or not; he therefore warned every man ſq 
who regarded the independence of the Iriſh parliament to be on if 
his guard. in 

be 

— — th 

* 

Faix, JULY 22, 1785. ry 

A petition of the merchants and traders of the town of Sligo, bh 
was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that petitioners * 
apprehend that the reſolutions which have lately paſſed the Bi- bi 
tiſn Houſe of Commons, relative to a commercial arrangement ch 
between Great Britain and Ireland, are likely to affect, in a very | 
important degree, the rights and intereſts of this kingdom, and wo 
praying that the ſaid reſolutions may not be proceeded on this ſeſ- bes 
ſion of parliament. | for 
A petition of the gentlemen, clergy and freeholders of the m 
county of Sligo, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting *＋ 
forth that the propoſitions for eſtabliſhing a commercial intercourſe the 

between Great Britain and Ireland have received very material * 

alterations in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, and in their preſent the 

form are highly injurious to the trade and manufactures of this pre 
country; and praying that the conſideration of the ſaid propoſi- yy 
tions may be pollponed until the next ſeſſion of parliament. gre; 

A petition of the lord mayor, ſheriffs, commons and citizens fer 
of the city of Dublin, in common council aſſembled, was pre- er 
ſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that petitioners con- ur 
ceive that the paſſing into a law the bill for regulating the ſtage i8 wn 


the city and county of Dublin will be highly injurious to the pi. hag 
vileges of the citizens of Dublin; and praying that the ſaid bil city 


may not now pals into a law, the c 


The Houſe having gone into a committee on the bill for regu- 12 
lating the ſtage in the city and county of Dublin, Mr. Uniacke © 
in the chair, and the hrſt clauſe being read, | The 


The Recos faid that the bill militated againſt the rights to th 
of the city, as the chief magiſtrate had hitherto, by virtue at lea WI to the 
of preſcriptive privileges, exerciſed the power and right of licen'- WW and; 
ing all places of public diverſion ; but that this bill went to take WM ed, f 

away that right which had been fo long enjoyed. He obſerve! 
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that the clauſe was much too general, and the bill gave too 
much power in this matter to the crown; for the words were, 
that the crown ſhould grant one or more patent or patents, for 
any term not exceeding twenty-one years, under ſuch regu- 
lations, Conditions and reſtriftions as it might think proper; 
ſo that we cannot tell what fort of a theatre we may have 
if the bill ſhould paſs in its preſent form; and he thought the 
inveſting the crown with the power of paſſing ſuch patent might 
be of a dangerous tendency to the cauſe of freedom, and that 
the billwas moreover a monopoly, He was as much for a well 
regulated ſtage as any one, and was convinced that the public 
owed much to the preſent manager for his aſſiduity in procuring 
the moſt capital performers, and for having conſiderably raiſed 
the credit and dignity of the ſtage by his liberal and judicious 
oy conduct; yet, for the above reaſons, he could not conſent to the 


bill, and would therefore move for the chairman to quit the 
chair. 


The Honourable Ricuand Hel HuTcninson faid he 
would mention a circumſtance reſpecting the petition which had 
been juſt read, from which the committee would judge what 
ſort of attention it deſerved. In the courſe of the debate in the 
common council on the propriety of petitioning, a motion was 
made that the learned gentleman who had juſt ſat down ſhould 
be called upon, as the law officer of the corporation, to inform 
the aſſembly whether the power of licenſing a theatre was veſted 
in the chief magiſtrate by charter, or how otherwiſe, tn order that 
they might not be prevailed upon to petition parliament for the 
preſervation of a right of which they might poſſibly not be able 
to ſhew the exiſtence. But this motion was negatived, and a 
great majority determined to petition at all events, but by no 
means to receive information upon the ſubject. This, he con- 
feſſed, did not prejudice him much in favour of the petition, and 
made him ſuſpect that the advocates for petitioning had no great 
confidence in the juſtice of their cauſe, on which they were ſo 
averſe to hear the opinion of the learned gentleman. He faid he 
had been luckily furniſhed with the grounds on which ſome of the 
city gentlemen had oppoſed this bil! z and he begged to read to 
the committee a part of one of the ſpeeches on that day, which 
ud been juſt put into his hands :—** What, ſhall our lips be 
8 . ſealed in the theatre — no groaning any tyrant viceroy no hiſſes— 
Uniac no clapping of hands for the volunteers and Lord Charlemont ?” 

he committee, he ſaid, would determine what weight was due 
he rights BY to the city oppoſition, founded upon ſuch principles as theſe, As 
> at leal BY tothe bill it{elf, though it had been in the poſſeilion of the Houſe, 


OOO 


if licen· {MW and printed, for upwards of a month, it was not, as he apprehend- 
8 — ed, from what had fallen from the honourable gentleman, by any 
oblerve 2 
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means rightly underſtood. He ſhould therefore beg leave to men. 
tion to the committee very ſhortly the ſubſtance and the objcR of 
the bill ; but in order to remove any ſort of mifapprehenfion, he 
ſhould think it in the firſt place neceſſary to 22 ſome ideas 
which he had reaſon to know had been attributed to kim, before 
he ſtared what his intentions really were. By the Britiſh act of 
10 George II. the lord chamberlaia had the powers of prohibiting 
in Great Britain the repreſentation of any play which he might 
not approve, under the penalty of 50l. for each offence, and, i 
the caſe of a patentee, the forfeiture of the patent. It was ao 
„ he ſaid, of his ſcheme to lay any ſuch reſtraint upon the 
— the prefe, or to ſubject dramatic exhibitions in this 
kingdom to any fort of reviſion or controul. His bill created ao 
y, nor did it in any reſpect aſcertain or limit the numbe 
of theatres. It did not attack the private property of any man, 
nor wes it his intention to place ſuch a power in any hands that 
might, by any poſſibility, be perverted to oppreſs the performer, 
ot to abuſe the confidence of the public. He wiſhed to put the 
Iriſh Rage on a footing with its neighbours, and, by making thes- 
trical inſtitutions more teſpectable, to add to the reſpeCtability 
and the comfort of the ſituation of every perſon who made the 
ſtage his profeſſion, His object was to lay a foundation for the 
eſtabliſhment of a well regulated theatre, on a reſporiable and per- 
manent footing, and not as at preſent holding by the uncertain 
tenure of a licence at will, granted very frequently without any 
manner of conſideration, and which might be as capricjoul)y r- 
voked without even the ſhadow of a complaint. e bill under 
their cunſideration went no farther than this : It impowered 
vernment, by letters patent, for any term of years not exceeding 
twenty-one, to eſtablih not one, but any number of theatres in 
the city and county of Dublin, and it prevented any theatricd 
repreſentation in the city or county of Dublin without ſuch pa- 
tent, or, as the bill then ſtood, the licence of the Lord Lieutenant. 
But the clauſe empowering the Lord Lieutenant to eſtabliſh a the- 
atre by his warrant he ſbould move te have expunged, as not con- 
fiſtent with the principle of the bill, which propoſed to authoriſe 
no eſtabliſhment but a permanent one, "Theſe letters patent, be 
ſaid, might be granted to any number, and at any time, at tix 
diſcretion of government ; and the patent itſelf was intended to 
contain ſuch conditions as would effeQually ſecure the public and 
the performers at the ſame ume. He ſaid he had taken par: iculur 
pains to obviate any objections which might have been made to 
the bill on the footing of private property z and he certain 
would never have brought the meaſure forward whilſt any fu 
objections remained. But he lad ſucceeded ſo far, that he thought 
he could then aſſure the committee with confidence, that no man 
would be injured by that bill in his ſituation or property ; and i 
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tlemen agreed. with him in thinking the regulation of the ſtage an 
object worthy their attention, they had then an opportunity of 
doing a publie good, without injuſtice to any individual. 


Sir BoyLe Roc ſaid that the bill kept clear of every ground 
of monopoly, becauſe it empowered the viceroy to grant patents 
for as many theatres as he ſhould think proper. That it was de- 
monſtrated, by an experience of forty years, that this city could 
not ſupport two theatres. That every crowned head in Europe 
had taken the ſtage under their protection, and that Ireland was 
the only country where ſuch protection was not enjoyed. That 
the city magiſtrate, exercifing the power of licenſing theatres, 
ſerved but to encourage oppoſition, and for adventurers and. ſtrol- 
ling companies to come to Dublin, to bring a diſgrace on the 
ſage and to become bankrupts, to the great loſs of many indi- 
viduals, who ſuffered ſeverely by giving ſuch adventurers credit 


upon ſpeculation, That the preſent manager is a gentleman of 


very reſpectable family and character, and who, by his prudent 
conduct, and meriting and obtaining general encouragement, has 
been the only manager for many years who has eſcaped bank- 
mptcy. That Mr. Daly had been indefatigable in procuring from 
time to time the moſt capital performers, ſparing no expence for 
the gratification and entertainment of the public ; and therefore to 
encourage merit, and ſupport the credit of the ſtage, he hoped 
the Houſe would be unanimous in agreeing to the bill. 


Mr. HaxTLEy declared himſelf againſt the bill, and that his 
ſentiments met thoſe of the Recorder, whoſe motion he ſeconded, 
43 he thought it an infringement on the rights of the city magiſtrate z 
that he was againſt a monopoly of every kind; and that the bill 
was in effect a monopoly, though it did not appear to be ſo. It 
was, in his opinion, dangerous to put ſuch a power in the hands 
of the crown, as it might at will grant or diſannul patents, and 
thereby keep managers under its controul; and that adminiſtra» 
tion may rer:der ſuch controul of the ſtage injurious to liberty, 
by preventing any piece from being acted which breathed the 
ſentiments of trecdom, and on the other hand encourage only the 
repreſentation of ſuch plays as ſerved to extinguiſh the ſacred fire 
of patriotiſm, © 


Mr. Gaxpinen ſaid he did not deny but that the lord mayor 
bad exerciſed a power of licenſing theatres, but the queſtion was, 
It le poſſeſſed any legal right of ſo doing, For his own part he 
was convinced, if the pretended right was examined into, that 
: would appear as groundleſs as his late claim of right to compel 
the weighing of corn. It was uſual, on the application of any 
let of players, were they ever ſo wretched pertormers, on com- 
plying with the terms of appropriating a box to the lord mayor 
and oy, and putting up the 95 arms over it, and paying 4 
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twenty guinea fee to his lordſhip's ſecretary (alias to his lordſhip) 
to have a licence granted them. That being- himſelf a lover of 
dramatic entertainments, he had at times frequented ſuch licenſed 
companies, and more than once found the lord mayor and himſelf 
the only perſons in the boxes. That ſuch companies, in ſhort, 
had at diFerent times been licenſed by the chief magiſtrate of 
Dublin, as were a diſgrace to the ſtage, and an inſult to all ad- 
mirers of the drama in the metropolis of this kingdom. He ſaid 
there had been ſome talk about inveſting the crown with the right 
of licenſing theatres: The power muſt be lodged ſomewhere, 
and where ſo proper as with the viceroy ? In England, govern- 
ment not only granted licence, but even took upon them to dic- 
tate the performances, through the lord chamberlain; but this 
bill did not give ſuch power, in reſpect to the pieces that were to 
be repreſented; if it did, he would agree, by explicit words, to 
prevent it. As to monopoly, it is in this particular caſe in ſome 
meaſure neceſſary, for the conduct of the theatre muſt be in the 
hands of ſome one perſon who muſt have a fund neceſſary for the 
purpoſe, and that myſt be done by encouragement. But govern- 
ment is not limited to the number of theatres to be licenſed, ſo 
that it cannot be monopoly. He declared his fondneſs for thea- 
trical exhibitions, and wiſbed to ſee rational and well conducted 
entertainments, but in which we had been deficient for a ſerie 
of years paſt, from the ſcatcity of good performers here, though 
the preſent manager had done 4 utmoſt for the amuſement of the 
public; and as the beſt performers were in another country, and 
engaged during the winter ſeaſon, had obliged him to bring 
them over here, at a very great expence, in the ſummer ſeaſon; 
he thought, therefore, every encouragement ought to be given 
to ſo deſerving a manager, to enable him to have the beſt per- 
formers here at the proper ſeaſon for plays, (as he was againſt 
them in the ſummer) as being the moit proper time. For theſe 
and many other reaſons the bill, he ſaid, ſhou!d have his hearty 
ſupport. 

Mr. BOOK ſaid he could not but in juſtice bear witneſs alſo 
to the great merits of che very reſpeQable gentleman who was 
manager of the Theatre-royal ; that if he was the patentee he 
ſhould be content:; but he thought danger might ariſe if any other 
was appointed, as perhaps the patent might be ſold, and the pub- 
lic thereby greatly diſappointed. 

The queſtion being now put for the chairman to quit the chair, 
the motion was negatived. 


The ſecond clauſe of the bill being read, 


The RecoxDer moved to expunge the latter part of it; which 
gave a power to the crown to grant a patent or patents, ** under 


has not at pre 
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ſuch reſtrictions, limitations and regulations as it ſhould think 


proper.” 


Mr. Coax faid that though the bill may be necefſiry, yet 
in the preſent ſituation of the countgy, he thought the term of 
the grant and the power of regulation given too great, and impro- 
per: The term of the patent the worſt that can be given, for go- 
vernment might grant but one year, and the manager muſt then 
be under their influence and controul ? But what man would 
embark his property on ſuch terms ? We will allow, faid he, 
that we have, in the preſent manager, a gentleman of family and 
charater z we ought therefore to encourage him, by leaving him 
at leaſt iree and ſecure. 


Lord LuTTxeLL declared his approbation of the intention of 
the bill, and wiſhed to ſee a well regulated and eſtabliſhed theatre ; 
and propoſed that the patent ſbould be granted for life. 


Mr. Masown ſaid he thought limiting the time of the patent 
was abridging the prerogative of the crown. 


Mr. Cox av. — Vou are now by the bill creating a prerogative 
to the crown, and not taking away from it. 


Mr. Gx1yriTH.—The bill is to be conſidered in a particular 
light, as giving a particular prerogative to the crown, which it 
Gat! and though I am a friend to the bill, yet, if 

the exceptionable words of the clauſe are not given up, i muſt 
be againſt it; for it is giving a nc gg to the crown, 
which may be turned to the ſuppteſſion of liberty, and of the 
ſtage ; therefore 1 am for having the patentee free, and I approve 


5 the noble lord's idea [Lord Lutrell] of the patent being for 
ife. 


Mr. Masod declared he would oppoſe any limitation, as it 
would be an encroachment on the prerogative of the crown. 


The Recoxper ſaid, the crown never had the right or prero- 
gative till the act of the 10th Geo. 2d. therefore the prerogative 
is given to the crown. | 


Mr. DaLy ſaid he ſuppoſed the crown would appoint a perſon 
under the act; but for 2 {tage ſbould be . to ical 
purpoſes, the patentee, from the moment of his appointment, 
ought to be free; and the more eſpecially as no man ought to 
embark his property in the purſuit under a precarious tenure. 


Mr. Micyaer SmiTH faid he thought it beſt to grant the 
patent for the whole term of 21 years, to encourage properly the 
manager, for that the power of appointing more than one theatre 
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was a fafficiett check on him againſt any abuſe of the patent, or 
neglect towards the public, 525 
Lord Lu r Tat ſaid he was for having no leſs a term to be 
| . than fourteen years Ty it truck him it would be better 
to have it granted quamiiu ſe bene geſſeriut, ot as long as the 

fall aQ well, 1 | 3 4 
\ Me. Coax moved that the. patent ſhould be for no leſs term 
than fourteen years. 71 

Sir on PAAN ELI faid he was ſurptized to hear ſuch ſuſpici- 
om of government thrown out. The crown had now the power, 
or truſt, repoſed in it of licenſing theatres, and yet it never 
abuſed the truſt, and he thought the bill, as to the limitation, 
an encroachment on the prerogative of the crown. | 


Mr. Gazvixen,—The honourable gentleman miſtakes the bill, 
for it vaſtly increaſes the power of the crown. 


Mr. DaL v.—Government, I agree, never abuſed the power, 
becauſe they had it not. I think ſeven years will be ſufficient to 
take the patentee out of the power of any government hete, be- 
cauſe they never laſt ſo long. 


Mr. Txexcn faid he wiſhed for a well conducted theatre, and 
for having the manager free from controul and influence, 


The SzcxeTAaxY or STATE faid he wiſhed the Houſe to 
conſider the bill, ſtep by ſtep : he then adverted to the words of 
the clauſe, giving the power of granting the patent, © that it 
ſhall and may be lawful to grant one or more patent or patents, for 
any term not exceeding. twenty-one years,” &c, He obſerved, 
that it-was not compulſory. on the crown to grant ſuch patent, 
the bill being, as it ought to be, diſcretionary in the crown. He 
aſked, can you then limit for what tine the patent ſhall be grant- 
ed? He ſaid that when ſuſpicions are ſet afluat it was not eaſy 
to quiet them, and he thought this a very improper time for ſuch, 

The bill ſays, the patent may be granted for any term not en- 
ceeding twenty-one years, and it was his opinion, if the bill 
paſſed as it is, the patent will be for that term. There is no 
exerciſe of power given thereby to ſupercede the manager. He 
then ſtated the cauſe of the act of Geo. II. and ſaid, that in the 
adminiſtration of Sir Robert Walpole, Mr. Fielding (whoſe merits 
as an author deſerved to be highly commended) had prevailed on 
the manager to exhibit ſome pieces on the ſtage that were very 
- icentious and improper, as they were abuſive ſatires on the 
crown, royal family, and the whole adminiftration ; which gave 
eat offence, and therefore it was thought neceſſary to put che 
ge under regulation, by giving the crown a power to licenſe, a3 
now uſed. He therefore hoped they would not hazard the lots of 
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2 bill of ſuch importance to the public, as was for their enter- 
tainment and information, 


Mr. Cur x an—The right honourable gentleman has ſaid, we 
ſhould go on with the bill ſtep by ſtep, but we are, if we fallow 
him, to go back ſtep by ſtep. Dry | 


The Secura of STATE explained what he had faid. 


Mr. Cuz an ſaid when ever he mentioned any thing of the. 
right honourable gentleman it was, and would be, with the higheſt 
telpect. He then adverted to the bill, and what had fallen in tha 
debate, and laid, that af che ſtage was to introduce any thing li- 
centious it muſt be anſwerable for the conſequences, He was 
0 friend, he ſaid, either to the licentiouſneſs of the preſs or the 
ſtage, but he was for leaving them to the power of the common 
law, which was ſufcient to puniſh any breach of the law. 

Mr. Has Dr declared himfelf againft monopoly, but he was 
for giving ſeven years certain to the manager. 


Mr. Keaxney expreſſed his deſite of giving a longer time, 
and faid he was for fourteen years. | . a 


Mr. Cox x conſented to giving ſeven years, which was agreed 
to. 5 


Mr. Hu rchINSsON then moved che clauſe for five inſpeQtors, 
to regulate and determine all differences between the manager,and 
performers. 


- 


The SECRETARY OF STATE obſerved, the idea was not the 
young gentleman's who iptroduced the bill, but had been ſug- 
gelled to him on principles of liberty. | 


The clauſe, after ſome converſation on the impropriety of it, 
and the difficulty of getting proper perſons for ſo arduous. a taſk, 


who were to fit without fee or reward, was left open for dilcuf- 
hon on the next reading of the bill. | 


Mr. Tag Nc moved an exception for the entertainment of the 
Lying-in-hoſpital, which was agreed to. I 


Mr. GaxDiwer moved the like for Ranelagh ; but it being 
the general opinion of the Houſe, that ſuch entertainments were 


not within the meaning of the bill, the motion was not inſiſted 
on, | : 


Mr. AxTHux WoLre oppoſed the exception for the Lying-in 


bolpital as unneceſſary, not being within the meaning of the act, 
and an inſult on the underſtanding. 


294 PARLIAMENTARY 


SATURDAY, JULY 23, 1785. 


A petition of the maſters, wardens and brethrenof the holy. 

trinity, or guild of merchants of the city of Dublin, was preſented 
to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, that petitioners are informed 
that the propoſitions for eſtablithing a ſyſtem of commercial 
arrangement between Great Britain and Ireland will ſhortly be 
tranſmiĩtted for the conſideration of the Iriſh legiſlature. Thar 
petitioners, with the greateſt anxiety, perceive that the ſaid 
ſyſtem contains conditions which petitioners conceive would be 
ſubverſive of the legiſlative independency and commercial rights 
of Iveland. That an arrangement, propoſed to be final, ought 
not to be adopted without the moſt deliberate diſcuſſion ; and 
praying that the ſaid propoſitions, or any ſimiliar ſyſtem, may 
not be adopted this preſent ſeſſion of parliament, 


The Houſe, purſuant to order, reſolved itſelf into a committee 
an the bill to amend the act for making wide and convenient 
Kreets in the city of Dublin. i 


A clauſe was propoſed, and ſeconded by Mr. Gardiner, to 
empower the Lord Chancellor to aſſeſs the damage individu- 
als may ſuſtain by the ſhutting up narrow courts, lanes, and 


The clauſe was oppoſed, and negatived. 


The Staaken having reſumed the chair, the bill to enforce 
payment of bills of exchange was, according to order, read 
2 ſecond time. 


Mr. CkaxLes O'NerLL oppoſed the committal of the bill, 
as being in effect the ſame that had been rejected once before 
this . and was intended merely for the benefit of nota - 
ries. 

The CHanceLLoR or THE ETI ſaid it was not 
by any means the ſame, and that the ſituation of notaties was 
. ſince the rejection of the former bill. Since chat time 
a tax had been laid upon the notation and proteſting of bills, 
which it was but * n the notary ſhould reimburſe him- 


Mr. HAT LZ ſaid that though the merchants were not ver 
fond of laying taxes on trade, yet they approved of this bill, whic' 
was to make uſeful regulations, and recompence men Whole 
labours were extremely uſeful to them. | 


Mr. Cuxran faid the bill was a job between the merchgnts 
and notaries, | 
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Mr. Hax TT, in anſwer, ſaid that the learned gentleman 
might have uſed a term ſomewhat leſs ſbarp and ſevere than 
that of a job; the merchants of Dublin were not jobbers; he 
himſelf never had or would be concerned in a job, and he 
thought it reaſonable that if men were employed they ſhould be 
paid for their labour. 


The bill was then committed. 


Right Honourable 'THomas Orbe.—Sir, I ſhall move you, 
that this Houſe adjourn itſelf co Tueſday ſe*nnight. My ob- 
je is to accommodate gentlemen in every part of the kingdom 

would therefore wiſh ro have it underftood, that when we 
meet here on Tueſday ſe*nnight, we will not proceed to 
buſineſs immediately ; but if the matter which I hope to have 
the honour of laying before the Houſe ſhall be in readineſs, 
we will then give a week's notice, and enforce as much as 

ſhble the attendance of members. If, however, we ſhall 
not be ready on Tueſday ſe*nnight, another ſhort adjournment 
may take place; always — 2 that from the day of 
our meeting to do buſineſs, a week's notice at leaſt will be given 
before we proceed to matters of great importance. 


Sir FRANCIS HUTCHiNSON ſaid he hoped the right honour- 
able ſecretary would, on further conſideration, think a longer 
notice neceſſary, as he was perſuaded the ſecretary wiſhed 
to know the ſentiments of all the country gentlemen on ſuch 
an occaſion; and many of them could not attend at the time 
propoſed, as the aſſizes were to be held in Auguſt and Septem- 


Sir Henxy HarTSTONGE ſaid the ſummer aſſizes were not 
of ſo much conſequence to country geatlemen as the aſſizes in 
ſpring, at which all great ſums for county purpoſes were granted; 
he therefore thought the members of parliament might on ſuch 
an important occaſion as the preſent leave the aſſizes to other 
countr y | who, he was convinced, had honour ſuffici« 
ent to diſcharge the higheſt truſt with fidelity. 


The Right Honourable TOMASs Conorry.—Upon the 
laſt adjourument, my opinion was that you ſhould have given 
a longer time, becauſe if you commit an error, you are undone. 
lam ſorry to hear talk of a week's time; what, is a bill to be 
brought in? If it is, it muſt be according to the eleven pro- 
politions which left this Houſe. IL am right. Is it the 3 
or uſage of parliament to found bills upon reſolutions which 
t has paſſed, or is it not? It is, and the bills to be brought 
in for a final adjuſtment of a commercial intercourſe, muſt be 
'ounded on the eleven propoſitions which left this Houſe, or 
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they cannot be brought in at all. I did intend aſking the right 
honourable ſecretary a queſtion, but copſidering the delicacy 
of his ſituation, I ſhall refrain; but from the maſt. head of the 
good ſhip Ireland ſhall ſpeak from the, maſt head, becauſe 
there I can fee further and perceive more clearly the dangers 
which threaten the ſhip, than the pilot who, is ſtationed upon 
the deck. The queſtion is ſimply this; if I am wrong, I know 
1 ſhall be ſet right. Suppoſe a bill or bills brought into this 
Houſe, conformable to the eleven reſolutions which left this 
kingdom, (and I hope every man who hears me will expect an 
exact e to them) how can the miniſter of Great. Bri. 
tain do it conſiſtent with his ſafety? Are there to be bills, 
r a bill, contrary to the propoſitions of the Britiſh parliament? 
t would be dangerous to him to act ſo by the Britiſh parliament, 
though with this it might be right; with this his own dear 
rliament, In the name of God then, how can he at? Now 
take it on the other ſide: Suppoſe him to found a bill or bills 
on the twenty propoſitions of the Engliſh parliament, is there 
a man here that would adopt them? Not one, except the 
the ſingularity of a right honourable ſecretary's ſituation might 
compel him to do ſo. He might give his ſingle voice againſt the 
Houle of Commons, I ſay, therefore, give us time. A week!— 
1 do not call a week time; this is no party matter; every 
man from Kerry to Derry, every man in Ireland is engaged in 
it z bis life, his. ſoul, his property is at flake, —If 1 had any 
weight in this country, 1 ſhould exert it to entreat miniſters 
ro give ample time to examine this buſineſs with the greateſt 
coolneſs and moderation. 
I fear every man cannot ſpeak his mind on this occaſion. 
J ſpeak mine. I beg for time, I am ſure chat government 
here has the moſt honourable intention, but it may be mit 
taken, humanum eff errare, and if they are millaken we 
may be undone.— I aſk time ; if it is a good thing it will be in 
time underſtood, and every one will conſent to it; it is no party 
matter here. If it be fait, no one will oppoſe it; but we 
muſt not forget that we have a free trade and a free conſtitu- 
tion. I think, and every man thinks, that we ſhould upon 
all occaſions ſttetch out our hands and grafp in friendſhip the 
hands of England; we ſhould aflift her as far as our inferior 
ſituation, inferior in power and wealth, will allow; we ſhould 
Rand or fall with her, but we thould not forget that we are 
free, 
Mr. Oxpe.—) ſhall avail myſelf of the indulgence the 
right honourable gentleman has given me of not antwering 
any queſtion. I have no doubt but his object is to promote 


the good of his country, and 1 affure him J fic here on a0 


3B LE *-K-YI 


FF 23g 


„E., B A T, XK S „ 297 


other condition. He has ſaid, if bills, founded on certain 
modes he has deſcribed, are brought on here, I may ſtand 
alone. I aſſure him that ſhall never h . I ſtepped for- 
ward at tbe call of this Houſe with a wiſh to ſerve this country 
at large: I knew that an any other principle J would not be 
ſupported 3 and though I fed the goodneſs, and am ready to 
_ the moſt grateful acknowledgements to gentlemen who 
{upport government, yet T am conſcious I have no right to 
ca upon them; therefore I fay I ſhall never ſtand alone, as 1 
ſhall never offer any thing that will not have their ſupport, 
and the ſupport cf every man who has thewp himſelf a friend 
to the govd of this kingdom. I have a wiſh that every thing 
ſhall be fully explained, becauſe I am confident we ſha 
do what will give extreme ſatisfaction to the nation, for which 
reaſon I wiſh net to poſtpone the queſtion. If I feared the 
matter would not bear diſcuſſion, I ſhould be glad ta get rid of 
it hy delay. | 

Mr. CoxoLLy—lI am ſure the right honourable gentleman 
means to produce a fair and acceptable plan, conſonant to 
the propoſitions of Ireland; how:then can his friend, the mini- 
fter of England, meet the parlrament if he 'canfents to ſuch a 
Plan? | 

Mr. Oe. -I ſhould be ſorry that any gentleman ſhould 
conclude I, would propoſe a plan not ſatisfatary to England; it is 
utterly jmpeſliible.—1 am, ſure I ſhall have the fupport of the 
miaiſter on the, other ſide, and of every reſpeQable perſon here. 
The right honourable gentleman has ſaid, it will be difficult 
to reconcile the opinions of the two nations on this ſuhject; 
Ido nat think it will; the) can have but one common intereſt; 
the proſperity of one, is the proſperity of che other. I have 
hund, indeed, not here only, but on the other fide, people 
ready to miſtepreſent this truth, and to inculcate a different 
opinion. I have been made a bugbear, and my authority has 
been quoted to prove that Ireland would be enriched at the 
expence of England, and that the {ources of wealth would 
low into this country in proportion as they were dried up 
in that, 1 never laid ſuch words, and I appeal to every gen- 
tleman who hears me. I with to fee Ireland profper, but 
it is not her interelt that England ſhould be injured—their 
intereſt is mutual they mult ſtand or fall together; therefore, 
as the right honourable gentleman has expreſſed it, I wiſh to ſee 
the hands of each country extended to graſp each other, and 
then it would require more than tae force of the whole world to 
dilunite them, 


Mr. Gro PoxnsSonay.—l am certain the right honourable 
gentleman never had any motive but ſot the advantage of this 


298 PARLIAMENTARY 


country 3 and I have been ſorry to have ſeen him in ſo diſagrees. 
ble a fituation—A ſyſtem will be brought forward Adminiſtra- 
tion have done their duty. If the ſyſtem brought forward is not 
3 advantageous to Ireland, I ſhall reject it—No man i; 

und to give up the intereſt of Ireland—A congreſs or a con- 
vention would be more ſuitable for that purpoſe. 


Mr. Daiy.—1 am glad the right honourable gentleman has 
ſaid nothing will be brought forward that will be injurious to this 
country. I am alſo glad to find that adminiſtration would deſert 
him, and I very well ſaw that the honourable gentleman who 
ſupported the rights of Ireland [Mr. Grattan] would leave them. 
T therefore truſt his example will be followed by . It was 
underſtood by gentlemen, that the eleven propoſitions was to te- 
ſtore amity between the two countries; but the meaſure threw 
Great Britain into diſquietude, and we are deceived with a ſyſ- 
tem * with the greateſt artifice that human genius could 
deviſe. 


Mr. O'Hara ſaid he was glad to hear a right honourable gen- 
tleman on the floor [ Mr. Orde] ſay he could ſtand on no ground ia 
that Houſe except for the good of the kingdom, for he was diſpoſed 
to conclude from thence, that the right honourable gentleman felt 
he had ſome charaRer at ſtake as miniſter of this country ; and if 
he felt that he had a character at ſtake, he never could give his 
countenance to propoſitions which he himſelf introduced into 
this Houſe. If he had any ſenſe of miniſterial character he would 
not demean his own ſo much as to act inconſiſtently and deceit- 
fully, in obedience to the dictate of any man or miniſter elſe- 
where. 

He was glad the right honourable gentleman apprehended he 
would meet with no ſupport if he did fo. Thoſe gentlemen, in- 
deed, were peculiarly ill uſed, who uſually ſupport govem- 
ment, and were induced to aſſiſt in bringing forward the original 
propofitions, if they were now to be called upon to ſupport pro- 
poſitions ſo directly inconſiſtent with them, He very well fore- 
ſaw the part that a right honourable gentleman not then preſer! 
Mr. Grattan] would take upon this occaſion; he had often ad- 
mired him when be formerly ſtood forward to aſſert the rights of 
his country; he well remembered the terms he made with ge- 
vernment, and in the ſront of theſe ſtood the independence of he 
country; and he eafily foreſaw that gentleman would deſert ad- 
miniſtration whenever adminiſtration ſhould deſert his principle. 
and he could not conceive that thoſe who ſupported his meaſure: 
then would deſert them now. : 

He did not fee why the Houſe ſhould be required to meet in 
the ſummer, when it was morally certain that the parliament 1" 


England would not fit ; for that it were idle in us to paſs bi” 
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rſuant to the negociation, unleſs Great Britain did the ſame. 

ut it ſeemed the policy was to pledge Ireland firſt at all times. 

He would mention one idea more, which he mentioned with 
reluQance, leſt it might carry with it the idea of intimidation. 
He was aſtoniſhed that the ſimilar predicament in which this 
country now ſtands, to that of certain former dependencies of 
Great Britain, in another quarter of the globe, was not a warn- 
ing to miniſters both here and in Great Britain. The ſame ad- 
miniſtration which gave peace to America, [Lord Rockingham's] 
and reſtored that continent once more to the Britiſh empire, 
united this kingdom for ever to Great Britain, by the bond of 
affection, when they acknawledged our natural rights in the moſt 
ſolema manner. But thoſe Britiſh dependencies were afterwards 
[oſt to the empire, by miniſters trying to obtain by artifice, what 
they had been beſore defeated in, when they _ claimed, 
And now the Engliſh miniſter ſtrives to recover by fraud, what 
been openly acknowledged to be the tight of Ireland. | 


Mr. Coote faid it would be premature in him to argue upon 
propoſitions not yet before the Houſe, and ſtill more precipitate ' 
io condemn a plan which the official miniſter had pledged himſelf 
ſhould give ſatisfaction to thoſe who had the firſt property in 
the nation. That it ſhould argue the exceſs of incredulity to 
doubt the truth of this aſſertion, upon the faith of which he 
would therefore, for the preſent, reſt the anchor of his hopes. 
That if in the event any thing ſhould be introduced that had the 
appearance of invading the commerce or conſtitution of the king- 
dom, every man, he hoped, of character and property would 
unite in reſiſting it. That a propoſition having paſſed in England, 
encroaching upon the conſtitution of this nation, he hoped everv 
member would not only attend the progreſs of the ſyſtem, but 
watch and inveſtigate it with the cloſeſt 2 That our in- 
tereſts were not only concerned, but alſo thoſe of our lateſt poſ- 
terity. 


Mr. CusKAN— Sit, the adjournment propoſed is diſgraceful 
to parliament, and diſgraceful to the nation. I muſt explain my- 
ſelf, by ſtating a few facts, though they relate to a ſubject that 
I own I cannot approach but with reluctance. The right honour- 
able gentleman early in the ſeſſion produced a ſet of propoſitions, 
which he was authoriſed to preſent to us as a ſyſtem of final and 
permanent commercial adjuſtment between the two kingdoms. 
A3 a com »enſation for the expected advantages of this ſyſtem, we 
were called upon to impoſe 140,000l, a year on this exhauſted 
country. Unequal to our ſtrength, and enormous as the burden 
was, we ſubmitted z we were willing to ſtrain every nerve in the 
common cauſe, and to ſtand or fall with the fate of the Britiſh 
empire. But what is the event? I feel how much beneath us it 
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would be to attend to the unauthenticated rumours of what may 
| be ſaid or done in another kingdom; but it would be a ridiculous 
affectation in us not to know that the right hondurable gentleman, 
ſyſtem has been reprobated by thoſe under whoſe authority he 
was ſuppoſed to act, and that he himſelf has been delerted and 
difavowed:” I cannot, for my own part, but pity the calamity 
of a man who is'expoſed to the contempt of the two countries as 
an egregious dupe, or to their indiznation as a groſs impoſter, 
for-even he himſelf now abandons every hope of thoſe propoſitions 
returning to this Houſe in the form they left it. On the con- 
trary, he now only hopes that he may be able to bring ſome - 
thing forward that may deſerve our approbation on ſome future 
day. He requeſts an adjournment for ten days, and he promiſes 
that he will give a week's notice, when the yet undiſcovered 
ſomething is to be propoſed, which ſomething he promiſes ſhall be 
agreeable to this nation, and authoriſed by the Engliſh miniſter, 
On what his confidence of this is founded I know not, unte(s he 
argues that becauſe he has been diſavowed and expoſed in his 
conduct by his employers, he may rely on their ſupporting 

im in future. But however the right honourable gentleman may 
fail in drawing inſtruction from experience ar calamity, we ought 
be more wife 3 we ſhould learn caution from diſappointment, 

e relied on the right honourable gentleman's afſurances—we 
found them fallacious; we have oppreſſed the people with a load 
of taxes, as a compenſation for a commercial adjuſtment ; we 
have not got that adjuſtment z we contided in our (kill in negocia- 
tion, and we are rendered ridiculous by that confidence, We 
looked abroad for the teſoutces of Iriſh commerce, and we find 
that they are to be ſought for only at home, in the induſtry of the 
people, in the honeſt y of parliament, and in our learning that 
yegociation muſt inevitably bring deriſion on ourſelves, and ruin 
on aur conſtituents. But you are called on to depend on the 
light boanourable gentleman's regard for his own reputation: When 
the intereſt of the people is at ſtake, can we be honeſt in repoling 
on ſo deſpicable a ſecurity ? Suppoſe this great pledge of the 
right honourable gentleman's character ſhould chance to become 
forfeited, where will you look for it? When he fails for England, 
is it too large to carry with him? Or, if you would diſcover in 
what parith of Great Britain it may be found, will the ſacrifice 
be an atonement to a people who have already been betrayed by 
truſting to ſo contemptible a pledge? See then what we do by 
confenting to this ſhort adjournment: we have been obſcured 
already, and we negle& every other duty, in order to ſolicit a re- 
peticion of that abuſe. If this ſomething ſhould arrive at all, it 
ill be propoſed when the buſineſs of the country will engage 
eyery county member at the aſſizes; for as to his week's notice, 
it either cannot reach him in time, or if it ſhould, he cannot pol- 
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fibly obey it. Is it then our wiſh to have a new ſubject of ſuch 
moment, as a contract that is to bind us for ever, concluded in 
half an Houſe, and without a fingle repreſentative for a county in 
the number? Is it wiſe to truſt to half the Houſe in a negociation 
in which the wiſdom of the whole has been already defeated ? 
But what is the neceſſity that mduces us to acquieſce in a meaſure 
of ſo much danger and diſgrace? Is this nation brought to ſo 
abject a condition by her repreſentatives as to have no refuge 
from ruin, but in the immediate affiſtance of Great Britain? Sir, 
do not ſo far defpair of the public weal ; oppreffed as we were, 
we found a refource for our conſtitution in the ſpirit of the people; 
abuſed as we now find ourſelves, our commerce cannot Fa of a 
reſource in our virtue and induftry, if we do not ſuffer ourſelves 
to be diverted from thoſe great and infallible reſources, by a filly 
hope from negociation, for which we are not adapted, and in 
which we can never ſucceed. And if this great hope till is left, 
why fill the public mind with alarm and diſmay ? Shall we teach 
the people to think, that ſomething inſtant muſt be done, to ſave 
them from deſtruction? Suppoſe that ſomething ſhould not, can- 
not be done, may not the attempt, inſtead of uniting the two 
countries, involve them in the conſequences of diſcord and diſſen- 
tion? But, if your compliance with the right honourable gentle- 
man's requiſition, does not fink the people into defpair of their 
own fituation, does it not expoſe the honour and integrity of this 
Houſe to ſuſpicion and diſtruſt? For what can they ſuppoſe we 
intend by this delay ? The right honourable gentleman may find 
it worth his while, to ſecute the continuance in his office, by 
any expedient, however temporary and ineffectual; but, Sir, if 
we are ſuppoſed to concur in ſuch a deſign, our character is gone 
with the people; for, if we are honeſt, it can be of no moment 
te us whether this ſecretary or that miniſter ſhall continue in 
office ot not. I know it has been rumoured that the right honour= 
able gentleman may take advantage of a thin Houſe, to impoſe 
upon this country the new ſet of reſolutions that have paſſed the 
Commons of Great Britain. Sir, I do not ſuſpect any ſuch thing, 
nor would I encourage ſuch a groundleſs apprehenſion. Sir, I 
do not think it would be eaſy to find a man who would ſtand 
within the low-water mark of our ſhore, and read ſome of thoſe 
relolutions above his breath, without feeling ſome uneaſineſs for 
bis perſonal ſafety z neither can I think, if a foreign uſurpation 
ſhould come creſted to our bar, and demand from the treachery 
of this Houſe a ſurrender of that conſtitution which has been eſta- 
bliſhed by the virtue of the nation, that we would anſwer ſuch 
a requiſition hy words. r 

But, Sir, though the people ſhould not apprehend ſuch extreme 
perndy from us, they will be juſtly alarmed if they ſee us acting 
vith needleſs precipitation; after what is paſt, we cannot be 
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ſurpriſed at not meeting with the moſt favourable interpretations 
of our conduct. 

On great ſubjeQs, the magnitude of the ideas to be compared, 
may cauſe ſome confuſion in the minds of ordinary men; they 
will, therefore, examine our conduct by analogy to the more fre- 
_ occurrences of common life : ſuch caſes happen every day, 

ill you permit me to ſuppoſe a very familiar one, by which 
our preſent ſituation may be illuſtrated to a common mind. 

I will ſuppoſe then, Sir, that an old friend that you loved, jufi 
recovering from a diſcaſe, in which he had been waſted almoſt to 
death, ſhould prevail upon you to take the trouble of buying 
him an horſe for the eſtabliſþment of his health z and I the more 
freely preſume to repreſent you for a moment in an office fo little 
correſponding with the dignity of your ſtation, from a conſciouſ- 
neſs that my fancy cannot put you in any place to which you 

will not be followed by my utmoſt reſpect. I will, therefore, ſup- 
poſe that you ſend for an horſe-jockey, who does not come him- 
1elf, but ſends his foreman. 

Says the foreman, “ Sir, I know what you want z my maſter 
has an horſe that will exactly match your friend; he has deſcend- 
ed from Rabelais famous Johannes Caballus, that got a doctor of 
phyſic's degree from the college of Rheims ; but your friend muſt 
pay his price, My maſter knows he has no money at preſent, 
and will therefore accept his note for the amount of what he (hal 
be able to earn while he lives, allowing him, however, ſuch mo- 
derate ſubſiſtence as may prevent him from periſhing. If you 
are ſatished I will ſtep for the horfe and bring him inſtantly, with 
the bridle and ſaddle, which you ſhall have into the bargain.” 
But, friend, ſay you, are you ſure that you are authoriſed to 


make this bargain? What, Sir, cries the foreman, would vou 


doubt my honour ? Sir, I can find three hundred gentlemen 
who never ſaw me before, and yet have gone bail for me at the 
firſt view of my face. Beſides, Sir, you have a greater pledge; 
my honour, Sir, my tenown is at ſtake. Well, Sir, you agree, 
the note is paſſed ; the foreman leaves you, and returns without 
the horſe, What, Sir! where is the horſe? Why, in truth, dit, 
anſwers he, I am ſorry for this little diſappoiatment, but my 
' miſtreſs has taken a fancy to the horle, ſo your friend cannct 
have him. But we have a nice little mare that will match bin 
better ; as to the ſaddle he muſt do without that, for little maſter 
inſiſts on keeping it; however, yuu know your friend has been i 
poor a fellow that he muſt have too thick a ſkin to be much fretted 
by riding bare-backed ; beſides the mare is ſo low that his fect 
will reach the ground when he rides her; and ſtill further to ac- 
commodate him, my maſter infitts on having a chain locked to het 
feet, of which lock my maſter is to have a key to lock or unlock 
as he pleaſes, and your friend ſhall alſo have a key fo formed that 
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he cannot unlock the chain, but with which he may double lock 
it if he thinks fit. pe 

What, ſirrah, do you think Ill betray my old friend to ſuch a 
fraud ? Why really, Sir, you are impertinent, and your friend 
is too peeviſh ; *twas only the other day that he charged my maſ- 
ter with having ſtolen his cloak, and grew angry, and got a ferrule 
and ſpike to his ſtaff, Why, Sir, you ſee how good-humouredly 
my maſter gave back the cloak. Sir, my maſter ſcorns to break 
his word, and ſo do I; Sir, my character is your ſecurity, Now, 
as to the mare, you are too haſly in objecting to her, for I am 
not ſure that you can get her; all I aſk of you now, is to wait a 
few hours here in the ſtreet, that I may try if ſomething may 
not be done; but let me ſay one word to you in confidence. 

lam to get two guineas if I can bring your friend to be ſatis- 
fied with what we can do for him; now 1 = aſſiſt me in this, 
you ſhall have half the money; for to tell you the truth, if I 
fil in my undertaking, I ſhall either be diſcharged entirely, or 
degraded to my former place of helper in the ſtable. 

ow, Mr. Speaker, as I do not preſume to judge of your ſeel- 
ings by my own, I cannot be ſure that you would beat the fore- 
man, or abuſe him as an impudent lying impoſtor, I rather think 
you would for a moment be loſt in reſſecting, and not without a 

„ how the rectitude of your heart and the tenderneſs of your 
— had expoſed you to be the dupe of improbity or folly, But, 
Sir, I know you would leave the wretch who had deceived you, 
or the fool who was deceived by his maſter, and you would re- 
turn to your friend. And methinks you would ſay to him, we 
have been deceived in the courſe we have adopted, for, my good 
friend, you muſt look to the exertions of your own ſtrength for the 
eſtabliſhment of your health. You have great ſtamina ſtill re- 
maining, rely upon them, and they will tupport you. Let no 
man perſuade you to take the ferrule or ſpike from your ſtaff. It 
will guard your cloak. Neither quarrel with the jockey, for he 
cannot recover the contents of the note, as you have not the 
horſe ; and he may yet ſee the policy of uſing you honeſtly, and 
deſerving to be your friend, If ſo, embrace him, and let your 
ſtaff be ite in defence of your common ſafety; and until that 
ſhall happen, let it be always in readineſs todefend yourſelf. 

Such, Sir, is the advice you would offer to your friend, and 
which I would now offer to this Houſe, There is no ground for 
deſpairing z let us not therefore alarm the people. If a cloter 
connexion with Great Britain is not now practicable, it may be- 
come practicable hereafter. But we ſhall ruin every hope of that 
kind by precipitation. I do therefore conjure gentlemen not to 
run the riſk of forcing us on a week's nctice to enter on a ſubject, 
on which every man in the nation ought to be allowed the mott 
unlimited time for deliberation. I do conjure them not to afſent 


204 PAREIAMENTARY 


to a meaſure thut can ſerve no body but the propofer of it; that 
muſt expoſe this Houſe to the diſtruſt of their conſtituents, and 
which may in its confequences endanger tl” harmony of two 
kingdoms, whoſe interefts and fortunes ought never to be ſepa. 


* 


The queſtion was then put that the Houſe do adjourn till Tueſ. 
day the ſecond of Auguſt, and carried. 


 _ Tuesbay, AveusT 2, 1785. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


Daniel Gahan, and Maurice Coppinger, Efqrs. took the oaths 
and their ſeats. #2 va f | 


A petition of the freeholders of the county of Antrim, duly 
aſſembled, was preſented to the Houfe and read, fetring forth, 
that petitioners have ſeen twenty reſolutions, copied from the 
votes of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, for finally adjufting a 
commercial intercourſe between this kingdom and Great Britain; 
and that the ſaid reſolutions are evidently ſubverſive of the legiſ- 
lative independency of Ireland, and no leſs ruinous to the com- 
merce and manufactures, than deftrutive to the conſtitutional 
rights of this kingdom; and praying that the ſame, or any of a fimi- 
lat purport, may not be conſidered this ſeſſion of parliament. 


A petition of the freeholdets of the town and pariſh of Lame, 
pariſhes of Carn Caſtle, Kilwaghter and Ralloo, was preſented to 
the Houfe and read, fetting forth that the twenty reſolutions 
which have lately paſſed the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, relating 
to a commercial arrangement with this kingdom, appear to peti- 
tioners to affect, in a very important degree, the rights and inte- 
reſts of Ireland, and alſo to involve in them matter directly ſub- 
verſive of the independence of the Icifh legiflature z and praying 
that the conſideration thereof may be poſtponed until the next 
ſeſſion of parliament. F 


A petition of the freeholders, freemen, merchants, traders and 
manufaQurers- cf the city of Cork, was preſented to the Houle 
and read, ſetting forth that the twenty reſolutions which have 
paſſed the Britiſu Houſe of Commons, relative to a ſettlement of 2 
commercial intercourſe between Great Britain and this kingdom, 
are ſo drawn as that no beneſit is likely to accrue to Ireland 
therefrom, and that they threaten danger to the conſtitutional and 
commercial nights of Ireland z and praying that the conſideratios 


of the ſaid propoſitions may be poſtponed until the next ſeſſion of 


parliament. 


| A petitiod of William Bingley, a priſoner in his Majeſty's gaol 

| of Newgate, ſetting forth that petitioner has been twenty-two 
weeks in confinement ; that petitioner is ſenſible of the impro- 
priety of his conduct, and praying to be releaſed, in conſequence 
of his penitence and long confinement, was preſented to the 
Houſe. 


Mr. Goxcts Low THE preſented a bill to prevent the expor- 
tation of hay for a limited time. 


The bill was read a firſt and ſecond time, and on motion being 
made, it was committed forthwith. 


Went into a committee on the bill, Mr. Lowther in the chair: 


hs The SecxETARY or STaTz ſaid he wiſhed the chairman 


would report progreſs, till it could be aſcertained whether the ne- 
ceſſity exiſted for paſſing ſuch a bill. 


Mr. Ox De ſaid that no official information had been received of 
the very great ſcarcity of hay ſaid to prevail in the kingdom. 


Mr. Kr AAN Ex ſaid it was a matter of notoriety that the lands 
this ſeaſon did not produce half their uſual crops of hay. He ſup- 
ported the bill. | 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid there was a neceſſity for 
taking ſome ſtep to preyent the exportation; and much miſchief 
night be done before the bill paſſed into a law; but he thought 
the miſchief might be prevented by both houſes of parliament ad- 
greſſing his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, to iffue a proclamation, 
laying on an embargo; and that they would indemnify him in 
ſuch a proceeding, 


Mr. Food ſaid it was making a bad precedent for both houſes 
of parliament to addreſs the Lord Lieutenant to do an illegal act. 
lt was better to paſs the bill. 


Mr. Kx AR N Ex ſaid he was for voting any man an enemy to his 
country, who would export hay between this and the bill getting 
the royal aſſent, 


Mr. Jou x Wor.re ſaid he thought they were too precipitate 
in the buſineſs, and that many individuals might be injured by 
lhe bill. He was for appointing a committee to conſider whether 
luch a bill was neceſſary or not, and to make their report. 


Mr. Cox ol L obſerved that paſſingthe bill was certainly the 


= A Rs mode, and there was no necellity fur coming 
OL. * 


* 
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to any reſolution to found the bill on, as the bill was now 
paſſing. giv 


0 | 
Sir Lucius O'Battw mentioned, as an inſtance of the great 
ſcarcity and dearneſs of hay, that a gentleman in the county of able 
xr aaa had got five hundred pounds for one hundred tons of bag 
ay. 
reſo 
The ATtToxney Gewen ar faid that there were at preſent con- Gre 
miſhons in the city of Cork, from Bourdeaux, for any quantity of was 
hay, at ſeven guineas a ton. all t 
The Cnaxcer ior or THE ExcntqQuer moved, that ha 120 
ſbipped for the uſe of cattle exported, ſhould be exempted g ſor ba M 
ſaid there was a very Conliderable export of mules for the Welt forw 
Indies. Agreed to. Cont 
Mr. Boyd moved that the penalty ſhould be ten pounds 2 on 
ton. / 
| made 
Mr. Ha T LEV moved an amendment, that it ſhould be twenty Thur 
pounds. Agreed to. poſſib 
Mr. HaxTiey moved that the bill ſhould be in force till the Ide, 
25th of March next, Agreed to. 5 5 | 9 
c a OT « 
The Houſe agreed to the report, and the bill was ordered to 
be engroſſed. Th 
The bill, - after being engroſſed, was read a third ti | * 
ordered to the Lords. wing 
b | month 
Right Honourable Tuouas Opt. —In conſequence of the praclic 
declaration which I made at our laſt meeting, that I would this nble | 
day, give at leaſt a week or ten days notice of the time when {iſtic ad, 
I would be ready to ſubmit buſineſs to the Houſe, I ſhall now rare 
take the liberty of moving you, Sir, that this Houſe do, at is Vio 
riſing, adjourn to Thurfday ſe'nnignt. only to 
Sir Lucius O'BNIEN.—As the Houſe by its ſilence ſeems to hut, 
affent to the reſolution moved by the right honourable gentleman, ountt) 
I would ſuggeſt a bufineſs which, though a matter of importance, an a 
I would be far from wiſhing to have it interfere with the very reat | 
important buſineſs intended to be propoſed by him; but I think s us 
if the Houſe was to fit for half an hour to-morrow on the bill for vr, | 1 
diſtributing certain ſums in premiums to our -manufaCturers, it er; 
would be very little trouble to the members, and of infinite ſer- i? but 
vice to thoſe who, under the idea of receiving a proportion of the che 
bounty voted this ſetlion, are kept in a ſtate of ſuſpence, not amp! 
knowing in what way they can belt carry on their manufacture; Mr. C 
ſo as to entitle themſelves to that bounty. ns to 
ce hin 


The Right Honourable Thomas Cox ol ſaid he was in 
hopes that the right honourable gentleman high in office, would 


f 
f 
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give information how this buſineſs is to be proceeded in, or if the 


bill or bills that are to be brought forward, are to be founded on 
the reſolutions 0: not? It would be but fair in the right honour- 
able gentleman to declare how he meant to proceed. He ſaid he 
had voted for additional taxes, relying in 14 ae that the 
reſolutions that had paſſed this Houſe, would have paſſed in 
Great Britain; but he had loſt confidence; he was afraid Ireland 
was duped. He had inveſtigated theſe twenty reſolutions with 
all the attention he was maſter of, and was afraid that Iriſh propo- 
tions would turn out Engliſh impoſitions, 


Mr. OxDz ſaid that as to the mode of bringing the buſineſs 
forward, as aſked by the right honourable gentleman [Mr. 
Connolly] he muſt decline anſwering, for he declared on his part 
he was not as yet properly informed; but he affured the Houſe 
that when he did bring it forward, no improper hurry ſhould be 
made uſe of: but he certainly would introduce the ſubject on 
Thurſday ſe*nnight, and he wiſhed for as full an attendance as 
poſſible. He hoped that on that day they would be able to pro- 
ce:d ſomewhat on the buſineſs ; and if in their opinion further time 
wa neceſſary to inveſtigate ſuch an important ſubje&, he would 
moſt certainly acquieſce. 


The Honourable De xnx1s Baowne.—I do believe an adjourn- 
nent neceſſary, if it be determined to lay before us this ſeſſion 
the propoſed ſyſtem of commercial arrangement; but really, Sir, 
It has always been my opinion, and the experience of a few 
months has convinced me that ſuch an arrangement is totally im- 
fraclicable. Faction, the ſpirit of monopoly, will place inſupe- 
able bars to ſuch connexion. Had I been in this kingdom when 
tie addreſs was voted that occaſioned this ſyſtem's being brought 
brrard, I certainly ſhould have given it my negative; we had, 
previous to it, a Free Trade to all the ports of the world, ſubje& 
dly to our own reſtrictions. 

But, Sir, this arrangement has ſuggeſted an idea in another 
ountry, that I am almoſt afraid to mention in this Houſe, I 
an a union. Good God, Sir, what union could we have with 
rext Britain, but a union of debt and taxation? a union depriv- 
Inzus of liberty, and ruinous to our country! To conclude, 
vr, J have the beſt opinion of government on both ſides of the 
water; I am convinced they mean every thing fair by this coun- 
ty, but I would ſuggeſt to them that this arrangement muſt be 
rith the conſent of the people, and that they mult give full time 

rample inveſtigation, if they with it ſhould be Nas key. 


Mr. Gairrir n ſaid he roſe in order to ſuggeſt ſome confidera- 

ns to the right honourable gentleman, which might poſſibly in- 

Ke him to name a longer day for the adjournment than Thurſday 
X 2 
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ſnnight. The right, honourable gentleman had acknowledged pe 


that he had not yet determined in what manner he ſhould bring li 
forward the propoſed ſyſtem; and if it could be ſhewn that the he 
arrangement, as it had paſſed both Houſes of parliament in fti 
England, even ſuppoſing it as far as it went to be beneficial to fit 
Ireland, was yet imperfect in ſome very material points, it would | 
be prudent in the right honourable gentleman to take a longer (.) 

riod than ten days, inorder to communicate with adminiſtration * 


in England upon theſe points. In the firſt place then, the ſyſtem 
as it now ſtood left one very material queſtion undecided, and 


that was what would be the conſequence of either of the contra oy 
ing parties infringing on the treaty z a circumſtance not at all im- * 
probable to occur. What proviſion had been made, or what te- wt 
dreſs was to be had in ſuch a cafe? Was the breach of one par * N 
ſufficient to render the whole treaty void? And what was to be 15 
the remedy in ſuch caſe Another circumſtance of the greateſ * 
importance to the intereſts of Ireland had not heen attended to in mat 
the preſent ſyſtem ; a circumſtance which, it was not ſurpriſing, ho 4 


had been totally forgotten by the Engliſh adminiſtration ; but one * 
which he thought it impoſſible to have paſſed over in ſilence by an good 
Iriſh parliament. We had voted the redundance of the hereditary his { 
revenue to ſupport the navy of Britainz but no proviſion had noe t 
been made in the ſyſtem for proteQing from inſult and oppreſſion, 
our commerce from foreign nations, or maintaining the [riſh flag 
from indignity. If we rely without ſtipulation, upon Great Bri 
tain for ſupport, we ſhall be treated by other nations as we hare N. 
been by the Portugueſe, and England will act on other occaſions WW thoug 
as ſhe has done on that. Theſe are ſtipulations which it well be- parlia 
comes the dignity of this Houſe to conſider. The right honour- ¶ cd it 
able gentleman ought to take time to reflect upon them, and to Wil or Ire 
have an opportunity of conferring with adminiſtration in England Th 
reſpeQing them, that he may not bring forward a lame and unt- WW not be 
iſhed ſyſtem, to be debated in this Houſe, But there is one con- Wi ſrer 
fideration of ſtill greater importance to the right honourable-gen- Wi to be: 
tleman's perſonal feelings, and one upon which this Houſe ougit 

to be thoroughly ſatisfied, before it conſents to enter into the ex 

amiaation of any ſyſtem whioh may be brought forward by him, 
and that is, in what character does the right honourable gentiewal 
appear in this Houſe ? As I have a very high reſpeRt, ſaid he, fo 


the Iri 
lot eve 


the right honourable gentleman in his private capacity, 1 ſhoudbe He | 
ſorry to conſider him in the humiliating ſituation of a mere agent lud, 
of the Engliſh miniſter. I would much rather view him in ie indepe; 
character ofthe Iriſh miniſter, who is bound to obey the orderol tion of 
this Houſe, and accountable to it for his conduct. I his counting bee 


is in a novel ſituation; we are now fer the firſt time treating will 
England; it therefore becomes neceſſury that we ſhould have 
minitcr who holds himſelf independent of any adminiſtration !n 


N 309 


England z who conſiders himſelf bound to maintain the rights and 
intereſts of Ireland, and who is reſponſible for his conduct to the 
red people of Ircland. If the right honourable gentleman conſiders 
tinſelf in that light, he ought to ſtand forward and avow it; if 
the he does not, we ſhall be highly culpable in receiving any propo- 
ftions at all from him, after the experience we have had of the 


| to fire of the eleven original reſolutions, | | 
ld Mr. Ox de ſaid he would certainly bring forward, on Thurſday 
et ſe'nni ght, in the beſt manner he was able, the important buſineſs he 
on had mentioned, and the Houſe would be the beſt judge as to time, 
lem to evidence, and as to mode, The laſt honourable gentleman had 
and gen him notice of circumſtances which might poſſibly ariſe ; he 
ad. was much oblized to that honourable gentleman, and would ſeek 
im- to profit by what he had ſaid; but he intreated him to forbear 
t re- conjectures, till he ſaw what would be brought in. As to anſwer- 
att ng ſuppoſitious queſtions brought on by way of anticipation, he 
0 be ſud it was impoſſible, but there was a ready anſwer. As it was 
tel. the earneſt wiſh of his heart to propoſe what would be for the ad- 
to in 


vantage and happineſs of the country, he would be ſorry not to 
be reſponſible for its conſequence; he would be forry alſo, not 
think himſelf equally independent and equally attached to the 


ikng, 
t one 


by a0 good of both countries with any member in the Houſe; and if 
dite bis ſituation entitled him to any thing more, he would be ſorry 
2 ot to be reſponſible for that alſo. 

b fi Mr. KE ARN eV ſaid he wiſhed for longer time, and begged it 
t Bri- night not be precipitated this ſeſſion. 

e have Mr. FLoop ſaid the buſineſs had taken ſuch a turn, that he 
cations WW thought that no man would venture to bring it forward in the Iriſh 


1] be- parliament 3 and whatever the intentions of the miniſter that fram- 


onout- ed it might be, he was not in fact the friend either of England 
and to or Ireland. 

.ngland The right honourable member he thought a little unfortunate in 
id un- dot being able to give an anſwer to queſtions which he could an- 
ne con WW fiver with very great eaſe. He was aſked, how is a breach of treaty 


le- gen- 
e ought 
the ex 


to be redreſſed? 1 anſwer, by fleets and armies; by two armies, 
ene of England, the other of Ireland, but both at the command 
of England. By a powerful fleet at the command of England, 


by him, WY but not a fingle ſhip belonging to Ireland. He was aſked, how 
ntlema i the Iriſh flag was to be protected? I anſwer, by being aboliſhed 
he, ſo for ever. | 

hould x He ſaid he conſidered it as the moſt infamous attack upon Ire- 


ard, an independent- nation, to demand of her to abdicate that 
"dependence z yet that demand was made in the fourth reſolu- 
non of the Britiſh parliament. He had been reproached with hav- 
Ing been in a minority of one. He gloried in it; for he now be- 


re agent 
n in the 
order 
countt) 
ing will 
d have 
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lieved every member of the Houſe wiſt ed it a1 not been in x 
minority. 
He obſerved that when the propoſitions wers introduced in 
Ireland, very liftl- time was allowed for conſideration ; but ip 
Great Britain no leſs than five months were taken up with debating 
and inveſtigating the ſubjeQ, yet after all the miniſters of the two 
countries did not ſeem to underſtand each other, for the Britih 
miniſter had aſſented to principles which the miniſter of Ireland 
declared himſelf determined to reprobate. Indeed, he ſaid, there 
was a radical abſurdity in the whole buſineſs; it was abfurd for 
Ireland to attempt a negociation with Great Britain. This he 
told the Houſe in 1782, and repeated in 1785, How could te- 
land negociate with England upon equal terms ?—With England 
who names her miniſters, her negociators.— With England! who 
influences her cabinet, her privy coucil, and who has influenced 
every parliament of Ireland except the preſent. But beſides che 
nonſenſe of negociating at all, it is of all abſurdities the preateſ: 
to negociate for your conſtitution and your commerce by part, 
In negociating for your commerce you deſtroy your intereſts, but 
in negociating for your conſtitution you abdicate your legiſlative 
ſupremacy. ' To guard againſt which, and to prevent for ever 
any thing that could intrench thereon, it is my intention to ſub- 
mit a reſolution to the following purport : 
© That we will maintain in full and undiminiſhed force, the 
legiſlative ſupremacy of the parliament of Ireland to legiſlate fo: 
Ireland in all cafes, internally, commercially, and externally.” 


Mr. Foksnes faid he roſe only to ſay a few words to the ho- 
nourable member's ¶ Mr. Flood] motion. He conceived that the 
ground on which the oſtenſible miniſter refifted the motion ww, 
that if he aſſented to ſuch a motion, it might imply that he or the 
Iriſh miniſtry intended an attack on the legiſlative independence 
of Ireland ; but Mr. Pitt, his principal, had introduced a declar- 
ation of the independence of the Iriſh parliament into his lar 
addreſs, and the motion of his honourable friend was a ſimilat de 
claration ; therefore, according to the Secretary's argument, Mc 
Pitt meditated an attack on the independence of the Iriſh parlia- 
ment. His honourable friend {Mr Griffith] had ſaid that he wiſhet 
to ſee a miniſter in Ireland independent and diltin& from the 
Engliſh miniſter : He conccived that this day his wiſh was a- 
compliited, as the Engliſh miniſter had volyggerily introduced i 
declaration of the independence of the Iriſh Wilarare, which ta” 
Iriſh miniſter had reliſted, and in effect negatived. That in ever) 
inſtance, during the ſe:ſion, the oſtenſible miniſter had ſhewn bin 
ſelf to be that diſtiact, independent miniſter, and direQly oppoſite 
to the Engliſh miniſter, as his honourable friend withed; for 
while the Engliſh rmanaiter ſupported a parliamentary reform, a: bt 
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ne qua won, the Iriſh miniſter had not only teſtified it in every 
ſtage, but perſecuted its friends and abettors. 


Mr. GzxaTTan—1 ſhall trouble the Houſe with one ward 
upon the adjournment z not that I think any negociation can alter 
the nature and tendency of the Britiſh reſolutions, ſo as to make 
it poſlible for them to appear in this Houſe ; but I think it fair to 
give the miniſter the longeſt time ro bring the country out of the 
dificulties in which it is involved. As to the conſtitution it is 
not ſubvertible—it cannot be bartered therefore we have no- 
thing to apprehend from waiting the time required.. : 

In the year 1982, I wiſhed to move the addreſs on an original 
meaſure of government; I requeſted the approbation of the Duke 
of Portland, but was refuſed. I was told that his Grace, 
with very good intentions to the liberty of !reland, could not 
be reſponſible, or pledge England to that addreſs. I moved, 
therefore, as of myſelf, in this Houſe, and indeed the miniſter 
backed it with his utmoſt power. It was a demand, from aniota 
of which the parliament of Ireland never receded. The Duke of 
Portland, it has been ſaid, did pledge Great Britain to the Iriſh 
conſtitution, as the preſent miniſtry did to the eleven propoſitions z 
but it was not ſo: The eleven propoſitions were not the demand 
of the country, but the offer of the miniſter. The conſtitution 
was the demand of the nation, backed by the lives and fortunes 
of parliament and the people. Mr. Fitzpatrick was charged with 


having pledged England to the addreſs of 1782, but the caſe was 
as I have ſtated it. | 


Mr. Ox De.—It having fallen to my lot to propoſe the commer- 
cial regulations, I beg leave to have the circumſtances which led 
toit fully underſtood. The Houſe will recolleQ, in their addrefs 
at the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion, that they called upon government 
for that regulation ; the expreſſions are ſtrong and preciſe ; they 
lay, * That they entertain the warmeſt hopes, that the interval 
between that time and the next ſeſſion of parliament, will afford 
ſufficient time for forming a wiſe and well digeſted plan for a libe- 
rl arrangement of commercial intercourſe between Great Britain 
and Ireland, and that ſuch plan, upon the broad baſis of reciprocal 
advantage, would be the moſt effectual means of ſtrengthening the 
empire at large,” 5 

In conſequence of that addreſs, it became neceſſary to bring 
forward ſome ſyſtem for the opinion of parliament, and therefore 1 
had the honour to ſubmit the propoſitions to your conſideration ; 
but I hope it will be remembered that I never ſaid I had the 
content of the Engliſh miniſtry, much leſs could 1 be ſuppoſed 
to pledge the parliament of England to the ſyſtem. I only pro- 
poled it as the beſt foundation that I could deviſe for a final ſet- 
tlement, and with a hope that both countries would agree to it. 
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I think it.neceſlary to ſay this, leſt it ſhould be ſuppoſed that 
I aſſented to the poſition which had been laid down—that I at- 
tempted to pledge the Britiſh miniſtry and the Britiſh nation to 
the propoſitions. —I only begged for ten days, and if I then bring 
forward any thing injurious to the conſtitution and commerce of 

Ireland, let me be cenſured with the ſevereſt marks of indignation, 
let me be marked with reproach, and daſhed with diſhonour ; but 
at preſent I hope the Houſe will give me credit that J have no 
ſuch intention; if I ad unworthily, let them reſent it to the 
utmoſt. | 


Mr. GzaTTANn.—l never meant to ſay that the right honour. 
able gentleman had pledged the Britiſh nation, but I ſaid the mi- 
niſters were pledged, and in a very particular way, by 140,000], 
in new taxes, 1 have no idea of this, taking tuch a ſum, and 
holding ſuch language in an Houſe of Parliament as we have 
heard, without any thing pledged. 


Mr. FLOO p. It is now faid that the right honourable ſccretarr 
did not pledge the Britiſh miniſter, nor even himſelf, to the eleven 

opoſitions. I aſk, did he not ſpeak in this Houſe for three 
— meaſuring every word and weighing every ſyllable? Did 
he not ſay he congratulated both countries upon the liherality 
with which Great Britain was about to give up her commercial 
prejudices? And if fo, will he, after taking 140, oool. of the 
nation's money, ſay that he is not pledged to the conditions on 
which the taxes were impoſed ? Will he fay he did not ſpeak 
with authority ? | 

It is faid, that the alteration of the tenth reſolution, as intto- 
duced by the miniſter, ſtamps the whole as the act of this Houſe ; 
but no notice was ever taken in England of that alteration ; it 
was not even read ; and we find the tenth reſolution, as originally 
introduced by the right honourable ſecretary here, now ſtanding 
the twentieth of the Engliſh reſolutions, therefore no argument 
can be drawn from this Houſe having altered it, 

The right honourable ſecretary calls ſor the ſevereſt cenſure of 
the Houle, if on Thurſday ſe'nnight he does not bring forward 
ſomeihing ſatisfactor y; but on that day he need no more anſwer 
than on this, and he may defy the Houſe—he who can prorogue, 
or even diſſolve the parliament.— He indeed muſt be very much 
2fraid of their reſentment ;; no, but he may be afraid of a mob, 
if a whole offended injured nation may be calied a mob z and then 
what is his reſource ? Why a packet z and then he is reſpouſi- 
ble— where? In Dover. 


Sir He NY CA vx x DIS U declared he had the higheſt reſpect 
for the manly firmneſs with which the right honourable ſecretary 
had expreſſed himſelf, and believed he really intended to act in 
the moſt honourable manner. He had heard out of doors that the 
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fourth reſolution might be received without derogating from the 
legiſlative ſupremacy of Ireland; but as he was of a different 
opinion, and as the right honourable ſecretary had declared he 


. would not bring forward any thing injurious to the conſtitution of 


Ireland, he ſaid it would give him, and he believed the Houſe, 
great pleaſure, if he would alſo declare that he did not mean to 
cnact any thing under the fourth reſolution of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment. | 


Mr. Ox De ſaid he thought, from the kind manner in which the 
honourable baronet had ſpoken, he was bound to reply, which 
was to beg he would remit the queſtion for a few days. He ſaid 
it was neceſſary for him to apologize for having ſo often troubled 
the Houſe, but what had been advanced by gentlemen called 
upon him. He muſt ſtill maintain what he had before ſaid, that 
the propoſitions ſubmitted by him were intended to come at the 
ſenſe of the two nations; nor was it poſſible that any miniſter 
could pledge himſelf to them ſpecifically, but ſubje& to the opi- 
nion of either parliament, and under circumſtances in their nature 
eventual. He ſaid he had read in the papers, that on the other 
ſide the water, the miniſter was charged with giving his weight 
to the Iriſh propoſitions ; on this ſide the miniſtry is charged with 
not giving their weight to them. How contradictory But let 
N wait a few days, and then it will be ſeen who has ob- 

ucted the happineſs of both countries z then, ſaid he, let them 
fift my conduct to the bottom, I have no dread of the event. It 
has been ſaid, that I did congratulate both countries upon Eng- 
land having given up her commercial prejudices—the Houſe muſt 
ſee that this could only be hypothetically. On the other fide, I 
am charged with having ſaid that the wealth and induſtry of Eng- 
land would be transferred to this country, I never ſaid fo, though - 
it is certain that the ſyſtem of commercial intercourſe, would 
greatly enrich Ireland, but jt muſt equally benefit Great Britain 
allo z and as to congratulating both countries upon that ſyſtem, 
] would, if I was ſtanding in my place in the Britiſh ſenate, con- 
gratulate that country on having given up her prejudices in favour 
of her navigation laws, and thrown the advantages of them to 
both countries, which J am confident will redound to the proſpe- 
nity of each, | 


Mr. F.000D.—The right honourable gentleman tells you, that 
he congratulated you hypothetically ; pay, indeed, he ſays that 
he congratulates you on England having given up her prejudi- 
ces, with regard to the navigation laws; that is, ſhe will take 
into her own hands the power of making navigation laws for you 
for ever, She gives up her prejudices againſt your trade; how? 
By binding it for ever, both externally and internally, This is 
ihe mode England has of conquering her prejudices ;z and it is 


hy 
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upon this victory over her paſſions that the right honourable gen- 
tleman congratulates the kingdom. 

Several gentlemen around me wiſh I ſhould now make the mo. 
tion which I mentioned, I ſhall therefore move you to reſolve, 
That we will maintain undiminiſhed, the free and full exerciſe, at 
all times, of the ſole and excluſive authority cf the Iriſh legiſlature 
to legiſlate for Ireland, commercially and externally, as well az 
internally ;“ and I add internally, becauſe many of the regulati. 
ons in the ſyſtem tend to bind our trade internally as well as exter- 
nally. 


The SPEAKER informed Mr. Flood that a motion was before 


the Houſe, which muſt be difpoſed of before any other could be 
made. 


Mr. FLoos ſaid he would wait until the motion was diſpoſed 
of, and would then move the reſolution he had mentioned, which 
it was neteſſary for the Houſe to agree to; without paſſing ſuch 
a reſolution the Houſe ſhould not adjourn ; it would ſeem as if it 
adjourned to conſider the ſyſtem of the Britiſh miniſter, and whe- 
ther the terms of that ſyſtem were ſuch as to render it worth 
while to part with their legiſſative capacity or not; let the Houſe 
therefore paſs the Reſolution, and then examine the ſyſtem com- 
mercially, and I doubt not, ſaid he, but I ſhall be able to ſhew, 


that in point of commercial advantage, it ought not to be ac- 
cepted. 


Mr. Michal SmiTH declared that he would be proud tw 
fecond Mr. Flood's motion, and that when it was a matter of 
doubt whether the propoſitions would come over or not, he had 
impoſed a filence on himſelf, but that no man could now be 
filent, or avoid declaring his abhorrence of the reſolutions paſſed 
in Great Britain. He then reprobated the precipitancy with 
which the eleven propoſitions had been hurried through the Houſe 
here, and with what deliberation five months had been taken up 
in England with them. The Britiſh parliament, he ſaid, were to 
adjourn to Oftober ; this Houſe was to adjourn until the middle 
of this month, after which, in leſs than ſix weeks, all was to be 
hniſhed here, and 2 bill paſſed conſonant to the twenty propoſti- 
ens, He wiſhed the buſineſs was poſtponed, cr rather not 
brought on at all. 


Mr. MoLYNtux ſpoke in favour of the miniſter's conduct; 


he inveighed againſt perſons who ſound alarms to the country, and 
endeavour to excite the people. 


Major DoyLe ſaid he congratutated adminiſtration on its new 
watchman, who was ſo obſervant of the alarms he himſelf had 
raiſed, Je then reprobated the reſolutions, The conduct of the 


— ww ͤ 2 £A_ = — 


W 


— 


"DE BAT. BW 315 


ſecretary he compared to that of a noble peer formerly in this 
kingdom, who when dunned for money, uſed to tell his creditors, 
Go away now, but if you will come on Monday 1 will tell you 
when you may <all again. Gentlemen, faid he, are ſo often baulk- 
ed, that like the boy who cheated the folks with the cry of wolf 
ſo many times, when the wolf really came the people ſtaid at 
home.—T heartily rejoice, continued he, that the fourth reſolution 
is to be in the bill, as otherwiſe ſome honeſt gentlemen might be 
impoſed on by the preamble, and the pompous addreſs of the 
Engliſh Houſes to the King. 


The bill to prevent the exportation of hay was returned from 
the Lords with their concurrence, paſſed, and ordered to be carri- 
ed to the Lord Lieutenant. 


Mr. Ox de.—Every thing that has been ſaid convinces me that 
{ ſhould now make an un nave to the original motion, which I 
will do by moving that the words “ at its riſing,“ be left out, and 
the word? now” be inſerted in its place. I do not do this to 
evade any inquiry, but after what has paſſed, I appeal to the Houſe 
whether | ſhould not ſtrongly oppoſe a reſolution which infinu- 
ates chat ſomething hoſtile ro the conſtitution of Ireland may be 
brought forward by me. I have called for the Houſe's ſevereſt 
cenſure, and was it poſſible I could act in ſo unworthy a manner, 
I believe I ſhould not call in vain. 


Mr. FL.ooD.—S0o the right honourable gentleman has fled to a 
parliamentary ſubterfuge, to avoid a motion to which he dare not 
give a negative, and to which he cannot aſſent without deſtroying 
eighth tenths of his ſyſtem. 


Mr. OxDdz ſaid he had only waited until the Lords had agreed 
to the hay bill ; that being over, and he having promiſed on a 
former day that no buſineſs ſhould be brought forward without 
further notice, he thought himſelf juſtihable in moving, that the 
Houfe do now adjourn. 


Mr. FLoOD.— The right honourable gentleman certainly, at 
firſt, had no intention of interrupting the buſineſs of the day; it 
is to prevent my making my motion that he does it now ; for | 
appeal to the recolleCtion of every man, whether the right honour- 
able gentleman did not give it as a reaſon that what had paſſed 
had convinced him of the neceſſity of making the amendment. 
The right honourable gentleman is afraid ro meet the reſolution, 
becauſe that reſolution would be a bar to his ſyſtem z3 but I mov- 
ed it out of friendſhip to Mr, Pitt: I wiſhed to give him a plea to 
defend his conduct. He may be arraigned in England, for not 
recovering the abdicated right of legiilation; but it he is, he 
need only carry up this reſolution of the Houſe of Ireland, to 
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the King and the cabinet, and tell them whether we were right or 
wrong in our attempt, it matters not, the parliament of Ireland 
have declared they will not be ſlaves. 


The ATTorNeY GENERAL aſſured the Houſe, that no bill 
injurious to the conſtitution or commerce of Ireland would be in- 
troduced by the ſervants of the crown—for himſelf, he would 
bury his arm to the ſhoulder ſooner than do it: but he ſubmitted, 
whether it was very good ſenſe in the Iriſh parliament to echo 
back the clamour of an Engliſh faction, who firſt cried out, the 
commerce of England was ruined ; then, that the conſtitution 
of Ireland was undone, 


Mr. GaATTAN.— Upon the authority of the Engliſh reſoluti- 
ons, I venture to ſay that the ſyſtem is ſubverſive of the rights of 
Ireland. Gentlemen may ſay I cannot know what will be brought 
forward, 1 have no doubt of the honourable intentions of the lrith 
government; but I ſpeak of the reſolutions paſſed in England, 
and theſe'l fay are ſubverſive of the liberties of Ireland. Every 
man knows that the firſt principle of the Engliſh conſtitution is 
the power of making laws to bind ourſelves, but if others are to 
make laws to bind us, we are ſlaves, even though our own par- 
liament regiſters theſe laws. I ſay again I have no doubt of the 
integrity of our government, and I believe the method they will 
take in this important buſineſs will be honourable to them, but 
\ I know that it can never be a ſyſtem without the concurrence of 
both nations. It is in vain that England acknowledges our inde- 
pendence, while ſhe deſires to make laws for us; it is juſt as if a 
man was to ſay to his friend, Sir, I have a clear title to your 
eftate, therefore make it over to me. The queſtion is not, whe- 
ther we are free, but whether we will continue ſo. A gentleman 
has faid the tenth reſolution, as altered in this Houſe, was never 
noticed in England. He is miſtaken as to the fact; it was very 
much argued, and being thought too much in favour of Ireland 
was reſtored to its original form, in which it now ſtands. As to, 
parties in England, we are not to conſider parties, Ireland is a 
ſubſtantive, and can ſtand alone; though what has been imputed 
to party, may be well defended, they reſpeQted Engliſh com- 
merce, but they regarded the conſtitution of both countries, and 
I] can overlook their partiality to the commerce of their coun- 
try pethaps I may feel the fame partiality for the commerce of 
mine. 


The Houſe adjourned "till Thurſday the 11th of Auguſt 
inſtant. 
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Tuuxs pax, AUGUST 11, 1785. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


Edward Swan, Eſq; returned for the borough of Banagher, 


| took the oaths and his ſeat, 


The petition of William Bingley, a priſoner in Newgate by 
order of the Houſe, preſented to the Houſe on Tueſday the ſe- 
cond of Auguſt inſtant, was upon motion read, and it was ordered 
that the ſaid William Bingley be diſcharged, without payment of 
fees. 


A petition of the gentlemen, clergy and freeholders of the county 
of Monaghan was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, 
that petitioners are exceedingly concerned at the proſpect of the 

ropoſitions which have lately paſſed both Houſes of Parliament 
in Great Britain, being paſſed into a law in this kingdom, as they 
conceive them to be a reſumption of the right of legiſlating for 
this kingdom, lately ſo ſolemaly relinquiſhed by the parliamenc 
of Great Britain, and materially reſtraining the trade of this king- 
dom; and praying that the ſaid propoſitions, or any bill grounded 
on them, may not paſs into a law z or that the conſideration of 
them may at leaſt be poſtponed until ſufficient time may be given 
for the body of the people to conſider them, 


A petition of the freeholders of the county of Armagh was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, that petitioners are 
apprehenſive of the dangerous tendency of certain propoſitions _ 
then before the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, purporting to be a 
final and permanent adjuſtment of commerce between Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland; and that they conceive that many of the regu- 
lations therein propoſed will, if eſtabliſhed, be injurious to the 
trade of this kingdom, and a dangerous encroachment on the inde- 
pendence of our legiſlature; and praying the Houſe nor to give 
effect to a ſyſtem ſo dangerous to our liberties, and fo adverſe to 
our trade, or at leaſt, that the further conſideration of them may 
be poſtponed to a future ſeſſion. 


A petition of the conſtituents of the borough of Antrim was pre 
ſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, that the twenty teſo- 
lutions which had paſſed the Britiſh parliament are no leſs ruin- 
ous to the commerce and manufactures, than deſtructive to the con - 
ſtitutional rights of this kingdom; and praying that the conſideta- 
tion of the ſaid propoſitions may be poſtponed until the next 
ſeſſion of parliament, 


A petition of the gentlemen, clergy and freeholders of the King's 
county was preſented to the Houle and read, ſetting forth, that 


313 PARLIAMENTARY 


they conceive that the propoſitions, which under colour of a 
commercial adjuſtment between Ireland and Great Britain, have 
paſſed both Houſes of the Britiſh parliament, are ſubverſive 
of the independence of this kingdom, and highly prejudicial to its 
commerce and manufactures, and praying the tame may not pa!; 
into a law. | 


A petition of the merchants and traders of the city of Dublin, 
whoſe names were thereunder-written, was prefented to- the 
Houſe and read, ſetting forth, that petitioners conceive that the 
reſolutions of the parliament of Great Britain, for ſettling a per- 
manent commercial arrangement between the two kingdoms, 
would be partially reſtrictive, and manifeſtly unjuſt in their com- 
mercial operation, and in their political view highly infulting to 
the dignity of this free nation, inaſmuch as they are ſubvyerſive of 
the independency of its legiſlature ; and ſubniitting that the ſeaſon 
of the year, and the time of the ſeaſon, already greatly protraQ- 
ed, are obviouſly unfavourable to the diſcuſſion of a queſtion of 
ſuch magnitude; and praying that no ſyſtem whatever, of general 
commercial arrangement with the ſiſter kingdom, be adopted 
during the preſent ſeſſion of parliament, 


A petition of the manufacturers of the city and liberties of 
Dublin was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, that 
the twenty reſolutions which have paſſed both Houſes of the 
Britiſh Parliament, as intending to regulate finally the intercourſe 
and commerce between Great Britain and Ireland, invade the con- 
ſtitution of this kingdom, reſtrict its trade, and diſcourage its ma- 
nufactures, and praying the Houſe not to accede to the ſaid pro- 
poſitions, or to any bill partaking of their principle. | 


Mr. HaxaTLey, who preſented the laſt two petitions, ſaid he 
could not without indignation ſee the independency of the Iriſh 
legiſlature ſtruck at; and notwithſtanding: the boaſted reciprocity 
and pretended impartiality which had been to much relied upon, 
he was now convinced that the Britiſh ſyſtem would operate moſt 
partially, and to the great injury of Ireland : he therefore be- 
ſought the Houſe not to enter haſtily into ſuch meaſures, nor to 
undertake the diſcuſſion of them at ſo late a period of the ſeſſion, 
when many gentlemen. were abſent in the country, and could 
not poſlibly attend to give their opinions, 


A petition of the gentlemen, clergy and freeholders of the county 
of Meath was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that 
petitioners conceive that the reſolutions which have lately palled 
both Houſes of Yarliament in Great Britain, for ſettling a final 
adjuſtment of commercial intercourle between Great Britain and 
Ireland, are ſubverſive of the legiſlative independency and com- 
mercial rights of Ireland, and praying that no ſyſtem of commer- 
Gial intercourſe between the two countries may be adopted at this 
late period of the ſeſſion, 
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Mr. Low run, who preſented this petition, ſaid that in Eng- 
land the twenty propoſitions had had the ſupport of every well- 
informed manufacturer and of the landed intereſt, the oppoſition 
which had been made to them was but the oppoſition of party. 
What was the inference ? Why that thoſe perſons ſaw they would 
be highly beneficial to England, and therefore the mighty advan- 
tages which Ireland was promiſed from them, were in his mind 
very doubtful, at leaſt they ought to be well weighed and fully 
underſtood ; for which reaſon he thought himſelf bound to preſs 


upon the Houſe the prayer of the petition, that full time ſhould 
be allowed. | 


A petition of the gentlemen, clergy and freeholders of the coun- 
ty of Cork was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth 
that the reſolutions of the Britiſh parliament, for finally ſettling 
the commerce between Great Britain and Ireland, appear to peti- 
tioners to contain a ſyſtem arbitrary and unjuſt, at once deſtruc- 
tive of the trade, and fatal to the conftitution of Ireland, and 


praying that their conſideration may be poſtponed until next ſeſ- 
fon of parliament. 


A petition of the there under-ſigned fiſhermen of the towns of 
Baldoyle, Malahide and Howth, was preſented to the Houſe and 
read, ſetting forth, that petitioners are greatly diftrefſed by a clauſe 
in the revenue act, paſſed this ſeſſion of parliament, whereby 
they are prohibited from fiſhing except their veſſels are ſquare 
ngged and fitted with ſtanding boltſprits z and praying relief. 


The following meſſage was received from his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant, by the Yeoman-uſher of the Black rod: 


« Mr. Speaker, 


It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this Houſe 
do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.“ 


Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went to attend his 
Grace, and being returned, the Speaker reported that the Houſe 
had attended his Grace the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of 


Peers, where his Grace was pleaſed to give the royal aſſent to the 
following bills : 
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1. An act to amend an act, entitled an act for the more ſgeedy 
and effeQtual recovery of the King's debts. 

2. An act for the more ſpeedy and eaſy recovery of ſmall 
debts in the manor courts within tais kingdom, and for regulat- 
ing the coſts of proceedings for that parpole therein. 

3. An act to alter and amend an act made in the twenty-firſt 
and twenty-ſccond years of his pretent Majeſty's reign, entitled 


o 
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an act to enable the governors of any of the ſchools founded in 
this kingdom to make long leaſes of ſuch ſands as have bee 
granted for the ſupport of the ſaid ſchools, and are fituate in 
counties of towns. | . 

4. An act for amending the laws for regulating lottery cf. 


CES. 

5. An act for the more effeQually regiſtering of freeholder;, 

6. An act for amending the ſeveral laws relating to the regiſ. 
tring of wills and deeds in the regiſtry office of this kingdom, and 
= the better regulating and conducting the buſineſs of the ſaid 
office, 

7. An act for reviving, continuing and amending ſeveral tem- 
porary ſtatutes. . 

8. An act for granting the ſums of 20, oool. 5000l, and 4000l. 
to certain truſtees, and for promoting the ſeveral manufaQures 
therein named. 
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1. An act for the more effeQually raiſing a ſufficient ſum of 
money for diſcharging the debts and incumbrances affecting cer. 
tain lands in the counties of Wexford, Mayo, Sligo and Donegall, 
the eſtates of the Right Honourable Arthur Saunders, Earl cf 
Arran, and the Honourable Arthur Saunders Gore, commonly 
called Lord Viſcount Sudley, and for the payment of the debts 
now due by them reſpectively, and for other purpoſes. 


2. An a& for veſting certain lands, tenements and hereditaments 
therein mentioned, the eftate of Sir Michael Cromie, Baronet, in 
the Right Honourable Thomas Connolly and the Right Honour- 
able Luke Gardiner, truſtees therein mentioned, for payment of 
debts and incumbrances affecting the ſame. | 


3. An act for raiſing the ſum of 20,0001. upon the manors of 
Port Dungloe and Mount Charles, in the county of Donegal, 
the eſtate of the Right Honourable William Conyngham, to be 
expended, together with another ſum of 20,0001. granted by par- 


liament, in promoting the fiſheries on the Weſtern coaſt of the 


"of 


county of Donegal, in manner therein mentioned, 


Mr. F.00p.—The laſt day I had the honour to addreſs you, 
Sir, I did propoſe that we ſhould not enter into any ſtipulation to 
violate or infringe the clear and undoubted right of the parliament 
of Ireland, to legiflate for Ireland in all caſes whatſoever. 

I will not- trouble the Houſe with any argument to prove that 
we ought now to aſſert the independency of our > ga and 
our determination to maintain that independency; for if there be 
any ſenſe in words, the reſolutions of the Britiſh parliament pro- 
poſe to us that we ſhould relinquiſh that independency ; and thx 
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addreſs of that parliament ſays, that is the only condition on which 

we can receive the benefit of participating in the Britiſh commerce; 

and aſk us, whether we will accept it on this condition or not ? 

Now as there is no man in this kingdom who will fay he will 
e to the condition, I ſhall propoſe to the Houſe to reſolve, 

« That we will maintain, undiminiſhed, the free and full ex- 

erciſe, at all times, of the ſole and excluſive authority of the Iriſh 


parliament to legiſlate for Ireland, commercially and externally, 
as well as internally,” 


The Right Honourable THomas OrDe.—T am happy in an 
opportunity of ſaying a fewwords in anſwer toa queſtion which the 
honourable gentleman put on the laſt day of our meeting, and I 
have no doubt the good ſenſe of the Houſe will induce them to 
think that it is neceſſary to hear what I propoſe to lay before 
them, previous to their coming to any reſolution. 

On the laſt day I moved the queſtion of adjournment, hoping 
that on this day I ſhould have the honour to lay matters of great 
importance before the Houſe z but I muſt now apologize, that, 
from ſome circumſtances, I am obliged to poſtpone to to-morrow 
only, what I have to ſubmit. This being the caſe, I hope that 
without being deemed to have thrown out any thing contrary to 
the reſolution of the honourable gentleman, I may be indulged 
with one day. So far am I from having any apprehenſion of the 
reſolution, that I declare I wiſh to be put to the teſt, whether I 
ſhall offer any thing at all inconſiſtent with its principle, ot ra- 
ther whether I ſhall not propoſe ſomething that will put it out of 
the queſtion altogether. If the Houſe ſhall think otherwiſe, I ſhall 
have no objection to the reſolution. ; 


Mr. FL.oop.—The Engliſh parliament have declared as a fun- 
damental condition, that all the laws of England now made, or 
hereafter to be made for the regulation of commerce, ſhall be 
adopted in Ireland; therefore the right honourable ſecretary can- 
not do any thing except he agrees to this principle. Does he 
mean to agree to that principle, or not? If, not, he can make 
no adjuſtment with England, and if he does, he will not find the 
parliament of Ireland very much diſpoſed to become the regiſter 
of the Engliſh parliament, 


Mr. Oxbe.—l ſhall now call upon the Houſe for che indul- 
zence I have begged, ſince the honourable gentleman has given 
bis reaſon for moving the reſolution, becauſe I truſt I ſhall then 
give him ſatisfaction. 

I omitted to take notice of one thing which the honourable 
gentleman ſaid, when he firſt introduced this motion.— He ſaid it 
was to guard the independent rights of Ireland, which there way 
an intention to relinquiſh. If the gentleman has any authoriey for 


laying this, he ought no doubt to propoſe his reſolution z but as 
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I never gave ground for ſuch an opinion, and as I hope the Houſe 
will have the goodneſs to believe me incapable of ſuch a wiſh, | 
ſball wait till to-morrow to prove how unfounded it is. 


Mr. Fi 00D.—The right honourable ſecretary has ſaid he will 
to-morrow propoſe ſomething that will put the reſolution out of 
queſtion altogether ; if he does, I am fure it cannot be | conſonant 
to the Enztiſh commercial adjuſtment z but as the Tight honourable 
ſecretary ſays 1 ſhall, if the Houſe thinks neceſſary, be at liberty 
to-morrow to move the reſolution, 1 will not preſs it now, though 
I firwly believe I hail be obliged to move it to-morrow z yet I hope 
he will profit by h intarral between this and that time, and deter- 
mine to comply u ich the wiſhes of the whole nation. If he does, 1 
ſhall not repent of my complaiſance. 


Mr. Ox pr ſaid he hoped it never would be ſuppoſed that he 
could be ſv wanting in teſpect to a nation, and to a parliament, 
whom he had every reaſon to honour and eſteem, as to offer ſuch 
an infulting propoſition as the giving up the exerciſe of their le- 
Siſlative rights; It was impotfible he could. He therefore beg- 
ged it might be believed that he ſhould act from his own 
opinion, and the opinion of thoſe with whom he had the 
honour to co-operate, and not from any thing that had been thrown 
out on the pteſent oecafion. | | 

Mr. Fi.00D again declared, be thought it impoſſible to go an. 
with the commercial ſyſtem without violating the conttitution of 
leland, ot contradi ding the declarations of the Englith par- 
liament. | + 

The Right Honourable Thomas ConoLLy.—T ſaw, when 
the propoſitions we ſent from this were altered, what difficult 
there would be to proſecute this meaſure. Now, I am told a bill 
is to come forward to-morrow z but when it does, I ſhall ſtill inſiſt 
that we have time to conſider it ; for I am entirely convinced, we 
were much too precipitate on a former occaſion, and that my ho- 
nourable friend on the floor [Mr. Flood] was right, when he 
aſked fora long day; and I agree with him it is abſurd to enter 
into a commercial negociation on the terms propoſed, Gentlemen 
cannot forger the ſituation this country was reduced to at the end 
of the laſt war. Government was to poor in money and credit, 
as not to be able to borrow Gool. to ſend a regiment out of town, 
and if it had not been for 50,9001, lent or given them, the army 
mult have been. diſbanded. We aſked for a free trade before we 
had a conſtitution to manage it, any knowledge about it, or money 
to carry it on; we were a nation of bankrupts, and we aſked a 
free trade from the people who looked upon us as their rivals. In 
1780 we got a free trade, and it was not until 1782 we got a free 
conſtitution to go on with it. The eleven propoſitions we ſent 
over, were too good a bargein for this Houſe z therefore we have 
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inſtead of them twenty, that are calculated to create a diviſion 
tween the two countries, that I would give up all my property 
to prevent. Whether this will end as a comedy or a tragedy I 
know not, but perhaps I ſhall, when 1 ſee the bill brought in by 
the ſame right — author, who wrote the eleven propoſi- 
tions, that nobody owns. I will not, however, though I might, 
call him a puppet-ſhow man z but I ſhall tell him, that if he brings 
in a bill, 1 ſhall move an adjournment, or an addreſs to the king 
to tell him this parliament is no longer to be trifled with. 


Mr. F.oop.,—Sir, my right honourable friend who ſpoke laſt, 
(and I truſt I may be allowed to call him by that name; for, 
though I never had any confidential communication with him on 
this fubject, yet he is a gentleman for whom I have ever enter- 
tained the ſincereſt reſpeQ,) 1 ſay, Sir, = rizht honourable 
friend having alluded to me in the courſe of what he has ſaid, 
obliges me to riſe, left by my filence I ſhould be conſidered as 
afſenting to what he has propoſed. He has imputed the misfor- 
tunes of this country to a free trade and free conſtitution, If he 
thinks a free trade and free conſtitution an evil, he had better con- 
ſent to the propoſitions of Great Britain, which will eternally de- 
froy both. He thinks it abſurd we ſhould have a trade, without 
2 capital to ſupport it. I ſay, we muſt have a trade before we 
can E. a capital. How did Great Britain acquire a capital? B 
her trade —Why have you been in a ſtate of poverty? Becauſe 
your trade has been cramped.—ITr is as abſurd then to ſay, we 
ſhould not have a free trade, becauſe we have not a capital, as it 
was in the man who declared he would never go into the water, 
until he learned to ſwim, The right honourable gentleman does 
me juſtice in ſaying that I oppoſed this buſineſs in its origin, I 
had then the honour to be in the 2 I now fee the two 
gentlemen who were with me on that occaſion: I told them then, 
that they would one day glory in being in that minority; I am 
ſure they do ſo now z and [ believe there is not a man who hears 
me now, that does not wiſh it was a majority. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman, from what authority I know not, mentions 
2 bill to be brought in, and he wiſhes us to hear the right honour- 
able ſecretary, to treat him with all poſſible reſpc&, and then to 
addreſs his Majeſty z but I tell the right honourable gentleman, 
that whatever we do, whether by addreſs, or whether by reſolu- 
tion, muſt precede the introduction of any bill. If we give leave 
to bring in a bill, we aſſent to the principle upon which it is 
lounded, and then the addreſs will be too late. Ihe Britiſh par- 
lament has declared, and promulgated as a fundamental principle 
of the agreement, that laws paſſed by the Engliſh legiflacure ſhall 
be adopted in this country. I aſk you, are you agreed” to this 
principle; are you ready to give up the independence of the 

1b parliament, or are you not? If you are, ſay fo; if you are not, 
1 
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declare it. Meet the queſtion fairly and openly ;z every man knowy 
your independence conſiſts in the right of originating laws. Will 
you give up this right, and become the regiſters of another aſſem- 
bly ? I doubt not but the bill which the right honourable ſe. 
cretary may bring in, will be nicely dreſſed ; it ſhall not declare 
any thing explicitly againſt your conſtitution; but it will con- 
tain all the marrow and the pith of the reſolutions of England. ] 
ſay, if you give leave to bring in ſuch a bill, you ſubſcribe to 
what Great Britain has ſaid to be a fundamental principle, and 
Great Britain will conſider it ſo, however it may be dreſſed up to 
ſuit the feelings of a majority, to give them an excuſe for doing 
ſecre:ly, what they dare not openly aſſent to. I ſay, freedom 
of conſtitution is neceſſary to ſupport freedom of trade, Liberty 
is the nurſe of commerce, and | will not give up an atom of it. 
I ſay you have not a right to give it up; but if a parliament could 
be ſo profligate, ſo baſe, as to attempt it. [Here the Atcorney 
General cried hear him hear him.] I aſk you may it not be at- 
tempted? Have not men attempted what they had not a 
right to do? Was not every European country once free as you? 
Why are they now ſlaves, but by the corruption of their ſenates? 
But could you: be ſo corrupt, could you be ſo baſe as to give up 
the liberty of one of the only two countries who now enjoy free- 
dom, I will aſſure you the people will not, they muſt not, 
they ſhall not. I will raiſe my voice, and I will be heard at the 
extremities of the land; my head and my heart are independent. 
I know my fortune to be independent of my prince, and of the 


people ; and that man ſhall not deſcend to the grave in peace, who take 
would deſtroy the freedom of my country; I will purſue him YOU 
where I will make him hear me; where J will be free to ſpeak. Auna 
I am content to be a fellow - ſub ject of my countrymen, but I will I 
not be their fellow-lave. I fay, then, you muſt firſt decide whe- gen 
ther you will adopt the principle; whether you who, in the year prot 
1782, roſe from an abject ſlate to the higheſt magnanimity, will thin 
now, in 1786, ſink from the greateſt magnanimity to the lowelt let | 
ſavery ; I ſay, you muſt determine this, for if you give leave on, 
to bring in abill, you are no longer a parliament—I will no our 
longer conſider you fo ; meet it then boldly, and not like daſtards, WW fan 
fearful to guard your rights, though you talk bravely to your wives | hear 
and childrer, cembling at a foreign nation. = 
The Right Honourable He NN GAATTAN.— The reſolutions Nas 


of the Iriſh parliament, and their addreſs, were tranſmitted to his chad 
Majeſty, and afterwards, by his order, laid before the parliament whit 
of Great Britain; that parliament took them into conſideration, lend 
and totally, fundamentally and radically departed from them. A hou 
x bill was then brought into the Engliſh parliament, founded on Maj 
P twenty reſolutions, which it had paſſed, not indeed agreeing ex- * 
a actly with the twenty reſolutions, but conformable to their ge- and 
neral ſpirit, and with ſome addition. What this bill will be when 
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compleat we cannot ſay z we have only the authority of the mover 
25 to his intention. But what we ſhould now do is to addreſs the 
throne, to lay before us the twenty reſolutions, that the ſenſe of 
the Iriſh parliament may be taken upon them; for we cannot 
bring in a bill z if we do we aſſent to the principle of theſe reſo- 
lutions. 

Now what the reaſon is that theſe twenty reſolutions have not 
been laid before us, or why a bill is propoſed in the firſt inſtance, 
I cannot ſee ; for it is certain, if the Kate of this Houſe was taken, 
it would be found diametrically oppoſite to the ſenſe of the Engliſh 

liament. The two nations differ, and that is the plain ſtate of 
the fact. Ireland ſent over eleven reſolutions; England returned 


twenty, direAly ſhaking the foundation of our legiſlative inde- 


pendence. 

The right honourable ſecretary has ſaid, he will ſtate what he 
hopes will prove ſatisfactory to the nation. Now let me 9 
that what he ſtates is conſonant to the eleven propoſitions of Ire- 
land, and directly oppoſite to the twenty reſolutions of England. 
If he does ſo, the Houſe will ſay he has done very handſomely by 
this country; but it would be nugatory to ſend over a bill found- 
ed on theſe principles ; ſuch a bill could never paſs under the 
great ſeal, 1n oppoſition to what England has declared a funda- 
mental principle. : N 

It is, however, joe to give the right honourable gentleman 
an opportunity of declaring his confiflency, and ſhewing how 
properly he has acted ; but if he aſks leave to bring in a bill, he 
takes from you the opportunity of diſcuſſing that bill, and beſpeaks 
your aſſent to reſolutions which if put /ot4d?m verbis, would be 
unanimouſly rejected. | | 

I think that very great praiſe is due to the right honourable 
gentleman [Mr. Orde] for the zeal with which he has laboured to 
procure ſomething for the advantage cf both countries, and 1 
think the Houſe ſhould hear what he has to ſtate, but ſhould not 
let him move any thing, becauſe ſilence in ſuch a caſe is admith- 
on, and to ſuffer any thing to be moved, without rſt declaring 
our ſenſe of the Britiſh refolutions, would be to admit their 
principle, Let the Houſe, | therefore, as ſoon as it ſhall have 
heard the right honourable ſecretary, come to an addreis, ſtating 
the conſtitution of this country, and let the addreſs be as recon- 
ciling as potlible, but let it be an addreſs of aſſertion; for it is 
not the fourth only of the Britiſh retolucions which trenches upon 
the independence cf Ireland, there are others, particularly thoſe 
which go to eſtabliſh the ſame revenue laws in ireland which Eng- 
land has or thall paſs. I ſay, therefore, the Houſe of Commons 
ſhould not negociate, but let us in general terms aiſure his 
Majeſty of our joyalty and gratcful ſenſe of his paternal attention, 
and alto of our determination to keep the conſtitution inviolate, 
and not involve it in the commercial treaty: Let us meet the 
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fourch propoſition in terms, and let us in terms meet the other 
exceptionable parts; but let us keep our conftitution out of the 
| treaty; for conſtitution is the great ſpring to commerce, and 


nurſe of trade, and if we give that up, we loſe our power as a 


parliament, and moſt deſervedly loſe the profits of trade, 

We ſhould alſo ſay, that the commercial arrangement is net a 
ſubject of ſufficient importance to commit two nations upon; 
I know it was intended originally rather as a matter of ſettlement 
than commerce, and therefore to perſiſt now to facrifice every 
thing to it is folly; it is laughable to ſuppoſe that the right ho- 
nourable ſecretary can poſſibly produce any ſyſtem that will now 
be acceptable to the two nations. Great Britain has already ſpo- 
ken by her parliament, and Ireland has done the fame ; the Bri. 
tiſh miniſter and the Britiſh parliament ſpeak in the fourth reſolu- 
tion, they offer you the ſhadow of the Britilh market, provided 
you give up the ſubſtance of the Iriſh conſtitution; they offer you 
trade, provided you give them the government of that trade. To 
whom are you to give it? to your rivals, The whole hangs on 
this; we are to covenant that we will adopt their laws, that is, 
we give up the living ſecurity of our parliament, and take the in- 
definite ſecurity of reciprocal advantage and equal benefit. It is 
impoſſible to ſay what would be equal benefit; England has great 
incumbrance, but ſhe has great ability to ' diſcharge that incum- 
brance; Ireland is exactly in the reverſe ſituation ; ſhe has ſmall 
incumbrance, but then, her means are ſmall, fo that what might 
be deemed by Britain equality, might prove very great in- 
equality. Fg | 

I did not mean to go ſo far when I got up. I would wiſh to 
- accommodate the miniſter, but there are times when we ſhould 

refer the happineſs of our country to punctilio. Gentlemen 
a been harraſſed with coming up to numberleſs attendances, 
and it is now time they ſhould know whether they are to return to 
their teſpective ſhires, freemen or not. 


Mr. FL oOD.— The buſineſs ſeems now reduced to this queſtion, 
whether we ſhall procecd by addreſs or by refolution? If we 
proceed by addreis, we muſt be extremely civil in all our expreſ- 
lions; the King will give an anſwer, and his Majeſty no doubt 
will pay great reſpeCt to both countries, but perhaps he will pay 
more reſpe& to his kingdom of England; ſo that by an addreſs we 
put his Majeſty into a very unpleatanc ſituation, and expole our- 
ſetves to an anſwer. The Enzlith patliament has ſpoken by teſe- 
lutions, and we ſhould do the tame ; for in addrefling Majeſty we 
lay ourſelves open to an anſwer, which may not be altogether 
acceptable, as the King is nut competent to alter any reſolution 
which has paſſed the Engliſh parliament ; and of this 1 am ure, 
if any Demon from Hell wiſhed to place eternal ſeparation be- 
tween the two countries, he could not do it wore effectually than 
by the twenty propoſitions which have paſſed in Great Britain; 
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| am therefore for a reſolution, as maſt reſpectful to his Majeſty and 
to ourſelves. I am always an enemy to calling upon another ta do 
that which I can do myfell, It has been often ſaid, that no man can 
make love by attorney. I think we cannot aſſert our rights by 
attorney; we ſhould aſſert them ourſelves with the magnanimity 
of a great nation, aud I now call upon you to do it, 


Mr. Conor. Ly ſaid he was for hearing what che right honour- 
able ſeeretary bad to offer, but if he ſhould attempt to bring in 
any bill, without having firſt fully aſſerted the le-iflative inde- 

ndence of this country, he would be 2zainit it. If, however, 
aſter declaring the rights of Ireland, he ſhould introduce a bill re- 
lative to commerce merely, and not to conſtitution, he could fee 
no teaſon againit receiving it. 


Mr. Pax sos obſerved, that the crown had already given an 
anſwer upon it, and that that aner was worded in very ſtrong 
and peculiar language. It declared the ſyftem of the Britiſh par- 
liament to be neceſſary to the glory, firenger and profpericy of 
the empire; and neceifary to ſtrengthen the bands of union be- 
tween the rwo kingdoms, Our fovere1gn, therefore, having given 
ſuch an anſwer, he inf led it would not be delicate to prefent an 
addreſs which muſt call for an anſwer of a diferent nature. He 
preſſed to have the ſubje& deferred, declaring that he knew no 
reaſon ſo cogent, no neceſſity ſo urgent as to warrant the precipi- 
tancy with which miniſters were hurrying the nation into a ſyſtem 
that muſt prove injurious. Was it poſſible it could be laſting. The 
ſituation of Ireland, even in a commercial point of view, demand- 
ed no ſuch ſyſtem z as for many years to come ſhe ſhould not, it 
was well known, avail herſelf of it. He profeſſed himſelf againſt 
any compact, becauſe they were all liable to miſconſtruction; 
but if any compact was more eminently liable to miſconſtr uction 
than any other, it was the prefent, which ſpoke in ſuch very 
looſe and unaſcertained terms of acts conferring equal benefits and 
laying equal reſtraints, A regulation might be very ſalutary in 
England which might be very deſtructive here; the ſituations of 
the two countries were ſo very different, that for Ireland to en- 
cumber herſelf with all the Engliſh regulations, would be, as an 
honourable gentleman had upon a former occaſion obſerved, like 
the dwarf that put on the giant's robe, 

He conclud.d with obſerving, that in attempting to extend her 
power in America, Great Britain had loſt dominion ; he hoped ſhe 
would be wiſe enough to profit by her misfortune ;z but it looked 
as if the miniſter thought the people of this country were ready to 
lubmit to any indignity, becauſe they had ſubmitted to the mea- 
ſure of attachments. He defired, Rowever, to ſet him right, and 
adviſed him to enquire from the gentlemen around, who were 
witneſſes to the ſpirit of the nation in the year 1782, whether they 
tiought the people would tamely ſubmit to the abolition of their 
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legiſlature's independence? Had they in three years ſuffered an 
ſuch degrading alteration in ſentiment? He aſſured him they 
had not z and though their uniforms were worn out, they had not 
forgot their ſpirit or their diſcipline. 


Mr. Ozpe 8 for troubling the Houſe again, but ſaid 
he roſe to expreſs his thankfulneſs for the indulgence with which 
tlemen were ready to hear bim. One gentleman [Mr. Conolly] 
had faid he would give him the indulgence of being heard, in 
order that he might be induced to indulge the country with time 
for conſideration ; there was no neceflity for making ſuch a bar- 
— with him, for he thought it ſo eſſential that the country 
Id know, ſhould underſtand and approve what he intended to 
propoſe, that he would give every opportunity for full conſide- 
ration,—He concluded with thanking the Houſe again for the very 
candid manner in which it had conſented to ſo many unavoidable 
delays, and expreſſed his confidence that gentlemen would be 
eQly ſatisfied with themſelves for having had a thorough re- 
iance on the principles on which he ated, as he had the greateſt 
reaſon to believe he would be able in the end to give general 
content. 


Mr. Coxxan, who came in late, demanded of the ſecretary, 
what was become of the eleven propoſitions of the Iriſh parliament, 
as of them only that parliament could treat, He had no fear, he 
ſaid, that the Houſe would be ſo baſe, or the nation ſo ſupine, 
as to ſuffer any others to be the grounds of a treaty; and as to the 
fourth reſolution of the Britiſh parliament, he underſtood too well 
what the conduct of the Houſe would be, was any thing to be 
founded on it, to fear from that quarter. But he again deſired to 
know what was become of the eleven propoſitions, as it was im- 
poſſible to negociate until the fate of them was known, He ſaid, 

. thought ſeemed to be the preſent faſhion to urge the Houſe for. 
ward, without giving the leaſt time for reflection or confideration, 
yet he would not ſuppoſe the Houſe would in this inſtance preci- 
pitate itſelf into the abſurdities of an addreſs, without knowing 
upon what ground, much leſs could he fear that it would fall into 
the greateſt of all abſurdities, the negociating by a bill, by bind- 
ing themſelves and leaving the other parties at liberty: However, 
28 to-morrow was ſo near, he would liſten to what the right ho- 
nourable ſecretary had to offer; convinced that no man would 
dare to bring forward any thing founded on the Britiſh retolu» 
tions. } 

Mr. Kearney, —The right honourable ſecretary has taken 
the trouble of getting ſeveral bundred copies printed of the bill 
brought into the Engliſh Houſe, founded on'the reſolutions of that 

Houle; theſe he has diſperſed amongſt the Iriſh members of par- 

- hament I truſt to little purpoſe, At the ſame time ] ſay this, | 
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do not mean to impute the bill to him as his own act; it is im- 
poſſible that the ſame perſon who introduced the ten original reſo- 
lations into this Houſe could introduce any thing ſo repugnant to 
them; the firſt were ſuch as would have become an Iriſh member, 
the others are the trick of opppoſition, combined with the nar- 
row 28 of manufacturers, and forced upon the Engliſh 
miniſter, 


— — 


FaiDay, Au cus r 12, 1785. 


Mr. ConoLLy preſented a petition of the callico, cotton and 
linen printers of the county of Dublin, ſetting forth that the 
trade of printing linens and cottons has conſiderably declined in 
this kingdom of late years, owing to the importation of immenſe 
quantities of printed goods from Great Britain into this kingdom 
that from a regulation made by parliament in the laſt ſeſſion, 
titioners experienced a revival, in ſome meaſure, of their trade: 
That petitioners are apprehenſive that the reſolutions relating to a 
commercial adjuſtment, which have lately paſſed both Houſes of 
the Britiſh parliament, and particularly the eleventh reſolution, 
tend to do away that regulation; and praying to be heard by 
themſelves and counſel in ſupport of their petition, 


Mr. Ga Die ſupported the petition, and declared that the 
alteration made in the propoſitions in the Engliſh Houſe, by 
which the duties on goods from Great Britain imported into this 
kingdom, antecedent to the 17th of May, 1782, was calculated 
to get rid of the additional duties laid ſince that time on cottons 
and callicoes ; as alſo the regulation reſpecting new and old dra- 
pery. 


The Ar To NE GeneraL ſaid the petitioners had miſtated 
the facts, and that the petition would rather injure them. 


The Right Honourable TnOouASs Oase. — I have been fo 
much accuſtomed to the indulgence of this Houſe, that not with- 
ſanding the apprehenſion I muſt neceſſarily feel from the great 
Importance of the buſineſs I. have to propoſe, I have the jureſt 
reliance upon the candour and generoſity of the aſſembly to which 
| addreſs myſelf, conſcious as I am of the benefits that will reſult 
from what I now offer to this country, and only doubtful of my 
own ability ts ſet the queſtion in a true point of view. I there- 
fore call upon gentlemen to examine it with attention, but with- 
out prejudice, and I am confident they will find it ſo conducive to 
the true intereſt of Jreland, that they will not repine at the many 
delays and interruptions which, have unavoidably occurred 
during the ſeflion, 
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On: a ſubject of ſo much importance, I truſt gentlemen will 
think it unneceſſary for me to remark, how eſſential it is towards 
forming a juſt determination, that they ſhould diveſt themſelves 
of every impreſſion that could be made by whatever they have 
heard out of doors, and that they ſhould take the meaſure up on 
its own merits. | 

I ſhould be ſorry to aſſume a reſponſibility that did not belong 

to me, but in this buſineſs Jam proud to ſtand forward, and de- 
clare myſelf reſponſible. I ſay this to. avoid miſrepreſentation, 1 
ſpeak to this country, and I with it may be heard in the ſiſter 
kingdom; becauſe there is nothing in the bill which I ſhall now 
have the hanour to propoſe, that I dare not honeſtly avow, nor 
would I propoſe a meature that I was not in my heart convinced 
would conduce to the benefit of Ireland. 
It has been ſaid, and very ſtrongly relied upon, that this 
Houſe ſtood pledged to the eleven reſolutions which were paſſed 
in the parliament of Ireland, and tranſmitted for the conſideration 
of the Britiſh parliament; but a' moment's reflection will ſhew 
gentlemen that ſuch a thing was impollible z the very act of 
tranſmitting them for conſideration ſkewed that they might be ac- 
cepted either as they went from hence, or with ſome ſhages of 
difference, or upon certain conditions. —{Here there was ſome 
noiſe and interruption. ] 

I confels myſelf relieved by this interruption ; for as I am 
conſcious of my own inability for the taſk, I require ſome time 
to proceed. I do not attempt to ſpeak in any kind of ſtyle, or any 
parade of words; my ambition is to deliver truth in a clear and 
perſpicuous manner, knowing that I ſpeak to men, the tepreſen- 
tatives and guardians of their country, who will approve rather 
my honeft deſire to convince, than any ingenious attempt to 
deceive. | 

It has been ſaid, that Great Britain is not pledged to this ad- 
Juſtment, though government was. I never wiſhed to take off 
any part of the pledge that government had given to it, nor ſhould 
1 be authorized if J attempted to do it; but I muſt obſerve, that 
government took it up at the deſite of parliament exprelied in 
their addreſs of the laſt ſeſſion z though government on both ſides 
could only go a certain length in it, I he eleven reſolutions of 

parliament were indeed a ground-work on which government 
wiſhed to erect an edilice, to contain an inexhauſtible ſtore ol 
benctit to both kingdoms z and 1 flill hope to ſee it brought to 
perftQion,—Other materials have ſince been added, yet they are al 
congenial to the nrſt, and if arranged and placed together by the 
hands of thoſe who are friends to the empire—if out of theſe ma- 
terials an whole is formed, cemented together by the witdom of 
thoſe who love thoſe kingdoms, a pile may be raiſed that will 
ſtand the teſt of ages. At the fame time that I avow the con- 
cuttence of government, J wiſh to juſlify their conduct, which | 
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truſt will be proved to have been alike friendly to Great Britain 
and this country ; for in a buſineſs of ſuch importance, where the 
intention is to conciliate, to unite, and to cement the intereſts of 
the two Countries for ever, it would be folly to lean with any 
unjuſt partiality to either, 

In proceeding on this buſineſs, it has been neceſſary for miniſ- 
ters to conlider the difference of the two countries, With that 
view miniſters on the other ſide have conducted themſelves, and 
have brought into the Britiſh parliament, a bill founded on the 
variety of matter laid before them, When the eleven reſolutions 
were paſſed in this country, they were only to be conſidered as 
the foundation of a treaty to which Britain was free to accede, 
or which ſhe might reject. Theſe reſolutions aroſe from an addreſs 
of this Houſe, and gentlemen will recolleQ, that the circumſtan- 
ces which led to that addreſs, and in which the preſent govern- 
ment upon its arrival found this kingdom, were ſuch, that it was 
impoſſible to proceed without ſome ſyſtem to reſcue the country 
from ſo much uncertainty and diſtreſs. Government, therefore, 
at the deſire of this — took up the preſent meaſure, I, for 
one, approved of it, and gave my conſent, but gentlemen will 
tecollect it was a propoſition of expectation from the other ſide, 
almoſt every part of it led to conceſſion z the matter to be heard by 
us was ſmall, it was apparent that the conceſſions we required 
were all beneficial to this country, and therefore we were almoſt 
unanimous, 

But on this very account it became neceſſary on the other ſide 
the water to conſider it with more attention, to conſider what 
they ſhould concede in a ſyſtem, which at leaſt the force of pre- 
Judice taught them to look upon with apprehenſion. It was there- 
fore neceilary for them to examine evidence, and much conſequent 
diſcuſſion enſued ; the reſult was, that twenty reſolutions contain- 
ing the whole purport and ſpitit of the eleven propoſitions of 
Ireland, together with tue conditions onwhich England is ready to 
aſſent to them, were paſſed, and are now brought into the Engliſh 
parliament in the form ot a bill. 

Having ſucceeded fo far as to bring in a bill, miniſtery 
ſubmit thez ſyſtem to the conſideration of this country, and 
haye waited its deciſion, that they might not ſeem to carry the 
ſyſtem without its conſent, but to proceed according to its opi- 
nion, and hoping to bring the whole to an unanimous concluſion, 

| would therefore adviſe, that we ſhould do as England has 
done; that we ſhould firſt give leave to bring in a bill on our pro- 
poſitions, then receive every information that can be laid before 
us, and after having formed our bill, upon what ſhall appear to be 
the true intereſt of this country, compare it with the Engliſh bill ; 


and aftet all, am fanguine enough to hope there will be found 
very little difference indeed, 
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But it is objected, that by bringing in a bill, Ireland is pledged, 
while Great Britain, in ſtopping where ſhe is, may take advanta 
and make any alterations ſbe thinks proper. I do not ſee that, in 
either country, a bill can be conſidered as any thing more than a 
propofition liable to any alteration before it receives the royal 
aſſent, and long before that can happen, the opinion of each na- 
tion on the preſent ſyſtem will be fully known to the other, 
Therefore | ſay no advantage can be taken by either; for if any 
alteration ſhould be made by one country, it would only give the 
other an opportunity of receding from the treaty. For thele rea- 
ſons, I hope, I ſhall be allowed to proceed in the ſhape of a bill, 
formed on our own propoſitions, which, I truſt, I ſhall make 
perfectly acceptable, by introducing ſuch clauſes and explanati- 
ons as ſhall make it clearly conſonant to the free and independent 
conſtitution of this country. Wherever it differs from the eleven 
propofitions, the alterations ſhall carry upon them the proof that 
they are for the mutual benefit of both countries. 

And here, Sir, allow me to declare, that I do not think it poſ- 
fible that this country in ſettling a ſyſtem which is for ever to 
unite her intereſts with thoſe of Great Britain, will ſeek to catch at 
little trifling obje ions z the good ſenſe of this nation is too great 
to be duped by deſigning people. I have declared,and I beg it may 
be believed, that l never will introduce into this Houſe any thing 
derogatory to the conſtitution of this country, derogatory to that 
conſtitution which has been repeatedly and recently recognized 
on the other ſide; and which after ſo many full, open and de- 
cided declarations made by Great Britain, there does not remain 
the leaſt ſhadow of a reaſon for ſuppoſing ſhe would be ſo wild, ſo 
abſurd, (I want words to expreſs my abhorrence of the idea) fo 
ungenerous as to attack. The two nations will, I truſt, upon 
principles of good faith proceed to draw cloſer the hands of union, 
and if it were poſſible that any thing I could introduce, could be 
interpreted as trenching on the freedom and independence of lie- 
land, I declare I have no authority for doing ſo; on the con- 
rary, was I to do fo, I ſhould act againſt authority, 

For ſome time paſt I have entreated gentlemen to delay the 
conlideration of this queſtion, not from any wiſh to prevent its 
receiving a full diſcuſſion, but that is might not be taken up pat- 
rally, and before it was mature, I now wiſh to invite examina» 
tion, I wiſh the accompliſhment of the buſineſs to depend upon 
the reſult of our well weighed deliberations, and when 1 ſhall have 
the honour to introduce a bill to effeRuate the ſettlement of the 
trade and intercourſe between Great Britain and Ireland upon jult 
and equitable principles, I deſire to have it underſtood that I mean 
the mutual intereſt cf both ; and that I do it with an intention of 
. Taying it before the people of this country, and collecting their 
ſenſe upon the ſubject. | 
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From the revolution which has taken place in the ſtate of com- 
merce and politics, by the eſtabliſhment of the American States, 
it becomes necefſary to draw the bands of union between Great 
Britain and Ireland as cloſe as poſſible, By a rivalſbip in trade, 
both countries would be injured, foreigners only could profit or 

joice. We therefore ſbould endeavour to forward the intereſts 
of the two countries as of one united empire—on this ground 
the reſolutions were formed; their object was to open each coun- 

to the other, to remove the prohibitions which the jealouſy 
of England has eftabliſhed, in order to keep her trade to herſelf — 
to form a ſcale of equal benefits, with an equal conſtruction of 
the navigation laws, and admit this country to every benefit 
which England enjoys. In a word, that each country ſhould 
prefer the other to all the world beſides; for theſe conceſſions, 
evidently to the diſadvantage of England, a return was expected, 
ofa fair and equal aſſiſtance to the empire at large, an aſſiſtance 
by a revenue ariſing vut of the very benefits Ireland was to re- 
ceive. 

Theſe are the general circumſtances of the treaty, and I beg 
leave to ſay, they could not be conſidered but as propoſitions which 
might ſtand in the ſettlement or not. Though they were fair and 
liberal, I could have wiſhed them till more liberal could have 
wiſhed that every ſort of diſtinction between the two countries 
was wiped away, and a full and free community of rights and of 
commerce eſtabliſhed between them; but as circumſtances render 
that impraQicable, it is neceſſary to look out for ſomething near 
it, and this ſyſtem is the beſt that has yet been deviſed. ' 

It is very eaſy to account for the alarm with which the ſyſtem 
naturally was received in England, every man will conſider his 
own intereſts with great partiality; from which circumſtance the 
ſituation of the miniſter became extremely difagreeable. He 
could not avoid hearing numberleſs complaints againſt the ſyſtem. 
Belides the prejudices of manufacturers, he had a ſtrong party 
to contend with—a party that put the ſtrongeſt of all difficulties 
in the way of removing the prejudices of England, by declaring 
that they alone ſtood up for the intereſt of Great Britain, and that 
they never would conſent to grant any further commercial benefits 
to this country. The miniſter reſiſted more than ke gave up; 
for had he conceded all the points which they defired, it would 
have been a very ditferent ſyſtem indeed. | 
We ought, however, to look upon the whole in a liberal 
point of view. It is impoſſible to enter into the detail before we 
lave fixed the general principle; and though it may ſcem in ſome 
points to depart from the letter of the propoſitions, yet it per- 
lectly agrees with their ſpirit and intention. The circumſlance 
which has gone far to deprive us of calm debate on this ſujet is, 
the increaſe of the reſolutions from eleven to twenty; aud this 
the great boaſt of oppoſition, that in cauſing the alteration they 
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have ſo perplexed them, as to make them an object of diſcontent 
in this country, without allaying the diſcontent of the other, 

It has been ſaid, that the conditions introduced into the reſo. 
lutions are inconſiſtent with the conſtitution of Ireland , I truſt 
it will be ſeen they are not. Conditions, indeed, were propoſed 
to be added, that would have left the country no conftitution at 
all; but as to conditions, I ſhall introduce none not fairly and 
Juſtly ariſing from the ſyſtem, and perfectly conſiſtent with the 
Conſtitution. "BY | 

The ſyſtem I ſhall poduce ſhall not differ from that of 1780, 
except in the extent or the benefits. The object is, that this 
country ſhall enjoy all commercial advantages on the fame prin- 
ciple ſhe enjoys the colony trade; and if it is admitted that the 
ſettlement under which ſhe enjoys that trade, does not infringe 
u her conſtitution, the preſent ſettlement muſt ſtand clear 
of that imputation. The principle is this, that ſo long as Ireland 
ſhall chuſe to retain the advantages cf the commercial treaty, ſhe 
ſhall condition to regulate her trade by ſuch laws as the trade of 
England 1s regulated by, and'whenever ſhe chules to give up the 
benefit, the condition expires of courſe. In ſaying this, I have 
no idea of weakening the permanency of the fettlement z becauſe 
I am convinced both countries will receive ſo much advantage 
from it, that they will wiſh to make it eternal : habit will con- 
firm what ſpeculation firſt formed, and affection will ſtrengthen 
the whole, I do therefore invite the country to conſider this 
ſettlement, convinced as lam, that the more it is underſtood the 
more it will be approved, but the terror of its being irrevocable 
ariſes from the moſt unfounded of all the miſapprehenfions that 
have yet taken place ; ſo far from binding you for ever it canonly 
bind you while you find it your intereſt, for many of the bills 
which will be formed upon it, coming annually under your con- 
ſideration, you will have annual opportunities of rejecting 
them, 

As to the reſolution propoſed yeſterday, I can have no objec- 
tion to it, if the Houſe ſhall think it neceſſary; but I truſt that 
a Clauſe or two of the bill which I ſhall ſtate to the Houſe will 
take off any apprehenſion as to conſtitution z if not, though! 
think them unneceffary, I can have no heſitation to ſatisfy ſcru- 
ples which are ſo very honourable to thoſe who feel them, The 
object of thoſe clauſes is to ſhew upon record, that parliament 
neither intend, nor have it in their power to rejinquiſh the ſmalleſt 
portion of the nation's legiſlative independence; alſo to ſbew in 
what manner it ſhall be known when this nation ſhall confider the 
ſettlement as inftinged; and as ſome partiality towards England 
might be ſuppoſed to relt with the miniſters of the crown, that 
queſtion is left to the deciſion of the two Houſes of Parliament in 
Ireland. 
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Here Mr. Orde read the following clauſes : 


« And whereas no law made by the preſent parliament can, 
« gr ought to limit or reſtrain the free and unqueſtioned exerciſe 
« of the diſcretion of any ſucceeding parliaments, who muſt be 
competent equally, as is the preſent, to every act of legiſla- 
e tion whatever, and to deliberate upon, enact, or decline to 
© enact, any of the regulations or proviſions to be conſidered as 
« efſential and fundamental conditions of this ſettlement, 

« And whereas the continuance of the preſent ſettlement muſt 
depend on the due obſervance, in both kingdoms, of the ſeve- 
t ral matters herein declared to be fundamental and eſſential con- 
« gitions thereof, according to their true intent, ſpirit and 
% meaning. a ba 3 

« Beit declared, that the continuance of the preſent” ſettle- 
© ment, and the duration of this act, and of every thing herein 
contained, ſhall depend upon the que obſervance, in the kings» 
dom of Great Britain, of the ſeveral matters herein declared to 
© be fundamental and effential conditions of the ſaid ſettlement, 
« according to the true intent, meaning and ſpirit thereof. 

„Provided, nevertheleſs, that all the ſaid fundamental and 
* efſentjal conditions {ball in all times be held and deemed to be, 
« and to have been duly obſerved in the kingdom of 'Great Bri- 
* tain, unleſs it ſhall have been expreſsly declared by a joint ad- 
« dreſs of both houſes of parliament of this kingdom to his Ma- 
* jeſty, that the ſame have not been duly obſerved.? 


I ſhall now in the moſt conciſe manner poſſible, take a view of 
the eleven propoſitions of this parliament, in order to ſhew that 
the bill which I ſhall introduce is founded upon them. If there be 
any difference it is merely in the form, but not at all in ſubſtance. 
The firſt reſolution is, 


Reſolved, © That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
it is highly important to the general intereſt of the Britiſh em- 
* pire that the trade between Great Britain and Ireland be en- 
* couraged and extended as much as poſſible; and for that pur- 
* poſe that the intercourſe and commerce be finally ſettled and 


* reglated on permanent and equitable principles, for the mutual 
benefit oi both countties.“ 


It contains merely a general declaration, and is compriſed in 
the title of the bill, | 


The ſecond taſolves, “ That towards carrying into full 
effect ſo deſitcable a iettlement, it is fit and proper that all 
* articles, not the growth or manufacture of Great Britain or 
" Ireland, ſhould be imported into each kingdom from the other 
* reciprocally, under the ſame regulations, and at the fame du- 
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« ties, if ſubje& to duties, to which they are liable when im- 
* ported directly from the place of their growth, produce or 
* manufacture; and that all duties originally paid on importa- 
tion into either country reſpectively, ſhall be fully drawn back 
* on exportation to the other. 


The bill carnes this ſition into full effect, except with 
regard to Eaſt India goods, which in another place it alſo pro- 
vides for z there are ſome exceptions with regard to ſmuggling, 
but they are ſo clear, that they explain themſelves. | 

The third, which reſpects the trade in native production, is, 


Reſolved, ©: That for the ſame purpoſe it is that no- 
* prohibition ſhould exiſt in either country 1 = importa» 
© tion, uſe or ſale of any article, the growth, product or manu- 
* faQure of the other; and that the duty on the importation of 
* every ſuch article, if ſubjeQ to duty in either country, ſhould 

1 be preciſely the ſame in the one country as in the other, er- 
„ cept where an addition may be neceſſary in either country, 
* in conſequence of an internal duty on any ſuch article of its 
* own conſumption,” | 


The bill propoſes to carry into effeR this pro tion, with a 
ſingle exception, with regard to flour and —— with ſome 
prohibition to prevent ſmuggling. 


The fourth ſes, That in all caſes where the duties 
« on articles of the growth, product or manufacture of either 
country are different on the importation into the other, it 
* would be _— that they ſhould be reduced in the king- 
« dom where they are the higheſt to the amount payable in the 
other; and that all ſuch articles ſhould be exportable from the 
kingdom into which they ſhall be imported as free from duty 
% as the fimilar commodities or home manufacture of the ſame 
5 kingdom.” 


This I would for the preſent leave ſubject to the future diſcuſſion 
of the Houſe. It is however neceſſary that we ſhould fix upon 
ſome certain period at which the rates of duties ſhould be taken, 
and to me no time appears ſo proper as that when in conſequence 
of the declaration of the freedom of the conſtitution of Ireland, 
a reſolution was paſſed in Great Britain, that it was indiſpen- 
fible to the intereſt and happineſs of both . kingdoms that the cons 
nexion-between them ſhould be eſtabliſhed upon a ſolid and per- 
manent footing z this was on the 19th May, 1782 it had nv 
doubt a commercial object in view, and from that period I think 
it fair to ſtate the duties. Ten and an halt per cent. has been 


ſpoken of as a proper countervailing duty, but 1 would propoſe, 


that commitſſouers ſhould be appointed to adjuſt and prepare the 
proper countervailing duties that they ſhould report to this Houle 
the grounds on which they form their opinion, and that the Hou 
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fhould finally determine upon a fair principle of equality between 
the two countries. 


The fifth propoſition reſolves, That for the ſame pur- 
&« poſe it 18 alfo proper that in all caſes where either kingdom 
« ſhall charge articles of its own conſumption with an internal 
« duty on the manufacture, or a duty on the material, the ſame 
© manufactute, when imported from the other, may be charged 
« with a farther duty on importation to the ſame amount as the 
« internal duty on the manufacture; or to an amount adequate 
&« to countervail the duty on the material; and ſhall be intitled 
© to ſuch drawbacks or bounties on exportation as may leave the 
« ſame ſubje& to no heavier burden than the home made manu- 
« facture z ſuch farther duty to continue ſo long only as the 
internal conſumption ſhall be charged with the duty or duties 
eto balance which it ſhall be impoſed, or until the manufacture 
coming from the other kingdom ſhall be ſubjected there to an 
equal burden, not drawn back or compenſated on exportation.“ 


This I propoſe to carry into effect. 


The fixth reſolves, ©* That in order to give permanency 
* to the ſettlement now intended to be eſtabliſhed, it is neceſſary 
„that no prohibition, or new or additional duties, ſhould be 
* hercafter impoſed in either kingdom on the importation of any 
article of the growth, product or manufacture of the other, 
* except ſuch additional duties as may be requiſite to balance 


* duties on internal conſumption, purſuant to the foregoing 
* reſolution,” 


This I would alſo propoſe to carry into effect. | 


The ſeventh reſolves, That for the ſame purpoſe it is 
* neceſſary farther that no prohibitions, or new or additional 
duties, ſhould be hereafter impoſed in either kingdom on the 
* exportation of any article of native growth, product or manu- 
" Ty ay from thence to the other, except ſuch as either king- 
« dom may deem expedient from time to time upon corn, meal, 
flour and biſcuits; and alſo except where there now exiſts any 
* prohibition which is not reciprocal, or any duty which is not 
* equal in both kingdoms; in every which caſe the prohibitiqn 
may be made reciprocal, or the duties raiſed ſo as to make 
« them equal.” . . 7 

Now, Sir, I am fair to own, that in this caſe I ſhall propoſe 
an alteration, which at its firſt appearance may ſeem to depart 
from that equality which is the principle on which we act, 
but will upon a moment's reflection be found perfectly conſiſtent 
with juſtice, upon which principle I truſt the Houſe will be in- 
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duced to agree to it. The object to which I allude, is the et. 
portation of wool and woollen yarn from Ireland to England, white 
the export of the ſame articles from England to Ireland is prohi- 
bited. But when we conſider that this very reſalution for ever 
guards-rhe exportation of our linen to Great Britain, duty free, 
and prevents that country from prohibiting or raiſing a revenue 
on feveral ſpecies of raw materials abſolutely neceſſary to the 
manufaRures of this country; when I ſay England is ready to 
gtve up ſo much in favour ot our manufaQures in general, and 
particularly of our ſtaple manufacture, Ireland, J am ſure, will 
not think it hard to make ſome conceſſion to favour the ſtaple 
nianufaQure of Britain; but even were that out of the queſtion, 
from every thing I have heard, I am convinced it would be in- 
jurtous to this country to prohibit the export of yarn, 


The eighth propoſition: reſolves, © That for the ſame pur- 
« poſe it is neceſſaty that no bounties whatſoever ſhould be paid 
«© or payable in either kingdom on the exportation of any article 
to the other, except ſuch as relate to corn, meal, malt, flour 
and biſcuits, and ſuch as are in the nature of drawbacks, or 
© compenſation for duties paid; and that no bounty fhould be 
«« granted in this ER on the exportation of any article im- 
ported from the Btitiſh plantations, or any manufacture made 
4 of ſuch article, unlets in caſes where a ſimilar bounty is pay- 
* able in Britain on exportation from thence, or where ſuch 
* bounty is merely in the nature of a drawback, or compenſation 
of, or for duties paid, over and above any duties paid thereon 
in Britain.“ 

This ſecures many material advantages to Ireland. The ſup- 
ply of coals; ſalt, hops, bark and ſeveral other articles, is of the 

izheſt importance to her manufactures, tiſheries, and proviſion 
trade. I would therefore introduce the eighth retolution in the 
bill as a fundamental condition. 


The ninth propoſition refotves, © That it is expedient for 
the general benefit of the Briciſh empire, that the importation 
e of articles from foreign ſtates ſhould be regulated from time to 
time in each kingdom, on ſuch terms as may afford an effectual 
« preference to the importation of ſimilar articles of the growth, 
* produce, or manufactutes of the other.“ 


This gives an additional ſecurity to our linen manufacture. 
When this propoſition becomes law, we ſhall have nothing to fear 
from the che pneſs of the Ruſſian or Gei man linens; ours muſt 
have an effectual preference in the Btitiſu markets, as indeed muſt 
all our manutactures over thoſe of foreign countries. 


The tenth propoſition reſpect; the internal oeconomy of f- 
Rancc. 


| 
- 
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Reſolved, That it is eſſential to the commercial intereſts of 
&« this country to prevent, as much as poſſible, an accumulation 
46 of national debt; and that therefore it is highly expedient 
& that the annual revenues of this kingdom ſhould be made equal 
&« to its annual expences.“ 


The eleventh reſolves, ©* That for the better protection of 
trade, whatever ſum the groſs hereditary revenue of this king- 
« dom (after deducting all drawbacks, repayments or bounties 
« granted in the nature of drawbacks) ſhall produce over and 
« above the ſum of 656, oool. in each year in peace, wherein 
* the annual expence, and in each year of war, without regard 
« toſuch equality, ſhould be appropriated towards the ſupport 
« of the naval force of the empire, in ſuch manner as the par- 
*« liament of this kingdom ſhall direct.“ 


Gentlemen will remember, this was an additional reſolution not 
originally propoſed by me; it is however of material conſequence 
to this country, and naturally connected with the ſyſtem, nor can 
any thing more convince me of the benefits of it, than that this 
ſhould be one of its firſt conſequences z it does credit to the right 
bonourable gentleman [Mr. Grattan] who ſuggeſted it, and I take 
this opportunity of ſaying in alluſion to ſomething which fell 
from him the other day, that there is in this a pledge given for the 
abſolute performance of every part of thoſe — of IA 

I cannot avoid taking notice of ſomething which dropped in 
this Houſe the other day, upon the ſubject of the propoſition 
how before us: It was ſaid that it had been diſcuſſed on the other 
kde, and being found too favourable to Ireland was rejected, and 
the original tenth reſolution ſubſtituted in its place—lI declare 
that no ſuch circumſtance happened, and J hope the honourable 
ee who ſaid it did, will allow me to intimate to him that 

ereceived his information from ſome quarter not thoroughly in- 
formed on the ſubje&. The queſtion never was objected to in 
that reſpect, but as there was a difficulty in wording the reſoluti- 
on, it was thought moſt adviſeable to refer to this country for an 
Raton of its own propoſition in the bill, ; 
beg leave to mention another circumſtance to the Houſe, 
which is, that after the bill ſhall be formed, it is my wiſh that 
nothing ſhould be conſideted as complete on either fide, until a 
mutual declaration of ſatisfaction ſhall have paſſed in both par- 
haments, that is, that the bill which paſſes in Great Britain on 
this occaſion ſhould not have the force of law till the Itifh parlia- 
ment ſhall have declared their ſa:isfaction at it z nor ſhould the bill 
which paſſes here have the force of law, till the Engliſb parliament 
have declared their ſatisfaction z by this means to <e very laſt 
moment there will be opportunity to remove or arrange any dif- 
hculty which may ariſe after = diſcuſſion of the bill. 
2 
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With regard to the colony trade, I would propoſe that we 
ſhould be bound to carry it on under laws ſimilar to thoſe which 
Great Eritain has or may think proper to adopt for that purpoſe, 
that is, upon the ſame terms that Great Britain herſelf trades to 
her colonics, with perhaps ſome few exceptions, chiefly relative 
to rum; for as the colony trade was a free gift from Great Britain 
to this country, ſhe had an undoubted right to condition on what 
terms ſhe would impart it, and ſurely no one could be more li- 
beral, than that Ireland ſhould enjoy it as Great Britain does 
o long therefore as Ireland retains the benefit, it is juſt ſhe ſhouid 
fulfil the condition. | 

Gentlemen will recolle& that in 1780, when a participation in 
the colony trade was granted to Ireland, America was a colony 
of Great Britain; circumſtances have ſince altered, and America | 
is now with reſpect to both countries a foreign ſtate. Many efforts 
were made to force the miniſter on the other ſide to attempt re- 

ulating your foreign trade, I mention this, becauſe doubts have F 

n entertained, that the principle of trading under laws ſimilar a 
to thoſe by which Great Britain regulates her colony trade, is to f 
1 

[4 


be extended to foreign trade, which is not at all the caſe z it never 
was an object of the ſettlement to interfere with the foreign trade 
of this 2 but where articles could be had from à colony 


ſimilar to thole produced in a foreign ſtate, that preference ſhould d 
be given to the colony, therefore the general queſtion of ſub- re 
je&ng all articles of the American ſtates to an equal duty upon ' f 
importation into Ireland as when imported into Great Britain, Ir 
was intirely rejected; this country 1s clearly entitled to trade with ſe 
the foreign ſtates of America, and all other foreign ſtates, upon th 
ſuch terms as ſhe ſhall think proper; but as there are ſeveral articles fa 
that we may have from the colonies, but which have been uſual- E. 
ly imported from the ſtates of America, it is but reaſonable in 2 Br 
ſettlement of this kind, that care ſhould be taken to give our own do 
colonies a preference over foreign ſtates.z I will therefore pro- me 
poſe that with regard to thoſe articles, viz. oil, whale· fins, pel ' po 


try, &c. &c. the ſame rules of impoſing duties which are oblery- 
ed in Great Britain, ſhall allo be obſerved in Ireland ; at the ſame 
time I beg it may be underſtood, that miniſters never had an idea 
of interfering with the queſtion of the fair and full right of your 
conſtitution z this is a matter propoſed ſimply as a condition of 
the ſettlement, and which ic is expected Ireland will perform, 
ſo long as ſhe thinks it worth her aki to enjoy the benefit of the 
ſettlement z but if the benelits of the ſettlement ſhall appear leſs 
to het than thoſe of trading with foreign ſtates in articles where- 
in they rival the colonies, ſne may refrain from enacting the 
particular condition 3 the has power todo it; though Ijnever will 
ive up the idea of this being a perfeR and permanent ſettlement, 
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becauſe it is founded on mutual benefit, I truſt it will long con- 
tinue to their common advantage. 

There is an article of material conſequence to this countty, 
J mean fail cloth, with regard to which 1 ſhall propoſe to te- 
move the diſtinction that now exiſts, and to enable the furniſh- 
ing of Britiſh veſſels with Iriſh ſail cloth, it being hereafter to be 
deemed and taken as Britiſh. There is another exception I would 
propsle, ir is upon a favourite and valuable object to this coun- 
try, it is that linen and proviſtons ſhall for ever hereafter be ex- 
empt from duty, when exported to the colonies. 

In paſſing over the various objects that now occur for condition, 
lam led to mention two or three of leſs importance than any [ 
have yet noticed, I mean copyrights and patents z Ido not mean 
to propoſe any thing relative to them, unleſs the country ſhould 
think the ſame regulations neceſſary here with refpe& to them 
that have been adopted in Great Britain. . 

There is another object with reſpect to fiſheries; I would pro- 

ſe that the fiſheries ſhould be equally open to both countries, 
and that the ſubjects of either country ſhould have full liberty to 
fiſh upon the coaſts of the other. 

The laſt object of adjuſtment with which I ſhall trouble the 
Houſe, relates to the Eatt India trade, It was intended to put this 
trade on the {ame footing as the trade to the weſtern colonies, 
but a moment's conſideration ſhewed the neceſſity of paying due 
reſpe& to the charter of the Eaſt India company; I thall there- 


fore propoſe in the bill to adjuſt this matter in ſuch a way, that 


Ireland may be entitled to all the benefits that Great Britain her- 
ſelf can enjoy, and fo long as the trade ſhall remain confined to 
the port of London, ſo long ſhall both countries ſtand on the 
fame footing z but in caſe of the expiration of the charter, the 
Eaſt-Indies ſhall be conſidered as the other colonies of Great 
Britain, to which Ireland may trade as freely as Britain herſelf 
does ; in the mean time the conſequence of this will be of very 
material advantage to this country, for it is my intention to pro- 
poſe that the prohibition to export goods from this country to 
the Eaſt Indies be caken off, and that ſhe ſhall be allowed to ex- 

rt every article to the Eaſt Indies that. Great Britain now can, 

t in the ſame manner; that is, that the Eaſt India company 
may be at liberty to furniſh their ſhips in Ireland with eyery arti» 
cle that Ireland can ſupply ; and I] am not afraid to ſay that the 
advantages muſt be more conſiderable to Ireland than any ideal ad- 
vantage they could derive from carrying on an Eaſt India trade 
in a manner ſeparate and diſtin from 42 Britain. | 

| believe I have now gone through every thing I intended to 
trouble the houſe with; I am conſcious 1 have done it very im- 
perfectly, and have given much more trouble than I ought to 
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have done, in taking up your time by anticipation. My wiſh waz 
to ſtate the principles of the bill, and I am convinced that the 
bill itſelf will demonſtrate how highly advantageous it mull prove 
to this country, and will ſhew to the ſatisfaction of every man, 
that full regard is had to the conſtitutional and legiſlative rights of 
Ireland in every cafe whatſoever. It is with this view, and in order 
to ſkew that it does not depart from the ſpirit of Mr. Yelverton's 
bill, but takes up the ſubjeQ of commercial benefits on a more en- 
larged ſcale, and much more to the advantage of Ireland, that [ 
now beg leave to read ſame of its clauſes, 


* And whereas by an act paſſed in this kingdom, in the 2iſt 
< and 22d years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, intitled, an 
act for extending certain of the proviſions contained in an act 
© intitled an act for confirming all the ſtatutes made in England, 
© reciting that it is the earneſt and affectionate deſire, as well az 
the true intereſts of his Majeſty's ſubjeQs of this kingdom, to 
«© promote as far as in them lies, the navigation, trade, and com- 
* mercial intereſts of Great Britain, as well as Ireland, and that 3 
< ſimilarity of laws, manners and cuſtoms muſt naturally conduce 
* to ſtrengthen and perpetuate that affection and harmony which 
% do, and ought at all times to ſubſiſt between the people of 
«© Great Britain and Ireland, it is enaQed that all ſuch clauſes 
and proviſions contained in any ſtatutes made in England or 
* Great Britain, conceruing commerce, as import or impoſe equal 
<< reſtraints on the ſubjeRs of England and Ireland, and to entitle 
them to equal benefit, and alſo ſuch clauſes and proviſions con- 
© tained in any ſtatute made as aforeſaid, as equally concern 
the ſeamen of England and Ireland, or of Great Britain and 
Ireland, fave ſo far as the ſame have been altered or repealed, 
* ſhould be accepted, uſed and executed in this kingdom accord - 
ing to the prelent tenor thereof reſpectively. 3 


< In order therefore to carry into further effect, the earneſt and 
1 affectionate deſire of his Majeſty's ſubjects in this kingdom, 
to promote the navigation, trade and commercial intereſts of 
both kingdoms z and in order to provide for ſecuring to the 
« ſubjects of both, a full and equal enjoyment in all times to 
come of the excluſive privileges of the trade and navigation of 
the empire, 


« Be it declared by, &c, That it ſhall be held and adjudzed to 
© be a fundamental and eſſential condition of the preſent ſettle- 
„ment, that all privileges, advantages and immunities, which 
*© are now, or may hereafter be enjoyed, by ſhips built in Great 
Britain, or by ſbips belonging to his Majeſty's ſubjects reſiding 
** in Great Britain, or by ſhips manned by Britiſh ſeamen, or by 
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a ſhips manned by certain proportions of Britiſh ſeamen, ſhall, 


«to all intents and purpoſes whatever, be enjoyed in the ſame 


« manner, and under the fame regulations and're{trictions reſpec- 
« tively, by ſhips built in Ireland, or by ſhips belonging to any 
« of his Majeſty's ſubjects reſiding in Ireland, or by ſhips manned 
by Britiſh ſeamen, or by ſhips manned by certain proportions of 
& Britiſh ſeamen, And that all laws which ſhall hereafter be 
tc enacted by the parliament of Great Britain for ſecuring exclu- 
« five privileges, advantages and immunities to the ſhips and 
© mariners of Great Britain, and of the Britiſh colonies, ſettle- 
ments and plantations, ſhall ſecure the fame privileges, ad- 
« yantages and immunities, in all reſpeds; and in as full and am- 
te ple manner to the ſhips and marin.:3 of Ireland, as to the ſhips 
and mariners of Great Britain, and of the Britith colonies, ſettle- 
ments and plantations z and that ſuch laws ſhall from time to 
time be enacted by the, parliament of Ireland (which is alone 
* competent to hind the people of Ireland in any:caſe whatever) 
* as ſhall be neceſſary for confirming and ſecuring ſuch excluſive 
« privileges, in the ſame manner, and under the ſame reſtraints 
&« and regulations in Ireland, as in Great Britain, to the ſhips and 


„ mariners of Great Britain, Ireland and the Britith colonies, ſet- 
« tlements and plantations. 


And be it declared, that it ſhall be held and adjudged to be 
« a fundamental and eſſential condition of the preſent ſettlement, 
that Iriſh ſail-cloch ſhall be deemed Britiſh, within the meaning 
« of any ad, reſpecting the turnithing of ſhips therewith, and be 
*entitled to equal preference or advantages as Britiſh, for the 
* uſe of the Britiſh navy.“ 


By this, ſaid Mr. Orde, it appears that the intention is to im- 
part to Ireland a full ſhare in all the advantages of commerce, and 
— and above, to encourage a very valuable branch of manu- 
acture. 

To ſhew the footing on which the Eaft India and plantation trade 
is hereafter to ſtand, he read the following extrad from the bill 
for regulating that trade. 


% Clauſe 17. And be it further declared and enacted, that it 
* ſhall be held and adjudged to be a fundamental and eſſential 
condition of the preſent ſettlement, that the people of this 
kingdom now and at all times to come, ſhall have the bene- 
* fit of trading to and from the Britiſh colonies and plantations in 
* the Weſt Indies and America, and to and from the Britiſh ſer- 
* tlements on the coaft of Attica, and in all articles of their 
growth, produce, or manufacture, in as full and ample man- 


ner as the people of Great Britain; and ſhall likewiſe have 
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„the benefit of trading in the like ample manner to and from all 
* ſuch colonies, ſettlements, and plantations, which Great Bri. 


_ < tain may hereafter acquire or eſtabliſh; and alſo to and from 


I ſuch Britiſh ſertlements as may exiſt in the countries beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope, to the Streights of Magellan, whenever 
© the commerce to the ſaid countries ſhall ceaſe to be carried on 
by an excluſive company, having liberty to import into the port of 
London only, and therefore that the commerce to andfrom the 
% ſaid Colonies, plantations, and ſettlements, under the like te- 
** gulations, reſtrictions, and prohibitions, as between Great 
Britain and the ſaid colonies, plantations and ſettlements, and 
* ſo that all articles imported from the ſaid colonies, plantations, 
and ſettlements, into Ireland, ſhall be made ſubject to the ſame 
duties as the like articles are, or from time to time ſhall be ſub- 
<< je to on importation into Great Britain; and that all articles 
<* exported from Ireland to any of the ſaid colonies, plantations 
and ſettlements, may be made liable to ſuch duties, and entitled 
to ſuch drawbacks only, and put under ſuch regulations as may 
be neceſſary, in order that the ſame may not be exported with 
<< leſs duties or impoſitions than the like articles ſhall be burthened 
with when exported from Great Britain; and that the importa- 
tion of the articles of the growth, produce or manufactute of 
the ſaid colonies, plantations and ſettlements in America, the 
© Weſt Indies, and the coaſt of Africa, ſhall be favoured by this 
kingdom in as full and ample manner as by Great Britain, 
<* againſt the interference of ſimilar articles from foreign colonies; 
and that the importation of ſuch articles of the growth, produce 
wor manufacture of any Britiſh colonies or ſettlements beyond 
** the Cape of Good Hope, to the Streights of Magellan, ſball be 
* favoured in like manner as by Great Britain, againft the in- 
* terference of ſimilar articles from any countries beyond the ſaid 


Cape to the ſaid Sreights. And be it therefore enacted, that 


ſuch perſons to be appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall prepare a like 
** ſchedule or ſchedules of ſuch duties, prohibitions and regulati- 
tions, as may now be neceſſary for the ſaid purpoſe, reſpeCing 
* the Britiſh colonies and plantations, the Weſt Indies and Ame- 
rica, and to the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, to 
*© be laid before the Houſe of Commons of this kingdom in the 
next ſeſſion of parliament, or as ſoon after as conveniently 
wy may be. » THT. . 


Clauſe 18. Provided always, and it is hereby declared and 
«* enaQed, that it is not eſſential to, nor is it intended by the 
< preſent ſettlement that any duty ſhould at any time be impoſed 
on the exportation of linens or proviſions from this kingdom to 
any Britith colony, plantation or ſettlement, or any additional 
duty on the impcrcation into this kingdom of rum from any ſuch 
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te colony, plantation or ſettlement, or of any material of manu- 
« facture which is now or may hereafter be allowed to be im- 
« ported duty free, into either kingdom. 


Clauſe 19. ** And be it declared, that it ſhall be held and 
« adjudged to be a fundamental condition of the preſent ſetcle- 
« ment, that all rum, peltry, whale-fins, or oil imported from 
« the countries belonging to the United States of America, or az 


* the produce of fiſheries carried on by the ſaid States, ſhall be 


« ſubject to the ſame duties on importation into this kingdom, as 
et the ſame are or may be ſubject to on importation in like manner 
& into Great Britain. And be it therefore enacted, that the per- 
« ſons to be appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall prepare a ſchedule or 
« ſchedules of ſuch duties as may be now neceſſary to be impoſed 
« for that purpoſe, and lay the ſame before the Houſe of Commons 
« of this kingdom on the fuſt day of the next ſeſſion of Parliament, 
&* or as ſoon after as conveniently may be.“ 


Having now diſcharged my duty with reſpeR to the bill, I can- 
not fit down without making my moſt grateful acknowledgements 
to the Houſe for the very Find attention with which they have 
heard me, notwithſtanding the diſadvantages I have laboured 
under from indiſpoſition and the preſſure of the buſineſs ; which, 
added to the nature of the bill itſelf, neceſſatily compelled me to 
appear very heavy and very tedious. I ſhall now move for leave 
to bring in the bill, and if leave ſhall be granted, my next ſtep 
will be to lay the ſyſtem before the public in the moſt explicit 
manner z and to collect every information for this purpoſe, I have 
my Lord Lieutenant's commands to lay before the Houſe copies of 
the proceedings of the Britiſh parliament ; copies of the addreſs, and 
a variety of other papers, which I hope the Houſe will indul; 
me in giving to-morrow morning in a ſchedule, I would then with 
to circulate the bill through every part of the kingdom, and after 
having adjourned ſo long as to give the moſt ample opportunity 
for deliberation, again meet here, andreceive every peticion which 
may be preſented, and examine every evidence which may ap- 
pear upon this great ſubject. 

I now, Sir, humbly move you,“ That leave be given to bring 
in a bill for finally regulating the intercourſe and commerce 
between Great Britain and Ireland, on permanent and equitable 
principles, for the mutual benefit of both kingdoms. 


The CuaxcELLoR or THE Excurquer ſeconded the 
motion. | 


The Right Honourable THoMAS ConoLLy ſaid, that at 
firſt he conſidered this buſineſs of ſuch importance, ſo myſtical 
ſo difficult to be underſtood, that he did intend to have moved 
for an addreſs for time, but from what had fallen from the right 
honourable ſecretary, be perceived ſuch a radical objection to 
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the bill, that he could not conſent to its introduction. It was 
manifeſt that it was an attack upon the liberty, the conſtitution, 


the — ge of this country, and as ſuch he could not admit 
e 


it ; but he would not object to it on the narrow principle of his 
being an Iriſhman 3 as an Engliſhman he muſt object to it ; he 
could not as an Engliſhman agree to relinquiſh the conſtitution of 
Jreland—as a ſubject of the empire he would oppoſe it. He had 
never, he owned, been a ſtickler for the acquiſition of thoſe 
Tights, but as we had obtained them, he had no right to give 
them up, nor had any member in that Houſe any ſuch right, and 
the kingdom, he was perſuaded, would never ſubmit to ſuch a 
ſacrifice. The bill propoſed to be brought in by the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, notwithſtanding the labyrinth into which he 
had endeavoured to lead the Houſe, with a view to diſguiſe its 
real purport, it was evident, was the ſame, in ſubſtance and 

effect, as the bill brought into the Britiſh parliament by the mini. 
ſter. It ought, therefore, to be oppoſed in the firſt ſtage, It 
was better not to ſuffer the hydra that threatened ruin to both king- 
doms to grow up z we ought to meet the miſchief in its infancy, 
and ſtrangle it in the cradle. He ſaid he had voted for the original 
propoſitions, becauſe he thought they were a preface to a ſyſtem 
tor the benefit of both countries; but the bill now introduced, 
taſtead of dovetailing and uniting them, muſt tend to their diſcon- 
tent and ſeparation, He ſaid it was unwiſe in England to con- 
fider this country as her rival in commerce, and to keep three 
millions of people in a ſtarving and miſerable condition rather 
than have ve millions of uſeful and induſtrious ſubjects; for ſo 
many, he ſaid, he was confident the country was capable of 
maintaining well, if proper encouragement was given. He aid 
as an Iriſhman, an honeſt man, and a friend to this country, he 
deſpiſed and rejected this bill; that he would meet it in its teeth, 
and give the motion for bringing it in his moſt hearty negative; 
and he would do the fame as an Engliſhman, for he was perſuad- 
ed that it would injure the intereſts of the Britiſh empire; and 
in doing fo, he acted upon no principle of party, He had been 
two and twenty years in parliament ; he had been in parliament 
in Great Britain, and he believed no man would accuſe him ol 
ever having given his voice from motives of party, He had 
voted with government when he could, and he thought it right 
to ſupport the government of the country. He ſaid the right 
honourable gentleman had exulted in Rating that the oppoſition 
of England had thrown difficulties in the way of the miniſter ; but 
the triumph was ill timed as it was ill founded: The oppolition 
had objected to the plan on the ſame ground that he ſhould him- 
ſelf vote againſt the * in the bill upon —becauſe it would 
lay the foundation of perpetual jealouſies and diſcontent between 
tac tuo countries. — It had been ſaid, that the duke of Pottland 
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declared in the Engliſh Hoyſe, that it never was his intention, 
when in office, to have given greater benefits to Ireland; he 
would not believe that the noble Duke could have ſaid it, and 
he would tell them why he could not have ſaid it; becauſe, 
during Lord Northington's adminiſtration here, three bills had 
been brought in for the protection of our manufactures, one im- 
poſing a duty upon beer, another a duty upon iron wire, and the 
third upon refined ſugar imported from Britain, This was grant= 
ing further benefits to Ircland, and therefore the noble Duke 
could not have ſaĩd what had been reported. Upon the whole, he 
muſt give his decided opinion againſt the introduction of the bill. 


Mr. Ox de.,—Sir, I deny that I made it a matter of exultation 
that the oppoſition of England had thrown difficulties in the way 
of the miniſter; It undoubtedly was fo, but I confider it as 4 
matter to be lamented, rather than of triumph. 


The Right Honourable Jon C'NeliL—1 ſhall give my 
diſent to the introduction of the bill. The preſent moment 
is of the moſt important concern to this country; the con- 
ſtitution is at ſtake, The bill, as explained by the right honour- 
able mover, involves conſtitutional matter with commercial, and 
my intention is to lay my eye on the conſtitutional, and lay the 
commercial out of the queitian for the preſent; and in doing ſo, 
it is inſtantly to be perceived that the bill is framed upon the 
principle of the fourth of the Engliſh reſolutions—that of legiſlat- 
ing for Ireland This doQrine is univerſally known, and as uni- 
yerſally reprobated in this country.— The whole of the reſolu- 
tions upon the table are obnoxious, but the fourth 1s peculiarly 
diſgraceful. I wiſh ſome gentleman, before the Houle riſes, would 
make a motion expreſſive of the abhorrence the Houſe entertains 
of this reſolution. We ought not to ſuffer the ſettlement of the 
conſtitution in 1782 to be diſturbed, much leſs to be overthrown. 
| bave no doubt upon my mind that it is neceſſary to give every 
oppoſition to the introduction of che bill, and it ſhall have my 
negative, 


Sir Epwand NEweNHAM reprobated the entire principle of 
the bill, as being the groſſeſt inſult that could be offered to an 
independent nation, and that even the introduction of it would 
be a diſgrace to parliament. He ſaid he was a friend to both 
countries, and he wiſhed that neither the Iriſh propoſitions or 
Engliſh reſolutions had ever been moved. 


Mr. GxaTTAan,—Sir, I can excuſe the right honourable 
member who moves you for leave to bring in the bill. He 
is an Engliſhman, and contends for the power of his own 
country, while 1 am contending for the liberty of mine; he 
Might have ſpared himſelf the trouble of ſtating his own bill, 
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J read it before, I read it in the twenty reſolutions, I read 
it in the Engliſh bill, which is to all intents and purpoſes the 
ſame; and which he might read without the trouble of re. 
forting to his own. His comment is of little moment ; a Lord 
Lieutenant's Secretary is an unſafe commentator on an Iich 
conflitution z the former merit of the right honourable gen- 
tleman in prefling for the original propoſitions and contending 
againſt the preſent, which he now ſupports, may have been 
very great, and I am willing to thank him for his paſt ſervices; 
they may be a private conſolation to himſelf, No mote— 
[fer from him in his account of this tranſaction. He waz 
| pledged to his eleven propoſitions z his offer was the pro- 
ſitions 3 ours the taxes; he took the latter, but forgets the 
et. | leave both, and come to his ſyſtem. Here it becomes 
neceſſary to go back a little—I begin with your free trade ob- 
tained in 1779: By that you recovered your right to trade with 
every part of the world, whoſe ports were open to you, ſub- 
ject to your own unſtipulated duties, the Britiſh plantations 
only Exceptedz by that you obtained the benefit of your inſular 
fituation, the benefit of your weſtern ſituation, and the bene 
of your exemption from intolerable taxes. What theſe advan- 
tages might be, no man could ſay, but any man who had 
ſeen the ſtruggle you had made during a century of depreſſion, 
could foreſee, that a ſpirit of induſtry operating upon a ſlate 
of liberty in a young nation, muſt in the courle of time pro- 
duce fignal advantages—the ſea islike the earth, to nonexertion, 
a waſte, to induſtry, a mine; this trade was accompanied with 
another, a plantation trade: in this, you retained your right 
to trade directly with the Britiſh plantations in a variety of 
ürticles, without a reference to Britiſh duties; by this, you 
obtained a right to trade with the Britiſh plantations dire! 
in each and every other article, ſubjeQ to the rate of Britib 
duty; by this, you obtained a right to ſelect the article, ſo 
that the general trade ſhould not hang on the ſpecial conformity; 
and by this, you did not covenant to affect, exclude, or poſt- 


pone the produce of foreign plantations—The reaſon was obvi- 


ous, you demanded two things, a free trade and a plantation 
trade; had the then miniſter inſiſted on a covenant to exclude 
the produce of foreign plantations, he had given yau a plan- 
tation trade inſtead of a free trade, (whereas your demand was 
both) and his grant had been inadequate, unſatisfactor) and 
inadmiſlible Theſe points of trade being ſettled, a third in 
the opinion of ſome remained z namely, the intercourſe with 
England or the channel trade -A ſuccetsful political campaign, 
an unluccetsful harveſt, the poverty of not a few, together 
with the example of England, brought forward, in the yea! 
1753, a number of famiſhing manufacturers with a demand of 
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proteing duties; the extent of their demand was idle, the 
manner of conveying that demand tumultuary z but not being 
wholly reſiſted nor yet adequately aſſiſted, they laid the foun- 
dation of another plan, which made its appearance in 1985, 

poſite indeed to their wiſhes and fatal to their ex pectation z 


this was the ſyſtem of reciprocity z a ſyſtem fair in its prin- 


ciple, and in proceſs of time likely to be beneficial, but not 
likely to be of any great preſent advantage, other than by ſtop- 
ping the gro'vth of demand, allaying a commercial fever, and 
producing ſettlement and incorporation, with the people of 
England z this ſyſtem was founded, on the only principle 
which could obtain between two independent nations equality, 
and the equality conſiſted in ſimilarity of duty; now as the 
total abatement of duties on both ſides had driven the Iriſhman 
ont of his own market, as the raiſing our duties to the Britiſh 
ſtandard had driven the Engliſhman out of the Iriſh market, a 
third method was reſorted to, the abatement of Britiſh duty 
to the Iriſh ſtandard : but then this equality of duty was in- 
equality of trade, for as the Engliſhman with that duty againſt 
him had beaten you in the Iriſh market, with that duty in 
bis favour he ll keep you out of the Engliſh: fo that under 
this arrangement the Engliſh manufacturer continued protected, 
and the Iriſh manufaQturer continued expoſed, and the abate- 
ment of duty was no more than diſarming the argument of 
retaliation. Had the arrangement ſtopped here, it had been 
unjuſt indeed, but as Ireland was to covenant that ſhe would 
not raiſe her duties on Britiſh manufactures, England on her 
part was to covenant, that ſhe would not diminiſh her prefer- 

ence in favour of Iriſh linen, and the adjuſtment amounted to 
a Covenant, that neither country in their reſpective markets 
would affect the manufacture of the other by any operative 
alteration of duty; however, the adjuſtment did not ſtop at 
the home manufacture, it went to plantation produce, and here 
you ſtood on two grounds, law and juſtice; law, becauſe you 
only deſired that the ſame words of the fame act of navigation 
ſhould have the ſame conſtruction on one fide the channel as 
they have on the other; how they had ever borne a different 
one, I cannot conceive, herds than by ſuppoſing that in 
Jour ancient ſtate of dependency you were not intitled to the 
common benefit of the mother tongue; the anſwer to this 
argument was unſatisfactory, that England had altered the law, 
but if England had ſo altered the law, it ceaſed to impoſe 
the ame reſtrictions and confer the ſame advantages, and then 
a doubt might ariſe whether the act of navigation was the law 
of Ireland, fo that you ſeemed entitled to the conſtruction ot 
free from the act; now it is of more conſequence to Eng- 
land that you ſhould be bound by the act of navigation, than ro 
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Ireland to have the benefit of the fair conſtruftion of it. But you 
ſtood on ſtill better ground, juſtice z was it juſt that you ſbould 
receive plantation goods from England, and that England ſhould 
not receive them from you ? here if you do not find the lay 
equal, you may make it fo for as yet you are a free parlia- 
ment, ; 

I leave this part of the ſubjeQ z equality of duty but no preſent 
equality of trade, I come to that part of the adjuſtnient which 
is inequality of both z—and firſt, that part which relates to the 
primum of your manufactures. When the original propoſitions 
were argued, gentlemen exclaimed, England reſerves her wool, 
and Ireland does not reſerve her woollen yarn,” it was anſwered, 
« ireland may if the pleaſes,” what will thoſe gentlemen now 
ſay, when Engl.nd reterves both z the primum of her manu- 
faQtures, and of yours; and not only wootlen yarn but linen 
yarn, hides, &c.? lo tell me that this exportation is beneficid 
to Ireland is to teil me nothing; the queſtion is not about ſtop- 
ping the export, but giving up the regulation, in inſtances where 
tr ngland retains the power of regulation, and the a of prohibi- 
tion, Io tell me, that this exportation is neceſſary for England 
is to tell me nothing, but that you are material to England, and 
therefore ſhould have obtained at leaſt equal terms. I own, to 
"athſt the manufactures of Great Britain as far as is not abſolutely 

inconi;ſtent wich thote of Ireland is to me an objeR 3 but ſtill the 
difference recurs, ſhe is not content with voluntary accommo- 
dation on your part, but exacts perpetual export from you in the 
very article, in which the retains abſolute prohibition—no new 
, prohibition beneficial to England was laid 
before none in favour of Ireland. Ireland till 1979 was a pro- 
vince, and every province is a victim; your provincial ſtate ceaſ- 
ed, but before the provincial regulations ate done away, this u- 
rangement eſtabliſhes a principle of t poſfidetis, that is, Great 
Britain ſhall retain all her advantages, and Ireland Mall retain all 
her diſadvantages. But I leave this part of the adjuſtment where 
reciprocity is diſclaimed in the outſet of treaty and the rudiment 
of manufacture; I come to inſtances of more ſtriking inequality, 
and firſt, your ſituation in the Eaſt. You are to give a monopoly 
to the preſent or any future Eaſt India Company during its exil- 
tence, and to the Britiſh nation for ever after. It has been faid 
that the iriikman in this is in the ſame ſituation as tie Engliſhman, 
but there is this difference, the difference between having, and 
not having the trade; the Britiſh Parliament has judged it moſt 
expedient for Great Britain to carry on her trade to the Eaſt, by 
an excluſive company; the Itiſh Farliament is now to determine 
it moſt expedient for Ireland to have no trade at all in theſe parts. 
This is not a ſurrender of the political rights of the conſtitution, 

but of the natural rights of man; not of the privileges of parlis 
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1 ment, but of the rights of nations, — not to ſail beyondhe 
d Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan, an awful 
d jnterdi t! Not only European ſettlements, but neutral countries 
0 excluded, and God's providence ſhut out in the moſt opulent 
2s boundaries of creation; other interdicts go” to particular places 
for local reaſons, becauſe they belong to certain European ſtates, 
nt but here are neutral regions forbidden and a path preſcribed to 
ch the Iriſhman on open ſea, Other interdiQs go to a determinate 
he period of time, but here is an eternity of reſtraint z you are to 
"ny have no trade at all during the exiſtence of any company, and no 
ol, free trade to thoſe countries after its expiration z this reſembles 
ed, nther a judgment of God than an act of the legiſlature, whether 
ow you meaſure it by immenſity of ſpace or infinity of duration, and 
my has nothing human about it except its preſumption, 
* What you loſe by this ſurrender, what you forfcit by giving 


cid up the poſſibility of intercourſe with fo great a proportion of the 
op- inhabited globe, I cannot preſume to ſay; but this J can ſay, 
bete at gentlemen have no right to argue from preſent want of ca- 
ibi pital againſt future trade, nor to give up their capacity to trade, 
and becauſe they have not yet brought that capacity into action, fill 
and leß have they a right to do fo without the ſhadow of compenſa- 
, to tion, and leaſt of all on the affected compenſation which, trifling 
el) with your underſtanding as well as intereſt, ſuffers a veſſel to go 
| the WM to the Weſt, in its way to the Eaſt, I leave this uncompenſated 
mo- WH furrender—1 leave your ſituation in the Eaſt which is blank 
leave your ſituation in the Eaſt which is the ſurrender of trade 
iel; and 1 come to your ſituation in the Weſt which is a ſur- 
render of its freedom. You are to give a monopoly to the Britiſh 
plantations at their own taxes z — a you did fo only in certain 


ceaſ» miele, with a power of ſelection, and then only as long as you 
's 1- {Mp caſed to confotm to the condition, and without any ſtipulation 
Great WI» exclude foreign produce. It may be very proper to exclude 
in all ſbreign produce by your own temporary laws, and at your own 
where ee will and option, but now you are to covenant to do fo for ever, 
iment ud thereby you put the trade out of your own power for ever, 
ality, ind you give to the Engliſh, Weſt as well as Eaſt, an eternal 
pol * '& ſor their plantation produce, in the taxing and regulat- 
« exif» Ning of which you have no fort of deliberation or interference, and 
n faid erer which Great Britain has a complete ſuptemacy. Here you 
bman, vill confider the advantage you receive from that monopoly, and 
g, and udge how far it may be expedient to ſet up againſt yourſelves 
it moſt, at monopoly for ever ; there is ſcarcely an article of the Bri- 
iſt, by bb plantation that is not out of all proportion dearer than the 


ume article is in any other part of the globe, nor any other ar- 
cle that is not produced elſewhere, for ſome of which articles 
jou might eſtabliſh a mart for your manufactures. Portugal, for 
lance, capable of being a better market for our drapery than Great 
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Britain; this enormity of price is aggravated by an enormity of 

tax, what then is this covenant-? to take theſe articles from the F 
Britiſh plantations, and from none other, at the preſent high rates c 
and taxes, and to take them at all times to come, ſubject to what- a 
ever further rates and taxes the parliament of Great Britain ſhall P 
enact. Let me aſk you, why did you refuſe protecting duties N 
to your on people f becauſe they looked like a monopoly; and # 
will you give to the Eaſt India merchant, and the Weſt India k 
oy ſomething more? —23 monopoly where the monopoliſt i; a 
n ſome degree the law-givet.— The principle of equal duty ot 5 
the fame reſtriction is not the ſhadow of ſecurity z to make ſuch 5 
a principle applicable to the objects muſt be equal, but here the 0 
objects are not only diſſimilat but oppoſite z the condition of Eng- 1 
land is great debt and greater capital, great incumbrance, but ll * 
greater abilities; the condition of Ireland, little capital but a 
ſmall debt, poverty but exemption from intolerable taxes. Equal 
burthens will have oppoſite effects, they will fund the debt of one 
country and deſtroy the trade of the other; high duties will take 
away your reſource, which is exemption from them; but will be 
a fund for Great Britain: thus the colony principle in jts extent 
is dangerous toa very great degree. Suppoſe Great Britain ſhould 
raiſe her colony duties to a itiil greater degree, to anfwer the 
exigency of ſome future war, or to fund her preſent debt, you 
muſt follow, for by this bill you would have no option in foreign 
tradez you muſt follow, not becauſe you wanted the tax, but 
left your exemption from taxes ſhould give your manufactutes 
any comparative advantage. Irifh taxes are to be precautions 
againſt the proſperity of Iriſh manufaQures ! You mult follow 
becauſe your taxes here would be no longer meaſured by the 
wants of the country or the intereft of her commerce, becauſe we 
. ould have inſtituted a falſe meaſure of taxation; the wants and 
the riches of another country, which exceeds you much in wants, 
but infinitely more in riches. I feat we ſhould have done more, 
we ſhould have made Engliſh jealouſy the barometer of Iriſh taxes. 
Suppoſe this country ſhould in any degree eſtabliſh a dire trade 
with the Britiſh plantations, ſuppoſe the apptehenſions of the 
Britiſh manufacturers in any degree realized, they may diCtate 
your duties, they may petition the Britiſh Parliament to raile 
certain duties, which ſhall not affect the articles of their inter- 
courſe, but may ſtop yours; or, which ſhall affect the articles 


of their intercourſe, a little and annihilate yours ; thus they may them 
by one and the ſame duty raiſe a revenue in England, and deſtro i t c 
a rival in Ireland. Camblets are an inſtance of the former, and fx 


_ _ every valuable plantation import an inſtance of the latter; J 0 & 
option in foreign trade had been a reſtraint on England, or à e ,,.. 

{ource to lieland, but under this adjuſtment you give up yu uch 
foreign trade, and confine yourſelf to that which you muſt na condi 


F 
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of preſume to regulate, The excluſion of foreign plantation pro- 
he duce would ſeem ſufficient, for every purpoſe of power and do- 
ter mination, but to aggravate, and it would ſeem, to inſult, the inde- 
* endent States of North America are moſt ungraciouſly brought 
all into this arrangement, as if Ireland was a Britiſh colony, or North 
vel America continued a part of the Britiſh dominion ; by the reſo- 
ind lutions almoſt all the produce of North America was to be import- 
dia ed to Ireland, ſubject to Britiſh duties; the bill is more moderate, 
ts and only enumerates certain articles, but what right has Great Bri- 
4 tain to interfere in our foreign trade, what ri ght has ſhe todiQtate to 
uch us on the ſubje& of North America trade? How far this coun- 
the try may be further affected by clogging her plantation trade 
g- 


* and ſurrendering her free trade, I ſhall not for the preſent ſtop 
ſal more minutely to inquire, but I muſt ſtop to proteſt againſt one 


ad circumſtance in this arrangement, which ſhould not accompany 
qual any arrangement, which would be fatal to ſettlement itſelf, and 
| one tear 3 the bands of faith and affection; the circumſtance 
take ] mean, is the opening of the ſettlements of the colony trade, and 
il be free trade of 1779: this adjuſtment takes from you the power 
xtent of chooſing the article, ſo that the whole covenant hangs on 
* the ſpecial circumſtance, and takes from you your option in the 
T 


produce of foreign plantations, and even of America. It is arevi- 


X ion in peace of the ſettlements of war, it is a revocation in peace of 
teig the acquiſition of war. 1 here aſk by what authority? By what 
„ but authority is Ireland obliged now to enter into a general account for 
Cures paſt acquiſitions ? Did the petition of the manufaQurers deſire it ? 
*. Did the addreſſes of the laſt ſeſſion deſire it? Did the miniſter in 
follow this ſeſſion ſuggeſt it? No; I call for authority, whereby we can 
y — be juſtißed in waving the benefit of paſt treaties, and bringing the 
uſe 


whole relative ſituation of this country into queſtion in an atrange- 
ment, which only profeſſes to ſettle her channel trade? I con- 
ceive the ſettlements of the laſt war are ſacred; you may make 


nts and 
wants, 


| More, other ſettlements with the Britith nation, but you will never make 

o tale. any ſo beneficial as theſe are; they were the reſult of a conjuncture 

& trade miraculouſly formed, and fortunately ſeized, The American war 
of the WW was the Iriſh harveſt. From that period, as from the lucky mo- 

dichte i ment of your fate, your commerce, conſtitution, and mind took 

to tile I orm and vi our; and to that period, and to a firſt and ſa- 

r geo lient principle muſt they recur for life and renovation, _— 
at 


It is therefore I conſider thoſe ſettlements as ſacred, and from 
hey m them I am naturally led to that part of the ſubject which relates 
def to com nſation, the payment which we are to make for the loſ- 
ſes which we are to ſuſtain ; certainly compenſation cannot apply 
to the free trade ſuppoſing it uninvaded, hrſt, becauſe that trade 
was your right; to pay for the recovery of what you ſhould never 
have loſt, had been to a great degree unjuſt and derogatory ; ſe- 
7 ** that free trade was eſtabliſhed in 1779, and the 
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ſettlement then clofed and cannot be opened now; to do ſo were 
to deſtroy the faith of treaties, to make it idle to enter into 
the preſent ſettlement, and to render it vain to enter into any 
ſettlement with the Britiſh Miniſter. The ſame may be ſaid 
of the colony trade; that too was ſettled in 1779, on terms then 
ſpecified. not now to be opened, clogged, conditioned or circum- 
ſcribed z ſtill leſs does compenſation apply to the free conſtitu- 
tion of 1782. His Majeſty then informed you from the throne, 
* theſe things come unaccompanied with any ſtipulation,” —be. 
ſides, the free conſtitution, like the free trade, was your tight. 
Freemen wont pay for the recovery of tight; payment had dero- 
gated from the claim of right; ſo we then ſtated to miniſtry, It 
was then thought that to have annexed ſubſidy to conſtitution had 
been a barren experiment on public poverty, and had married 
an illuſtrious experiment on the feelings of the nation, and had 
been neither ſatisfaction to Ireland, nor revenue to Great Britain, 
This bolder policy, this happy art, which faw how much may 
be got by tax, and how much muſt be left to honour, which 
made a bold puſh for the heart of the nation, and leaving her 
free to acquire, took a chance for her difpoſition to give, had its 
effect, for ſince that time until the preſent moſt unfertunate at- 
tempt, a great bulk of the community were on the fide of go- 
vernment, and the parliamentary conſtitution was a guarantee for 
public peace. 

See then what you obtained without compenſation, a colony 
trade, a free trade, the independency of your judges, the govern- 
ment of your army, the extenſion of the unconſtitutional powers 
of your council, the reſtoration of the judicatute of your lords, 
and the independency of your legiſlature ! 

See now what you obtain by compenſation—a covenant not 
to trade beyond the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits of Ma- 
gellan; a covenant not to take foreign plantation produce, but 
as the parliament of Great Britain ſhall permit; a covenant not 
to take Britiſh plantation produce, but as Great Britain ſhall pre- 
ſcribe ; a covenant to make ſuch acts of navigation as Great Bi- 
tain ſhall preſcribe ; a covenant never to protect your own manu- 
factures, never to guard the primum of thoſe manufattures ! Thele 
things are accompanied, I do acknowledge, with a covenant 
on the part of England to diſarm your argument for protecting 
duties, to give the Engliſh language in the act of navigation the 
ſame conſtruction in Ireland, and to leave our linen markets with- 
out moleſtation or diminution, One ſhould think ſome God pre- 

ſided over the liberties of this country, who made it frugality in the 
| Triſh nation to continue free, but has annexed the penalties of fine 
as infamy to the ſurrender of the conftitution!. from this conli- 
deration of commerce, a queſtion much more high, mach more 
deep, the invaluable queſtion of conſtitution ariſes, in which the 
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idea of protecting duties, the idea of reciprocal duties, of 
countervailing duties, and all that detail vaniſh, and the energies 
of every heart, and the prudence of every head, are called up- 
on to ſhield this nation, that long depreſſed, and at length by 
domeſtic virtue and foreign misfortune emancipated, has now to 
defend her newly acquired rights and her juſtly acquired reputa- 
tion; the queſtion is no leſs than that, which three years ago 
agitated, fired and exalted the Iriſh nation, the independency of 
the Irith parliament ! By this bill we are to covenant that the par- 
lament of Ireland ſhall fubſcribe whatever laws the parliament of 
England ſhall preſcribe, reſpecting your trade with the Britiſh 
plantations, your trade in the produce of foreign plantations, and 
rt of your trade from the United States of North America. 
here is alſo a ſweeping covenant or conditian, whereby we are 
to agree to ſubſcribe whatever laws the parliament of England 
ſhall preſcribe reſpecting navigation; the adjuſtment ſubjects alſo 
your reverſionary trade to the Eaſt to the ſame terms—over all 
theſe objects you are to have no propounding, no deliberative, 
no negative, no legiſlative power whatſoever. Here then is an 
end of your free trade and your free conſtitution; I acquit the 
people of England; an ill-grounded jealouſy for their trade ſeems 
aggravated by a well-founded alarm for your liberty z unwilling 
to relinquiſh, but when relinquiſhed, too magnanimous and too 
wife to reſume abdicated m_ they feel in theſe propoſitions 
an honourable ſolicitude for the freedom of Ireland, and the good 
faith of Grezt Britain, and ſee the darling principles and paſſions 
of both countries wounded in an arrangement which was to com- 
ap them for ever: to a propoſal therefore ſo little warranted 
y the great hody of the people of Engiand, ſo little expected by 
the people of Ireland, fo little ſuggeſted by the miniſter, and fo 
involving to whatever is dear to your intereſt, honour and free- 
dom, I anſwer, No. | plead paſt ſettlements, I infif@en the faith 
of nations; the objeQion ſhould have been made when theſe ſet- 
tlements were making ; but now the logic of empire comes too 
late; no accommodation, no deprecation on this ſubject: aſſer- 
tion, national afſertion, national reaſſertion! If three years a'ter 
the recovery of your freedom, you bend, your children, cor- 
rupted by your example, will ſurrender; but if you ſtand hrm 
and inexorable, you make a ſeaſonable impreſſion on the people of 
England, you give a wholeſome example to your children, you 
afford an awful inſtruction to his Majeſty's miniſters, and make 
(as the Old Engliſh did in the cafe of their charter) the attempt 
on Iriſh liberty, its confirmation and eftabliſbment ! . 
However, leſt certain gloſſes ſhould ſeem to go unanſwered, 
| ſhall, for the ſake of argument, wave paſt ſettlements, and 
combat the reaſoning of the Engliſh reſolutions, the adareis, his 
Majeſty's anſwer, and the reaſoning of this day. It is here ſaid, 
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that the laws reſpeQing commerce and navigation ſhould be ſimitar 
and inferred, that Ireland ſhould ſubſcribe the laws of England 
on thoſe ſubjects; that is, the ſame law, the ſame legiſlature, 
but this argument goes a great deal too far, it goes to the army, 
for the mutiny bill ſhould be the ſame; it was endeavoured to be 
extended to the collection of your revenue, and is in train to be 
extended to your taxes ; it goes to the extinQion of the moſt in- 
valuable part of your parliamentary capacity; it is an union, an 
incipient and a creeping union; a virtual union, eſtabliſhing one 
will in the general concerns of commerce and navigation, and re- 
poſing that will in the parliament of Great Britain; an union 
where our parliament preſerves its exiſtence after it has loſt its 
authority, and our people are to pay for a parliamentary eftabliſh- 
ment, without any proportion of parliamentary repreſentation. In 
oppoſing the right honourable gentleman's bill, I conſider myſelf 
as oppoſing an union ix imine, and that argument for union which 
makes ſimilatity of law and community of intereſt (reaſon ſtrong 
for the freedom of Ireland!) a pretence for a condition which 
would be diſſimilarity of law, becauſe extinction of conſtitution, 
and therefore hoſtility, not community of intereſt ; 1 aſk on what 
experience 15 this argument founded? Have you ever fince your 
redemption refuſed to preſerve a ſimilarity of law in trade and 
navigation? Have you not followed Great Britain in all her 
changes of the act of navigation, during the whole of that unpa- 
latable buſineſs, the American war ? Have you not excluded the 
cheap produce of other plantations, in order that Irifh poverty 
might give a monopoly to the dear produce of Britiſh colonies ? 
Have you not made a better uſe of your liberty than Great Britain 
did of her power? But I have an objection to this argument, 
ſtronger even than its want of foundation, in reaſon and experi- 
ment; I hold it to be nothing leſs than an intolerance of the par- 
liamentary conſtitution of Ireland, a declaration that the full and 
free external legiſlation of the Iriſh parliament is incompatible with 
the Britiſh empire. I do acknowledge that by your external 
power, you might diſcompoſe the harmony of empire, and I add, 
that by your power over the purſe you might diſſolve the State; 
but to the latter you owe your exiſtence in the conſtitution, and 
to the former your authority and ſtation in the empire z this argu- 
ment, therefore, reſts the connection _ a new and a falſe prin- 
Ciple, goes directly againſt the root of parliament, and is not 2 
difficulty to be accommodated, but an error to be eradicated; 
and if any body of men can till think that the Iriſh conſtitution 
is incompatible with the Britiſh empire, docttine which 1 abjure 
as ſedition againſt the connexion ; but if any body of men are 
juſtified in thinking that the Iriſh conſtitution is incompatible with 
the Britiſh empire, periſh the empire! live the conſtitution ! Re- 
duced by this falſe dilemma to take a part, my ſecond wilh is the 
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Britiſh empire, my firſt wiſh and bounden duty is the liberty of 
Ireland; but we are told this imperial power is not only neceſſary 
for England, but ſafe for Ireland. What is the preſent queſtion ? 
what but the abuſe of this very power of regulating the trade of 
Ireland by the Britiſh parliament excluding you, and including 
herſelf by virtue of the ſame words of the ſame act of navigation? 
And what was the provoment cauſe of this arrangement ? what 
but the power you are going to ſurrender, the diſtinct and inde- 
pendent external authority of the Iriſh parliament, competent to 
queſtion that mi ſconſtruction? What is the remedy now propoſ- 
ed? the evil. Go back to the parliament of England; I aſk 
again, what were the difficulties in the way of your eleven pro- 
poſitions ? what but the jealouſy of the Britiſh manufacturers on 
the ſubject of trade? And will you make them your parliament, 
and that too for ever, and that too on the ſubject of their jea- 
louſy, and in the moment they diſplayed it ſafe! I will ſuppoſe 
that jealouſy realized, that you rival them in ſome market 
abroad, and that they petition their parliament to impoſe a regu- 
lation which ſhall affet a tonnage which you have, and Great 
Britain has not; how would you then feel your ſituation, when 
you ſhould be obliged to waar” bs all this? And how would you 
feel your degradation, when you ſhould ſee your own manufac- 
turers paſs you by as a cypher in the conſtitution, and deprecate 
their ruin at the bar of a foreign parliament—ſafe! Whence the 
American war? Whence the ric reſtrictions? Whence the 
mi ſconſtruction of the act of navigation? Whence but from the 
evil of ſuffering one country to regulate the trade and navigation 
of another, and of inſtituting, i the idea of general protec- 
toreſs, a proud domination, which ſacrifices the intereſt of the 
whole to the ambition of a part, and arms the little paſſions of the 
monopoliſt with the ſovereign potency of an imperial pariiament z 
for great nations when curſed with unnatural ſway follow bur 
their nature when they invade z and human wiſdom has not better 
provided for human ſafety than by limiting the principles of hu- 
man power. The ſurrender of legiſlature has been likened to 
Caſes that not unfrequently take place between two equal nations 
covenanting to ſuſpend in particular caſes their reſpeCtive legiſla- 
tive powers for mutual benefit; thus Great Britain and Portugal 
agree to ſuſpend their legiſlative power in favour of the wine of 
the one, and the woollen of the other, but if Portugal had gone 
farther, and agreed to ſubſcribe the laws of England, this cove- 
nant had not been a treaty, but conqueſt ;z ſo Great Britain and 
Ireland may covenant, not to raiſe high duties on each others 
manufaCtures, but if Ireland goes farther, and covenants to ſub- 
ſcribe Britich law, this is not a mutual ſuſpenſion of the exerciſe 
of legiſlative power, but a transfer of the power itſelf from one 
Country to another, to be exerciſed by anather hand; ſuch cove- 
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nant is not reciprocity of trade, it is a ſurrender of the government 
of your trade, inequality of trade and inequality of conſtitution, 
I ſpeak however as if ſuch transfer could take place, but in fact 
it could not, any arrangement ſo covenanting is a mere nullity ; 
it could not bind, ſtill leſs could it bind your ſucceffors, for a 
man is not omnipotent over himſelf, neither are your parliaments 
omnipotent over themſelves, to accomphſb their own deſtruction 
and propagate death to their ſucceſſors ; there is in theſe cafes a 
ſuperior relationſhip to our reſpective creators—God—the com- 
munity, which in the inſtance of the individual, arreſts the hand 
pf ſuicide, and in that of the political body, ſtops the act of ſur- 
render, and makes man the means of propagation, and parlia- 
ment the organ to continue liberty, not the engine to defiroy it. 
However though the ſurrender is void, there are two ways of at- 
. tempting it, one by a ſurrender in form, the other by a ſurrender 
in ſubſtance; appointing another parliament your ſubſtitute, and 
conſenting to be its regiſter or — by virtue of which to intro- 
duce the bo and edi& of another land; to cloath with the forms 
of your law, foreign deliberations, and to prefide over the diſ- 
graceful ceremony of your own abdicated authority; both me- 
thods are equally ſurrenders, and both are wholly void. I ſpeak 
on principle, the principle on which you ſtand— your creation, 
We, the limited truſtees of the delegated power, born for a par- 
ticular purpoſe, limited to a particular time, and bearing an in- 
violable relationſhip to the people who ſent us to parliament, 
cannot break that relationſhip, counteract that purpoſe, ſurrender, 
diminiſh, or derogate from thoſe privileges we breathe but to pre- 
ſerve. * Could the parliament of England covenant to ſubſcribe 
your laws? Could ſhe covenant that Young Ireland ſhould 
command and Old England ſhould obey ? If ſuch a propoſal to 
England were mockery, to Ireland it cannot be conſtitution, 1 
reſt on authority as well as principle, the authority on which the 
revolution reſts ; Mr. Locke, who in his chapter on the abolition 
of government, ſays, that the transfer of legiflative power is the 
abolition of the ſtate, not a transfer. Thus J may congratulate 
this Houfe and myſelf, that it is one of the bleſſings of the Bricilh 
conſtitution, that it cannot periſh of a rapid mortality, nor die in 
a day, like the men who ſhould protect her; any act that would 
deftroy the liberty of the people, is dead-born from the womb ; 
men may put down the public cauſe for a ſeaſon, but another 
year would ice old conſtitution advance the honours of his head, 
and the good inititution of pariiament ſhaking off the tomb to 
6-0 rpm in all its pomp and pride, and plenitude and privi- 
ege ! | 
Sir, have ſtated thefe propofitions and the bill as a mere tranſ- 
fer of external legiſlative authority to the parliament of Great 
Britain, but I have underſtated their miſchief, they go to taxati- 
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on, taxes on the trade with the Britiſh plantations, taxes on the 

uce of foreign plantations, taxes on ſome of the produce of 
the United States of North America z they go to port duties, ſuch 
as Great Britain laid on America! the mode is varied, but the 
principle is the ſame. Here Great Britain takes the ſtamp of the 
Iriſh parliament ; Great Britain is to preſcribe, and Ireland is to 
obey ! Weanticipate the rape by previous ſurreader, and throw 
into the ſcale our honour, as well as our liberty, Do not imagine 
that all theſe reſolutions are mere acts of regulation; they are 
ſolid ſubſtantial revenue, great part of your additional duty, I 


allow the bill excepts rum and tobacco but the principle is re- 


tained, and the operation of it only kept back. I have ſtated that 
Great Britain may by theſe propoſitions -cruſh your commerce, 
but ſhall be told that the commercial jealouſy of Great Britain is 
at an end. But ate her wants at an end? are her wiſhes for Iriſh 
ſubſidy at an end? No; and may be gratihed by laying colony 
duties on herſelf, and ſo raiſing on Ircland an imperial revenue 
to be ſubſcribed by our parliament, without the conſent of our 
parliament, and in deſpite of our people. Or if a miniſter ſhould 
pleaſe to turn himſelf to a general exciſe, if wiſhing to relieve 
from the weight of further additional dutics the hereditary revenue 
now alienated, if wiſhing to relicve the alarms of the Engliſh ma- 
nufacturers, who complain of our exemption from exciſes, par- 
ticularly on ſoap, candles, and leather: he ſhou!d proceed on 
thoſe already regiſteted articles of taxation, he might tax you by 
threats, ſuggeſting that if you refuſe to raiſe an exciſe on yourſelf, 
England will raiſe colony duties on both.—See what a mighty 
inſtrument of coercion this bill and theſe reſolutions—ſiir and the 
miniſter can cruſh you in the name of Great Britain; he can cruſh 
your imports z he can cruſh your exports ; he can do this in a 
manner peculiarly mortifying, by virtue of a clauſe in a Brinſh 
act of parliament that would ſeem to impoſe the ſame reſtrictions 
on Great Britain; he can do this in a manner full more offenſive, 
by the immediate means of your own parliament, who would be 
then an active cypher, and notorious ſtamp. in the hands of Great 
Britain, to forge and falfify the name and authority of the people 
of Ireland. 1 have conſidered your ſituation under theſe propo- 
litions with reſpect to Great Britain: ſee what would be your 
lituation with reſpect to the crown ? You would have granted to 
the King a perpetual money bill, or a money bill to continue as 
long as the parliament of Great Britain ſhall pleaſe, with a cove- 
nant co increaſe it as often as the Britiſh parliament ſhall pleaſe. 
By the reſolutions a great part of the additional duty would have 
been ſo granted ; the trade of the country is made dependant on 
the patliament of Great Britain, and the crown is made leſs de- 
pendant of the parliament of Ireland, and a code of e e 
added to a code of empire, If the merchant after this ſhould 


360 PARLIAMENTARY 


petition you to lower your duties on the articles of trade, your 
anſwer, ** trade is in covenant.” If your conſtituents ſhould in- 
ſtruct you to limit the bill of ſupply, or paſs a ſhort money bill, 
your anſwer, © the purſe of the nation like her trade is in cove- 
-nant.” No more of fix months money bilis ; no more of inſtruQi- 
ons from conſtituents ; that connection is broken by this bill, 
paſs this you have no conſtituent—you are not the repreſentative 
of the people of Ireland, but the regiſter of the Britiſh parliament, 
and the equalizer of Britiſh duties! 

In order to complete this chain of power, one link (I do ac- 
knowledge) was wanting, a perpetual revenue bill, or a covenant 
from time to time to renew the bill for the collection thereof. 
The twentieth reſolution, and this bill founded upon it, attain that 
object. Sir, this Houſe reſts on three pillars, your power over 
the annnal mutiny bill ; your power over the annual additional 
duties; your power over the collection of the revenue, The 
latter power is of great conſequence, becauſe a great 2 of out 
revenues are granted for ever. Vour anceſtors were ſlaves; and 
for their eſtates, that is, for the act of ſettlement granted the he- 
reditary revenue, and from that momgnt ceaſed to be a parliament; 
nor was it till many years after that parliament revived ; but it 

revived as you under this bill would continue; without parlia- 
mentary power; every evil meaſure derived argument, energy and 
eſſence from this unconſtitutional fund. If a country gentleman 
complained of the expences of the crown, he was told a frugal 
government could go on without a parliament, and that we held 
our exiſtence, by withholding the diſcharge of our duty. How- 
ever, though the funds were granted for ever, the proviſion for 
the collection was inadequate z the ſmuggler learned to evade 
the penalties, and parliament, though not neceſſary for granting 
the hereditary revenue, became neceſſary for its collection. 
Here then we reft cn three pillars : the annual mutiny bill, the 
annual additional ſupply, and the annual collection of the te- 
venue. If you remove all theſe, this fabric falls; remove any 
one of them, and it totters; for it is not the mace, nor the chair, 
nor this dome, but the deliberate voice reſident therein that con- 
ſtitutes the eſſence of parliament. Clog your deliberations, and 
you are no longer a parliament, with a thouſand gaudy ſurviving 
circumftances of thew and authority. 

Contemplate for a moment the powers this bill preſumes to 

perpetuate z a perpetual repeal of trial by jury; a perpetual fe- 
peal of the great charter; a perpetual writ of aſſiſtance; a perpe- 
tual felony to ſtrike an — ! 

The late Chief Baron Burgh, ſpeaking on the revenue bill, en- 
claimed, ** you give to tht dipping rule, what you ſhould den} 
to the ſceptre. 

All the unconſtitutional powers of the exciſe we ate to perpe” 
teate, the conſtiturwaual powers of parliament we are to abdicate, 
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Can we do all this? can we make theſe bulky ſurrenders, in di- 
minution of the power, in derogation of the pride of parliament, 
and in violation of thoſe eternal relationſhips, which the body 
that repreſents ſhould bear to the community which conſti- 
tutes ? 

The pretence given for this unconſtitutional idea is weak in- 
deed ; that as the benefits are permanent, fo {hould be the com- 
penſation. But trade laws are to follow their nature, revenue 
laws to follow their's. On the permanent nature of commercial 
advantages depends the faith of trade, on the limited nature cf 
revenue laws depends the exiſtence of parliament ; but the error 
of the argument ariſcs from the vice of dealing. It is a market 
for a conſtitution, and a logic applicable to barter only, is ap- 
plied to freedom, To qualify this dereliction of every principle 
and power, the ſurrender is made conſtitutional z that is, the 
Bricith market for the Iriſh conſtitution, the ſhadow of a market 
for the ſubſtance of a conſtitution! You are to reſerye an option, 
trade or liberty ; if you mean to come to the Britiſh market you 
muſt paſs under the Britiſh yoke. I obje& to this principle in 
every ſhape, whether you are, as the reſolution was firſt worded, 
directly to transfer legiſlative power to the Britiſh parliament ; 
whether, as it was afterwards altered, you are to covenant to 
ſubſcribe her acts; or whether, as it is now ſoftened, you are to 
take the chance of the Britiſh market, ſo long as you wave the 
bleſſings of the Britiſh conſtitution terms diſhonourable, derogato- 
ry, incapable of forming the foundation of any fair and friendly ſet- 
tlement, injurious to the political morality of the nation; I would 
not harbour a flaviſh principle, nor give it the hoſpitality of a 
night's lodging in a land of liberty! Slavery is like any other 
vice, tolerate and you embrace; you ſhould guard your conſtitu- 
tion by ſettled maxims of honour, as well as wholeſome rules of 
law; and one mavim ſhould be, never to tolerate a condition 
which trenches on the privilege of parliament, or derogates from 
the pride of the iſland. Liberal in matters of revenue, practicable 
in matters of commerce; on theſe ſubjects I would be inexorable ; 
if the genius of Old England came to that bar, with the Britiſh 
conſtitution in one hand, and in the other an offer of all that Eng- 
land retains, or all that ſhe has loſt of commerce, I ſhould turn 
my back on the latter, and pay my obeiſance to the bleſſings of 
her conſtitution, for that conititution will give you commerce, 
and it was the loſs of that conſtitution that deprived you of com- 
merce, Why are you not now a woollen country ? becauſe 
another country regulated your trade. Why are you not now a 
country of re-export ? becauſe another country regulated your 
navigation, I oppoſe the original terms as laviſh, and I oppoſe 
the conditional clauſe as an artful way of introducing ſlavery, of 
oothing an high ſpirited nation into ſubmiſſion by the ignominious 
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deluſion that ſhe may ſhake off the yoke when ſhe pleaſes, and 
once more become a free people. The ditect unconſtitutional 
ropoſition could not have been liſtened to, and therefore reſont 
is had to the only poſſible chance of deſtroying the liberty of the 
people, by holding up the bright reverſton of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, and the ſpeculation of future liberty, as a conſolation fut 
the preſent ſubmiſſion. But would any gentleman here wear à 
livery to-night, becauſe he might lay it aſide in the morning ? or 
would this Houle ſubſtitute another, becaute next year it might 
reſume its authority, and once more become the parliament of 
Ireland? I do not believe we ſball get the Britiſh, but I do not 
want to make anexperiment on the Britiſh market, by making an 
experiment likewiſe on the conſtitution and ſpirit of the people 
- of ireland, Butdo not imagine if you ſhall yield for a year, you 
will get fo eaſily clear of this inglorious experiment; if this is 
not the Britiſh market, why accept the adjuftment ? and if it is, 
the benefit thereof may take away your deliberative voice. You 
will be bribed out of your conſtitution by your commerce; there 
are two ways of taking away free will, the one by direct compul- 
lion, the other by eſtabliſhing a præpollent motive. Thus a ſer- 
vant of the crown may luſe his free will, when he is to give his 
vote at the hazard of his office, and thus a parliament would loſe 
its free>will, if it ated under a conviction that it exetciſed its 
deliberative function at the riſk of its commerce, No one queſtion 
would ſtand upon its own legs, but each queſtion would involve 
every Conſideration of trade, and indeed the whole relative fitua- 
tion of the two countries. And I befeech you. to conſider that 
ſituation, and contemplate the powers of your own country, be- 
fore you agree to ſurrender them. Recollect that you have now 
a right to trade with the Britith plantations, in certatn articles, 
without reference to Britiſh duties; that you have a right to trade 
with the Britiſh plantations in every other article, ſubject to the 
Britiſh duties; that you have a right to get clear of each and df 
every part of that bargain ; that you have a right to take the 
produce ct foreign plantations, lubject to your own unſtipulated 
duties z that you have a right to Carry on a free and unqualitied 
trade with the United States of North America; that you have a 
right to carry on an experimental trade in countries contiguous to 
waich Great Blitain has eſtabliſtked her monopolies, the power ot 
trade this, and an inſtrument of power and ſtation and authority in 
the Britiſh empire! Conſider that you have likewiſe a right to the 
excluſive ſupply of your own market, and to the exclafive te- 
ſerve of the rudiment of your manufactures. That you have an 
ablolute dominion over the public purſe and over the collection of 
the revenue, If you aſk me how you ſhall uſe theſe powers, | {ay 
for Ireland with due regard to the Britiſh nation, let them be go- 
verned by the ſpirit of concord, and with fidelity to the connection 
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d but when the mover of the hill aſks me to ſurrender thoſe powers, 
al Jam aſtoniſhed at him, I have neither ears, nor eyes, nor func- 
rt tions to make ſuch a ſacrifice, What ! that free trade, for which 
Ie weexerted every nerve in 1779, that free conftitution fur which 
= we pledged life and fortune in 1932! Our lives are at the ſervice 
or of the empire ; but our liberties! No—we received them from 
1 our Father, which is in Heaven, and we will hand them down to 
or our children. But if gentlemen can entertain a doubt of the 
ht miſchief of theſe propoſitions, are they convinced of their lafety ? 
of the ſafety of giving up the government of your trade? No! the 
not miſchief is prominent, but the advantage is of a moſt enigmatical 
an nature. Have geritlemen conſidered the fubject, have they traced 
ple erenthe map of the countries, the power or freedomof trading with 
on whom they are to ſurrender for ever ? Have they traced the map, 
$ I8 of Aſia, Africa, and America? Do they know the French, Dutch, 


Portugueſe, and Span ſh ſettlements? Do they know the neutral 


powers of thoſe countries, their produce, aptitudes and diſpoſi- 
ere tions? Have they conſidered the ſtate of North America? its 
pul- preſent ſtate, future growth, and every opportunity in the endleſs 
ler- ſucceſſion of time attending that nurſe of commerce and aſylum 
his of mankind? Are they now competent to declare on the part of 
loſe themſelves and all their poſterity, that a free trade to thoſe regions 
d ita will never in the efflux of time be of any ſervice to the kingdom 
ſtion ef Ireland? If they have information on this ſubject it muſt be 
olve by a communication with God, for they have none with man : 
itua- it muſt be inſpiration, for it cannot be knowledge. In ſuch 
that circumitances to ſubleribe this agreement, without know- 
be- ledge, without even the affectation of knowledge, when Great 
now Britain with all her experience and every means of information 
icles, ſtom Eaſt Indies, Weſt Indies, America, and with the official 
trade knowledge of Ireland at her feet, has taken fix months to deli- 
o the berate, and has now produced twenty reſolutions with an hiſtory 
ind of to each, amounting to a code of empire, not a ſyſtem of com- 
e the merce : I fay in ſuch circumſtances for Ireland toſubſcribe this 
ulated igreement would be infatuation, an infatuation to which the nation 
alined could not be a party, but would appear to be concluded or indeed 
dave a huddled with all her poſterity into a fallacious arrangement, by 
ous to the influence of the crown, without the deliberation of parliament, 
wer ot or the conſent of the people! This would appear the more inex- 
rity N cuſeable, becauſe we are not driven to it; adjuſtment is not indiſ- 
to the 


| penſible; the great points have been carried ! an infetior queſtion 
we te- about the home market has been ſtarted and a commercial fever 
ave an artificially raiſed, but while the great points remain undiſturbed, 


tion of Wl the nations cannot be committed; the manufacturers applied for 

„ I fay protecting duties, and have failed; the miniſter offered a ſyſtem 

3 o reciprocity, and ſucceeded in Ireland, but has failed in Eng- 
ion; 


Had; he makes you another offer inconſiſtent with the former, 
Watch offer the Engliſh do not ſapport and the Iriſh deprecate, 
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We can go on, we have a growing proſperity, and as yet an 
exemption from intolerable taxes ; we can from time to time te- 
gulate our own commerce, cheriſh our manufaQuures, keep down 
our taxes, and bring on our people, and brood over the g'owing 
proſperity of Young Ireland. In the mean time we will guard 
our free trade and free conſtitution as our only real reſcurces; 
they were the ſtruggles of great virtue, the reſult of much per- 
ſ2verance, and our broad baſe of public action! We ſhould re. 
collect that this Houſe may now, with peculiar propricty, inter- 
poſe, becauſe you did with great zeal and ſucceſs, on this very 
ſabject of trade, bring on the people, and you did with great 
prudence and moderation, on another occaſion, check a certain 
deſcription of the people, and you are now called upon by con- 
ktency to defend the people. Thus mediating between extremes, 
you will preſetve this iſland long, and preſerve her with a certain 
degree of renown. Thus faithful to the conſlitution of the coun. 
try, you will command and inſure her tranquillity, for our beſt 
authority with the people is, protection afforded againſt the mi. 
niſters of the crown, It is not public clamour but public injury 
that ſhould alarm you; your high ground of expoltalagca with 
your fellow- ſubjects has been our ſervices ; the free trade you 

ave given the merchant, and the free conſtitution you have given 
the iſland ! Make your third great effort, preſerve them, and 
with them preſerve unaltered your own calm ſenſe of public 
right, the dignity of the parliament, the majeſty of the people, 
and the powers of the iſland! Keep them unſullied, uncove- 
nanted, uncircumſcribed, and unſtipendiary ! Thete paths are 
the paths to glory; and let me add, theſe ways are the ways d 
peace: ſo ſhall the proſperity of your country, though without 
*2 tongue to thank you, yet laden with the bleſſings of conſticu- 
tion and of commerce, bear atteſtation to your ſervices, and walt 
on your progreſs with involuntary praiſe! | 


Mr. WILLIAM B. PonsoxByY,—As this queſtion is nothing 
more than a motion to bring in a bill, I will not heſitate at giving 
my vote for it, When the bill comes before the Houſe we will be 
beſt able to judge whether it affects our conſtitutional rights or 
not. To deliberate upon the ſubject is but paying a proper de. 
gree of reſpe& to the perſon who introduces it, I declare myſelf 
as warm a friend to thoſe rights as any man, and I will ever ſup- 
port the conſtitution; but I will reſerve myſelf till I ſee the bil), 
KT then find that it militates againſt the conſtitution, it ſhall have 
My negative, 

Sir Nicuor as LAwWIESSs.— Since this country has recovered 
her conſtitutional and commercial rights, I always thought that: 
ſyſtem of the nature of the propoſitions which paſſed both Houſes 
ef our parliameat, was neceſſary to ſupport à ftiendſhip dee 
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Great Britain and Ireland. From a conviction of this, I ſupported the 
original propoſitions, and I wiſh they had returned agreeable to this 
country. We have heard the outline of the bill which the right 
honourable ſecretary intends to introduce, and [I declare I cannot 
ſee it in the light that ſome gentlemen do; and indeed from the 
very honourable charactes of our preſent chief governor, and the 
high opinion I poſſeſs of the candour and integrity of the right 
honourable ſecretary, I do not think that they could bring for- 
ward a bill ſo oppoſite to the repeated declarations of regard to 
our rights which we have heard him make. For theſe reaſons, 
| wiſh to have leave given to bring in the bill; and after its intro- 
duction, I hope time will be given to the people of the country | 
to conſider it properly ; and if upon conſideration it ſhall be found 
to injure our conſtitutional or commercial rights, I aſſure the 
Houſe I will be one of the laſt to give it my aſſent; but as I hope 
the bill will be found quite the contrary, and as I wiſh to 
ſtrengthen the chain of connettion between the two kingdoms, 
and thew the world that the ſiſter countries are in perfe& har- 
mony, I am for giving leave to bring in the bill, 


Mr. GaRDIN EIA. I will not enter into the ſubjeQ at large, 
as ] think as much as poſlible has been ſaid upon it. The ad- 
miſſion of the bill, and whether it is derogatory to this Houſe, is 
the only queſtion at preſent before us. I do not think that the 
bill is Iikel y to infringe on our conſtitutional or commercial rights, 
and if I did think ſo, no man would be more ready to oppole it. 
| am of opinion, indeed I am convinced, that Treland never can 
participate in the commerce of Great Britain, without conſenting 
to regulate that commerce by a ſimilarity of laws, Many things 
may occur in proceſs of time, that may cauſe jealouſies and rival- 
ſhips injurious to both kingdoms, unleſs their trade is carried on 
by ſimilar laws. Do gentlemen think it poſſible to arrange and 
eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of commerce with Britain on any other terms? 
| think no man can ſay that it is practicable. If the caſe is ſo, and 
gentlemen nevertheleſs refuſe to admit the bill merely becauſe it 
mentions that Ireland is in future to pats ſuch laws, with reſpect 
to commerce, as Great Britain ſhall find it neceſſary to paſs, I will 
aſk, why they entered at all upon the ſubjet? or why did they 
addreſs the crown reſpecting it? I do not thinkthat any reaſonable 
objection can be offered againſt the mode propoſed for the regulati- 
on of the commerce of this country in future, for in fact Ireland 
has been acting under ſimilar laws with England ever fince we 
obtained a free trade. The great objection to the twenty propo- 
litions is, that we are to be bound by Britiſh laws; and a very 
ſtrange objection it is indeed, when it is conſidered that our plan- 
tation trade has hitherto been, and is ſtill to be ſubje& to a ſimilar 
obligation. Now I am ſure that reſolution cannot put us in a 
worte ſituation than we are in at preſent, There is another matter 
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that I muſt take notice af who are to be the judges of the infrac. 
tion of the compact between the two countries? It is declared b 
the bill that the King, Lords, and Commons 'of Great Britain 
muſt pronounce a poſitive ſtatute that Ireland has broken the 
treaty before ſhe can be charged with a breach of it ; but if Ire. 
land thinks that Great Britain has violated it, no other authority 

is thought neceſſary for charging the breach upon her, but an ad- 
dreſs of both houſes of the Iriſh parliament. This is a ſtrong 
guard to Ireland againſt the influence that minifters may be ſup- 

fed ro have over it, and conſequently an advantage on the part 
of Ireland, There is certainly one very great objection to the 
ſyſtem, and that is, while it guards the raw materials of England 
it leaves thoſe of Ireland without any protection; but it is better 
te peak to that point when the bill is before a committee than at 
Fain: it is no reaſon for refuſing leave to bring in the bill in or- 
der that it may be examined. I ſhall vote for the motion, as I] have 
ſo much confidence in the integrity and vigilance of this Houſe, 
on all occaſions, eſpecially when matters cf conſequence to the 
intereſts of this country come under conſideration, that I have 
not a doubt but that the meaſure will be dealt with, upon ex- 
amination, as it deterves, For this reaſon I hope it will be met 
manfully, and not ſhifted in its birth, in compliance with the ad- 
vice of thoſe gentlemen who have declared they will vote againſt 
the bill being brought in. 

Mr. Mason ſaid, he was not ſurprized that the right honour- 
able gentleman [Mr. Grattan) ſhould be exceedingly jealous of 
any meaſure that appeared to him to infringe, even in the lighteſt 
degree, that conſtitutional independence which he himſelf had 
Feitored to this country z but that jealouſy is a paſſion which ap- 
2 itſelf more powertully to the imagination, than it does to 

e underſtanding of the perſons poſſeſſed with it, and is apt, as 
Shakeſpeare tells us, to make the food it feeds on. This, faid 
he, is precifely the caſe of the right honourable gentleman on 
this occaſion, as] will venture to aſſert, that this attack on the 
eonſtitution of Ireland, which he repels with ſo much ability and 
zeal, has no real exiſtence, but is merely the creature of his own 
imagination. | a 

He ſaid, he ſhould not be ſurprized if the commercial regulati- 
ons of the bill now moved for ſhould occaſion à great diverſity of 
opinions, or that ſome of them, when conſidered ſingly, and not 
as compoſing part of a ſyſtem, would appear exceptionable; for 
in a treaty of this nature, every article was in favour of one 

of the parties, there ſhould be an end of that equality which muſt 
neceſſarily be the baſis of any permanent agreement between the 
two nations; but that the objections that had been urged againſt 
thoſe regulations on conſtitutional grounds appeared to him en- 
tirely void of foundation, to be fraught with abſurdity and miſ- 
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chief, and calculated to anſwer the worſt of purpoſes—to ſpread 
a falſe alarm through all parts of the kingdom, to irritate the pub- 
lic without juſt cauſe againſt the Britiſh parli2ment, and to per- 
ſuade the people, that the conſtitutional independence of their 
country was in danger at the very moment that it was moſt ſe- 
cure—at the very moment that all the branches of the legiſlature 
in both kingdoms wer2 vying with each other which cf them 
hould aſſert the independence of Ireland in the ſtrongeſt terms; 
at the very time when the miniſter of Ireland had moved for a bill, 
intended to contain a clauſe for that purpoſe z when the miniſter of 
Great Britain had actually preſented a bilt declaring that the pat- 
liament of Ireland alone was competent to — to bind 
that kingdom in any caſe whatſoever; and when both houſes of 

rliament in Great Britain have concurred in preſenting an ad- 
drefs to the throne, containing the like explicit declaration; nay, 
even the ſtipulation required by Great Britain, that we ſhould 
adopt her future commercial regulations, is the ſtrongeſt acknow- 
ledgment of our independence; for var” has ſhe departed on this 
occaſon from her eſtabliſhed practice of regulating the commerce 
of every part of the empire by her own parliament only? Why 
has ſhe now relinquiſhed that power which ſhe has exerciſed 
without controul for 120 years? Becauſe ſhe acknowledges the 
independence of Ireland; becauſe ſhe well knows that no act of 
her parliament will be conſidered as valid by the people of this 
country, if it be not confirmed by their own legiſlature, 

He ſaid, that he had liſtened with attention to the ſeveral 
clauſes of the intended bill, and ſhould not heſitate to aſſert, 
that if there was any one clauſe more abſolutely neceſſary than 
the reſt, any one with which it was impoſſible to diſpenſe, it was 
that very clauſe which the right honourable gentleman had re- 
probated : For what is the obje of the preſent negociation be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland? It is to form upon princi- 
ples of juſtice and equality a final and permanent adjuſtment of 
commerctal intercourle between the two countries. Now, if you 
take into confideration only the commercial regulations at preſent 
exiſting, you may form a ſyſtem that will be juſt and equal; 
but in order to render it permanent alſo, you muſt go ſome- 
what farther—you muſt look forward to futurity, and take care 
not only that the commercial regulations of both kingdoms are 
the ſame at this day, but that they ſhall ever be the ſame at all 
umes hereafter. If you do not that, your ſyſtem can neither 
be final or permanent, and your eternal adjuſtment will laſt but 
for a ſeſſion. A perpetual conformity of commercial regulations 
s neceſfary to render the ſyſtem permanent, which can never be 
preſerved unleſs the parliament of one country ſhall agree to adopt 
the commercial regulations that ſhall, from time to time, be 


eſtabliſhed in the other; the queſtion therefore is reduced to this 
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ſingle point, in which of theſe kingdoms the future commercial 
regulations of the empire ought properly to originate ? Shall 
they originate in Ireland, a country that as yet has but little 
experience in matters of commerce, in the infancy of its trade, 
manufaQures and induſtry? Or ſhall they originate in Great 
Britain, the greateſt commercial nation upon earth, the ſeat of 
empire, and of courſe the kingdom on which muſt depend your 
treaties of commerce with foreign nations? She is miſtreſs of the 
colonies to which the principal part of our trade will be directed, 
and the miſtreſs of the navy that muſt protect that trade. There 
is ſurely no man ſo blindly prejudiced in favour of his country as 
not to acknowledge that the future commercial regulations off the 
empire ought rather to originate in Great Britain than in Ireland, 

When Mr. Yelverton propoſed his bill for adopting in this 
kingdom all ſuch commercial laws of Great Britain as conferred 
equal bene ts, and impoſed equal burdens on the ſubjeQs of both 
kingdoms, the motion was received with general applauſe ; now 
the only purport of the clauſe in queſtion is, to extend to futurity 
the proviſions of this bill, which you all approved of, and to re- 
commend it to ſucceeding parliaments to adopt ſuch future com- 
mercial regulations as ſhall be founded on the ſame principles of 
Juſtice and equality. 

He then begged leave to remind the Houſe of the terms on 
which we now enjoy the privilege of trading with the Britiſh 
tiny : The terms, he ſaid, were, that we ſhould conform 

om time to time to ſuch rules and reſtrictions as Great Britain 
ſhould enaQ for regulating the Weſt India trade, and alſo that we 
ſbould adopt ſuch duties on all commodities exported from hence 
to the plantations, and imported from them, as Great Britain im- 
poſed upon the ſame articles not only the duties exiſting at that 
day, but alſo thoſe that Great Britain ſhould think proper to lay 
on at any future time z and accordingly, though we paſſed one 
equalizing bill in 1780, we were forced to paſs another in the 
following ſeſſion, in order that our duties might correſpond with 
thoſe which Great Britain had impoſed within that interval. 
Thoſe, ſays he, are the terms dictated by Great Britain, and ac- 
cepted by Ireland on that occaſion. Did the right honourable 
gentleman's pride revolt againſt this ſtipulation ? Did he reject 
with ſcorn theſe humiliating conditions, as infringing on the le- 
giſlative independence of Ireland? No, Sir, he received this con- 
eeſſion, like the reſt of his fellow citizens, with ſatisfaction and 
gratitude z yet this ſtipulation was ſurely more offenſive than that 
- which is the ſubject of the preſent debate ;; for in order to avail 
ourſelves of the treaty which we are- now about to conclude, 
nothing is required but that Ireland ſhall adopt ſuch commercial 
regulations of the Britith parliament as ſball confer equal benefits, 
and impoſe equal burdens on the ſubje& of both kingdoms, and 
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ſhall tend at the ſame time to increaſe the ſhipping and mariners of 
the empire, But in order to enjoy the commerce of the planta- 
tions, We bind ourſelves not only to adopt her regulations, but 
alſo to impoſe ſuch duties as Great Britain ſhall preſcribe on all 
commodities, whether native or foreign, exported to the Weſt In- 
dies, and on every article imported from thence, rum only except- 
ed. He therefore contended for it, that this was the more offen- 
five ſtipulation of the two, as if every country was to be jealous 
of the interference of a foreign legiſlature, ſhe, ought ſurely to 
be moſt ſo in matters that relate to the impoſition of taxes. 

He ſuppoſed it would be ſaid, that by accepting of the trade 
to the plantations, on the terms he had ſtated, Ireland bound 
herſelf to nothing; that ſhe had it always in her power to refuſe 
to impoſe the ſame duties with Great Britain, and that the only 
conſequence of that refuſal would be a ſuſpenſion of our trade to 
the Weſt Indies, with reſpect to that article, the duty on which 
we refuſed to equalize z but he ſaid, that in the preſent caſe we 
ſtood preciſely on the ſame ground, for that it would be always in 
the power of the parliament of Ireland to reje& the commercial 
regulations of Great Britain, and that the only conſequence of 
that rejection would be, a diſſolution of the preſent treaty. . 

No man, he ſaid, would be ſo ignorant as to imagine, that Great 
Britain required by this ſtipulation that we ſhould paſs any law, 
rendering it compulſory in future parliaments to regiſter the com- 
mercial edits of Great Britainz every man of common ſenſe 
muſt know that this is impoſlible ; that it is not in the power of a 
parliament by any act of theirs to bind ſucceeding parliaments, or 
even to bind themſelves in a ſubſequent ſeſſion. All we bind our- 
ſelves to by accepting of this condition, is, to adopt ſuch laws 
233 have been paſſed by Great Britain ſince Mr. Yelverton's bill, 
impoſing equal burthens, and conferring equal benefits on the 
ſubjeQs of both kingdoms, and then to recommend it to ſucceed- 
ng parliaments to follow our example, and to adopt from time to 
time ſuch further regulations as ſhall be founded on the ſame 
principles of juſtice and equality.—But notwithſtanding our re- 
commendation and example, every future parliament will have it 
at its option either to adopt or reje& theſe regulations. How 
then, ſaid he, in the name of God, can this ſtipulation affect the 
ſupremacy of the Iriſh legiſlature ? ; 

He expreſſed his hope that this treaty, if concluded, would be 
final and permanent, but deſired the Houſe would recollec chat 
they were not about to form an indiſſoluble contraR, like the 
treaty of union between England and Scotland ; for the moment 
the act of union paſſed, the parliament of Scotland was anni- 
hilated, or rather merged in that of Great Britain ; and if the 
articles of union had proved highly oppreſſive to the people of 
Tn they were left GT , ource, except what they 

ol. V. 
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ſhould find in the moderation of the Britiſh parliament, or the 
hazards of a civil war; the body of men, to whom they would 
otherwiſe have applied for redreſs, no longer exiſted ; their 
parliament was no more; but the parliament of Ireland, not- 
withſtanding this treaty, will remain in full vigour, and will 

$ be able to rejeQ, if they pleaſe, the regulations of Great 


always 

itain. 1 75 

He ſaid, that he was confident it would ever be our intereſt 
to adopt thoſe regulations z for though we could not be too jea- 
Tous of the monòpolizing fpirit of that kingdom, whilſt the af- 
ſumed the right of making laws to bind us, and of promoting, 
her own commerce by the deſtruction of outs; from the time 
that, in conſequence of the preſent treaty, the commerce of 
both countries will become the ſame, and their intereſts ſo uni- 
ted, that it will be impoſſible for Great Britain to make any 
laws injurious to our trade, which will not be equally fatal to 
her own, we ſhall run no hazard by adopting the policy of the 
wiſeſt commercial people in Europe, But if contrary to every 
reaſonable expectation, Great Britain fhould happen to — any 
laws injurious to the commerce of the empire; if Old England 
ſhould fall into à ſtate of dot ge, and grow too fooliſh to under- 
ſtand or to purſue her real intereſts, it will then be in the power, 
and become the duty of the parliament of Ireland to declare 
off from any commercial contedtion with that devoted people 
and the worſt that can happen to us is, that after having enjoyed 
for centuries together a full participation of the Britiſh commerce, 
and increaſed both the wealth and conſequence of the nation 
by that participation, we may be forced in the end to break off 
this connection, and ſtand preciſely in the ſame ſituation, with 
reſpeR to that kingd-m, that we do at this day. 


Sir Henxy CavexDisu—Sir, I have attended with great an- 
xiety to the opening-of this buſineſs, and I confeſs I have attended 
with a great deal of partiality to what fell from the right honour- 
able gentleman over the way, and my earneſt wiſh was to coin- 
cide with him, if I poſſibly could. I am well aware of, 
and indeed I lament & unpleaſant ſituation, into which this 
buſineſs bas plu the adminiſtration 3 —an adminiſtration 
that I have always ſuppported becauſe I believed they had abli- 
ties equal to their ſituation, and honeſty equal to any thing. 
The motion for leave to bring in a bill, is reckoned very 
ſtrong ground, and it is an excellent motion for quieting the par- 
liamentaty conſciences of gentlemen; but it is to be conſideted, 
whether the bill to be brought in is to contain any thing deroga- 
tory tothe legiſlative rights of Ireland. Sir, the right honour- 
able gentleman has been peculiarly candid in ſtating what is to be 
the ſubje& matter of it; and though I know he thinks that part, 
_ reſpeRing the legiſlative rights of the parliament of Ireland, does 
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he ant militate againſt thoſe rights; though he thinks the enacting 
the fourth of the twenty propoſitions paſſed in in is nothing 

more than a neceſſar y condition; yet as I am of a very different 

opinion from him in that particular, it is for that reaſon I ſhall 
rate againft giving the right honourable gentleman leave to bring 
in the bill, which I think is the moſt fair, manly, and honeſt way 
of Van rather than paying him the empty compliment of giv- 
ing him leave to have the bill brought in, and then vote againſt 
the paſſing it through the Houſe, Therefore, Sir, I ſhall give a 
degꝛtive at once to the preſent queſtion, I am ſorry I cannot 
indulge that partiality I have for the preſent adminiſtration z but 
ny intereſt as a man, as an Iriſhman, the intereſt and honour of 
the nation, call aloud upon me to reject a meaſure ſo deſtructive, 
in my opinion, to the legiſlative rights of Ireland. I cannot 
radily ſuppoſe that this Houſe will paſs the bill. This I will 
lay, if they ſhall, they will have betrayed the truſt repoſed in 
them by their country z they will have rendered themſelves 
odious to every honeſt man in the kingdom; but I truſt and be- 
lere, they will not ſo far diſgrace themfelves. But if this bill 
hould paſs into a law, then | fay, every legal conſtitutional ſtep 
ought to be taken, to get it repealed as ſoon as poſſible, The 
wer, people of this kingdom have too much ſpirit and honeſty to fic 
down quiet undet ſuch a law. Sir, it requires no ſkill, no abi- 

ople 3 Wi ities to rouſe the people of this kingdom againſt this meaſure z 
joyed BY they are already rouſed ; the difficulty will be to appeaſe them. 
If any thing 1 ever ſaid in this Houſe could be remembered, 

nation Bl gentlemen will recollect, that I have always been an enemy to 
ak off Bi japcoper applications from the people, and have ſtood forward 
wich n oppoſition to indecent expreſſions in this Houſe upon that 
lubjef, tending to rouſe the people to an illegal reſiſtance of the 

at an- uthority of this Houſe, If I could ſpeak to the people of Ire- 
tended ld if I could extend my voice from one end of the kingdom 
onour- the utmoſt verge of the other, I would recommend patience 
» coin- ud peace. If this bill ſhould paſs, I would — 
are of, '4tional petitions to both houſes of parliament, conſtitutional - 
ch this Wl beiitions to the King for the regen of it. I would repeat thoſe 
ſtration W beutions decently and fervently, if the fuſt applications did 
1 abi -t ſucceed ; if parliament ſhould not liſten to ſuch a conſtitu- 
- thing: tonal method of applying for the repeal of the bill, a queſtion 
d very would then come betore the public of a ſerious nature indeed; 
the par- 4ueſtion ſo ſerious, and ſo very much affecting the exiſtence 
fidered, d this kingdom as an independent nation, that I ſhall not now 
deroga- ie into the conſideration of it. I ſhould lament the neceſſity 
honour- d going into the conſideration of the origin of government, of 
is to be de compact upon which ſocieties are formed, by which the 
vat part, I Keple give up a part of their liberty for the protection of the 
id, docs nder. e 2 to agitate that que pon 


bz 
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May it ſleep for ever! It leads me, however, to make an appli- \ 
cation on the placemen and penſioners of this Houſe, and give 
me leave to fay, I ſpeak of ſome of them with reſpet—ſome dec 
there ate who ad from principle, and would diſdain to barter WY) dl 
the rights of their country for the emoluments of office. Some WM © 
penſioners too there are who have done ſervice to their coun- ve 
try 3 ſome who are penſioned in conſequence of addreſſes of pub 
this Houſe z but ſhould this bill paſs; their occupition would He 
be gone—there would be no neceſſity for government to apply Wl * © 
to members for their votes upon any queltion z we ſhould be WI ont 
an Houſe of regiſtry only—a record of the edits of Great WM be: 
Britain,—Votes would not be wanted, ſalaries would not be Had 
given, penſions would ceaſe, and the few neceſſary offices for Wl ©? 
tranſacling the public buſineſs would alone remain, and they too, dh 
in all probability, in the courte of a few years, would be in the 50 
hands of Britons. Therefore 1 would recommend it to gentle- de 
men to ioppoſe adminiſtration on this occafion one and all, and bac 
not a man of you will be turned out, n 

This, Sir, is no queſtion of party. Look at the conduct of Won 
gentlemen on both fides of the water ; gentlemen of the fame I 7 
party ſupport, and oppoſe the meaſure ; oppoſe it in England, le 
ſupport it in Ireland. It is no queſtion of family; one brother I te 
with an Iriſh voice pleads for the independence of this kingdom, ge 
and rejects the bill; another brother, for whom J entertain 2 ok 
very great eſteem, and who always aQs like an honeft man, is 
of à different opinion, and thinks he is ſupporting the rights " 
of Ireland. It is not a queſtion of the adminiſtration of this „ 


country or of Great Britain, it is an Iriſh queſtion, it is a queſ- 10 
tion of national independence, it is a — of the legiſlative bo 
exiſtence of this kingdom, it is a queſtion- Iriſhmen will not * 


give up but with their lives. I ſay nothing of the commercial 
part of the bill; I don't pretend to underſtand it. Many regu- 
lations, however, of the commercial part of it do appear to bon 

me to be beneficial to Ireland, and very poſſibly we may neve! %; 


have a better offer as to commerce z but what is commerce with- lia 
out liberty to enjoy it? What is property without liberty? — 
The queſtion lies in the narroweſt compaſs ; ſeveral propoſitions 
were offered to vour conſideration, we agreed to them! We gave 72 
140, O00“. a year taxes for the offer ; the propoſitions went to . 
England, they were altered; additions, tegulations, moditica- He y 
tions were added to them, and they were rendered inadmiflible * 
in this country by the conditions annexed. We were duped — 
into the grant of 140, ooo. Government here were duped, f 10 - 
they thought the eleven propoſitions would be agreed to; bete * þ 
then is the compact with the conditions, will you have them, | * 
or will you reject them? I anſwer, reject them. For one, Sit, — 
under al theſe circumſtances, coupled as they are together, | 


will not accept the compact, and I ſpurn at the conditions, 


r 373 
Mr. Buxcn (of Oldtown) requeſted to be underſtood as mean- 


pli- jog no perſonal diſreſpect to the right honourable ſecretary, and 
Ne declared he could not give his aſſent to the introduction of the 
ome i din, becauſe he had no manner of confidence in the mover, He 
dee could not give him his confidence, becauſe he conſidered ſteadi- 
ne Bl refs of conduct, as in private life, a mark of honeſty; ſo in a 
dun. public ſituation he looked on it as a ſign of prudence and rectitude. 
5 of BY He could not give him his confidence, becauſe, though this was 
ou 2 commercial treaty, and the merchants of England had been 
pply conſulted on it, yet the right honourable gentleman had not taken 
de de advice of ſuch as fituation rendered competent to give advice. 
vent BY had the merchants of Cork—had the chamber of commerce—had 
" any trading body of men in this country been conſulted ? The 
* 0 Wl tight honourable gentleman had two ſyſtems of aQting—one for 
| — the country, and another for England. He could not, therefore, 
1 1 doe ſuch duplicity, ſuch deceit his confidence, When the right 
_ donourable gentleman was in London, and his character traducedz 
aud ben his words were rung through the Engliſh Houſe of Com- 
CP LL of which he was a member, inſtead of uſing the opportu- 
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tity of defending his reputation, afforded him by that fituation, 
he kulked in ſome corner of the Treaſury, and meanly quibhled 
out a difference between mart and emporium: A diſtinctlon the 
ſagacity of a Johnſon could not make, for he had the curioſity to 
bok into his dictionary and found he explained one word by the 
other, On this account he could put no confidence in the right 


2 lonourable gentleman. He could never confide in him, becauſe 
of Shin be was ſure, had he- been prefent, he would have e 
 aueſ- . Pitt on the eleventh OY For however he diſagreed 
ie nich Mr. Pitt, it was confined to this country. In England 
Inn not would have perfectly coincided with him. Another reafon 


vby he would vote againſt the introduction of the bill was, he 


ia] og Rl 5: 
AP put no confidence in the miniſter of Great Britain z becauſe, after 


| * ming ten propoſitions and ſending them over here to the right 

never I bnourable gentleman, in order to procure the concurrence of 
1 lament, he afterwards permitted them to be altered to twenty : 
iber)! , was himſelf the mover of the moſt objectionable parts. He 


could not confide in the author of the inſolent and infamous fourth 
propoſition, The miniſter himſelf originally propoſed that pro- 
pltion, without even the latter words as they now ſtand in the 


ſitions 
N e gave 


iſe elolytion, In ſuch miniſters, or ſuch men, he could not confide. 
1miſſible He would vote againſt the reception of this bill, becauſe he had 
* w confidence in the parliament of Great Britain, becauſe the par- 


lament of Great Britain had already broke faith with Ireland. 
tle would not adduce the hiſtory of their condu with reſpect to 
ie act of William, whereby it was agreed that England, when 
e gave up our woollen trade, ſhould advance our linen to the 


moſt of her power. Every gentleman in the Houſe knows how 
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it was groſly violated. In violation of this treaty ſhe refufed 
our fail cloth. Is not fail cloth linen manufacture? But what 
are the terms of this ſtipulation? Give us the power to make 
laws for you, and you ſhall be permitted to ſend us your ſail cloth, 
which by a former treaty we were bound to promote to the utmoſi 
of our power. The miniſter would not have introduced the he 
fourth propoſition, if he had not perceived the idea of legiſlating de 
for ireland as pleaſing to the parliament of Great Britain as to fi 
himſelf, and that any ſtep towards that ſo much deſired point 
would not fail to make the whole buſineſs palatable, | 
Another and his principal reaſon for reſiſting the introduction of an. 
this bill was, he thought it beneath the ſpirit of the Houſe, dero- 


me 
gatory from the dignity of the nation, to enter into any negotia- ed. 
tions whatever, while ſuch an inſult to a free people as the fourth int 


propoſition is ſufiered to remain on the Engliſh ſtatute books, us 
and aſſured the Houſe it was with difficulty he could himſelf re- 


preſs his ſenſe of the injury ſo as not immediately to move an - 
addreſs aſſerting the rights of Ireland, and ſtating the impudence 16 
and audacity with which we had been treated. us 

He would not, he ſaid, ever barter commerce for conſtitution ; Er 


he would rather remain poor and free than be the richeſt ſlave in to, 
India. But, ſaid he, what comfort does the right honourable int 

ntleman hold out to us ? Give me the management, and if you | 
9 not like how 1 uſe the power, Why you may take it back le; 


m. em 
But let me, faid he, aſſure the Houſe a matter once impoſed Er 
is not eaſily ſhook off, nor is the right of legillation once ſutren- we 
dered more calily recovered, Were a man in terms however to 
ſweetened and plauſible to adviſe him to commit a treaſon, he ple 


ſhould be convinced he conſidered him as a traitor, otherwiſe he co 
would not dare to make the propoſition; he ſhould therefore de 
ſpurn at this propoſal with indignation, While he looked on the Nl 
nefarious counſellor with contempt, Were. the right honourable 

entleman's bill to contain a thouſand times more benefits than he 

id it did, if it deſired him to commit a treaſon againſt the liberty 
of his country, he would reje& it with ſcorn, and ſooner than 
vote that it ſhould be brought in, would vote that the right ho- 

noutable gentleman ſhouid be put out of that Houſe, 

The Engliſh Houſe of Commons had ſpent five months in ext- 
mination of this ſubicct. Every one except Iriſh and foreigners 
was permitted to offer any evidence they had at their bar. But 
what time was allowed this Houſe to make enquiry? None! 
When the right honourable gentleman had been requeſted to give 
the Houſe ſome idea of the plan, he declined complying with the 
requeſt; and now, without allowing the fmalleſt opportunity to 
gentlemen of preparing themſelves for its reception, he came down 
with a bill the ſame in ſpirit and principle with the twenty Eng 


nity to 
e down 
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He faid that all the alterations made in the eleven propoſitions 
had paſſed the Commons and the Lords of En gland, and had been 
followed up by an addreſs declaring the alterations to be eſſential. 
He faid England had frequently broke her faith in negociatin 
with this country. When we ſurrendered the woollen trade, bud 
be, in 1699, a trade in which we had acquired knowledge and 
dexterity, for the linen, to which we were then almoſt perfect 
firangers, mark the flouriſhing circumſtances of this country, In 
our dealings with England, the balance was go, cool. a year in 
gur favour : But England was not yet induced by her jealouſy 
and deſire of enriching herſelf at our expence, to make our com- 
mercial regulations. We made our own regulations and proſper- 
ed. What was our condition when England thought proper to 
interpoſe and eaſe us of that trouble: Every . ak year ſaw 
us in a worſe, till at length our poverty became too urgent to 
permit us any longer to be ſilent z nay, even to compel us to 
commit this kingdom on its commercial rights, This period from 
1699 to 1779, he ſaid, furniſhed no very cogent reaſons to induce 
us once again to entruſt the management of our recovered trade to 
England. When they had that power, the uſe they converted it 
to, was no great encouragement for us to put it a ſecond time 
into their hands. 

He ſaid if we were to intruſt England with our commercial 
legiſlation, it was probable that none but Engliſhmen would be 
employed in the collection of our revenue, for the jealouſy of 
England would lead her to imagine, that principles of patriotiſm 
would induce Iriſh officers to negle& enforcing regulations hoſtile 
to the intereſts of their country, which negle&, the ſame princi- 
ples might induce their ſuperior Iriſh officers to connive at. The 
conſequence would be, in order to remedy the matter, care would 
_ to fill both inferior and ſuperior departments with Eng- 

men, 

After repeating part of the chapter in magna charta, which 
regulates the dealings of merchants, and orders them free ingreſs 
and egreſs into and out of the kingdom, he ſtated that the great 
charter was part of the conſtitution of this land, and conſequent- 
ly that our ports ſhould of right be open. When England there- 
fore had undertaken to ſhut them, had made a breach of this 
foundation of our liberties ſhe was not warranted to make by any 
principle of juſtice, equity, or conſtitution. He ſaid that this 
country had ſuffered many calamities by the uſurpation of Eng- 
land, and aſked if they were attributable to any other cauſe? 
Were they attributed to any other nation! Could they be 
Charged to France? No ! had it not been for ſtolen intercourſe 
with that kingdom, we had not been able to retain the little of 
trade we did, Had it not been for that kingdom, we had never 
been able to ſupport the demands of Great Britain on our poverty. 


— 
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It was owing to that kingdom, that we were able to retain any 
trade at all. - 
He ſaid it had been urged in another country, againſt the ori- 
inal propoſitions, that cheapneſs in labour would effe& more 
— than great capital, great correſpondence and great dexterity 
could among them. Labour in Ireland, it is true, is cheap; but 
what is that cheapneſs owing to? It is owing to our miſery, and 
2 miſery is owing to Great Britain, Had it not been for Great 
ritain, and the regulations of Great Britain, our humanity would 
not be ſhocked with ſeeing creatures living inſide of dunghills, 
and crawling from them half naked and half ſtarved ; they might 
be better lodged, This country had induſtry, and fair play 
would afford them the neceſſaties, not to ſay convenjencies of 
life, in as ample a manner as they are enjoyed by people of their 
rank in England. But inſtead of permitting us thoſe advantages 
deſigned by God and nature, do not we remember when every 
captain of a man of war was forced to diſgrace the gentleman and 
ſoldier with the commiſſion of an exciſe-man, when not a boat 
cur leave any of our harbours but muſt be ſearched ? But this 
ind of intemperance has loſt them America; let them take care 
it does not alſo loſe them Ireland. 


The Right Honourable the Arroxxney GENERAL called for 
the reſolutions agreed to unanimouſly on the 2oth of December, 
1779, in theſe words: | 


© Reſolved, nem. con. That a liberty to trade with the Britiſh 
& colonies in America and the Weſt Indies, and the Britiſh ſettle- 
£ ments on the coaft of Africa, in like manner as the trade is 
carried on between Great Britain and the ſaid colonies and ſet- 
tlements, will be productive of very great commercial bene- 


fits, will be a moſt affectionate mark of the regard and attention 


of Great Britain ta our diſtreſſes, and will give new vigour to 
© the zeal of his Majeſty's brave and loyal people of Ireland, to 
ſtand forward in tupport of his Majeſty's perſon and govern- 
« ment, and the intereſt, the honour, and the dignity of the Bri- 
« tith empire.” | 


He was proceeding to refer to the events, when he was inter- 
rupted by 


Mr. Coxol Tv, who ſaid, he thought it neceſſary to inform 
the right honourable gentleman that we had not a free conſtitution 
n 

The ATTorNty General faid he did not allude to any 
thing that had been ſaid by the right honourable gentleman, but 
as he had been interrupted by him, it was probable that he would 
allude to him before he ſat down; and, ſaid he, perhaps the 
preſent moment may be the moſt proper. The right honourable 
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gentleman has ſaid that this ſubject is ſo delicate and fo very in- 


tricate, that it is nearly incomprehenſible; and in the ſame inſtant 
he declares the whole ſyſtem to be deſtructive of the commerce 
of this kingdom, and ſubverſive of its legiſlative independence; 
He aſks for time for the people to underſtand the ſyſtem, and will 
not conſent to have a bill brought in that will point out to them 
what they are to underſtand. The right honourable gentleman 
aſſerts that the bill is ruinous to the trade of this country, though 
he has never read it, and therefore cannot underſtand it. 


Mr. ConoLLy faid that his argument was miſtated by the 
Attorney General, 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL,—T believe J have not miſtated 
the right honourable gentlemen's arguments, but if he feels any 
3 at having them repeated, or at any obſervation I have 
made, he knows that my reſpect for him is ſo great that I cannot 
proceed in any matter that could give him pain. I am certain 
that, to the beſt of his judgment, he does what he thinks for the 
good of his country. I ſhall now proceed as I intended when 
| firſt got up. | — 

As my right honourable friend [Mr. Grattan] alluded to the 
memorable æra of 1779, I —_ it neceſſary to remind him of the 
unanimous ſenſe of the Houſe and the nation upon the ſubjeQ, 
and to remind him, that the grant of the colony trade was at that 
time deemed an act of liberality, which ought to attach us to 
Great Britain. How it has happened that the extenſion and per- 
manent eſtabliſhment of the principle, which at that time was ths 
ſubject of oyerſtrained applauſe and gratitude, has now become 4 
topic of popular clamour and diſcontent; how it has happened 
that a voluntary and precarious grant of the colony trade, in 1999, 
was conſidered an affectionate mark of Britiſh liberality, and that an 
extended and irrevocable grant of the ſame trade, in 1785, it 
conſidered as an inſult and an injury z how my right honourable 
friend will reconcile his conduct and his language in 1779, to 
his conduct and his language on this day, by what twiſt of argu · 
ment he will be able to reconcile to the nation, opinions ſo vio- 
lently contraſted and inconſiſtent, 1 am free to acknowledge I want 
ſagacity to diſcover. 

That I may not incur the hazard of contradiction, when I ſtate 
what was in 1779 conſidered perfect freedom of trade, I will te- 
cur to the words of a gentleman now in my eye, [Mr. Flood] 
delivered in this aſſembly on the 2oth of December, 1779: 
* What is a free trade ? 7 one of the firſt and moſt decided 
in uſing the term. It is a trade to the whole world, ſubject to the 
reſtraints of our own legiſlature, and that of the country with 
which you trade ; conſequently in Britain, and the Britiſh Colo- 
nies, ſubje ct to the reſtriQtions of the Britiſh legiſlature. This, 
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ſays he, is a principle as clear as the ſun, which ſhines upon our 
reviving empire, and wide as the univerſe, if the Heavens were 
wider than they are.” This, Sir, is the honourable gentleman's 
definition of a free ttade; and upon his own principles, clear ay 
the ſun, and wide as the univerſe, I meet him upon the preſent 
queſtion. From 1979 to 1784, we reſted ſatisfied upon the ſub- 
ject of trade ; but in 1784, it was diſcovered that the commer- 
cial intercourſe beteen Great Britain and Ireland, was unequal ; 
that ſbe poured her manufactures in upon us, and ſhut our manu- 
faQures out from her markets. But above all, it was complained 
that by the conſiruQtion which ſhe put upon her navigation laws, 
we were prohibited from importing into England the produce of 
her colonies, whilſt ſhe claimed a right and we acquieſced in the 
claim, to import into this country, from England, the produce of 
the whole world. The remedy propofed was, to commence a 
war of prohibitory duties, but the good fenſe of the Houſe ſaw 
how deſtructive ſuch a meaſure muſt be, and rejected it by as re- 
ſpectable a majority as ever appeared within thoſe walls. An 
honourable member then thought it neceſſary to move an addreſs 
to the throne, that the ſervant of the crown might be directed to 
employ the interval between that time and the preſent ſeſſion in 
digeſting a plan of commercial intercourte between Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, upon equitable and liberal principles. I have 
heard gentlemen ſay, they thought that addreſs did allude to pro- 
tecting duties, but Iwill not pay their memories a compliment at 
= expence of their underſtandings; it is impoſſible they could 
ve underſtood that this addreſs alluded to protecting duties; the 
words of the addreſs ſpeak the ſenſe very plainly, and protecting 
duties had been juſt rejected, as a wild nonſenſical project. 

A ſyſtem of commercial intercourſe therefore was called for by 
the parliament of Ireland, and I truſt I ſhall hear it again aſſerted, 
that this has been a ſubject obtruded upon the nation. The 
unanimous addreſs of the Commons = the lie direct to that 
aſſertion z accordingly the outline of the ſyſtem which has been 
called fo:, was ſubmitted to the Houſe in eleven propoſitions, 
early in this ſeſſion. The leading features of it were, That 
the markets of both countries ſhould be open to the manufactures 
of each other z that Great Britain ſhould ſecure and make per- 
manent to us, the grant of the colony trade, which by the ſettle- 
ment of 1779, as my right honourable friend has termed it, was 

ecarious and revocable, and that ſhe ſhould relax her navigation 

aws in our favour.” For the preſent I ſhall not go into the detail 

of this ſyſtem, but I muſt remind gentlemen, that England by this 
agreement binds herſelf to ſecure to this country the monopoly 
of her tuarket in the article of linens. And I muſt remind them 
alſo, that a gentleman of the firſt abilities, a leader of Engliſh 
oppolition, did ftate emphatically in the Britiſh ſenate, that Bri- 


1 379 


tain, by ſo doing, gave up her beſt protection againſt the future 
caprices of this country. | 

As to the liberty of ſending our. manufaQtures to the 
Britiſh markets, I _ own I had not very ſanguine ex- 
pectations of advantage from it. But Sir, I prize the advan- 
tages of a relaxation in her navigation laws very highly. I 
think that without ſuch a relaxation we have little proſpect in- 
deed of any foreign trade. Becauſe, if the Triſh merchant has 
not the certain iſſue of the Engliſh market for foreign commodi- 
ties, he has no ſpur to enterprize and ſpeculation, But if Eng- 
land relaxes her navigation laws in our favour, ſhe has a right to 
expect that we ſball protect and cheriſh the ſhips and mariners 
of the empire, as ſhe has protected them. She has a right to 


expect that we will follow her in a code of laws, which have 


been the ſource of her commercial opulence, the prime origin of 
her maritime ſtrength z and therefore it is folly ro ſuppoſe that 
England will ever truſt the protection and encouragement of her 
ſhips and mariners to any other power on earth; and it is a fact, 
that our trade with England is of greater value than our trade 


with the reſt of the world. If we were to loſe it, in fix months 


you would not have gold in circulation for the common occaſions 
of life. l 

This is the outline of the ſyſtem propoſed and approved of al- 
moſt univerſally, early in the ſeſſion, and I call upon any man 
to ſhew me where the principle or ſpirit of this ſyſtem has been 
departed from in the Engliſh propoſitions, or in the bill inttodu- 
ced by the Engliſh miniſter. 

But it was neceſſary to combat the prejudices of the Britiſh 
manufacturers, and the oppoſition of a party, many of whom do, 
I am ſatisfied, oppoſe any extenſion of the trade and commerce 
of Ireland. 

God forbid that I ſhould impute wrong motives to any man 
I am ſatisfied that it is the principle of ſome of the leading men of 
the preſent oppoſition, not to extend the trade and commerce of 
Ireland; and if I did not chuſe to keep this ſubject clear of 
any thing which may look like a queſtion of Engliſh party, would 

ove to the conviQtion of every man who hears me, that the 
eight of Ireland in the ſcale of the empire muſt for ever prove 
an obſtacle to the great object of their political career. | 
Wich reſpe@ to the Eaſt India trade, I muſt inform the right 
honourable gentleman, that it is a queſtion, in my mind, of 
no doubt or difficulty, that we have by a law of Ireland con- 
firmed the monopoly of the Eaſt India Company; and there- 
fore, ſo long as thei charter laſts, we are bound by it. And 
were this charter expired, I believe our proſpect of a trade to 
India, even if it were our intereſt to interfere with Great Britain, 
is very remote indeed, |—\ © | | 

The right honourable gentleman has faid, that we gain but 
a ſpeck of advantage in the permiſſion granted. to Eaſt India 
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Gps to touch at Iriſh ports in their paſſage out; and yet this was 
one very great cauſe of the clamour raifed in England againſt the 
ſyſtem 3 for Mr. Wedgwood, and two other men, who were ex- 
amĩniaed upon the ſubject, at the bar of the Houſe of Lords, did 
not heſitate to declare, that glaſs, and ſome other articles, were 
| Hkely to be exported from Ireland to the Eaſt Indies, and in ſuch 

quantities as would prove extremely injurtous to the manufactureri 
of England. 

As to the Eaſt India trade, the gentleman is much miſtaken, 
Whenever the charter of the company ſhall expire, Ireland will, 
upon the fame terms as the ſubjects of England, be enabled to 
trade with all the Britiſh poſſeſſions in the Eaſt as to Britiſh colo- 


= 2 N : nies, and to all the independent ſtates without reſtriction. 


Mr. Gaar TAN roſe to explain. He ſaid that we were to be pre- 
vented for ever from trading with the Eaſt Indies during the exiſtence 
of a chartered company, and from ever carrying on a trade to thoſe 
parts, even after its expiration except under Britiſh regulations. 


 TheATTornevy General. —The right honourable gentleman 
istotally and * miſtaken, and there cannot be a ſtronger ar- 
umeat for the introduction of the bill than he has furniſhed ; for 
it now appears that he is altogether miſtaken in his idea of the fun- 
damentals of it. It is objected to the ſyſtem, that in it we ſtipu- 
late not to trade with the colonies of foreign ſtates, Now Irequeſt 
of gentlemen to attend to this objection. It is modeſtly deſired 
that Great Britain ſhould grant irrevocably to this country a right 
to trade with her colonies and plantations, and leaves it inour dif- 
cretion, at any time, to trade with foreign colonies and plantations, 
to the prejudice of Britain and Britiſh plantations z nay more, it 
is deſired that England ſhould open her ports to receive the product 
of the Weſt Indies through the medium of Ireland, and truſt to 
the ſcrupulous honour ot the Iriſh merchants not to deceive her 
by impoſing the produce of foreign colonies upon Great Britain in 
her own markets, to the utter ruin of the Britiſh plantations. But 
can any thing be more juſt, if we are to ſhare with England her 
colony trade, than that we ſhould give to her colonies 2 monopoly 
of our market? It has been inſinuated, that we could trade to 
more advantage with the colonies of foreign ſtates z but what fo- 
* reign ſtate will allow us to trade with her colonies ? Will Spain 
admit us into Mexico, or arias, into the Brazils ? Who is to 
protect us it thole foreign ſtates thall not da us juſtice ? Or who is 
to ailert our rights if they ſhail be violated? But admit for a mo- 
ment we could trade with the colonies of foreign ſtates, in exclu- 
non to the colonies of Britain, would not this be an act of open 
koftility, and call for retajiation ? 
The right honourable gentleman is miſtaken as to the ſettlement 
of 1579 5 it was a voluntary grant, revocable at pleaſure z and one 
great argument in favour of the pretent ſettlement is, that by it 
that grant is rendered irte vocable. | 
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1 now come to the great argument of thoſe who oppoſe this ſyſ- 
tem; the argument, if it deſerves the name, which has been 
trumpeted forth by the enemies of Ireland in both countries, to 
inflame her pride, and to prejudice her againft this ſettlement. It 
is aſſerted again and again, that this treaty is an inſult to Ireland 
chat it ſtrikes directly at the independence of her legiſlature. This 
is the firſt inſtance in which Ireland has ever treated, and it is a 
new idea to me, that England, by opening and'carrying on a trea- 
ty with her, inſults her pride, and ſtrikes at her independence. 
But what is conſidered of her on the part of England? So long as 


you continue to trade with us, as you have propoſed, we deſite 


of you by laws of your enaQting, to cheriſh, and protect, and en- 
courage the ſhips and mariners of the empire, as we have done. 
We only deſire of yon, by laws of your own, to adopt a code of 
laws, the policy of which ſtands admicted by all the nations of 
Europe ; a code of laws which is the great ſource of the ſtrength 
and wealth of the empire. So long as you continue to trade with 
our colonies, we defire that you will regulate that trade, as we do, 
But if you do not chuſe to adopt our navigation code; if you do 
not chuſe to protect the ſhips and mariners of the empire by your 
laws, as we protect them by ours; if you do not chuſe to regu- 
late your trade with our plantations, as we regulate ours, why 
then there is an end of the agreement; you then make your op- 
tion, not to trade with us, and with our plantations, upon the 
terms which are neceſſary for the general ſecurity of the empire. 
Here give me leave to recur to that principle, clear as the ſun 
and wide as the univerſe, which I have taken the liberty to borrow 
from an honourable member ; freedom of trade, is liberty to trade 
with foreign nations, ſubjeR to the reſtrictions of your own legiſ- 
lature, and the legiſlature of the country with which you trade. 
Here I meet that honourable member with his own principle, 
clothed in his own words : And if the principle is cons. it 
is impoſſible to form a commercial treaty with any nation on earth. 
But I will ſhew you the principle recorded again and again in your 
own ſtatute book, from 1779 to 1785 ſeſſion after ſeſſion you 
haverecorded it, What was the principle admitted in 1979, ad- 
mitted and proclaimed by the whole nation in peals of applauſe 
and gratitude ? We will import the produce of the Britiſh colonies 
and plantations-upon the terms of enacting from time to time, by 
our laws, ſpecific taxes impoſed by Great Britain upon Britiſh ſub- 
JeQs;z and accordingly, ſeſſion atter ſeſſion, this agreement has 
been recited in your money bill, The Britiſb tax is recited, and 
the Britiſh tax is enadted. What is your option here? Have you 
an option as to the quantum of tax? No you enact the Britiſh 
tax, or you give up the trade. I defy the ingenuity of man to 
diſtinguiſh the two caſes in point of conſtitution. What does Eng- 
land defire now ? You have propoſed co trade with me in a more 
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extended way than you have done ; I agree to ir, provided you 
agree on your part to make the ſame regulations from time to time, 
to protect and encourage the mariners and ſhips of the empire, as 
Ido here. Is the inſult here, or where is the attack upon your 
independence? I fay again, where is the departure from the ho- 
nourable member's principle, clear as the ſun end wide as the uni- 
verſe ? I ſay again, where is the departure from the principle, 
ſanQifed and recorded again and again in your own ſtatute book? 
An honourable member has alluged to the Methuen treaty, What 
is that treaty ? It conſiſts of two articles only; Portugal agrees to 
receive Engliſh woollens, and England agrees, from time to time, 
to enact ſpecihc taxes upon the wines of Portugal. Is not this 
the ſame principle again? Why the honourable member may as 
well ſay, that England is inſulted, and that England ſurrendered 
her independence, becauſe ſhe agreed not to raiſe more than a ſta» 
ted revenue upon the importation of Portugal wines. In ſhort, if 
the Friſb nation is determined never to promiſe a compliance with 
any condition of a treaty, the Iriſh nation muſt determine never 
to make any commercial treaty, or any treaty whatever. 

It has been ſaid, we cannot confide in the preſent miniſter z but 
if we cannot confide in him, I do not know in what part of the 
Britiſh dominions we can find the man in whom we can confide, 
And here, Sir, I am extremely glad to remind the Houſe that my 
right honourable friend [Mr. Conolly] has, by authority from a 
noble duke, diſavowed the declaration which was imputed to him, be- 
cauſe it reſcues a nobleman, for whom I entertain a very affectionate 
reſpeQ, from ſome imputations which 1 have heard thrown upon him, 
and which from my knowledge of his ſtriQ honour and integrity I have 
always aſſerted to be falſe and groundlefs. We all recolleQ when 
a motion was made in this Houſe, with reſpect to the Eaſt Indies, 
that my predeceſſor in office declared, that it was improper to frit- 
ter away by piece-meal a great | wa of trade, which adminiſtration 
meant to bring forward, And 
firmneſs and integrity to be ſuch, that henever would have ſuffered 
ſuch a declaration of a gentleman in his confidence to have re- 

-mained uncontradicted, if the Britiſh cabinet had determined not 


in any ſort to concede any extenſion of commerce to this country z 


und therefore I am happy, for the ſake of a nobleman whoſe ptin- 
ciplesI admire, and whote worth and honour will ever remain un- 
ſullied, that my right honourable friend has publicly diſavowed 
the declaration imputed to the noble duke. | 
W hatever may have been intimated at different times concern» 
ing the poſſibility of Ireland ſtanding alone, and diſtinct from Eng- 
land, I am free to declare, that ſituate as ſhe is in the neighbour- 
hood of pore popiſu countries, with a great majority of her 
people of the popiſh religion, ſhe cannot exiſt one hour as a 


teſtant ſtate, it the protection of England is withdrawn. 


know Lord Northington's honour, 
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Mr. FoxBes.—1T condole with this Houſe on the convincing 
proof the conduct of the oſtenſible miniſter has this ni ght afforded, 
that the national character is ſunk in the opinion of the people of 
England; for I am certain that every gentleman who hears me, will 
agree in the truth of this obſervation, that three years ago no Eng- 
liſh miniſter would have preſumed to have propoſed ſuch a mea- 
ſure to an Iriſh Houſe of Commons, as that ſubmitted to our con- 
fideration this night by the right honourable ſecretary. I ſhall 
give my negative to this motion, becauſe I cannot ſubſcribe to 
the truth of the affertion—that there is no material departure in 
the ſyſtem now propoſed from the principles of the original eleven 
propoſitions—the miniſter has departed from them moſt materially, 
by introducing into his ſyſtem the principles of the fourth Engliſh 
reſolution, which are ſubverfive of our legiſlative independence; 
which b pe e, us of the power of regulating, as well as the 
means of preſerving our trade, render any commercial acquiſitions 
precarious and uncertain. I ſhall give my negative to this motion, 
as I do not wiſh to commit the two countries, which muſt be the 
caſe if the right honourable ſecretary's bill is paſſed into a law. 
] have no reſentment againſt the people of Great Britain, nor 
their conduct on this ſubject; if they were wrong, we were the 
cauſe of their falling into error. We ſent them over the eleven 
propoſitions without any circumſtance attending them to command 
their reſpect z nor one manufacturer or merchant was conſulted on 
the ſubjeQtz we ſent them over no perſons or evidenee to prove 
either that the propoſitions would be advantageous to us, or, 
that they would not be injurious to the common intereſts of 
both countries z in a word, they faw that they were not a mea- 
ſure of the people of Ireland: of courſe Engliſh prejudices operat- 
ed againſt them, as we have ſent over nothing to counteract the 
influence of thoſe prejudices. I ſhall give my negative to this 
motion, as I do not with to adminiſter to the ſupport of a ſyſtem 
of policy, which ſeems ſimilar to that purſued reſpecting Ame- 
rica: When the ſtamp act was repealed, America was united to 
Great Britain ; but the deſpotic principles of a certain deſperate 
faction, 'whoſe influence I fear now prevails in England, appeared 
to pine under a re- union on free principles z they revived their 
ſyſtem, impoſed the tea duty, perſevered in their principles, and 
loſt Americaz in the ſame manner the power of legiſlating for 
Ireland was relinquithed in 1782. Now the ſame deſperate fac- 
tion pining under the proſpe@ of the renovation of the Britiſh a 
tos empire, in conſequence of the wiſe and liberal policy adopted 1 
z reſpecting Ireland, wiſh to reſume that power z but the experience | 
3 of America has taught them the folly of a direct invaſion; taere- 
hs fore they only aſk us to lend them our power of legiſlating for 
— Ireland, and that if we do not like the uſe they make of it, they 

will give it back to us again: or we may reaſſume it. But it 18 


c 
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faid all objections to the fourth reſolution are removed, as when 
we think proper not to paſs the ſame laws as England, we may 
refuſe to comply with the condition of the treaty, and then we 
are releaſed from our covenant z but what is the alternative offered 
to us? Either to ſubmit to reſiſting whatever Engliſh acts may 
from time to time be paſſed by that parliament, or to diſſolve all 
commercial intercourſe with Great Britain, to be in effect pro- 
ſcribed by her; for not only any commercial advantage we might 
by poſſibility obtain by this treaty, but all thoſe we have for Nis 
laſt century got from England are to be put in condition; for 
when this treaty is effectuated by laws, all the acts for years back, 
by which we had admiſſion into the different ports of the Britiſh 
dominions, will be repealed; and every commercial ſettlement 
invaded and ripped up. If then we fail in adopting one clauſe 
of an Engliſh 4 we forfeit our title to all commerce with every 
part of che Britiſh dominions in all quarters of the world; all the 
ports of the Britiſh empire will be ſhut againſt us, when in a fu- 


ture parliament an attempt ſhall be made to legiſlate on the ſub. - 


ject of trade and navigation different from England. If an Engliſh 
ſecretary would riſe and aſk you if you conſidered the conſequences 
of not adopting the Engliſh acts on thoſe ſubjects in toto? Were 
you prepared to have every port of the Engliſh dominions ſhut 
azainſt your ſhips? Was it not better to — this act, though 
injurious to your rights and your liberties, than to ſubmit to this 
dreadful alternative of Britiſh proſcription? The corrupt would 
avail themſelves of this argument as a pretext, and many honeſt 
men might be intimidated ſo as to acquieſce. Therefire, the 
cread of this forfeiture or penalty would prevent Ireland from 
breaking their ſettlement, and induce her to ſubmit to this hard 
condition in the ſame way as a ſevere penalty operates as a power- 
ful ſanction of any law. I will admit that literally this ſettlement 
might not be irrevocably or perpetually binding on Ireland, the 
reaſſumption of our legiſlative independence might not be made 
by this bill phyſically impoſſible, but circumſtances in future, | 
contend, might render it politically impraQticable. To enable 
gentlemen to form an idea of the contemptible ſituation to which 
parliament may be reduced by adopting this ſyſtem, let us only 
conceive for a moment that the bill now propoſed had been pal- 
ſed laſt ſeſſion; every one recolleQs the clauſe in the revenue bill 
brought in this ſeſſion, 1055 from an Engliſh act of parliament; 
it was known by the reprobating appellation of the hanging clauſe 
upon its being firſt read, it made the feelings of every conſtitu- 
tional character recoil z an amendment to do away its malignity 
was propoſed and adopted ; but if the bill moved for this night, 
had been law at that period, the ſecretary would have riſen and 


\threatened us, if we voted the amendment, with a forfeiture of 


the participation of all the Britiſh commerce. To what a dread- 
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ful alternative then ſhould we have been reduced. If we adopt 
this ſyſtem, we ſhall adopt a phenomenon in politics; for after 
having hazarded every thing that is dear to us to recover the 
independence of our legiſlature, the firſt uſe we make of that in- 
dependence is to paſs an act to ſurrender it. We ſhould recolle& 
the contempt and infamy the Scctch parliament, who voted the 
Union, were involved in; we ſhould recolle& that thoſe terms 
were Contained in the conciliating propoſitions.offered to America 


in 1775, and rejected with ſcorn ; we ſhould be cautious of treat- 


ing with the miniſter of England, having diſcovered aiready his 
inſincerity in this tranſaction. On the 7th of February, the ſecre= 
tary required this Houſe to pledge themſelves to the eleven pro- 
poſitions as a ſyſtem, as to every part and principle of which the 
Britiſh miniſter had made up his mind; but at this very time, 
and long after, his friend Mr. Jenkinton and the committee of the 
Engliſh counſel were enquiring into and examining, as to the ex- 
pediency of adopting the leading principles of the eleven propoſi- 
tions, concerning which he had taught us to believe, through 
the mouth of his ſecretary, that he (Mr. Pitt) was clearly decided 
and abſolutely determined. The fourth propoſition alſo origi- 
nated from Mr. Pitt, and was adopted contrary to the yote of the 
Engliſh oppoſition z but with this miniſter at the head of the 
preſent Britiſh cabinet, in which ſit the author of the perpetual mu- 
tiny bill, and anagher nobleman, who encouraged conventions 
and congreſſes, and exhorted the volunteers not to lay down their 
arms till a reform was obtained, and yet acquieſced under all the 
mipiſterial perſecutions laſt winter, of the friends of reform in 
Ireland; we are told by the treaſury bench, that the members of 
the preſent cabinet are the only friends of Ireland. I need only 
have appealed to the meaſure now before us, for a coufutation; 
rather an invidious compariſon has been drawn between the preſent 
Lord Lieutenant and the Duke of Portland : In the addreſs of 
1782, that nobleman uſed no miniſterial influence, he left the 
parliament and people to themſelves, to declare without reſerve 
their wiſhes. He faid if he did not approve of them he would 
reſign z but approving of them, he tranſmitted them to England, 
and declared he would not hold the government of this country, 
unleſs they were the very inſtant complied with ; his conduct 
was more meritorious than that of our preſent chief governor 
at the ſame time I reſpeQ the private character of the Duke of 
Rutland, | 

The imputation, that the oppoſition in this Houſe to the pro- 
poſed ſyſtem originates in the ſpirit of party, recoils on its au- 
thors on the treaſury bench : If their preſent meaſure is not a 
party matter, why do they preſs it contrary to the wiſhes of both 
countries ? I diſclaim all party. The legitlative independence of 


Ireland is not to be degraded, by being made a matter of party. 
Vo I. V. Cc 
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It is the common cauſe of the people of Ireland! It is a cauſe 
in which we have the alliance of God and Nature, With ſuch 
ſupport we cannot fail of ſucceſs z let us be only true to our- 
ſelves. as 


Mr. Haxdy ſaid that he could not give his aſſent to the motion 
made by the right honourable Secretary for leave to bring in a 
bill, nor could he conſent to Ireland's entering into any commer. 
cial negotiation whatever with Great Britain as long as the fourth 
reſolution remained on the journals of the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons. He thought it idle to enter into any diſcuſſion of the 
commercial arrangement till that was completely and utterly aban- 
doned. He confidered it as totally inadmiſſible on the part of 
Ireland, and if it were poſſible that ſhe could accede to it, from 
that moment ſhe muſt relinquiſh her claim to the only character 
in which ſbe was ſaid to treat with Great Britain, namely, that 
of an independent kingdom; for the acceptance of the propoſition 
would-put an end to her independency. He combated the idea 
of the Secretary—that it was not to be conſidered in that hoſtile 
-point of view, nor to be regarded in any other light than a gene- 


ral condition incident to all treaties between two countries totally , 


independent of each other. He denied the force of this reaſoning, 
and contended that no perſon, however converſant m deplomatic 
knowledge, could fairly, or with any propriety of argument, 
compare this negotiation to any treaty of that deſcription z or 
could produce an inſtance where this ſuppoſed ſimilarity could 
be faid to exiſt. Great Britain and Ireland entering on a final 
and irrevocable arrangement of all commercial matters between 
them, could never be aſſimilated to two ſeparate and diſtinct king- 
doms under different monarchs, who might be diſpoſed to form 
a treaty of commerce, or any treaty whateyer with each other, 
Great Britain and Ireland were two diſtint nations under one 
common head, with an — of laws, with an uniformity 
of intereſts between them; the ſubjects of each participated of 
all the rights of common citizenſhip z it was evident therefore, 
- - at the firit bluſh of the argument, that two ſuch countries could 
never be faid to ſtand on the ſame footing in the formation of the 
commercial arrangement now propoſed, or any adjuſtment of their 
reſpective intereſts, that two teparate and unconnedted kingdoms 
would ſtand. A treaty between them would be totally different, 
and the conſequences incident to any poſlible infraction of the 
treaty, completely ſo, He then conſidered the fœderal language 
which is generally held between two unconnected ſtates nouns 
- with each other. That all the lofty and high ſounding words 0 
uniom and final arrangement between two unconnected kingdoms 
- te very often only words of courſe, and ſignify. nothing; but 
in a treaty of this nature between Great Britain and Ireland, there 
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is no ſuch inſignificancy annexed to them; they cannot be de- 
rted from with that facility ſuggeſted by the right honourable 
Feser, who ſeemed to think that the reſpeQive parliaments 
of both countries might annihilate this arrangement whenever it 
became diſagreeable to them, without any violent inconvenience 
to either; on the contrary, thoſe words form the almoſt entire 
eſſence and ſpirit of the negotiation, they are of the molt ſerious 
nature that: can be well imagined, and gentlemen in giving their 
yotes this night ought not to loſe ſight of them for an inſtant, 
How long was a treaty between two nations ſometimes in amity 
with, and ſometimes adverſe to each other, to laſt? ExaQly as 
long as ſuited their own convenience. How long was a treaty 
between Great Britain and Ireland to laſt; or ſuppoſing that one 
nation violated the treaty, what would be the conſequence ? 
Would they be juſt as they were before, and all to begin again ? 
No, the nation which happened to be the ſtrongeſt, and reaped 
the greateſt advantages from the treaty, would take care that that 
ſhould not happen. If by any revolution in human affairs, Ire- 
land happened to gain more ſtrength and power than Great Britain, 
what would the complaints of Great Britain avail, if Ireland did 
not adhere to the treaty, and what would the murmurs of this 
country avail if Great Britain gradually, and in inſtances not 
immediately perceptible, ' thought proper to adopt regulations in 
commerce excluſively beneficial to herſelf? Who would be the 
umpire between the two nations? There could be no umpire,— 
Great Britain would inſiſt that all her regulations were for our 
benefit, and that of the empire, and there never would be want- 
ing a party, and a ſtrong party too, in that Houſe, who would 
ſupport her in her explanations of her conduct. Parliamentary 
Grotiuſes, who would labour moſt abundantly to prove that the 
moſt outrageous, unbluſhing deviations from the treaty, were per- 
ſectly conſonant to the good faith of the treaty, and the jus publi- 
cum imperii. He then touched on the deception that was prac- 
tiſed, and the deluſory arts that were reſorted to, in compli- 
menting Ireland with the name of an independent kinedom, at 
the very time chat ſhe was called upon to adopt, and implicitly 
adopt every commercial ſtatute and regulation of another, and 
her being told that in yielding to ſuch adoption, ſhe was required 
to do no more than what had been acceded to, in a variety of in- 
ſtances, between two foreign ſtates treating with each other, He 
ſaid he never- heard of ſuch a compact, nor did he conceive how 
it could well be made, for it was more, perhaps, than any Lo- 
vernment, in the utmoſt plenitude of its power, would think it- 
ſelf authorized to eſtablith. It had been attempted alſo, to com- 
pare this negotiation tv a common treaty of commerce, entered 
into between two ſtates, without any previous hoſtility on either 
hide, but merely to prevent r and a colliſion of intergſts 
| 8 | . 
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in future. Could ſuch an argument exiſt a moment, when it was 
conſidered that ſuch treaties are not final, or ſcarcely ever expreſ- 
Ted to be ſo? On the contrary, they are made for a certain num- 
ber of years, and either expire, or are renewed, Juſt as it ſuits 
the intereſts of the contracting parties. He quoted the. treaty 
with Ruſſia of 1766} and ſome others, as proofs of this aſſertion, 
and repeated that he had never read or heard of any treaty be- 
tween two countries which went, like the preſent, to the entire, 
unqualified adoption of 2 commercial regulation which one 
ſtate thought proper to impoſe on the other. If ſuch a treaty had 
exiſted, and been groſly violated, war would have been the con- 
ſequence, Were Ireland and Great Britain to go to war on any 
zintraQtion of this, ſuppoſing it to be carried into execution? He 
hoped and truſted that no ſuch day would ever arrive; but if 
Ircland was fo ſimple as now to ſubmit to be governed by Great 
Britain in every commercial regulation, he would venture to ſay 
that the good faith of the treaty would not be adhered to. The 
very imbecility of ſuch a ſurrender would provoke and almoſt 
apologize for the contemptuous invahon of the compact that 
would follow in conſequence of it. War there might not be 
perhaps between the two kingdoms, but there would be ſome- 
thing equally painful to every generous mind; eternal murmurs, 
and eternal ſullen acquieſcence on the part of Ireland. He meant 
nothing diſreſpeQful to Great Eritain in ſaying this, not could he 
be ſuppoſed to infinuate that Great Britain would naturally be 
more prone to ſuch a violation than Ireland, Were Ireland the ſu- 
perior country, Ireland would act exactly as Great Britain. An 
impatience to extend itſelf is the characteriſtic of power in all 
ſituations, and it would be found equally ſo in this, as in every 
other inſtance. He ſaid he could not help taking notice of Mr. 
 Orde*s aſſertion; that the original ſyſtem, contained in the eleven 
propoſitions, was not in the {lighteſt degree departed from, it was 
ſtill the ſame; though many of the propoſitions had been totally 
altered, and their number increaſed from eleven to twenty. This, 
he ſaid, was ſuch an extraordinary aſſertion, that he did not know 
what to make of it, eſpecially when one conſidered that the fourth 
reſolution, which eſtabliſhes for ever a controlling power in Great 
Britain, in all commercial matters, was not to be found in the 
original ſyſtem 3 that the monopoly of the Eaſt India Company 
was not to be found in that ſyſtem, nor in the moſt diſtant man- 
ner alluded to; that the ſtipulation to lay on ſuch duties as 
Would extremely fetter our intercourſe with America, was not to 
de found in that ſyſtem; and yet the right honourable Secretary 
infiſted on it, that it was ſtill the fame ſyſtem. This was ſuch 3 
mode of reaſoning, as he had never read or heard of, except in 
one inſtance, and that was to be found in Martinus Scriblerus, 
. * where a very ingenious ſet of philoſophers undertook to ſhew how 
a man could be conſcious to himſelf that he was the ſame indi- 
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vidual at forty years of age, that he had been at twenty, though 
the particles which compoſed his body had undergone a total 
change within that time. This they proved by a very humble 
and familiar illuſtration, viz. The caſe of Sir John Cutler's 
black worſted ſtockings, which had been ſo often darned with 
filk, that they at length became a pair of ſilk ſtockings, Thoſe 
ſtockings, ſaid they, were certainly the ſame individual ſtock- 
ings, both before and after the darning, though perhaps, at the 
l darning, there was not a ſingle thread left of the original 
pair. The ſecretary's mode of reaſoning was exactly in that 
manner. The original 1 oſitions as they left Ireland, were 

nerally conſidered as Iriſh propoſitions, but ſince they had 
x in England, they had undergone ſo many amendments or 
darnings, that they had become Engliſh propoſitions ; and though 
at the laſt amendment or 22 the whole ſubſtance of the 
original ſyſtem was totally altered, yet ſays the right honourable 
Secretary, take my word for it, gentlemen, they are to all 
intents and purpoſes the ſame original propoſitions, juſt as they 
left this Houſe in February laſt.” 

He ſaid that he would, with the indulgence of the Houſe, 
ſay a word or two, not only to the bill lately introduced by 
Mr. Pitt, in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, and circulated with 
ſuch induſtry through Dublin, but alſo to the joint addreſſes of 
both houſes of the Britiſh parliament : The bill which was moved 
for by the ſecretary being, as far as he could judge from the 
general outline given in that gentleman's ſpeech, extremely con- 
nected with both theſe ſubjects. As to the bill introduced by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer in England, he was not diſ- 
poſed at that time to pay it the ſlighteſt attention; for even ſup- 
poſing that it was infinitely more favourable to Ireland than the 
twenty propoſitions, how could any one fay that it might not 


. be totally, or at leaſt materially, altered before it received the 


royal aſſent, If he was to argue from what had paſſed, he could 
draw no other concluſion, for if ever a miniſter was celebrated 
for abandoning his firſt ideas on any particular ſubjeQ, the pre- 
ſent firſt lord of the treaſury certainly was, That gentleman's 
talents he highly reſpected, but uncommon: and brilliant as thoſe 
talents were, what had his adminiſtration been but an admi- 
niſtration of experiments? Whar ſecurity therefore could that 
Houſe have in a bill which was but in its infancy, and 
which as to any ſubſtantial benefits held out to Ireland in it, 
might be as completely abandoned as the ſyſtem propoſed by 
the right bonourable Secretary, It was, in his opinion, con- 
ſidering the purpoſes for which i: had been ſent to Ireland, a 
bill of deception and calculated merely to convoy, in company 
with the addrefſes of the two houſes, the twenty amended 
propoſitions through the parliament of Ireland; as to thoſe 
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addreſſes he wiſhed to pay them, and the parliament from 
whence they came, every reſpe& in his power, but if it was 
meant under ſhelter of thoſe addreſſes to paſs the propoſitions 
into a law, he would ſay in direct we unqualihed terms, 
that it was an inſidious manceuvre, a poor pitiful fraud ! 
What occafion for this extraordinary profuſion of compliments 
to the Iriſh nation, or why this extraordinary, and as it ſhould 
ſeem with ſome gentlemen, this irreſiſtible fondneſs for our inde- 
pendent legiſlature, and the recognition of its rights? Had they 
not been ſolemnly recognized, repeatedly acknowledged already? 
Did they require the ſupport of ſuch a joint addreſs? An addreſs 


made on the ſpur of the moment, and for no other purpoſe, he 


believed, than to furniſh ſome gentlemen with a pretext, a altry 
apology for not adhering to their original declaration in Boes 
of the original ſyſtem. Such was the manner in which the mi- 
niſter thought proper to accommodate himſelf to the conſtitutional 
delicacy, and fading patriotiſm of theſe gentlemen. But was 
this the mode which he took to compoſe their minds on this 
occaſion ? Were this addreſs, and this bill which had been read 
but once, and might end no man could tell how, to be regarded 
as the panacea of the miniſter, the great auxiliaries by whoſe 
aid he was to carry this buſineſs through the Houſe'? If the 
commerce and conſtitution of Ireland had fallen in the way of 
thieves, was this the oil which this good Samaritan, this bene- 
volent ſecretary, was to pour into their wounds? He had com- 
plained much of miſrepreſentation both here and on the other 
fide of the water, and that words were given to him in the Bri- 
tiſh Houſe of Commons which he had never made uſe of here. 
Now, after every allowance in bis favour, and paying every 
compliment to his magnanimity in not paying much attention 
to what was merely perſonal to himſelf, where was his boaſted 
friendſhip to Ireland at the time when he himſelf was in London, 
and beheld his own commercial ſyſtem, that ſyſtem which was 
adorned with every colour that his eloquence and the prompt 
adulatory eloquence of his friends could beſtow on it; that 
ſyſtem on the ſtrength and permanency of which 140, oool. was 
in one of our old paroxyſms of unthinking gratitude voted away 
almoſt without debate, when he beheld that ſyſtem daily and 
hourly invaded, and yet he never went to the Houſe of Com- 
mons to tell the people of Great Britain what had been done 
in Ireland with 2 to that ſyſtem, to acquaint them with the 
temper and diſpoſition in which he had left this Houſe, what we 


would inſiſt on, and the probable diſcontents and jealouſies that 
would ariſe in conſequence of any dereliction of that ſyſtem ?— 
Though the right honourable gentleman's repreſentations might 
have failed of ſucceſs, yet he would have been juſtified to him- 
ſelf, to both countries, to all poſterity, if he had taken ſuch 
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A part; but he declined acting in that manner, and ſeemed ſatis- 
fed now with telling tbe Houſe, that Mr. Pitt had great diffi- 
eulties to encounter, not only on the part of the manufacturing 
and commercial intereſts of Great Britain, but on the part of 
the oppoſition in England, which he fays endeavoured to coun- 
teract all his efforts in behalf of Ireland. It was true that many 
an oppofition in England had taken advantage of popular cla- 
mour which had been raiſed againſt the miniſter. The right 
honourable gentleman might, if he pleaſed, bear teſtimony to 
the truth of that obſervation, for if ever a party took advan- 
tage of national deluſion, the very party with which the right 
honourable gentleman ſtood connected certainly did. And yet, 
notwithſtanding the recency of this tranſaction, notwithſtand- 
ing ſuch unequivocal and damning proof of the mi ſconduct of 
the gentleman's own connections, he now accuſed and moſt 
improperly accuſed the _—_— in England of doing that which 
on a former occaſion he knew his own friends actually did. But 
giving every latitude to his argument, and allowing the poſſible 
interference and machinations of party in their utmoſt extent, 
was any man in his ſenſes to be told that the commercial and 
manufacturing bodies in England required the aid of oppoſition 
to point out to them in what reſpects this ſyſtem militated againſt 
their intereſts, The abilities of the gentleman who is deſerv- 
edly conſidered as the head of that oppoſition, were perhaps 
unparalleled in all parliamentary hiſtory, but did it require thoſe 
abilities or the warning voice of that gentleman to cry, ** woe 
to the commercial intereſts of Great Britain! Was it the nature 
of commerce to ſleep, to lie in dull oblivion of irs own intereſts, 
and ſee with any eyes but its own? Did it, like the philoſo- | 
phers in the iſland of Laputa, require perpetual flappers to warn 
it againſt precipices and ſurrounding dangers? In the year 1778, 
when the firſt extenſion of trade was given to Ireland, the com- 
mercial ſpirit of England even then took the alarm, and un: 
aided moſt certainly by the oppoſition of that day, It had 
always been the caſe, and ever would be the caſe as long as 
commerce exiſted in Great Britain, and it was idle to lay that 
to the charge of any accidental floating party in the ſtate, or 
to mere caſual parliamentary hoſtility which had its foundation 
in the nature of things, in the receſſes of the human heart, 
in the diſpoſition and habits of mankind, fince the firſt ſail waved 
over the ocean. He ſaid, that a noble Lord in one Houſe of the 
Britiſh parliament ſaid, the buſineſs was too big for party. An 
obſervation equally pointed and pertizent, for the fact was un- 


doubtedly ſo. He then mentioned the reſtrictions which were 


laid on the commerce of Ireland in King William's time, and 
quoted a declaration of Lord Godolphin, that ſuch teſtti Aions 
were laid purely in compliance with the prejudices of this com- 
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mercial intereſt, and totally againſt the inclinations of the king 
and of the miniſtry. He ſaid, that he did not indeed conſider 
Mr. Pitt as great a ſtateſman as Lord Godolphin, but in an 
arrangement of this nature he believed him to poſſeſs as large 
and liberal a mind; and even granting that the original plan 
of commercial adjuſtment had his entire concurrence, what in- 
ference or what conſolation could Ireland draw from that, or 
Lord Godolphin's declaration, but this: That in commercial 
matters Ireland muſt not altogether depend on any miniſterial 
interference or any miniſter's promiſes or exertions, ſhe muſt reſt 
on herſelf, her own ſpirit and induſiry; ſhe muſt watch cir- 
cumſtances and ſeaſons moſt opportune for the advancement of 
her intereſts, for ſbe could never flatter herſelf that when thoſe 
intereſts and the commercial intereſts of Great Britain came, or 
were even ſuppoſed to come into any thing like competition, 
the tninifter would not from his natural regards for that country, 
or perhaps from mere petſonal conſiderations give way to the 
latter, What was the cale then, or why did the right honour- 
able Secretary move for leave to bring in a bill not founded on 
the original ſyſtem? Why but becaute Mr. Pitt abandoned that 
ſyſtem, and had he not abandoned it, he could not in all pro- 
bability have remained at the head of the treaſury, But the 
treaſury was a ſacrifice too great to be made to the kingdom of 
Ireland; the right honourable Secretary, therefore, who pro- 
poſed the ſyſtem to the Houſe, was given up; the amiable 
chief governor, under whoſe auſpices he brought forward that 
ſyſtem was given up; why were they? The queſtion was eaſily 
anſwered—becauſe, if they had not, Mr. Pitt could not have 
kept his ground, he muſt have gone out, Every man of can- 
dour muſt acknowledge that to be the caſe, notwithſtanding all the 
right honourable gentleman's honeyed words, and the circuitous 
manner in which he had opened the buſineſs of that day. Was 
then the kingdom of Ircland to hang its fate, like a ſolitary zealot 
of a party, on the miniſterial exiſtence of any man? Was it 
before the laſt echo cf its victory had died away, and in the 
fight of thoſe who led her on to that victory, to ſit down Ike the 
unfortunate Carthaginian general, after all his conqueſts, a 
wretched mendicant at the threſhold of any man? What had 
party to do in the buſineſs at all? What had any perſonal con- 
fideration of Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox, or the Duke of Portland, 
to ſay to ſuch a momentous awful buſineſs as the commercial 
arrangements between the two countries? Men of ſuperior talents 
might occaFonally divide the parliament and the people of Great 
Britain berwecn them, but to involve kingdoms in the war fate 
of perioral ainbition, was an idea from which every we!l-regu- 
lated mind would ſhrink with horror. This was no oppoſition 
quettion, and he beſceched that part of the Houſe, which he 
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ſhould ever look up to with reverence and regard - the independ- 
ent country gentlemen— not to be deluded by the aſſertions 
which had 452 attfully circulated, that it was a party queſtion, 
or connected with a party in England; it ſtood on far more ſolid 
foundationsz it did not look to the preſent hour, or to the pre- 
ſent miniſter of the day, nor did it ſolicit the humiliation or 
diſgrace of any man, or court any momentary triumph,—He 
then compared the circumſtances under which the union had 
been brought forward, with thoſe of the commercial adjuſtment, 
and entered into a fort of detailed hiſtory of the manner ia which 
Lord Somers, when actually out of place, had undertaken and 
conducted that buſineſs, He ſaid, he wiſhed that ſome porgion 
of the wiſdom and moderation of Lord Somers had operated 
in that adjuſtment, as it did in the union. He contraſted his 
conduct with that of the ſecretary. The parliament of Scot- 
land fat ſeveral months to adjuft the union, the parliament of 
Ireland took three or four days to regulate their plan of com- 
mercial arrangement; ſuch was the portion of time allowed 
by adminiſtration here for the repreſentatives of a people who 
had almoſt forgot what commerce was, to form a commercial 
treaty, which was declared to be as permanent as any treaty 
could poſſibly be, : 

He ſaid this whole buſineſs had been conducted in ſuch a 
manner, and had in its progreſs given rife to ſuch conttadictory 
ſentiments and opinions, even amongſt thoſe who co-operated 
in itz ſuch a variety of conſtructions had been put on — 
parts of it here and elſewhere; there was ſo much incongruity 
and ſo much uncertainty, that the only method left, in his 
opinion, fox the parliament of Ireland to take, was to put a 
ſtop at once to a bill founded on ſuch ill- digeſted and diſcordant 
materials. Jt was evident to every perſon that the miniſter, 
when he firſt entered on the buſineſs, . did not know the extent 
to which he was going; nor could any one have imagined, that 
in an adjuſtment which involved the deareſt intereſts of both 
countries, and particularly thoſe points on which Great Britain 
was tremblingly alive and irritable. that he could have proceeded 
in the hazardous manner in which he had. Without concert, 
without communication, without any ſort of previous know- 
ledge of the diſpoſition or habits of any one commercial or ma- 
— body in Great Britain he propoted a plan of com- 
mercial arrangement to Ireland, without being able at the fame 
time, in the ſlighteſt degree, to pronounce whether ſuch a plan, 
or any part of 1uch a plan, would be acceptable to Great Bri- 
tain or not, With a ſhew of compliment to lreland he ſuffered 
her to take the lead in the buſineſs, and why? Only eventually 
to make her feel her complete inferiority, for the parliament 
of Great Britain had now taken the buſineſs entirely out of 
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their hands, and it was on their plan, their adjuſtment, not the 
original ſyſtem, that the parliament of Ireland was called upon 
to proceed. So that, in fact, it had been much better, if this 
\ bill was to go forward, if the Iriſh parliament had never entered 

into, or adopted any commercial ſylkem whatever: In that caſe 
they had only to accept or reject the twenty propoſitions, az 
ſent ſtom Great Britain, whereas if this bill paſſed into a law, 
they would not only have accepted thoſe twenty propoſitions, 
but they would have the mortification to reflect, that they had 
been obliged to relinquiſh the plan of their own adoption, and 
that plan univerſally allowed to be, in every reſpe& more bene- 
ficial to their commercial, and not in the leaſt degree interfering 
with their conſtitutional intereſts, 

After apologizing to the Houſe, for having treſpaſſed fo long 
on their patience, he ſaid, he would not, in that ſtage of the 
bill, go into the commercial detail, though he had given that 
part of the ſubject as full and as undivided attention, as he 
ever gave to any ſubject whatever, but he objected to the prin- 
ciple of the bill; he thought it inadmillivle on the part of Ite- 
land, and therefore he would vote againſt the right honourable 
Secretary's motion. | 


Mr. F.00D,—-I do not at all wonder that this ſyſtem ſhould end 
in an open attack upon the rights of Ireland in commerce and 
in conſtitution, becauſe in its origin it appeared to me to be a 
covered attack upon both, On this principle, I oppoſed it in its 
commencement, I have been reproached with being in a minority 
of one upon this ſubject; I ſhall be no longer reproached on that 


ground, | 

The King's ſpeech, under the ſanction of which the ſyſtem 
was introduced, declared, that it was only to adjuſt matters which 
had not been before adjuſted. Yet the very ſecond of the original 
ten propoſitions, in contradiction to this, went only to objects that 
had been before adjuſted in 1780 and in 19582—namely, foreign 
trade and Britiſh colonial trade. 

As to foreign trade, one word diſpatches that, viz. the word 
independence. Independent Ireland has every right of foreign 
trade, which Britain herſelf poſſeſſes. For this, therefore, ſhe had 
no compact to make with Britain. This had been adjuſted in 1752. 
Britiſh colony trade was adjuſted in 1780. The Britiſh parliament 
in 1780, declared, by teſolution, that the unſhaken loyalty of 
Jreland entitled her to participate in every advantage of Britiſh 
colony trade, The Britiſh act of parliament, in purſuance of this 
reſolve, authoriſed Ireland to trade to the Britiſh colonies with like 
advantages with Britain herſelf. In equity and good faith, what 
can we have to aſk that this did not give? Or can Britain now ſay 
hat ſhe withheld any thing without impeaching her own candour? 
— boaſted the liberalicy of that tranſaction. Ireland illumina- 


ted. 
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Now I aſk did not moſt of you imagine, that in 1980 Ireland 
was put ina better ſituation than ever ſhe had poſſeſſed before, as 
to Britiſh colony trade? And of this I am ſure, that there is not 
2 man among you who will not admit, that it would be abſurd to 
hold, that you were not at leaſt reſtored to every branch of Britiſh 
colony trade, that Ireland had ever poſſeſſed. Now I ſay that till 
the 15th of Charles the IId. you could export any thing to, and 
import any thing from the Britiſh colonies, as freely as England 
herſelf z and that, after landing it in Ireland, you could reſhip it 
for any other country; and for England as well as for any other. 
In 1780, therefore, you were either reſtored to that liberty, or it 
muſt follow that that boaſted tranſaction was a deception ; and 
that inſtead of ging you immunities you never had before, it 
did not even reſtore you to what you had formerly poſſeſſed, This 
liberty therefore of reſhipping Britiſh colony produce (the only 
boon this ſyſtem boaſts) did in every conſideration of reaſon and 
good faith accompany the tranſaction of 1780, and was therefore 
not now to be adjuſted. Nay it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that in 
1780, that was witheld from Ireland which Ireland had poſſeſſed 
till the 15th year of Charles the ſecond ; which every one cf the 
thirteen States of America did poſſeſs to the hour of their ſepara- 
tion, and which New Erunſwick poſſeſſes now. And would it 
not be more abſurd to ſuppcſe ſo, if in fact, it is as much the in- 
tereſt of Britain, as it can be of Ireland, that Ireland ſhouid be 
allowed that liberty? Now it is even more fo, and I prove it thus. 
This liberty can be of no advantage to Ireland except in this con- 
tingency : Except Ireland has a ſurplus of colony produce over 
and above her own conſumption—'That is one neceſſary fact 
Another is, that, at the ſame article of time that ſhould happen, 
which rarely can happen, namely that Britiſh colony produce 
ſhould be dearer in Britain than in Ireland, or in any other neigh- 
bouring country z for if that were not the caſe, Ireland  wouid 
loſe by ſending it to Britain, Now itis abſurd to ſuppoſe that Ire- 
land would do that. What follows? That at the moment when 
the-liberty of ſending colony produce to England would be uſeful 
toIreland, it would be decbly the intereſt of Britain to receive 
it from Ireland. For iſt, Britain as a conſumer would be relieved 
by it, and 2d, the Britiſh merchant in his commiſſion would be 
a gainer, In another capacity Britain would be a gainer alſo ; 
that is toſay, as head of the empire ſhe would profit by the in- 
creaſe of trade conſequent on this intercourſe between her colo- 
niesand Ireland, a member of the empire. Who after this will 
ſay that this liberty was not included in the tranſaction of 1780; 
or, if it was not, that Ireland ought to purchaſe it now, with the 
ſurplus of her hereditary revenue, with the degradation of her con- 
dition, and with the facrifice of het commercial legiſlation ? 
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As to Ireland's not having paid for the tranſaction of 1780, I fa 
the argument would be a ſordid one if it were founded in a 
which it is not. The ſentiment of the Britiſh parliament in 1780 2 
a wiſer and more ſtateſman-like conception. It was, that the un- 
ſhaken loyalty of Ireland entitled her to thoſe advantages ; and 
ſurely, that is a price above all prices. But Ireland paid for it 
in two ways beſides, and in each of them more than the value of 
the object. iſt, Ireland gave to the Britiſh colonies (that is to 
Britain) a monopoly of her conſumption in thoſe articles in which 
ſbe then obtained that free trade, Now I ſay univerſally, that any 
nation pays too dear for one market, when ſhe gives up all other 
markets for one. And particularly that the nation pays too dearly 
for the ſugar market of the Britiſh colonies, who gives up all other 
ſugar markets for the Britiſh, which is neither the beſt nor the 
cheapeſt. 2dly, Ladd that Ireland paid in taxes for the direct 
trade more than it is worth, and I prove it thus: 101. per cent. iy 
a good profit in general on trade, and no trade can afford to pay 
tke whole nor the greater part of its clear profit in tax. To apply 
this. We paid for that direct trade an eſtimated ſum of tax to the 
amount of above loo, oool. a year. Now this would be the whole 
clear profit, at 10l. per cent. of 2,000.000/, worth of trade, 
Could the whole clear profit be afiorded in tax ; or can the whole 
increaſe of traffic, by the dire& trade, amount in any ſeries of 
years to any thing like the enormous ſum of two millions ? Moſt 
certainly not. 

Thus the firſt original ten propoſitions was a mere preamble ; 
and the ſecond, which began the buſineſs, began it in a direction 
unfair to Ireland, and inconſiſtent with the King's ſpeech. Ireland 
was drawn unaware, to treat for the things already ſettled; and 
thereby impliedly to relinquiſh the two ſettlements of 1780 and of 
1782. This was not enough; Ireland had uſed non-importation 
and non-conſumption agreements, towards the attainment of thoſe 
ſettlements z and when her parliament was acknowledged to be in- 
dependent, ſhe applied to her parliament for duties of protection 
or preference, ſimilar to thoſe which Britain had long enjoyed, in 
favour of her home manufacture in her home market. To cut all 
this up by the roct, was the object of the third and fourth of the 
original ten propoſitions. The third therefore makes Ireland pro- 

ſe not only that there ſhould be no prohibitory Ratutes, but that 
there ſhould never be any popular or private affociations, againſt 
importation, uſe or ſale, Such aſſociations had been made, and 
had been found beneficial by Ireland ; they had not been made, 
and they had been complained, of as injurious by Britain, Yet Ire» 
land is drawn, in theſe propoſitions, to make it one of her prelimi- 
naries, that there never ſhould be ſuch aſſociations again. But at 
the ſame time Ireland is made to forget that ſhe had never prohi- 
bited the export of raw materials to Britain, whereas Britain pro» 
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hibited the export to Ireland of the raw materials ſhe moſt valued, 
And, therefore, though Ireland in her ſuppoſed third propoſition is 
induſtrious to preclude all prohibitions againſt import (by which 
kind of prohibitions Ireland had profited) ſhe forgets to preclude 
prohibitions againſt export, of which Ireland complained. Can 


any thing be more clear than that theſe propoſitions never otigina- 


ted in Ireland? But the boldeſt ſtroke of all was, in the very mo- 
ment that Ireland was ſoliciting higher duties on import, in order 
to give protection and preference to her manufaQures; to make 
this kingdom propoſe, in the fourth of the original ten reſolves, that, 
ſhe'not only thould not now, but that ſhe never ſhould hereafter 
have ſuch duties of protection. Yet the fourth propoſition does 
this; for it requires that the loweſt exiſting duties, viz. the Iriſh, 
ſhould hereafter be the port duties for both kingdoms. Now ex- 
perience had proved that they were too low to protect Ireland, and 
therefore Ireland had prayed, that they might be raiſed. This 
fourth propoſition, therefore, makes Ireland propoſe a perpetual ne- 
gative on her own application. So far was well; but a fear began 
to be entertained that as theſe low duties would certainly leave the 
Iriſh market open to Britiſh tmports (perhaps to the ruin of lriſh 
manufacture, and therefore finally to the damage of Britain) ſo, b 
poſſibility, theſe low duties * now and then ſuffer ſome 115 
manufacture to eſcape into the Britiſh market. Before the fourth 
propoſition ſhould be eſtabliſhed therefore, it was thought adviſe- 
able, in the latter end of the third propoſition, to find an expe- 
dient, by which Britain ſbould have higher protecting duties than 
Ireland, without appearing to mean it. Now what was that 
expediext ? The principle of countervailing duties; that is to ſay, 
that the port duties, though too low for the protection of Ireland, 
ſhould be equal; but that the country that had the higheſt inter- 
nal duties on conſumption, might add to the port duty a counter- 
vailing duty in proportion to its internal impoſts; whereby the be- 
fore equal duties would become unequal. Now to ſolve this prob- 
lem, we have only to aſk, which of theſe kingdoms now has, 
and which of them, as richer, muſt always be able to have, the 
higheſt internal duties on conſumption ? Undoubtedly Britain. 
What follows ? That Ireland was made in the countervailing prin- 
ciple to propoſe, that Britain ſhould have higher duties againſt 
Iriſh imports, than Ireland ſhould have againſt Britiſh imports ; 
which was, firft, contrary to what Ireland had deſired z and ſe- 
condly, was in itſelf unreaſonable z becauſe certainly the weaker 
manufacturing. country required more protection than the ſtronger: 
though ſhe was content with a protection equal to what Britain 
had long enjoyed, and by the long enjoyment of which ſhe had 
gained ſuch advantageous ground as Ireland could never recover, 
not Britain ever loſe, | | 
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Thus Ireland was made to propoſe in the 2d, zd and 4th of the 
original ten propoſitions, either implicitly or expreſsly, a total re- 
nunciation of every principle ſhe had held, and of every ſettlement 
and advantage ſhe had obtained in that zra of about five years, in 
which Ireland gloried more than in any other period perhaps of 
her exiſtence. Yet a bolder ſtroke remained behind and that was, 
by the tenth of the original reſolves, to make Ireland propoſe to 
pay tribute for this negative on all her deſires, and for this tenun- 
ciaticn of all her principles and attainments—and to pay tribute in 
2 manner peculiarly revolting, and repugnant to thoſe principles 
and attainments. In the firſt place, ſhe was made to propoſe, that 
Ireland ſhould make a perpetual grant to the Briaſh navy which 
Britain had never made to her own navy; and which no free 
country ought to make to armaments that muſt be under the com- 
mand of the crown. Ireland too, had, in this cate, peculiar rea- 
ſon to decline any ſuch idea. Above an hundred Journ ago, in 
the fever of the reſtoration, and in the infatuation of this kingdom, 
Ireland had made a perpetual grant for the ſupport of an Iriſh 
marine. This England never permitted to be applied. Why? 
Becauſe ſhe wiſhed that Ireland ſbould have no marine—becauſe 
ſhe. wiſhed to have a monopoly of navy to herſelf—for what pur- 

ſe let her ſubſequent conduct to Ireland explain. What fol- 

owed ? Engliſh miniſters, in ſpight of law, diſappropriated this 
fund, and applied it to an overgrown land army, rather than to a 
marine. The defence of this land army Britain had, and Ireland 
had the burden. With, what grace could Britain, after this, come 
to Ireland and ſay, you do not ſupport a marine, when Britain 
- herſelf prevented Ireland from doing ſo? When a monopoly of 
navy was the choice of Britain, what right had ſhe to ſay, that 
Ireland ought to pay Britain for her having her own choice ? 
When Briciſh minifters, contrary to legal appropriation, had ap- 
plied the marine fund of Irelard, to a land army for the conve- 
nience of Britain, what right had they to come to Ireland to de- 
mand a new marine fund : and that, not for an Iriſh marine, but 
for the Britiſh navy? which was in effect to demand, that Ireland 
| ſhould for ever abdicate any marine, and make a formal recogni- 
tion that ſhe never ought to have aſea-guard of her own'? As to 
the fact of protection, does Britain keep a frigate for the protection 
of Ireland? Gr, whea the Stag frigate was in our bay, was it for 
the protection of our trade? But admitting that Britain ever ſo 
much, and at ever ſo great a charge, did protect Ireland by her na- 
vy, I aſk- has the not reaſon and is it not well worth her while to 
do fo without any ſuch tribute and humiliation as this? Ireland is 
willing to oblige uritain in every way ſhe can; but yet with con- 
ſcious dignity. What nation would not protect Ireland, without 
tribute, to whom Ireland were to give what ſhe does give to Bii- 
tain ? She gives her the nomination of her monarch, and therein 
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of her whole admĩniſtration, throughout every department; a third 
eſtate in her legiſlature z the creation of her peerage; the influ- 
ence over placemen and penſioners in the Houſe of Commons; ſhe 
gives her a mighty army; the uſe of near a million and an half of 
yearly revenue; five millions a year in imports and exports ; 
above a million a year in abſentee expenditure, which, at the 
grievous iſſue of one million a year from Ireland, carries above 
200,000/.a year in taxes into the Britiſh exchequer z ſhe gives her 
theuſe of three millions of people in peace and war, and of ſeven- 
teen millions of Engliſh acres in an happy climate and ofan happy 
ſoil, and ſo ſituated as to be the beſt friend or the worſt enemy in 
the world to Britain, In giving her the nomination of her mo- 
narch, Ireland gives to Britain, in effect, the power of treating 
for her, with all the world; and of declaring peace and war for 
her with all mankind. What follows? That Ireland can have no 
enemies but thoſe who are made fo by Britain. And what follows 
from that ? That Britain is bound by every principle of honour, 
as well as of intereſt, to protect Ireland againft thoſe enemies 
which Britain creates to her. What aſtoniſhment then muſt think- 
ing men have felt at Ireland's being brought for a moment to en- 
tertain ſuch an idea ? and this too, at what time ? in three years 
after her national independence. For I aſk, what country has ever 
deen free, that could not proteQ itſelf ? What country can be 
independent that relies for ever on the protection of another na- 
non? Is not a confeſſion that you cannot protect yourſelf a vir- 
tual cancelment of all pretenſions to independence? That ſuck a 
tribute therefore ſhould have been the virgin fancy of independent 
Ireland, mult have been aſtoniſhing. And that it ſhould have ori- 
ginated within three years of the laſt war, muſt encreaſe one's aſto- 
niſhment ; for in laſt war you had the ſtrongeſt experience that the 
fact was falſe, on which the principle was grounded. Did the 
Bntiſh navy protect Ireland laſt war? No—it was gone to protect 
Great Britain. What then did protect Ireland? Ireland herſelf 
—1n other words, her volunteers. They defended Ireland, and 
by defending Ireland they enabled Ireland to ſend her army to de- 
fend Great Britain; that is, they in effect protected both kingdoms 5 
yet the faſhion has of late been with ſome men in both kingdoms 
to revile that illuſtrious body. The curſe of ingratitude has fallen 
on the nation, and the independence- of Ireland having thrown 
away its ſtaff has begun to totter. ; | 

I have ſpoken of the 10th reſolve, as it ſtood numbered in the 
original propoſitions. It became the 1 1th, as the propoſitions went 
from the Iriſh parliament to Britain, This change, in the number 
and arrangement, aroſe from the addition of one propoſition, and 
one only in Ireland; which was but a prefatory to the tentt, 
and therefore was inſerted before it. As it has been aſſerted, 1 
cannot doubt the intention of it to have been cxconomy and limi- 
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tation. Vet it was ſo expreſſed, that I thought it as likely to 
lead to further new taxes at leaſt, as to prevent the further accu- 
mulation of debt. At all events, the fact is that the right hon, 
ſecretary juſt took advantage of that added reſolve; ſo far, as 
to make it a ground on which to aſk 140,000. a year of new taxes, 
and to get them Why? That our income might be equal to our 
expence. And to what end ? That we might, in conſequence, 
give away the ſpeciſied ſurplus of hereditary revenue. That is, 
he ſaid thus in effect, your eſtabliſhments which are formed by 
Britiſh miniſters, are too great for your revenue; we have refuſ:d 
to retrench ; and yet we expect a part of your inadequate revenue 
to be ſent to Britain.—Neither will we quarrel with you for fay- 
ing that the income ought to be equal to the expence of govern- 
ment, provided the equality is not to ariſe from rettenchment, but 
from new taxes. On the contrary, we will join you heartily in 
raiſing 140, oool. a year of new taxes to enable you to part with 
the ſpecitied ſurplus of your old duties.” But no ſooner had the 
right hon. ſeeretary got the new taxes, under the cover of this te- 
ſolution, than the reſolution as to all other purpoſes was laid 
aſide; nor did he condeſcend to have a queſtion put upon that ad- 
ded retolve in the Britith parliament. Thus ſunk into contumelious 
annihilation, the only reſolve that originated in Ireland, It was 
received in fraud, and it was dropped in inſult. = 
Such and ſo inadmiſſible were theſe propoſitions before they 
entered the Britiſh parliament, Hence it was, that they were hur- 
ried through the Irith parliament, that no man might have time to 
ſee to the bottom of them, or to explain them to the public. Short 
as the moment was, I ſaw a glimpſe of their tendency, and endea- 
voured to obtain time, that a preoccupied public might have leiſure 
to underſtand them; all was favour for a ſhort time; but they had 
ſcarce got to Britain before- the public began to recover from its 
error. The contrary was reported to miniſters, and believed in 
Britain. What was the conſequence ? Ireland was thought to have 
fallen into ſuch a ſtate of infatuation and dejection, that any thing 
might be attempted with ſucceſs. Hence, in the 20 propoſitions, 
a bolder hand appears every where, The right hon. ſecretary, 
when he firſt mentioned the idea of tribute, did it with a trembling 
 diffidence ; and mentioned it not as a condition on that part of 
Britain ; but as his preſentiment of ſpontaneous generoſity on the 
part of Ireland. Then delicately and timorouſly was it och in, 
at the end of the propoſitions in the firſt ſtage; but in the laſt exi- 
bition, it ſtands immediately after the preamble, and in the van of 
that hoſt of propoſitions to which the original ten have encreaſed. 
Here too ir ſtands in a different form; as a peremptory demand and 
. abſolute condition, to be fulfilled in all its parts (implying diſtruſt 
before a ſtep is to be taken by Britain. In the conſideration, of 
this tribute, the 20th propoſition muſt be combined with this ſe- 
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cond reſolve, in order to ſee the whole alteration. Now what are the 
alterations that have been made inthe Iriſh grant by the 2oth propo- 
fition ? 1ſt. The grant was conditional, and the 20th makes it 
abſolute. In war, at all events, the ſpecified ſurplus was to be 
given to the Britiſh navy as the reſolves left Ireland; but in peace 
nothing might be given. Thus Ireland ſgemed to be at a certain» 
ty not to give more, with a poſſibility of not giving ſo much,— 
But by the 20th propoſition, this certainty is taken away, and the 
reverle is eſtabliſhed, That is to ſay, it is made certain that Ire- 
land ſhall never give leſs, but that in war, ſhe ſhould lie open to an 
unlimited demand, In other words, it is made certain that on the 
firſt war there ſhould be a rupture between the nations, which, 
conſidering the diſtruſt that this ſyſtem would inſpire, mi ght pro- 
bably be fatal. Thus the nature and quantum of the Iriſh grant 
was altered, The application roo, by the Iriſh parliament, was 
conceived to be reſerved as a right to be exerciſed from time to 
time, and to be adapted to circumſtances that no man can foreſee, 
The 20th propoſition cuts off this free exerciſe of parliamentary au- 
thority in the application of its grant, and requires the application 
to be made, now and for ever, by one act. Laſtly, a perpetual 
revenue bill in effect is demanded—perpetual duties are unconſti- 
tutional enough in themſelves, and derogatory enough from par- 
liament.— A perpetual bill for collecting perpetual duties, would 
make the matter much worſe, Were the whole hereditary reve- 
nue to go as uſual to Iriſh ſervices, what man would ſuffer a per- 
petual revenue bill for its collection? Any queſtion approaching 
to ſuch an idea, has been always received with peculiar alarm, 
How monſtrous then was the idea cantained in this propoſition ? 
And what does it demand? No leſs than that Ireland ſhould make 
a perpetual revenue bill for the whole hereditary revenue, becauſe 
ſhe was about to give away a part of thatrevenue to Britain, It 
ts difficult to ſtate any thing more extravagant than this. 
The ad of the 20 propoſitions, declared that, on the full per- 
ſormance of the cohdition of tribute, a full participation of com- 
merce ſhould be given to Ireland, This is doubly falſified by ba: 
follows : This makes the tribute the ſole condition, and yet, af- 
terwards, condition is added to condition, inſomuch, that in the 
Britiſh bill, founded on the propoſitions, there are twenty three 
indiſpenſible and fundamental conditions. It is falſifed again by 
the very next, as well as by ſubſequent clauſes of reſtriction, that 
prove that the participation is not to be full. To ſpeak at preſent 
of the third, what does that except ? Not leſs than all the coun- 
tries between the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magel- 
lan, containing in the leaſt exaggerated eſtimate a fourth part of 
terraqueous globe, over and above what Britain has any title of 
Ver to in that region. r. with ſurpriſe of a Roman 
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pontiff granting one hemiſphere to one prince, and another hemiſ- 
phere to another prince ; and here we ſee half an hemiſphere cut 
off from Ireland in a parentheſis ; and that, in a reſolution pur. 
porting to extend the commerce of Ireland. This parentheſis in the 
3d, is detailed in the gth propoſition. As to both, 1 ſhall only ſay 
this, that if Ireland is now under no reſtriction as to her Eaſt India 


commerce, ſuch a reſtraint is not fit to be a part of a ſyſtem of com- 


mercial extenſion, for which Ireland ſhould be expected to pay; 
and if Ireland be under any reftriction as to her Eaſt India com- 
merce, it is only by a law of her own, and by a voluntary and un- 
ſtipulated act of her parliament in favour of the Britiſh Eaſt India 
company, merely becauſe it is Britiſh, Such a conduct on the 
part of Ireland, ſhews how little ſuch hard conditions are either ne- 
ceſfary or deſerved. It is foolith in any nation to bind itſelf 
for ever, to the exiſting monopoly of any other nation; but 
to bind itſelf to the future and poſſible, but unexiſting mono- 
polies of any other nation, would be a fully much more than com- 
mon. Many people think that it would not be right for Britain 
to perpetuate this monopoly, as to herſelf—Now ſuch a contract, 
on the part of Ireland, would have a tendency to perpetuate that 
monopoly, whilft the freedom of Ireland, from ſuch a compad, 
might, according to ſome able opinions, be a means of diffolving 
that monopoly by degrees, if ſuch a meaſure was deemed to be be- 
neficial. At all events, it cannot be the intereſt of Ireland to be for 
ever bound during the exiſtence of ſuch monopolies z nor after they 
ſhall ceaſe, to give up her legiſlation as to ſo large a portion of fo- 
reign trade, by ſubjecting herſelf to the duties, regulations and 
prohibitions that may, from time to time, be laid by the Britiſh 
parliament, on the produce of that immenſe region which lies be- 
tween the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan. 

If the trade of Ireland could be extended by excluſion, the 
zd and gth propoſitions would deſerve our thanks, as far. as the 
Aſiatic world and its citcumjacencies are concerned. But this 
third propoſition takes in another object. It ſtrikes at our trade 
in all its foreign ſpirits, and conſequently muſt injure our whole 
trade and intercourſe with France, Spain, Portugai and America. 
Add to this, as to America, the 16th propoſition which has for its 
object foreign trade only; and, as a branch of that, ſubjects our 
imports from the independent ſtates of America to ſuch duties, re- 
gularions and prohibitions, as the Britiſh parliament ſhall from time 
to time think tic to impoſe on Britain as to all articles ſimilat 
to thoſe that are produced in the Britiſh colonies or ſettlements, 
Now what articles can America ſend to us, to which ſimilar arti- 
cles are not, or may not be produced in ſome of the colonies cr 
ſettlements of Britain? A great revolution took place, as to the 
relative ſituation of America and Ireland, about the year 1782. 
In a commercial conſideration in 1785, the chief object that 
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ſreland could poſſibly have was America, The reſt of the world, 
comparatively ſpeaking, way mortgaged and pre- occupied. The 
: new ſtates were unengaged. Much Iriſh blood circulates in Ame- 
l rica, and there is no ſmall partiality towards Ireland in thoſe 
4 ſtates, Was this a thing for Ireland ro throw away ? or was it 
a the ſound and permanent intereſt of Britain, that Ireland ſhould 
ſo throw it away ? If there be a ſtring by which Britain can re- 


' cover the affections of America, it is a ſtring which Ireland holds 
ah out to her. The fifth propoſition of the twenty, extends to all 
A our imports from colonies foreign as well as Britith, and ſubjects 
: them to the ſame duties, regulations and prohibitions, which the 


Britiſh parliament ſhall think proper to adopt in Britain. This 
If neither conſiſts with free trade, nor with independent legiſlation, 
The eighth extends to all thoſe exports of Ireland that in 1989 

were exempted, and ſubjects them in going to the Britiſh colonies 
or ſettlements, to ſuch duties, drawbacks and regulations, as that 
they may not be exported with leſs incumbrance of duty or impo- 
* ſition than the like goods going from Great Britain. This ſub- 
1 jects our export trade to the colonies to diſadvantages from which 
a i is at preſent free. Is this extenſion and grace? Is this a thing 
4 to be paid for ? We have juſt attained the trade of candles to the 
F Weſt Indies, this would deſtroy it. Capital is a greater advantage 
than poverty. The only — of the latter, is freedom 

fom incumbrance, and this propoſition depri ves Ireland of that, 
s this for the intereſt of the empire ? certainly not, unleſs the 
a6 intereſt of the empire be the ruin of Ireland; and if fo, the proſ. 
ſt perity of the empire would not be the intereſt ef Ireland. Now 


be theſe, in my mind, are noxious doctrines, and a ſyſtem that ſug · 
q geſts them cannot meet with my ſupport. 

the The tenth of the twenty propoſitions retains all qualified prohi- 

res ditons now exiſting in Britiſh or Iriſh ſtatutes. In Britiſh ſtatutes 


hi there are many, and the acts ought to have been ſpecifically re- 
3 ferred to, that their extent might be conſidered, In Iriſh ſtatutes, 
where are there any prohibitions, qualified or unqualified, as to 
any thing that js Britiſb ? The reciprocity in this inſtance is 
like the reciprocity in the reſt; a one- handed reciprocity ; and 
In a ſyſtem — * enmity to prohibition (and even to protect- 
ing duties, as bearing a ſhadow of prohibition) the conſiſtency of 
this reſerve in favour of qualified prohibitions, is nor inſtantly 
perceptible, But the tenth propoſition does not ſtop here, It 
proceeds to an eminent extenſion of the countervailing principles, 
it requires not only that the internal duties of the importing coun- 
ry, but alſo the bounties of the exporting countries ſhould be 
drought to account, and that the countervailing duty ſhould be 
creaſed by both. I have ſtated the firſt part of this ſyſtem, 
ad its effect as to Ireland, I will now ſtate the ſecond part, that 
u founded on bounty: The _ of our manufaQures, and 
| . 


\ . 


494. PARLIAMENTARY 


the poverty of our people has furced us into a variety of boun- 
ties and encouragements, in order to give ſome ſpring to the 
langour of the nation. The linen board, the Dublin ſociety, 
parliamentary donations, ditecly and indirectly, are made uſe of 
for this purpoſe. Our linen, woollen, ſilk, cotton, and glafs manu- 
factures 3 in a word, almoſt every thing reſpecting manufacture 
or huſbandry, receives ſome encouragement, What follows ? 
Every encouragement of this ſort will, by the tenth propoſition, 
be carried to account againſt our trade, and will raiſe the amount 
of that countervailing duty which is meant to protect the market 
of Britain againſt the admiſſion of Iriſh manufacture: thus all 
our bounties, ſo neceſſary to our weakneſs, muſt be relinquiſhed, 
or will become a burden on our export, and a barrier againſt the 
egreſs of our manufattures to the market of Britain; which is 
the only thing that is offered to Ireland in exchange for the market 
of the world. Is this juſt or wiſe? But if this countervailing 
principle were leſs ex ceptionable, on theſe grounds, than it is, 
it would be ſufficiently exceptionable, from the impraQticability 
of its execution, Even where an internal duty on manufacture 
is to be counteryailed, there would be a difficulty, becauſe there 
would often be a great djiference in the value and excellence of 
the manufactutes of the reſpective countries. In. one of the 
ſunpleſt inſtances that can be; ſuppoſe, a duty of a billing on a 
barrel of Britiſh malt, to be countervailed as to Iriſh malt, a 
ſhilliag on both would be nomina}ly equal, but really unegual ; 
becauſe the iriſh malt js vaſtly inferior in value. In manufactures 
of a more complicated nature, the diſparity would perpetually 
increaſe, and always againſt Ireland; the trade of which mull 
undoubtedly conſiſt, for the moſt part, in lower and leſs excellent 
fabrics. Inſtances might be mentioned that would overthrow 
every ſhadow of equality. But the matter would be ſtill worſe 
where the duty on a raw material is to be countervailed, on the 
import of the manufacture of ſuch material, for this would not 
be a ſimple conlideration of fact as it were, like the other, but 3 
matter of nice and intricate ſpeculation, concerning the operation 
of the duty on the material, with reſpect to the manufacture 
throughout all its ſtages. How this could be brought to any fa- 
tisfaCtory ſolution, between the two countries, 1 cannot ditcern. 
In one inſtance, it ts ſaid, in the examination before the commit- 
tee of the Britiſh privy council, that a duty of three per cent. 
on the material, though drawn back on the export of the manufac- 
ture, yet leaves a burden on the manufacture of eight per cent. 
. — The manufacturers of candles, in that examination, enumerate 
a number of minute circumſtances, to ſhew what an high prote&- 
ing duty they ought to have againſl the import of Iriſh candles; 
which, at the {ame time, will ſhew the grounds on which tue) 
would calculate a countervailing duty on that ſubject, and how 


* impoſſible it would he to ſatisfy the two countries, in the execu- 
e ton of that principle. The extreme difference in the rates and 
, valuations of the two kingdoms, in many inſtances, would be a 
* ground of endleſs altercation. As to the equalization of duties, 
1 we have had ſome experiment that ſhould teach us the difficulty 
re of it. As to ſugars, in the firſt ſeſſion of equalization, three 
? diferent duties, at different periods of it, were propoſed, and 
n, carried as equal : all of them might have been wrong, and only 
nt one of them could poſſibly have been right. Since that, the pro- 
et portion of duty has been altered again, and therefore it is fair to 
all fay that they wete all wrong, and of this there is no doubt, 
d, that though the right honourable member who was one of the 
he negociators of this ſyſtem, has been ſive years engaged in the ſub- 
is ect, the ſugar duties remain yet unequalized. With regard to 
et ron, what has happened? A duty has been laid here on our iron 
ny export, to make amends for the diſparity of duty on the imported 
is, material. Ireland ſays that ſhe has been defrauded in this cal- 
ity culation, on this pfinciple. Our duty was laid as if Britain 
ure made uſe only of imported iron which pays high duty, whereas, 
ere is certain, that ſhe makes uſe of a great > Britiſh iron 
of not paying the duty z it is ſaid a third part of her conſumption 
the 8 domeſtic iron. If ſo, it is evident that the Iriſh duty was 
na ken at a third too high, or at * per cent. diſadvantage to out 
„ 2 Iron export. Vet, what does Mr. Wedgwood ſay? That Britain 
al; i; defrauded in the buſineſs, and that Ireland has evaded the equa- 
res zation, What hope can there be that the two kingdoms ſhould 
ally erer be agreed, on ſuch a principle as this? Nothing that is ſub- 
nuſt le and intricate can ever be the foundation of ſettlement and 
lent concord. As to the ſingle inſtance, laſt mentioned, that of iron, 
row bow is the difference of duty on the raw material to be counter- 
otſe wed, throughout all the ſtages of that manufacture, from an hob 
the ul, to the ſpring of a watch ? If there is to be a different coun- 
not trailing duty, fbr each ſtage, what end of it? If an average is to 
ut 4 be ſtruck, on what principle is the medium to be eben If a 
tion luisfaQory duty to all ſides could be found (which is hopeleſs) 
ture bow long might it continue ſatisfactory or equal? It is ſaid that 
y fa- idiſcovery has been juſt made, by which, old and caſt iron can 
cern. de rendered as fit for uſe as ever, 2 that Britain may have little or 
mit- do occaſion for imported iron, This would at once make the 
cent. qualizing duty abſurd, If Ireland ſhould find plenty of iron at 
ufac- tome, that would alter the ſtate of the queſiion another way. 
cent. Lrery new material that may be diſcovered throughout the whole 
1erate atent of the globe z every new quality of an old material; great 
— changes in the political, as well as diſcoveries in the phy cal 
es 


es 3 world, may laugh to ſcorn the vanity of man, when he attempts 
| tney 0 give a fixed and unchangeable form to things that God and na- 
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| how re have ordained to be fluuating. An incident has happened 
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duting the pendency of this ſyſtem, which proves its inſuſſici 


eney, - | 
Both nations have been obliged to paſs, with precipitation, « 1 
bill to prevent the exportation of hay, which, had this ſyſtem de 
deen adopted, neither of them could have done. Here then is one ant 
eaſe occurring in a ſhort period (how many more may occur here- he 
after) which was never cbreſeen either in the ioth, the 11th, the Ne 
16th, 18th, nor finally in the 2oth propoſition—for at different na! 
times I think thoſe propoſitions, in their various ſtates, have aſſumed Ire 


theſe ſeveral numbers. As to the fourth propoſition, there is 
ſuch an extravagant abſurdity in ſaying that it does not interfere 
with your legiſlative authority, that if a majority in both houſes 
of the Britiſh parliament could hold ſuch a doctrine, it would 
be a demonſtration to all the reſt of the world that we ought to 
reject the propoſition. And why ? Becauſe it would prove that 
in a caſe where the rights of Ireland and the power of Britain were 
in queſtion, the Britiſh parliament could not judge as they would 
Judge in any other caſe. In ſuch a caſe if would prove that all 
ideas of equality, and all che common meaſures of reaſon ceaſed 
to operate, What would follow? That in making laws, impo- 
ſing the ſame veſtraints and conferring the ſame benefits, their 
* * errof would purſue their 1 Indeed it 
is ſufficiently evident, that the ſtate of che two kingdoms is ſo 
different, that the ſame reſtraint and the ſame benefits would not 
be equal, but in many inſtances extremely unequal; and if ia all 
Caſes the inequality as to Ireland were to be as great as the 
1 of our legiſlature by the fourth propoſition is mani- 
feſt, a code of greater inequality would not be ealily to be found. 
The point is zoo clear to be proved, except by an appeal to the 
Conſcience and common underſtandings of men tn e Lenden in- 
terrogatories. If the condition contained in the fourth propoſition 
is of no efficacy, why is it declared to be fundamental and indiſ- 
nſible ? If it leaves the Iriſh parliament as much at liberty as it 

1s at preſent, is it of any efficacy? And if it does not, is it not 
an impairment of its legiſlation ? Has the crown the ſame legilla- 
tive authority with the houſes of parliament ? Certainly not- 
What is the difference ? The crown has not the originating and 
deliberative power of legiſlation * It has only a final negative. 
To this the fourth propofition would reduce the Iriſh parliament a 
to external legiſfation. Would this make no difference? The 
commons have an ampler legiſlation as to money, than the lords. 
Why? Becauſe the lords can neither originate nor alter. But the 
negative that would be left by the fourth propoſition to the Iriſh 
parljament, would not be the free negative of the crown. The 
negatiye of the Irith partiament would be ſhaken by compact, and 
could not be exerciſed but under the inipeachment and danget 
of a violation of treaty. A violation of treaty is allowed to be ® 
juſt cauſe of war. If the Britiſh parliament declared that Ireland 
had been guilty of a flagrant breach of treaty, the King of Brin, 
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5 at their defire, muſt declare war with Ireland, and the King of 
Ireland muſt join him. If the two houſes of the Iriſh parliament 


declared that Britain had been guilty of a flagrant breach of treaty, 
and deſired the King of Ireland to declare war with Britain, could 
4 he do ſo ? or would the King of Ireland join him? certainly not. 
e No, nor the army of Ireland neither, nor any part of the Britiſh 
t nayy that was paid by Ireland, What legiſlative authority has 
d Ireland here, or what reciprocity ? 

is Neither is external legiſlation only invaded. Internal legiſlation 
re 25 to duties and regulations on import and on export, and on ar- 
es ticles foreign as well as colonial, 1s trenched upon and mortgaged. 
Id As to the liberty of trade, the commerce of Africa, Aſia, Ame- 
to rica, the Faſt and the Weſt Indies, is laid under reſtraint or mono- 
at poly; Iwill not follow the ſyſtem through its minor inequalities. 
re Thus far it was neceſſary to go, and ſtric , 3 The 
Id twenty Britiſh propoſitions are on your table, ſo alſo is the Britiſh 
all bill founded on thoſe propoſitions, It is evident if the Iriſh bill 
ſed does not correſpond as to thoſe points that the Britiſh pailiament 


have declared to be indiſpenſible, that it is abſurd to proceed up- 
on it. The right honourable ſecretary ſays, that the Iriſh bill is 
founded on the eleven propoſitions that left this Houſe. Were it 


clauſe he has recited (after many times coming to it, and many 
times retiring from it) that clauſe I ſay, embodying the fourch 
propoſition (as well as evident references to others of the twenty 
propoſitions,) ſhews that it is not ſo, At leaſt it proves that it 
n not ſo, unleſs the ſame ſenſe and latitude, in which it has been 
lad, in the Britiſh parliament, that the Britiſh bill is founded, on 
thoſe pretended and miſcalled Iriſh propoſitions. The art that 
has been uſed, in changing perpetually the number and arrange- 
nent of the propoſitions z and again in ſome variation of arrange- 
m:nt and matter in the Britiſh bill, and a till greater variation in 
in the bill now offered, is evident. It is meant to puzzle; 
but its conſequences muſt be to revolt and to repell. Were you 
lulled by this variation into the reception of the bill, the doctrine 
in its paſſage would be, that it was abſurd to receive, if you 
ad not mean to proceed in it; and that it was abſurd to proceed 
vithout acceding to the indiſpenſible conditions, In a word, what 
follows ? that we ought to put an end to the buſineſs, and the 
ſoo er we do it the better. The public has been too long agitated 
Uready, The only good that has reſulted, is that both nations 
may fee, that there is nothing in commerce about which tey 
ought to quarrel, Temper has been ſhewn on both ſides, and[ 
bope it will remain. The importance of the ſubject demandd 
tee diſcuſſion, and that neither kingdom ſhould feel reſentment 
er chagrin, at the deliberation of the other. In private and in 
public, 1 have always ſaid ſo, from the commencement of this 
Weſtis1, and the event has confirmed me in that ſentiment. 


ſo, who is not now ſatisfied that we ought to reject it? But the 
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The Right Honourable the CuANcELLOR or Tue Exchr⸗ 
QUER.—] cannot fit ſilent when J hear a meaſure in which I am 
proud to have had a conſiderable part, repreſented by ſo many 
gentlemen as injurious to the independence of the triſh legiſlature, 
and a barter of the conſtitution for commerce. I ſhould think my- 
ſelf, indeed, unworthy of a feat in this Houſe, or the name of 
Iriſhman, if 1 could conſent to barter an atom of the liberty of 
my country for all the commerce in the world; but I am fo full 
ſatisfied the preſent meaſure does not violate it in the ſmallet 
degree, that I cannot repreſs my ſurpriſe at it. When gentlemen 
fay that it violates the conſtitution, they forget that they have 
recorded a ſimilar condition in every ſeſſion ſince the freedom of 
their legiſlature was eſtabliſhed, My right honourable friend 
{the Attarney General} has quoted the reſolution of this Houſe 
in 1779. I will now read the ſtatute of 1781: 

* And whereas ſuch part of the trade between this kingdom 
te and the Britiſh colonies in America, the Weſt Indies, and the 
< Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, as was not enjoyed 
© by this kingdom, previous to the laf ſeſſion of parliament, can 
be enjoyed and have continuance fo lang, and in ſuch caſe only, 
as goods to be imported from the ſaid colonies, plantations, or 
o ſettlements into this kingdom, or to be exported from this king- 
* dom. to the ſaid colonies, plantations, or ſettlements, ſhall 
* liable to equal duties and drawbacks, and be ſubject to the 
- ©* ſame ſecurities, regulations and teſtrictions as the like goods 
are liable and ſubjeQ to, upon being imparted from the ſaid 
5 colonies, plantations or ſettlements into Great Britain, or ex- 
ported from thence to ſuch colonies, plantations or ſettlements 
< reſpeCtively z be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, for the 
* advancement of the ſaid tiade : 

A ſtatute ed at a time when the ſpirit ef the nation was as 
high as ever it has been, and her jealouſy of the conſtitution a3 
great. Now, Sir, here is the expreſs condition, - [Mr. Grattan. 
defired to know what trade ?] of the plantation trade, the very 
trade now in agitation; and if accepting trade on conditians 
would deſtroy the conſtitution, our conſtitution had been long 
ſince deſtroyed ; even in the very year of its emancipation. But 
the right honourable gent?eman acknowledges the condition which 
he makes ſo dangerous now, to be. ſimilaf to that one which he 
then and ever ſince deemed ſo innocent. Vet he ſays it extends 
to foreign trade, that is, to foreign colonies, as if the greater ot 
leſs extent could change its conſtitutional or unconſtitutianal na- 
ture; but will gentlemen conſider the matter, ſtripped. of all 
oratory or declamation? Great Britain has colanies,. ſhe offers 
full communication of her trade with them to Ireland, on condi- 
tion of trading on the ſame terms ſhe does herſelf ; ong of thoſe 
terms is equal duties and regulations, which the gentlemen, admit 
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to be fair and harmleſs, for we have done it in part theſe two paſt 
ſeſſions 3 another of the terms is a like protection as Great Bri- 
tain gives to their produce againſt the produce of foreign colonies, 
This too is fair, but it deſttoys our conſtitution 3 what pitiful 
reaſoning! It does not deſtroy us to receive a monopoly of their 
conſumption z but to give them a preference, not a monopoly of 
ours, annihilates our independence. No man of common ſenſe 
can heſitate that it is fair we ſhould receive the trade on the ſame 
terms as Britain. The colonies are hers, and ſhe has a tight to 
annex thoſe terms. The trade with them is a gift from her, and 
the gift is conditional ; ſhe offers to take us into partnerſhip in 
their ttade; ſhe, an old eſtabliſhed country, riſen by commerce 
alone to a height above any other European power, inyites us to 
partake of the means that raiſed her to wealth and greatneſs, to a 
full and equal ſhare in that trade which coſt her millions to ob- 
tain z and this ſhe does, without deſiring any thing towards that 
coſt, or for their maintenance, or any return, fave a ſmall ſhare 
of that alone which may ariſe from our profits in that new part- 
aerſhip. 

But if the confining ourſelves to the Britiſh colonies, or accept- 
ing the trade on thoſe conditions be injurious, an honoutable gen- 
fleman [Mr. Flood] contends we have done it already ; he has 
laboured much to prove that the tranſaction of 1780 was a com- 
pat, and not a gift, and ſays it was a compact, becauſe we gave 
a conſideration, three conſiderations, each of more value than the 
gift / we gave monopoly for monopoly, that is, in other words, 
we agreed to prohibit the goods of other colonies, the very thing 
that is now held up as a ſurrender of legiſlature z the fact is, we 
did, and ſtill do prohibit by heavy duties, the fame as Britain 

ys, for all foreign colony produce, In theory, therefore, we 

ve agreed to what he now ſays cannot be agreed to without ruin, 

and in ptactice we have done the very thing without injury, if 
not with benefit to our trade, His other conſiderations are curi- 
ous we gave revenue, that is, we received liberty to import an 
article, ſugars, that would bear a conſiderable revenue, which 
we muſt have otherwiſe impoſed, elſewhere, as he ſtrangely con- 
ſtrues the accepting the means of a revenue into giving one. His 
third conſideration is ſtill more wonderous ; we gave loyalty, 
Good Heavens! in an Iriſh Houſe of Commons does he ſay that 
Ve gave our duty to our prince for a grant of trade? 

But how any man can ſay that this meaſure trenches on the inde- 
pendence of our legiſlatute, I cannot imagine x you need not adopt 
any laws that Great Britain may paſs for the regulation of com- 
merce z. if you do not approve them, you may reje& them when- 
ever you think proper x you do but reject the benefit of the con- 
dition, and return to the ſituation in which you are; but the 
fame member has proved the necellity of introducing the bill, for 
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when ſuch abilities as his can ſo far miſconceive its tendency, it 
ought to be introduced, in order to be fully underſtood. He has 
obſerved largely on each propoſition, and nothing was ever ſo 


miſtated, miſrepreſented and miſunderſtood, as every part of them. 


has been by him. It would be abſurd to follow him through all 

his errors, many of them the moſt ignorant child would be St 

ed to advance ; but I will point out a few, not perhaps fo obvi- 
us without examination. 

An honourable gentleman has ſaid, we gave loyalty for the 
colony trade. Good Heaven, what a conſideration from an Iriſh 
Houſe of Commons to their prince! The ſame honourable gen- 
tleman has alluded to me, and ſaid, that I voted againſt a decla- 
ration of rights. I deny it; I declared my opinion of the inde- 

dence of our legiſlature from this very ſeat, early in the de- 
— z but did he vote for it? He did not; and I ſay the ho- 
nourable gentleman did not vote ſor it, but lamented that it had 
been brought in that day. 

[Here the Speaker interfered to order.] 


Mr. FLoop.— l appeal to the Houſe, whether I did not enter 
into a long declaration on the fubject. 


The CarancelLiort or THe ExcaeqQuer.—l ſhall leave 
this ſubject as a leſſon to the honourable gentleman, never for the 
future to charge facts that are unfounded. I ſhall now proceed 
to the honourable gentleman's obſervations. He ſays, ** Mark 
the cunning with which the reſolutions are drawn, to the injury 
* of Ireland; there is no new prohibition to be allowed on the 
import from one country to the other.“ This is certainly a great 
evil, eſpecially if we conſider that the exportation of Iriſh pro- 
ducts to England amounts to two millions, and an half annually, 
and the exportation of Britiſh products to Ireland amounts but to 
one million, ſo it is beneficial to a country which may by prohi- 
bitions loſe two millions and an half, to alter prohibitions, and 
the country that ſends more than ſhe takes is not wiſe in guarding 
againſt mutual prohibition. 


Another diſcovery the honourable gentleman has made is that 
countervailing duties are unfair. Why ? Becauſe the brewery 


of Ireland will thereby be effectually protected. The honourable 
gentleman complains of the report of the Engliſh privy council, 
who ſay that to put Ireland and England on a footing of exact 
reciprocity, as to linen, Ireland ought to give a bounty on the 


exportation of Engliſh linens, becauſe England gives a bounty 


on the exportation of Iriſh linens, Can any thing be more jult ? 
Yet England has no. idea of making ſuch a demand, but is ready 


by this adjuſtment to ſecure the exportation of Iriſh linens for 


ever. If, indeed; the adjuſtment was to take away the benefit 
from Ireland, it would be a good cauſe for tejecting it; but as it 
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for ever confirms all the advantages we derive from our linen 
trade, and incapacitates England from making any law that can 
be injurious to it, ſurely gentlemen who regard that trade will be 
forward to embrace it. 

Another of, his curious objeQtions is, that as we have not 2 
navy of our own, if we aſſiſt the. navy of the empire, England 
will turn that navy to her own ambitious — To what 
ambitious purpoſe? To the protection of commerce, and of the 
colonies which are now become ours. 

In the moment that the gives up her monopoly of colonies, ſhe 
is accuſed of ambitious purpoſes for her ſeparate aggrandize- 
ment, 

The honourable gentleman complains, that the bill now before 
the Engliſh parliament makes it neceſſary that every proper and 
authentic document to prevent ſmuggling ſhould be ſent by the 
revenue officers of this country with any foreign ef plantation 
goods ſent from hence to England, but that the ſame precaution 
18 not taken with regard to the ſame kind of goods ſent from Eng- 
land to Ireland. This is the ſtrongeſt argument for waiting the 
introduction of the Iriſh bill; it ſpeaks the conſciouſneſs of the 
Engliſh parliament, that they could not preſcribe to our revenue 
officers what document ſhould be ſatisfactory to them on receiv- 
ing goods from England, but that the Iriſh parliament alone, in 
their own bill, could determine that matter. : 

The honourable gentleman talks of bounties, and ſays by abo- 
liſhing bounties we ſhall no longer be able to bring corn to this 
city z our inland corn bounties, he ſays, are to be turned into 

otecting duties for England. A ſtrange conception! But why 

as he fixed on corn and flour? If he had read the reſolution 
on which he is arguing, he would have ſeen that corn and flour 
are every where exempted. | 

Another argument of the honourable gentleman is, that the- 
declaring that neither country hereafter can lay any new prohibi- 
tion on native productions, implies cunningly that it may on fo- 
reign. What an argument! when the very firſt principle of the 
ſyliem is, that a mutual interchange of foreign commodities is 
or ever to take place between the two kingdoms, But would 
the honourable gentleman wiſh to leave it in the power of either 
nation to prohibit their native commodities ? would he wiſh to 
leave it in the power of England to prohibit the exportation of 
coals, falt, iron, bark, hops, and many other articles, or to 
raiſe a revenue on theſe articles when exported hither. 

The honourable gentleman talks of wool. I admit if you 
balance wool againſt wool, that his argument is right z but the 
Juſt way is to balance the whole of the exports z ſhe engages never 
to prohibit articles which are neceffary almoſt to our exiſtence, - 
and we engage not to prohibit articles which bring us in 300, ol. 
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a year. Woollen or linen yarn, which we have exported for 2 
whole century, and without keeping a market for the redundancy 
by export, we could not enſure plenty for our own manufac- 
ture, | | 

The gentleman too tatally miſtates the caſe of patents and 

aßen Britiſh patents and copy: rights are protected in 
Britain by ptohibition againſt import. The reſolutions ſay to us, 
| ect your*s in like manner; a meaſure never yet adopred here, 
2 muſt promote genius, printing, and invention in lre- 

n | 

- Lam aſhamed, Sir, of taking up ſo much of your time on a 
ſubje& which might be ſo eaſily underſtood by any capacity; I 
ſhall therefore quit the honourable gentleman and come to the 
queſtion'of conſtitution, ' which I do not at all think involved in 
this ſubſect. For if Great Britain grants us a full partnerſhip in 
all her trade in all her colonies, if ſhe admits us to a full participa- 
tion in the benefits of her navigation laws, by which ſhe has raiſed 
hetſelf to be the greateſt commercial power in the world if ſhe 
does not call upon us to contribute to the expence of the partner- 
ſhip, but merely to receive our ſhare of the profits, and ſays we 
may continue in that partnerſhip only ſo long as we chuſe, can 
any man ſay, the condition of it is a ſurrender of our legiſlature ? 
Let us then look at the ſubjeR, free from imaginary dread of con - 

ſtitution. . 
Britain imports annually from us 2,500,000); of our products, 
all; or very nearly all, duty free, and covenants never to lay a 
duty. We import about 2,000,000, of bers, and raiſe a revenue 
on almoft every article of it, and reſerve the power of continuing 
that revenue. She exports to us ſalt for our fiſheries and proviſi- 
ons brow which we cannot grow; coals, which we cannot raiſe z 
tar which we have not, and bark which we cannot get elſewhere, 
and all theſe without reſerving any duty, or a power to raiſe any 
on them ; though her own ſubjects pay, two three or four ſhil- 
lings # chaldron for her own coals, ſent coaftways, and in Lon- 


don ſeven ſhillings. We charge a duty for our own here on almoſt | 


every artiele we ſend to her. She almoſt fuined our manufacture 
of fall cloth, by bounties on export of her own. In 1750, or 
thereabouts, when her bounty commenced, we exported more 
than we imported, and in 1784 we exported none, and imported 
180,000 yards; he now withdraws that bounty. And let me 
digreſs here a little on ſail-cloth,' which although gentlemen affect 


to deſpiſe when mentioned, will be an immediate ſource of wealth 


by this adjuſtment. 1. This bounty is to be removed. 2. Its 


export to the Indies is to be allowed 3 and Great Britain ex ported 
there, in 1782, about 200,000 ells. 3. There is a Briti laws 4 
obliging every Britiſh and colony ſhip to have its firſt ſuits of 

| | — Britiſh, ' 4. There 


Britin tail · cloth. Iriſh now is to be 
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16 2 preference of two pence an ell green by Pritiſh law to Britiſh 
fait-cloth, over foreign, for the Britiſh navy. Iriſh is now to 
have the ſame preference. 5, The ſurplus of the hereditary re- 
venue is to be applied in the firſt place to the purchaſe of Iriſh 
fail-cloth. All theſe give a glorious proſpe& for that valuable 
manufaQture. But to return, were a man to look for the country 
moſt advantageous to ſettle manufacture, what would be his 
choice ? One where labour and proviſions are cheap, that is 
Ireland 3 and next to have a rich, extended and ſteady market 
near him, which England, ftretched-along-fide, affords. Gentle- 
men -undervalue the reduction of Britiſh dutics on our manufac- 
tures 3 l agree with them, it may not operate ſoon, but we are 
to look forward to a final ſettlement, and it is impoſſible but that 
in time, with as good climate, equal natural powers, cheaper 
food, and fewer taxes, we muſt be able to ſell to them. Wheg 
commercial jealouſy is banilbed by final ſettlements, and trade 
takes its natural and ſteady courſe, the kingdoms will ceaſe to 
look to tivalſhip, each will make that fabric which it can do 
cheapeſt, and buy from the other what it cannot make fo low. 
Labour will be then truly employed to profit, and this ſyſtem will 
attain its real object, conſolidating the ſtrength of the remaining 
parts of the empire, by encouraging the communications of their 
market among themſelves, with preterence to every part againſt 
| trangers, | | 
; I —_ not mention the navigation act, the proper benefits of 
which we have ſo long looked for; I will only obſerve, that 
Great Britain could never agree to receive the Britiſh colonies 
goods from us, unleſs we prohibited the goods of foreign colonies 


* 


28 the does, which is a powerful argument for that part of the 


ſyſtem. Let us alſo obſerve, that now, for the firſt time, Great 
Pritain offers us a right for ever in all preſent and future colonies, 
without any right to call on us either to procure, ſupport, or 
preſerve them ; ſbe maintains them, we ſhare all the profits ; and, 
not only their goods, but all goods of Iriſh produce, are to 
paſs through Britain duty free. Can foreign nations after this js 
ſettled, make diſtinction between Britiſh and Iriſh goods? We 
ſhall laugh at Portugal folly. | | x 
| could run out for hours into the many benefits of this ſyſtem z 
but I have tired the Houſe too long; let me only implore you not 
to reject this meaſure for ill- founded, viſionary objections, ot 
facrifice realities to ſhadows. If this infatuated country gives up 
the preſent offer, ſhe may look for it again in yain ; things cannot 
remain as they are 3 commercial jealculy is rouzed, it will in- 
creaſe with two independent legiſlatures, if they do not mutually 
declare the principles whereby their powers thall be ſeparately em- 
ployed, in directing the common concerns of a wretched trade 


and without an united intereſt of commerce in a commercial em- 
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pire, political uinion will receive many ſhocks, and ſeparatioz 
of intereſts muſt threaten ſeparation of conneQion, which every 
honeſt Iriſbman muſt ſhudder to look at. 

I will ſay, that if this meaſure be refuſcd, Ireland will receive 
more ſolid injury than from any other evil that ever befell her; 
it is in vain for gentlemen to think we can goon as we have done 
for ſome years, or to expect to cope with England in a deſtruc- 
tive war of bounties 3; our ſituation muſt every day become more 
dilticult, and it is impoſſible to foreſee the event. 


Mr. Maxcuvs BexesrorD.—At this late hour of the debate, 
and after the able manner in which the whole ſyſtem has been 
ftated by my two, right honourable friends, it would be idle in 
me, and treſpaſſing on your patience, were [I to enter into the 
ſtatement of the ſyſtem in general z but I truſt I ſhall obtain an 
indulgent hearing, when J confine myſelf wholly to reply to 
the principal arguments which have fallen from the oppolers of 
this ſyſtem, | ' 

The right honourable gentleman on the ſecond bench, [ Mr; 
Grattan, ] certainly challenges my attention. Firſt, as his ſpeech 
was the moſt able, and conveyed in the moſt brilliant language. 
The right honourable gentleman ſet out with ſtating the hiſtory 
of the free trade in 1779: He ſtated that in 1779 we obtained 
a free trade to all the world, the colonies of Great Britain ex- 
cepted. To that I muſt beg leave to add another exception; the 
monopoly of the India trade was never ſurrendered. Taking 
the trade then as ſtated by the right honourable member, that 
if we give up the trade with the colonies ve may trade wich 
all the reft of the world, I will aſk the right honourable gen- 
tleman will he ſtate with what part of the world we are likely to 
trade with equal advantage as with the Britiſh colonies ; and 
will he ſtate that we ſhall with any foreiga colonies at all. Does 
not the right honourable gentleman, and almoſt every individual 
in this Houſe know, that the French, and almoſt every other 
nation of Europe who poſſeſs colonies, retain their colonial 
trade for themſelves ; and even ſuppoſing they ſhould admit us 
to trade with their colonies, will the right honourable member 
inſure us, that their terms will be better than thoſe offered by 
Great Britain. He ſtared, that when we received the colony 
trade in 1780, we did not give up the right we had to trade 
with foreign colonies. I will admit we did not expreſs]y, but 
it certainly was an implied part of the bargain; for it is impot- 
ſihle Great Britain can admit you to the trade of her Weſt India 
iſlands, unleſs you confine your trade to her colonies alone. If 
then we cannot have both, which is it moſt advantageous to 
- poſſeſs? Will the right honourable gentleman ſtate how we are 
to carry on a trade with foreign colonies in time of war z will 


Great Britain afford us the protection of her navy to a trade 
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prejudicial to her intereſt? The right honourable omen has 
fated, that we are at liberty to ſelect what articles we chuſe 
to trade in With the Britiſh colonies, and equalize the duties 
on ſuch articles only as it is our intereſt to trade in. Now if 
that fact be true, that we can make exceptions in one article, 
it is equally true that we can do it in many. Suppole then 
we equalize the duties on one article only, what is the con- 
ſequence? You might export the manufaQtures of Ireland to 
the Britiſh Weſt Indies without taking any of the produce of the 
iſlands in return. Is it probable that Great Britain could ever 
intend to communicate the trade of the 8 colonies to this 
country on terms ſo diſadvantageous to the Britiſh merchants? 
So much for what has fallen from the right honourable gentle- 
man, with regard to the trade with the Britiſh and foreign colo- 
nies; but before I take leave of that bench, I muſt advert to 
what has fallen from another right honourable gentleman. He 
ſtated with an air of triumph, that a noble duke on the other 
fide of the water had not made uſe of expreflions attributed to 
him in the public prints; and how did he endeavour to prove 
it? By ſhewing that leading men in Lord — admi- 
niſtration had ſtated in this Houſe, that a general ſyſtem of com- 
merce was to be ſettled between Great Britain and Ireland, and 


that it was impoſſible for his Grace to have declared in the Bri- 


tin Houſe of Lords, that no further conceſſions were to be 
granted to Ireland, when his miniſters in this Houſe ſtated that 
2 great ſyſtem was in agitation. But as I was preſent at the 
debate alluded to, I mult beg to ſtate, that the noble duke did 
fay, that whatever might be floating in the minds of individuals 


of that cabinet, he knew of no determinations of the cabinet 


to make any further conceſſions to Ireland; and that if any 


had been determined, he would have implored to have himſelf 


laid at his Majeſty?s feet to reſign his office, that he might not 
be made the inſtrument of ſuch a capital diſgrace and capital 
min. The declaration then of Lord ' Northington's adminiftra- 
tion, if not authoriſed by the cabinet of Great Britain, was 
calculated only to deceive this country; and I, among others 
was fool enough to credit their aſſertions. An honourable and 


learned member has ſaid, that the attempt of my right honour- 


able friend has convinced him, that the ſyſtem is indefenſible ; 
his atttempt to anſwer him has proved a parable between this 


country and America, and has aſſerted, that the ciſmemberment 


of America aroſe from the paſſing of laws ſimilar to thoſe which 
are now under conſideration in the Britiſh parljament, and has 
ſtated the tea act as an example. Sorry am I to hear this coun- 
try compared to America in this Houſe, but the caſe is certainly 
very different: The parliament of Great Britain attempted to 
tax America without her conſent; here Great Britain only ſub- 
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mits to the conſideration of Ireland if ſhe will conſent to enad 
by her own parliament, laws ſimilar to thoſe enacted in Great 
Britain, with-regard to the Plantation trade and navigation; if 
you will take the trade of Great Britain on the ſame terms 
which ſhe enjoys it herſelf: Another honourable member began 
with ſtating, that the ſettlement of 1779 was as permanent 23 
any made between nation and nation, and he at the ſame time 
flates, chat the king's ſpeech, at the opening of the ſeſſion, de- 
clares that thoſe matters are now to be ſettled which were not 
before ſettled; that is to fay, thoſe things are now to be finally 
Fercled which were ſo ſettled before. He ſtates, that we can 
at preſent trade with the colonies z but if that trade is not per- 
manent, what ſecurity have we for the enjoyment of it ?—He 
has ſtated, in a humourous ftile of punning, that we paid Eng- 
land to aboliſh circuitous trade through Great Britain into Ire. 
land, and that we are now again going to pay, in order to eſta- 
bliſh a circuitous trade through Ireland into Great Britain, en- 
deavouring to confound the difference between a cireuitous trade 
through Ireland to Great Britain, and vice verſa, as if he were 
ignorant that the former is as advantagous as the latter is diſad- 
vantageous ; but I truſt I know what reception this tile of ſpeał · 
ing muſt meet in this Houſe. He has ſaid, that as the appoint. 
ment of the revenue officers throughout the colonies is veſted 
in the government of Great Britain, the Iriſh merchant cannot 
trade on equal terms with the Engliſh. To that I reply, that 
it is not in the power of any revenue officer to injure the fair 
trader, and that he is as liable to an action for any illegal act, 
under colour of his office, from an Iriſh as an Engliſh merchant. 
He talked much of the ſtipulation to pay for the navy of Great 
— and has ſaid the country was ptotected during the war 
y the volunteers. I admit it was, and I can boaſt the honour 
of being enrolled among volunteers at a time others might come 
to their meetings with haughty triumph and infolent contempt, 
to aſk was the country arrayed ; but | muſt beg leave to diſtin- 
#h between thoſe volunteers who defend their country in time 
of war, and thoſe who aſſume the name, and meet in con- 
grefs and convention. And hete let me have ſome degree of 
title to be heard in anſwer to this argument, about the ori- 
ination of bills, for I have never been an advocate for the 
originating of bills out of this Houſe. I have never brought 
bills from convention to this Houfe, but have ever ſtood up 
for its privileges, and I truſt ever ſhall, He has talked of 
your voting a perpetual money. bill, Is he then ignorant, that 
the hereditary revenue is already perpetual ? He has aſked 
to propoſe, if you were in England to adopt laws of your 


ſhadow of pretence have you to make laws for her colonies? 


2 making, would ſhe acquieſce? No, ſhe would not. 
hat 
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And here let me obſerve, the honourable member has ſometimes 
ſtated that the fourth propoſition referred to your foreign trade, 
whereas it refers only to your trade with the Britiſh colonies, 
zud the navy of Great Britain. The boon granted by Great Bri- 
rain is the trade to the Weſt Indies, which the only requires you 
ſhould take on the ſame terms which the Britiſh merchants enjoy 
it, How does Great Britain maintain theſe colonies, and that 
trade (he 1mparrs to you but by her navy? and what is the bulwark 
of that navy but the navigation? This ſhe requires you to adopt 
for the ſtrength of the navy of the empire, It has been ſaid, that 
we give up our diſcretionary power when we adopt this propoſi- 
tion, To that I reply, that in all treaties between independent 
nations you give up part of your diſcretion ; and England farnithes 
in this very treaty a moſt ſtriking example, when ſhe binds herſelf 
to give a continual preference to your linen manufacture, though 
Ruiſia or Germany ſhould hold out ever ſuch advantageous terms 
io induce her to admit their linens on _ terms. Shall ſhe give 
up her diſcretion of acceding to thefe terms? Every caſe in 
which Great Britain calls on you to adopt laws fimilar to thoſe 
which ſhe enacts, is in favour of Ireland. The honourable gen- 
tleman ſays, that England is to be the ſole judge of laws con- 
ferring equal benefits, If theſe propoſitions are adopted, let 
ne ſee who will date to put that conſtruction on them. If 
wy one ſhould, (to uſe the phraſe of the honourable member) 
| will not ceaſe to hunt the lave. I meant to have followed 
through other parts of his ſpeecbz but I mult take the liberty 
of obſerving, he has been ſo extremely prolix, I cannot follow him 
a his example. | | 

The Honourable W. W. Por x faid he wiſhed for an opportu- 
ity of declaring his ſentiments, and though he poſſeſſed a good 
opinion of the preſent adminiltration, yet he would not ſuffer it to 
bias him, becauſe he conſidered the queſtion now before the Houſe 
aqueſtion in which their deareſt intereſts were involved, and he 
thought, therefore, that government could not make a recompence 
for his vote, if his heart did not conſent to it. He ſaid that what he 
ad heard from gentlemenin —_— convinced him that they op- 
paled the motion, for leave to bring in the bill, upon principle, and. 
tought it impoſſible that England and Ireland ſhould agree upon 
the propoſed terms of ſettlement z indeed they ever ſeemed to wiſh 
that they ſhould not. He was not, he ſaid, ſo vain as to think 
linſelf poſſeſſed of the abilities of a right honourable gentleman 
dear him, [Mr. Grattan] but as well as he could underſtand what 
ud fallen from him, he thought it appeared to go in dire ſepara= 
ion of Great Britain and Leland, 
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Me. Gram Tan ſaid the honourable gentleman had no right to 
draw any ſuch inference. What he had {aid was, that if it came 
to the queſtion, whether the empire or the conſtitution was to be 
facribced; he, as an Iriſhman, would anſwer— periſh the empire, 
live the conſtitution ! ys ©, | bt 
Mr. Por x ſaid the right honourable gentleman, by interrupting 
him, had given him an opportunity of ſetting him right, as to the 
part of his ſpeech to which he had meant to aHude. He ſaid the 

aſſage he had intended to refer to, was that in which the right 
el gentleman had ſaid, what Ireland had gained from 
Great Britain was the acquiſition of war;; and had intimated, that 
the country might have recourſe to foreign colonies. 


Mr. GAT TAN. I am fo accuſtomed to hear in this Houſe 
what is not ſtrictly regular, that | have no objection to the henour- 
able gentleman's making what uſe or advantage he pleaſes of my 
expreſſions. I ſaid, and I claim my words, that by the pro- 
poſed bill, Ireland was called upon to conſent to a revocation in 
the time of peace of the acquiſition of war.“ 


Mr. Poi.e,—As the right honourable gentleman claims his 
words, I muft admit that h&'is right. If that was not the caſe, I 
would appeal to the Chair, whether che freedom of debate does not 
allow every gentleman to ſtate, what ſtrikes him as the conftruc« 
tion of words that fell in the courſe of diſcuſſion. I will ſtill fay 
that the right honourable gentteman's ſpeech tended to ſeparation; 
and | will alſo ſay that I am not the perſon who would fay in this 
Houſe what | would not ſay out of ir. It has ever been à rule 
with me never to advance in public what I am not equally ready 
to advance and maintain in private, The ſpeeches of the two 
great leaders of oppoſition appear to me to breathe a wilh for a ſe- 
paration between the two countries. For my part, as to the bill, 
| ao woſt heartily approve of it, and I am not aſhamed to own 
that I do ; as I do it from principle x and J am convineed it is 1 
good bill for this country; and if any thing was wanting to con- 
vince me that it is ſo, the reply made by my right honourable 
friend {the Chancellor of the Exchequer} to one of the wildeſt, 
moſt inconſiſtent, and I had almoſt ſaid ignorant ſpeeches ever de- 
livered by a man of abilities, would have that effect. 1 hope, 
therefore, and have little doubt that | ſball have the fatisfaQtion of 
ſeeiag it carried by a very conſiderable majority. | 


Mr. KeaxNey faid that nothing would have induced him, at 
ſo very unſeatonable an hour, to have troubled the Houſe, but the 
dread ne was under that he ſhould never again have an opportunity 
ot ſubmitting his thoughts to a tree independent partiament, if the 
bill which was moved to be brought in ſbould pats ; for the queſtion 
was clearly this, whether the Houſe will chis night give leave t 
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10 bring in a. bill for transferring, as far as parliament can do it, the 
de conftitutional and commercial rights of this independent kingdom, 
de (which have been recently recoveted by the virtue and the ſpirit of 
ey the people of Ireland) to the legiſlature of another country, which, 


until vety lately, laid the trade of Ireland under the mo oppreſ- 
fve reſtrictions. It was theſe reſtrictions which cauſed what has 


10 deen ſo much infiſted on by the ſuppörters of the bill, the ſuperior 
the advantages which the trade of Great Britain was to us, above that 
gb o all other countries. In other words, we were not ſuffered to 
+ ſend any of our manufactutes, except linen, to any other country, 
hat nd therefore we benefited more by that trade which we were permĩt- 
ted to carry on, than by thofe which we were not. I cannot think, ſaid 

ke, that there 13 the leaſt danger of this kingdom's ever forming a cloſe 

uſe connection with any other, except her ſiſter kingdom, for it can 
_ noſt aſſuredly never be her intereſt, Let us for a moment conſi- 
wy ler the advantanges which we are this night told we are to derive 
pou undet this bill j the admiſſion of our linens duty free into Great Bri · 
ha wn; and rock-ſalt and eoal from thence, duty free. I will acknow- 
ledge that the firſt has been of very great advantage to Ireland, but 

his muſt obſerve that the Engliſh likewiſe greatly benefited by this 
ſe, I de, for what has enabled us to pay for the immenſe quantities of 
$ not beit various manufactures, which we conſtantly take, but the pro- 
ruc- luce of linens. We are told that we ought to be much obliged to 
| fay Great Britain for taking off our hands the redundancy of the raw 
tion; WW naterial of our principal manufactute. I cannot look upon it in 
| this bis light, for I am convinced that there cannot be produced any 
rule nſtance in the hiſtory of the commercial world, of any country 
ready pringa preference of trade to another country, from any other 
e two motive than a regard to her own ſuppoſed intereſt, The idea of 
r a (e- lr ading under the influence of any other cauſe, is to the laſt de- 
e bill, Wi pee abſurd, Notwithſtanding all the advantages we derived from 


on e trade with Great Britain, were we not fix years ago very near 
t is 2 Mb bankrupt nation. He then made ſome remarks on the preſent 
o con- jolicy of the different commercial nations of Europe, who are 
zurable ww wiſely endeavouring to ſupply themſelves with the different 
vildeſt, WW nanufaQtures which they have hitherto got from Great Britain, and 
ver de- for that purpoſe prohibited Britiſh manufactures, or laid heavy du- 
hope, des on them. What, ſaid he, muſt the conſequences of that be? 
con of WW That thoſe Britiſh manufacturers who have been employed in 
ü vorking for foreign markets, will turn their hands to that manufac- 
him, at ure for which they have a demand at home, and which we have 
but the ltherto in ſome degree ſupplied them with. As to coals, faid he, 
ortunity WI getting them duty free from Great Britain has produced two 
; (ontequences not very beneficial to this kingdom. It has prevent- 
veſtion A our working our own collieries, and it has cauſed us to. carry 
cave t Al our manufaQurey, except the linen, in the large ſea- port 
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towns, the moſt improper places for them, inſtead of eſtabliſking 


them neur the coal mines, as they have done in England. Beſides, 
2 he, Great Bricain ſuffers her coals to be exported to Holland, 

ubje& to ſome ſmall duty. With reſpe&t to rock-ſalt, without 
which it was ſaid that our fiſheries could not flouriſh, that was a 
miſtake for we might yet French, Spaniſh or Portugal ſalt. He 
conuluded with remarking the folly of pretending to make perma- 
nent regulations for the commerce of two nations, whoſe con- 
merce muſt, from the nature of trade, change ſomuch, that what 
may be thought a wiſe and prudent regulation at preſent, may be 
the very contrary in the courſe of a few years. | 


Right Hon. W. B. Cow Yon lamented the manner in which 
the queſtion had been diſcuſſed 3 he thought that every man who 
had the intereſt of Ireland at heart ſhould have endeavoured to 
promote harmony and cordiality between the two nations, inſtead 

olf Which it had been treated as if the propoſitions had been made by 
a country inimical to Ireland. He was peculiarly concerned that 
his right hon. friend, who he was convinced had the good of this 
country ſincerely at heart, ſhould have been led on to ſound the 
alarm, as if an attempt was made to invade the conſtitutional rights 
of this kingdom, and that at a time when the fiſter kingdom took 
| 1 of declaring her determination to reſpect, equal- 
ly with her own, the independence of Ireland. Old cauſes of 
complaint were brought forward, inſtead of adverting to the re- 
ted acts and declarations of Great Britain ſince the year 1980. 

e declared he could not ſee any reafon why a conſtitutional queſ- 
tion ſhould be involved in this commercial treaty. God forbid that 
he ſhould join in any uc to violate'that conſtitution which we had 
obtained by the ſpirit, firmneſs and-wiſdom of the parliament and 
people, rouſed by the exertion and abilities of the man who had 
exhibited the latter with ſuch ſplendor in the preſent debate. But 
after preſerving the conſtitution, the greateſt bleſſing that could 
happen to this country would be à final ſettlement of commerce 
with Great Britain, upon permanent and ' equitable principles, 

How was this to be effected if fimilar laws were not adopted; and 
now, at a time when Great Britain is negociating commercial 
treaties with all the reſt of the world, we create an impoſlibilty 
of forming any treaty with this kingdom, from an ill founded jea- 
Joufy. 11 laws are ſimilar, muſt not the wording be the fame ? 
And muſt nor they be propounded in one parliament before they are 
adopted by the other, as you have no ambaſſadors, like other 1. 
tions? Hut there is nothing propoſed to de done in the pteſent 

bill different from what you have done in all the bills ſince 1780, 

declaring that a fimilarity of Jaws, manners and cuſtoms mul 

ſtrengthen the affection that ought to ſubſiſt between the two na- 
tions? It appears to me, that you require from the Engliſh par” 

Lament, that which you are ſo jealous of being thought to ſubqt 


— 
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the people, ard can be ſurrendered only by them, We may rati- 


fy our own infamy ; we cannot ratify their ſlavery. He feared the 
Pricifh miniſter was miſtaken in the ger of Ireland, and judged 
of it by former times. Formerly the bufineſs here was carried on 
by purchaſed majorities ; there was a time when the moſt infamous 
meaſure was ſure of being ſupported. by as infamous a majority. 
But things wete changed ; the people were'enlightened and ſtrong; 
they would not bear a ſurrender of their rights, which, he ard, 
would be the conſequence if they ſubmitted to this bill. It con- 
tained a covenant to enact ſuch laws as England ſbould think pro- 
t, that would annihilate the parliament of Ireland The people 
here muſt go to the bar of the Engliſh Houſe of Commons for relief; 
and for acircuitous trade to England, we were accepting, he ſaid, 
a Circuitous conſtitution. | 
Hie ſaid it was different totally from the cafes to which it had 
been compared, the ſettlement F$ryva? or the Methuen treaty : 
There all was ſpecific and defined; here all was fuſtian and uncer- 
tain. A power to bindexternally would involve a power alſo of 
binding internally. This law-gave the power to Great Britain of 
Jud ing what would be A breach of the compact, of conſtruing it, 
jo at of taxing us as ſhe pleaſed, and gave her new ſtrength to en- 
orce our obedience. In ſuch an event, he faid, we muſt either 
fink into utter ſlavery, or the people muſt wade to a reaſſumption 
of their rights through civil blood, or be obliged to take refuge in 
an union, which, he ſaid, would be the annihilation of Ireland, and 
what he ſuſpeQed the miniſter was driving at. Even the Iriſh mi- 
niſter he ſaid no longer pretended to uſe his former language on this 
ſubje& ; formerly we were loſt in a fooliſh admiration at the long 
impedimented mark of oratoric pomp, with which the ſecretary 
diſplayed the magnanimity of Great Britain. That kind of elo- 
quence, he ſuppoſed, was formed upon ſome model, but he ſuſ- 
\peQed that the light of political wiſdom was more eaſily repeated, 
than the heat of eloquence z yet we were jn raptures even with the 
oratory of the hon. gentleman. However he now had deſcended to 
an humble ftile. He talked no more of : reciprocity, no more of 
emporium. He then went into general obſervations to ſhew that 
this treaty would give no ſolid advantages to Ireland, but was 3 
revocation of the grant of 1779. He ſaid he loved the liberty of 
Ireland; he would therefore vote againſt the bill, as ſubverſive of 
that liberty; he would alſo vote againſt jt as leading to a ſchiſm be- 
tween the two nations, that muſt terminate in a civil war, or in an 
union at beſt. He was ſorry, he ſaid, that he trouhled them ſo 
long, but he feared it might be the lait time he ſhould ever have an 
opportunity of addreſling a free parliament z and if, ſaid he, the pe- 
110d is approaching when the boaſted conſtitution of Ireland be no 
more, lown I feel a melancholy ambition in deſerving that my 
name may be inrolled with thoſe who endeavoured to ſave it in is 
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lat moment. Poſterity would be grateful for the laſt effort, though 
it ſhould have failed of ſucceſs, | 


Mr. Mo LVYNAUxXx ſaid he was independent as any man in the 
Houſe, but as he thought the ſyſtem would. be of advantage to Ire- 
land, he would vote for the admiſſion of the bill. 


Mi. TarNCH.— As friend to hoth countries, I think it my du- 
ty to oppoſe the introduCtion of this bill, which, without holding 
out any certain proſpect of advantage to either, is likely to injure 
the intereſts of both, by cauſing endleſs jealouſies, alarms and ap · 
ptehenſions both in England and Ireland. 


Mr. Ro wi. EV. My conſtituents have declared themſelves ad- 
verſe to any ſyſtem that has the twenty reſolutions of the Britiſh 

rliament for its foundation z my own ſentiments perfectly coĩn- 
cide with theirs, and therefore I ſhall vote againſt the motion. 
I is plain, from the ſpeech of the right honourable ſecretary, 
that the bill ro be brought in adopts the eſſential principles of the 
Britiſh reſolutions, and | think it is the duty of every friend to 
lreland to oppoſe a bill that muſt, in its operation, proye injuri- 
ous to her intereſts, ä => | 


Mr. Oct viz faid that all the arguments brought to juſtify 
the clauſes in the fourth, fifth, &c. reſolutions of the Britiſh par - 
liament, were drawn from the famous act of 1780, paſſed in 
conſequence of the Britiſh act, of the 2oth George 3d. c. 10. 
known by the title of the act of free trade. He begged the Houſe 
would honour him with their attention, while he ſhould endea- 
rour to ſhew them that the above act had been mi ſtated, for he 
could not ſuppoſe, intentionally miſrepreſented, by a right ho- 
nourable and learned gentleman, [the Attorney General] whoſe 
authority, he imagined, had miſled all thoſe who had repeated his 
ugument. He ſaid he ſuppoſed that the right honourable gentle- 
man was aware, that the bill introduced by the miniſter in Eng- 
land fur a final ſettlement, clafhed with the act of 1780, and 
could not be paſſed into a law, while the other continued in force, 
and that he had, of conſequence, ſeen the neceſſity of repteſent- 
ing this act, as a favour granted by Great Britain, held at her 
diſcretion, and recallable at her pleaſure, He moſt readily ad- 
mitted, that the act had been a conceſſion from Great Britain, 
but he poſitively denied that it was revokeable at her pleaſure ; 
and the right honourable gentleman could not know the act, if 
he really thought ſo, for it was therein exprefsly enaded, That 
* the importation and exportation, allowed by this act, ſhall com - 
* mence, and have continuance fo long, and in ſuch reſpective 
* caſes only, as the goods or any of chem, &c. ſhall be liable, by 
* ſome act or acts of parliament, to be made in the Kingdom of 
© Ireland, to equal duties and draw backs, and ſball be made ſub- 
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cc {A to the ſame ſecurities, regulations, and reſtrictions, as the 
like goods, &c. exported from, or imported into Great Britain, 
from the Britiſh colonies in the Weſt Indies, America and Afti- 
% ca.” Theſe, he ſaid, were the words of the act, which he 
then held in his hands, by which the duration of the act was put 
for ever out of the power of Great Britain, and made to depend 
entirely on the future acts of Ireland. Great Britain could not, 
at any time, nor under any circumſtances, recall or annul the act; 
but Ireland might forego the advantages granted by the aQ, by 
not performing the conditions annexed to the grant although 
even here care might be taken, that ſhe might relinquiſh the ad- 
vantage in one particular inſtance, without forfeiting the general 
right. The right honourable gentleman's argument, therefore, 
to induce the Houſe to accept the preſent bill, as giving them a 
permanent right to a favour which was held now by an act void- 
able at the pleaſure of Great Britain, not only entirely fell to the 
ground, as being utterly unfounded, but unfortunately it contra- 
dicted what had been argued by the right honourable gentleman 
near him, [Mr. Orde] who had recommended the nt bill as 
a matter of experiment, that might be done away at any time by 
Great Britain, or Ireland. He was ready, however, to agree 
with another right honourable gentleman (Mr. F oter] who had 
argued that the principle of the preſent bill, was the ſame as the 
principle of the 2 Geo. 3. c. 10. This be admitted, but 
that right honourable gentleman when he urged this ſimilarity as 
* ſor the preſent bill, — 4 v3 that it is ex- 
pteſsly provided by that act, that the principle ſbould not be er- 
tended to any part of the trade carried on ot enjoyed by Ireland 
previous to that act; and that the conditions therein ſtipulated, 
are expteſsly limited to the impprtation and exportation ren 
under that at. Whether this proviſo was inſiſted on by Ireland 
or was matter of conceſſion, as the other parts of the act, it did 
the higheſt honour to the liberality and juſtice of Great Britain, 
who have freely, without taking advantage of the gratitude of 
Ireland, to impoſe any reſtraint on the trade ſhe enjoyed excluſive 
of the grant. This proviſo now ſtood the Magna Charta of Iriſh 
trade, and formed an inſuperable obſtacle to any attempt to te- 
ſtrain it beyond the limits preſcribed by that ad; but the Britiſh 
bill now on the table, that had been introduced by the minilier 
in England in contradiction to this proviſo, declared it eſſentially 
and jndiſpenſibly necefſary to the preſent ſettlement, that Ireland 
ſhould not only impoſe the ſame duties, regulations and reſtriQi- 
ons as Great Britain, on the exportation and importation, granted 
by the act of 1780, but ſhould ſubmit to the ſame terms on the 
exportation and importation, which had been expreſsly exempted 
from theſe conditions by the proviſo of the act; nay, the preſent 
dill went ſtill further, and nded that this kingdom ſhould 
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{ubje& to the conditions of the act of 1780, her trade with foreign 
colohies generally and univerfally, which every man muſt allow 
was a demand perfectly new. [Here ſornebody on the treaſury 
hench calling out no, no, that rum was excepted.] He faid he 
thanked the gentleman for anticipating what he was going to ſay, 
for that the exception ſtrengthened his argument, as it was a partial 
exception of rum imported from the Weſt Thdies 3 but American 
tum was ſubjeQed to the Britiſh duty, in direct conptradiction to 
the proviſo of the act of 1780. Nor was this all, for by the mi- 
hiſter's bill Ireland was to bind herfelf, not only to lay the ſame 
duties as Great Britain, on rum, peltry, train off, and whale-fins, 
imported from the States of America, but alfo'to prohibitthe im- 
portation of thoſe articles whenever 'Grear Britain ſhould prohibit 
them; which power of prohibition' was by the bill generally ex- 
tended over every part of the colony trade, Britiſh and foreign : 
A requifition ſo entirely new, that Great Britain had not made 
it even at the moment of granting the free trade with the colonies ; 
for the only power of prohibition afked' at that time bad been of 
the trade with the Britiſh colonies or plantations in America, then 
in actual rebellion, He thought, however, that the parliament 
of Great Britain could not be fairly accuſed of a breach of faith 
in what they had hitherto done, as the bill had not come to that 
ſtage when its principle could be diſcuffed ; but he was extremely 
ſurpriſed that che miniſter ſhould have introduced a bill to that 
2 that is in direct contradiction to an exiſting law ; which 
aw it is not in the power of Great Britain to repeal without a 
breach of faith with Ireland; for the continuance of the act de- 
ds on the will of Ireland; and he challenged any man in the 
ouſe to ſhew that Ireland had relinquiſhed or forfeited the tight 
ſhe enjoyed under the act. The Prei parliament, thetefore, 
could not have paſſed the miniſter's bill into a law, without com- 
mitting an act of violence which ought never to be admitted as a 
poſſible caſe within theſe walls. Another deviation from this fa- 
mous act, he obſerved, was the reſtraint to be impoſed on Ireland, 
to prohibit her frum trading with foreign colonies, as no ſuch te- 
ſtraint exiſted under that act; and every thing not expreſsly ſtipu- 
lated was by the proviſo exempted from the condition of the act. 
Aright honourable gentleman [Mr. Foſter] had at firſt attempted 
to juſtify this prohibition by the act of 1780; but he afterwards 
ſecmed to abandon this ground, and to reſt it on the equal con- 
ſtruction of the navigation laws of Great Britain; there, indeed, 
he was ready to agree wich the right bonourable gentleman, for 
upon an equal and fair conſtraction of the navigation laws, as 
adopted by Mr. Yelverton's act, he was ready to admit that Ire- 
land was reſtrained from an intercourſe with foreign colonies z but 
then the gentleman muſt admit that this.conſtruciion put Ireland 
on an equal footing with Great Britain, aud opened the ports of 


— 
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Great Britain to Iriſh ſhips, in the ſame manner as it did the ports 
of Ireland to the ſhips of Great Britain. If this was denied, the 
Irith nation was not reſtrained from trading with foreign colonies ; 
if it was admitted, ſhe had a right to the intercourte which was 
made the pretence for the preſent ſettlement, and was conſidered 
as one branch of the price that ſhe was to receive for the nume · 
rous diſadvantages ſhe was to ſubmit to in return. , , | 
, He begged leave to obſerve further, that the right honourable 
gentlewan, ¶ the Attorney General] had been miſtaken in the con- 


ditions annexed to the trade with, the Eaſt Indies, if ever that 


trade ſhould be opened to Ireland, of which there was very little 
probability indeed; for that Ireland was now to engage to carry 
on that trade, under ſuch duties, reſtraints and reſtrictions, az 
ſhould be from time to time, impoſed by Great Britain. [Here 
the Attorney General calling, out no, no.] Mr. Ogilvie read 
from the bill the expreſs clauſe with the words he had uſed, and 
further added, that Great Britain had in this caſe alſo reſerved 
likewiſe a power of probibiting the importation into Ireland, 
whenever ſhe ſhould find it her intereſt to probibit the importati- 
on into Great Britain. He begged that gentlemen would attend 
particularly to a danger that threatened Ireland with, reſpect to 
the Eaſt India trade, if the preſent ſettlement ſhould take place, 
He ſaid, they all knew that a tax on windows had laſt ſeſſion been 
impoſed as a commutation for the high duties formerly paid on 
tea ; this tax had excited much diſſatisfaction in England, where 
it had been conſidered as an additional land tax; if the miniſter 
to regain his loſt popularity, or any other miniſter to eaſe the in- 
ternal burdens of the people, ſhould be inclined to repeal this act, 
and to impoſe the high duties formerly paid on tea, he would 
bave this additional encouragement to do it, that he would tax 
Ireland at the ſame time, and that a. ſbare of the burden would be 
borne by this kingdom, The dutics paid on tea were, as well 
as he recolleQed, ſtated from go0,Q00l, to a million, If only one 
fourth of the above quantity was conſumed in Ireland, it would 
raiſe upwards of 200, oool. a year on this kingdom, a burden 
which he was perſuaded every man muſt ſee would prove ruinous 
to this kingdom; and which would be a ſufficient reaſon for re- 
jecting the preſent ſyſtem, if there were no other, 

He laid he ſbould not now detain the Houſe by going into de- 
tail to ſhew the ruinous conſequences that muſt ariſe from the let- 
tlement, if ever it took place, to the infant manufaQures of Ire- 
land, but ſhould reſume his arguments on this part of the ſubject 
to the proper ſtage of the buſineſs, if ever, for the misfortune of 
this country, the bill ſhould paſs into a committee, which he 
ficmly believed it never would, 


Mr. Bxooxe (of Donegal) ſaid. he hoped the Houſe would 
indul ge him in ſay ing a very few words, particularly as he thought 
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himſelf called on; as he had conſtantly ſupported the minifter to 

give time to bring in his bill, as from the good opinion he enter- 
tained of the preſent government, he did conceive they would 
introduce nothing, that could be injurious to this country; he 
therefore did conclude, that they would have introduced à bill 
founded on the eleven propſitions Which had paſſed this Houle 
if they had done to, government would have had his ſupport, 
and he did imagine the tupport of a very great majority; but as a 
ſhadow of thoſe propoſitions did not remain, and that the bill-intro- 
duced by the right honourable gentleman, was founded on the 
twenty propofitiors which had paſſed the Britiſh parliament, it 
was in his mind totally inadmiſſible. He ſaid he did not abound in 
words, that his conduct muſt be demonſtrated by his actions 3 that 
during the time he had the honour of a feat in that houſe, he uni- 
formly gave his ſupport for the attainment of the conſtitution 
as now enjoyed; and that by the bleiſing of God, he never 
would give- a vote that would fully that conſtitution. He con- 
cluded by ſaying that he would not barter conſtitution for com- 


merce. 


Major Do IE. At ſo early an hour, Sir, it would ſeem unne- 
ceſſary to apologize for ſoliciting the indulgence of the Houſe. I 
have, however, too much conſideration for the exhauſted ſtate of 
other gentlemen, as well as myſelf, to detain the Houſe long, and. 
in truth it is not necefſary. But the importance of the queſtion calls 
upon every man who has ever opened his lips within theſe walls, 
to ſpeak boldly his ſentiments upon a ſyſtem which is ro decide for 
ever the fate of Ireland. I ſhould therefore hold myſelf guilty of the 
moſt inexpiable crime againſt my country, were I to preſerve a 
timid neutrality, or afford even a ſilent ſupport, when its deareſt 
intereſts are upon the point of being loſt for ever. Sir, the reſpecta- 
ble attendance at your bar, your crowded and anxious galleries, 
and the uncommon brilliancy of your audience, mark ſtrongly the 
agitation of the public mind upon the event of chis night's debate, 
But it is not only within this houſe that it is diſcernable, you ſee ic 
in the dejected air of your citizens, and in the deſponding counte- 
nance of every manufacturer you meet; but | would tell them that 
their apprehenſions are groundleſs; that the firm virtue cf their 
parliament will convince any miniſter who ſhould dare to wreſtle 
with the independence of Ireland, that the parliament of Ireland is 
too ſtrong for him would tell them, that members of this houſe 
will part with the liberty of Ireland only with their lives. I hope 
in this I ſhould nor ſay too much; but if I am unhappily miſtaken, 
and that by a political ſuicide the conſtitution ſhall this day be de- 
ſtroyed, I ſhall at leaſt have the ſatisfaction to think, that I have 
done my duty by thus publickly protefting againſt che diſgraceful 
meaſure, and that when poſterity ſhall with indignation reviſe the 
proceedings of this day, my name {hall not be found amongſt thole | 
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yho have ignominiouſly neglected to defend, or who have baſe! 
dared to betray the rights of their country. I have another ſatisfac- 
tion in the conſciouſneſs that the idea of committing the two coun- 
tries, and driving the one to violence, and the other to retaliation, 
amnot be imputed to us who oppoſe, but to thoſe who would 
this ſyſtem.; for the people of England agree with thoſe of 

nd in che moſt decided deteſtation oſ the meaſure. It is not a 
conteſt between England and Ireland, but a conteſt on which the 
miniſter vane country is leagued with the artful miniſtry on 

the other, in combination againſt the people of both. When I ſay 
miniſtry, let; none ſuppoſe I have che moſt diſtant alluſion to the 
amiable nobleman who repreſents majeſty, were I to ſpeak of him, 
it ſhould be with that reſpe& which I really have for his character; 
but, Sir, 1 feel for his ſituation—candid himſelf, he ſuſpects not 
the duplicity of others, and ſurrounded by thoſe whoſe intereſt is 
to deceive him; his name can be abuſed only by their uſe of it, 
Sir, 1 object to the admiſſion of this bill; firſt, becauſe I will enter 
into treaty. with thoſe who in the very outſet of the buſineſs mark 
the deſign to over-reach—witneſs the ſlight introduction of a con- 
ſlitutional uſurpation into a commercial regulation. Is there any 
of you who in the private occurrence of domeſtic life, would 
conclude a bargain with a perfon whom you detected in the act of 
cheating you ? and ſhall we be leſs tenacious of the nation's right 
than an individual of his private intereſt? I object to it again, 
becauſe it ſets out upon a falſe principle. It affects to be founded 
du the wilkes of our people, when the petitions on your table prove 
it to be in direct contradiction to them. The addreſs moved by an 
bonourable and reſpeQtable friend of mine [Mr. Griffith] at the 
cloſe of laſt ſeſſion, is adduced as a proof of the nation's wiſh, and 
is ſaid to be the foundation of this bill. Sir, the generous motives 
which induced him to bring forward this addreſs, did honour to the 
odneſs of his heart, and were the effuſions of genuine patriotiſm, 
. it by no means ſpoke the w iſhes of the people ; on the contra- 
ry, be did not move it until after he had Each in effeQing their 
wiſh for protecting duties ; and little did the unſuſpicious honeſty 
of his nature conccive, that his laudable defire of accommodating 
both countries could be diſtorted into a ſyſtem injurious to the 
commerce, and deſtruttive to the conſtitution of Ireland. Again 
] object to treating with the right hon, gentleman, unleſs he {hall 
produce credentials of his being fully impowered to treat. In this 
4 am juſtified by the humiliating failure of his late treaty, 


though opened with ſo much ſ{clemnity and apparent certainty cf 


ratification. 1 objeQ again to the mode oftreaty, ifeven a treaty 
were neceſſary ; for it is impoſſible that any ſyſtem can be formed 
in the firſt inſtance in the parliaments of both kingdoms ;. if any 
fuch arrangement is eligible, it ſbquld be effected by tte * 
of commiliioners from each country, choſen. from thoſe mo 
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converſant in trade, (for the buſineſs has nothing to do with conſti · 
tution) who after higgling and bargaining as is cuſtomary in com- 
merce, ſhall form the outlines of a plan to be ſubmitted to their 
reſpective parliaments for ratification. This gentlemen well 
may recollect I ſuggeſted on the orignal propofition, and I find I 
am confirmed by perſons of the firſt abilities in another kingdom. 
I again objec to the duration of the. treaty. It is the nature of 
commerce to fluctuate and be diverted into new and unexpected 
channels, and is it not therefore abſurd to bind, by fixed and 
eternal regulations, what is in a conſtant ſtate of fluctuation; and 
moreover, I deny that we have power to bind irrevocably ſucceed- 
ing generations, ſtill leſs to impoſe upon them an eternal tribute. 
I confeſs I did not ſee the advantage of the original reſolutions ſo 
rapidly run through the Houſe ; but if I had approved them, yet 
never could be a dupe to the falſe logic of a ſchool-boy, who 
would perſuade you, that in agreeing to the eleven propoſitions 
which did not much injure your trade, and did not at all affect 
your conſtitution, you were neceſſarily bound to adopt twenty 
propoſitions, which throughout are at war with the one, and de- 
cidedly victorious over the other, I fhall defer ſaying any thing 
of the commercial impoſitions contained in the plan until another 
ſtage of the bill, if unhappily for the nation that opportunity ſhould 
occur, and I ſhall content myſe!f at preſent with giving a negative 
to the introduction of the bill, being reſolved to ſtand by our 
conſtitution while it can ſtand, and ſhould it fall, content to fall 
with it. 2 

Mr. Nevitt.—This is one of the greateſt ſubjects ever debat- 
ed in this Houſe. I oppoſed the reſolution of the honourable 

tleman, [Mr, Flood] the right honourable ſecretary having ſo- 
icited for an adjournment of one day, and pledged himſelf to 
bring forward what would give general ſatisfaction. I have paid 
every attention to his ſtatement of the bill, and as I find it founded 
on the Engliſh reſolutions, many of which are deſtructive to the 
liberty, honour, and commerce of Ireland, I am determined to 


vote againſt it. I believe the preſent adminiſtration and Mr. Pitt 


intend well towards this country, and wiſh that the reſolutions had 


returned as they were ſent to England I believe Mr. Pitt was 


beaten out of them by the manufacturers of England, and by the 
inveteracy of party, but party is not come to ſuch a heighth in 
this country, and the minority of this night will ſbew itielf di- 


veſted of party. I hope Ireland, who has ſo lately diſtinguiſhed 


herſelf, will on this occaſion ſupport/the chatacter the has gained. 
We have gained great honour, let us now perſevere. d 3 


Mr. Bxowne (of the College) faid as he was one of thoſe 
tlemen who had been dragged up from a remote part of the 
ingdom, and the buſineſs of his profeſſion, to attend the him 
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of the miniſter, as if he was one of his own hacks, he hoped to 
be indulged in a few words. Surely the miniſter ought to be 
able to plead ſome dire neceſſity, when he forced the gentleman 
from his eſtate at the beginning of harveſt, the profeſſional man 
from his vocation, obliged the ſuitor to drop his claim, and even 
(as he was informed) call up the judge from his bench. Did the 
ſucceſs of this treaty depend upon its being hurried ? Would it 
melt away' by ſtanding the heat of a ſummer, or was its perma- 
nency likely to be in the inverſe proportion of the time taken to 
conſider it? What were we thus called forth? To ſee, in truth, 
a reed ſhaken with the wind—a trembling miniGer, who, by his 
own blunders, was on the verge cf a precipice, and would make 
us believe, that on his exiſtence depends the exiltence of the coun- 
try. This ſchemer, this ſyſtem-monger, was to blow a new bub- 
ble 3 this play-thing of the miniſter, which had been dangled 
about during the whole ſummer, till it was broke over and over 
again, was once more repaired. Syſtem after ſyſtem he had pro- 
duced, and told us, like Candides, of every one of them, that 
this was the beſt of all poſſible ſyſtems ; but the moment you had 
conſidered, with much trouble and ſtudy, you were told he had 
2 new ſyſtem to offer and the old one had vaniſhed ; fo that we 
may ſay cf him, with the merry knight, he was neither hb nor 
fielh, and a man did not know where to find him. He begged 
pardon for jeſting 3 the whole ſubject, he ſaid, ſtruck him fome- 
times in ſo melancholy, ſometimes in ſo ludicrous a light, that he 
felt his mind divided, like the picture of Roſcius, between the 
comic and tragic muſe. | 

He ſaid he was convinced from conſequences, without know- 
ing individuals, that the preſent miniſtry was incapable of form- 
ing that wiſe and durable ſyſtem, which would retain the two 
countries in peace and harmony. Inſtead of premeditation, they 
had Ciſcovered nothing but raſhneſs ; and it was now plain they 
began this treaty without having ſtudied either the intereſts or 
tempers of the two countries. Inſtead of long conſideration, all 
was hurry; inſtead of union the miniſter of England perpetually 
contradicted the miniſter of Ireland. One told us we were gaiu- 
ing great advantages; the other endeavoured to reconeile Eng- 
land, by ſhewing we had gained. no advantages at all. Inſtead of 
remper, and care to contult the feelings ot each nation, Ireland 
had been inſulted by the fourth propoſition; that propoſition was 
an almoſt inexpiable affront to the Iriſh nation, and while it con- 
tinued on their journals, until the whole diſpoſition of England 
was altered, all negociation was at an end. A ſtill greater at- 
front had been offered, in bringing in their bill without knowing 
our ſentiments. We had totally ditagreed in our reſolutions, and 
yer they bring in a bill, as if we had agreed. What did this ſay, 
but that ſle Conſidered us a people who would certainly fallow 
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het dictates, either by threats or ſeduction. This whole conduct 
had taught him two leſſons: One, that England gave us boons 
only through the neceſſities of war, and had evet ſince being ſtu- 
dying to reſume them; the other, that ſhe viewed us with ineffa- 
ble contempt. She thought our ſpirit was temporary, our deter- 
mined voice a mere bravado; and that the genius of Ireland, un- 
uſed to extortion, having made one great effort, would never 
awake again. The nation, with the pride of a virtuous woman, 
might aſk—what had _ ſeen in out conduct ſo baſe to encou- 
rage ſuch an attempt? With reſpe&t to commerce, we had a 
trade as free as the winds that blow. Cheared with our _ for 
many a league the old ocean ſmiled ; but we were modeſtly de- 
fired to reſign it, to exclude ourſelves from the great Indian and 
Pacific oceans, and to be confined to the Atlantic; even there, 
fo relinquiſh the benefit of American trade, the great expected 
ſource of wealth, to debar ourſelves for ever of all foreign colo- 
nial trade; for what?—for the ſake of a trade with the Engliſh 
colonies, which was more an object to them than to us; and for 
the ridiculous hope of obtaining the home market of England, 

This were the effects of negociation; the weaker count 
that negociates is loſt, What occaſion for any treaty? Let eac 
country protect its own trade. There is leſs danger of diſumon 
ſurely from a war of duties, than from this inſidious and inſuking 

ICY. 

PH, ſaw not ſuch reafon to blame the oppoſition of England 
for ſaying they never meant to grant us more, for they thought as 
he did, that we were able to do the reſt for ourſelves. They 
meant not to grant more; but they meant not to take any thing 
from us. 

He dreaded à ſeparation from England, and would do any 
thing in his power to prevent it. He thought it would probably 
be attended with mitery and ſlavery; but ftill it was oaly proba- 
ble, and in fome fituations, an honeſt man would be obliged to 
prefer the chance of liberty to the certainty of ſubjection. 


Mr. Oc1.e.—Mr. Speaker, from the commencement of this 


very important buſineſs to the preſent moment, 1 have kept an aw- 


ful ſilence, not from any want of attention which I could poſſibly 


pay to the ſubject, nor from want of a deciding miind what part 
would take whenever it ſhould come before this Houſe in a pro- 
per manner. But really, it has changed its form and ſhape fo 

ten, that it was impothble to know by what opinion to bind it; 


and has ſo often ſhitted its poſition, that it was equally impoſſi- 
ble to know on what ground to ſtand z from whence to take a fair, 
a full and compiehenſive view of it. I do not heſitate to declate 


mylelt the friend of a commercial arrangement between the ſiſter 


kingdoms, founded on the firm and broad baſis of mutual honour, 


and of mutual intereſt, Any ſyſtem founded on other principles, 
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can never be permanent—ſo far from uniting, it mult ſ fo 
far from conſolidating, it muſt difſolve, And I am the friend of 
ſuch an arrangement as 1 wiſb to have formed, becauſe I am 
convinced it will have the beſt conſequences to both kingdoms, 
" becauſe it will prevent a commercial war, which can only end in 
a commercial ſeparation, the natural, conſequence of which will 
be, (and which of all others ought to be avoided by every man 
who wiſhes well to the genuine intereſts of the empire,) a national 
ſeparation. But however deſirable that object may be, I would 
not far the attainment of it, ſacrißce the conſtitution of Ireland to 
the . pride of Great Britain, nor will I ever ſurrender the 
Dr 


natural rights and properties of this cauntry to the monopelizin 
ſpirit of the traders —. manufacturers of England, I do not wi 


to impoveriſh Great Britain by an unfair and partial aggrandiſe- 
ment of Ireland, nor would I, not will I make the empire poor 
indeed, by a ſacriice of the Iriſh. conſticution. I wiſh to Kad 
between the two countries, and to deal equal honour, and equal 
juſtice to each. | | | | 

I ſhall vote for the admiſſion of the bill. Some gentlemen have 
faid, there is fallacy in it. If I had not any other reaſon, that 
would be a ſufficient one for me. I know of no mode more ef- 
fectual to detect the fallacy, than by having it fairly and fully in- 
veſtigated, The Engliſh nation has been conſulted upon their 
bill, their ſenſe has been taken upon it, ſo ought the Iriſh nation 
to be confulted upon her's, and fo ought their ſenſe to be taken, 
I muſt here beg leave to obſerve, that I think there is ſame incon- 
filtency in gentlemen, who declare themſelves ſo much the friends 
of the Iriſh nation, not to allow that nation an opportunity of 
conſidering at this time for themſelves, and of giving a decided 
opinion on a ſubject of ſuch infinite and eternal moment. It is 
a ſubjeQ of too great magnitude to be ſo lightly handled, or to be 
cali aſide in ſo haſty a manner ; every man in the kingdom inte- 
reſted and concerned in it, ought to be conſulted ; every individual 
ought to give his opinion, and the ſenſe of the community at 
large —— to be taken. The ſenſe of the nation ought to 
appear at your bar, and by that ſenfe ſhall my conduct be regu- 
lated. | | dt: 


Mr. BWOwNLOw.— Gentlemen who ſupport this motion have 
much to anſwer for to their country. For my part I think it is 
ſufficient to have heard the bill read to knew it is founded on the 
fourth of the Britiſh reſolutions. It is ſo plain and indiſputable 

at if it had not been irregular, I would have called upon the 
right hanourable gentleman to read no more, and have requeſted 
the 


Houſe immediately to come to the queſtion, againſt which 1 
2 will be 


bold myſelf bound to give my vote, as I am, an 
à friend to the conſtitutional rights of my country. 
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Mr. Michal SMitn.—Believe me, Sir, I do not riſe to 
ſolicit your attention, or that of the Houſe, wantonly, or for 
the purpoſe of declamation. I wiſhed to have offered my feeble 
ſentiments on the preſent important ſubje& ſeveral hours ſince, 
but competitors of more weight, and much more capable of 
doing juſtice to that ſubject, from time to time foreſtalled me; 
and a juſt conſciouſneſs of my inferiority made me moſt willingly 
acquieſce under their claims of pre- audience. I am but too 
ſenſible that at preſent, with an exhauſted friend, a lumbering 
tecollection, and every faculty clouded, I can but little merit 
the attention of the Houſe to any thing which I may offer on 
a queſtion which has already been diſcuſſed with a ſplendor of 
eloquence -which, for a while, involved us all in a blaze; and 
with a degree of ſtrength, which, in my judgment, muſt have 
brought conviction to every mind not deaf to reaſon, and impe- 
netrable to argument, | | 

Sir, I ſhall vote againſt the admiſſion of the propoſed bill 
upon three grounds. Firſt, becauſe I think its probable ef- 
fe would counteract the very principle which it profeſſes. 
Secondly, becauſe I think it would counteract and injure that 
commerce which it propoſes to extend. And laſtly, and above 
all, becauſe I feel the moſt full and firm conviction that it 
would, if paſſed into a law, be everſive of the liberties and 
conſtitution of this country; and, Sir, in vindicating this my 
opinion, though I conſidered myſelf as warranted to refort to, 
and avail myſelf of the twenty reſolutions which had paſſed the 
Britiſh Houſes of Parliament, yet I ſhall not ſeek to do ſo; 
| will found myſelf merely upon thoſe clauſes which the right 
honourable mover has ſtated as compoſing part of his bill, and 
which alone ought, in my opinion, to damn that bill, and 
cauſe its excluſion from this Houſe for ever: I mean thoſe clauſes 
which purport to adopt the fourth, fifth and ninth reſolutions 
which paſſed the Britiſh Houſes of legiſlation. 5 

I have ſaid, Sir, that I conſider the propoſed bill as militating 
2gainſt its own avowed principle. What is that principle?— 
To effect the mutual — erity and happineſs of the ſiſter king- 
doms, and eſtabliſh everlaſting harmony between both -an object 
devoutly to be wiſhed for! And how is this to be effected? 
Why, Sir, by a ſyſtem odious to one country, and deteſtable to 
the other.—By a ſyſtem ſolemnly abjured by the people of Great 
Britain, and univerſally execrated by the people of lieland. Sir, 
to conceive that ſuch a ſyſtem could ever become the baſis of 
mutual happineſs, or mutual harmony, is, in my opinion, the 
wildeſt idea that ever entered the minds of men? No, Sit, 
tarmony or happineſs can never reſult from it—lt is a ſyſtem 
which, if adopted, muſt be ruinous to both countries—** It is 
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Town in F pe 6 and will be raiſed in deſtruction; It is fown 
in diſcord, and heaven grant that it may not be raiſed in blood.” 

Sir, I alſo conſider the propoſed bill as injurious to the com- 
merce of this country, which however it profeſſes to encourage 
and extend; but as this point has been already diffuſively gif. 
cuſſed, and as I think it premature at preſent to argue upon 
any of the commercial proviſions of the preſent bill, I ſhall 
decline doing ſo; and will preſs on to the third and deciſive 
ground upon which I ſhall vote againfl its introduction. I have 
already reminded the Houſe that the right honourable moyer 
of this bill has ſtated a clauſe from it adopting the fourth reſo. 
lution, which I before alluded to, almoſt, if not entirely, in its 
very words; and, Sir, I do contend for it, that if that clauſe 
ſhall ever become a law, or any part of a law, in this country, 
it will, ſo far as it can cnn be a transfer to the Britiſh par- 
liament of the power of legiſlating for this country, and an 
abſolute ſurrender of the conſtitution of the land. What, Sir, 
does it import? Why this—that all Britiſh laws of regulation 
with reſpect to the trade wherein we are to participate, are 
4 to be of force” in Ireland; and if it ſtopped here, the 'tranſ- 
fer of legiſtative power would be clear and incontrovertible 
but a qualifying clauſe enſues, on which much reliance is had: 
namely, That theſe laws are to be of force by acts to be 
for that purpoſe —_ by the Iriſh Parliament.”—Now, Sir, 
what is the natural, the fair, and I would almoſt fay the obvious 
conſtruQtion of this clauſe? —Why this, that the Britiſh par- 
lament ſhall by their laws bind the people of Ireland, not indeed 
immediately, 2 through the intervention of their legiſlatute; 
that is, they ſhall make laws, not for the people, but for the 
parliament of Ireland ; and thus the repreſentatives of the peo- 

ple of this country the truſtees of their rights, and the guar- 
dians of their libertics—are to become the betrayers of Bork, 
and the inftruments of oppreſſion to thoſe whom it was their 
bounden duty to protect and defend. 

This, Sir, is my conſtruction of this clauſe, and of the reſo- 
- lution which it _ | 

A right honourable friend of mine, whoſe judgment I highly 
reſpect, underſtands it differently.— But, if its conſtruction be 
even doubtful, it ought to damn the propoſed bill. Would you 
at that glorious æra, when the redemption of your conſtitu- 
tion was wrouzht—would you then be ſatisfied with doubtful 
language, or equivocal renunciation ?P—Oh ! no—nothing would 
then be ſuffered to remain in doubt; nor would the ſhadow of 
uncertainty be endured : and why not be equally cautious, and 
equally jealous now? If a doubt can by poſſibility be enter- 
' tained, as to whether this clauſe would, or would not amount 
to a ſurrender, (fo far as in you lay) of your legiſlative autho- 
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nty, will you receive a bill pregnant with ſuch an horrid clauſe? 
But poſſibly it may be ſaid, that the conſtruction of the fourth 
reſolution is in no wiſe problematical, and that it cannot be 
ſo conſtrued, as to import a transfer of legiſlative authority, If 
it ſhall be ſo ſaid, I anſwer, that one of the brighteſt lumi na- 
ries of the law, in Great Britain, (I mean Lord Camden) has 
at leaſt inſinuated a very different opinion: When ſolicited to 
declare, whether that reſolution gave the Britiſh parliament a 
right to legiſlate for Ireland, he was filent : When preſſed fur- 
ther, he declared that he would not, after ſeven years conſidera» 
tion, think himſelf competent to anſwer ſuch a queſtion. 

ls it then poſſible to doubt that the conſtruction of this clauſe 
is dangerouſly equivocal z and that at a future day, and after 
the ſilent lapfe of years, Engliſhmen of brilliant 7 and legal 
information, may give it a conſtruction everſive of the rights and 
conſtitution of Ireland ? And ſhall ſuch a clauſe be endured, 
or ſhall a bill, ſtigmatized by it, be received within thoſe walls? 
Never, I truſt, never. In cafes ſuch as the preſent, doubt is 
aways danger, and ſuſpicion little leſs than certainty, : 

Sir, gentlemen have attempted to defend this cauſe by the free 
trade act, as it is called, of 1599, as being a precedent in point; 
but that was an act of our own legiſlature, proceeding by the 
energy of their own immediate power, acting as free agents, un» 
controuled by any paramount authority or diſgraceful compact. 
Were the parliament of Ireland voluntarily to adopt a Britiſh 
law, who in his ſenſes would aſſure that ſuch adoption was a 
grievance ? But if they were obliged to adopt that law, who 
would be hardy enough to deny that ſuch obligation was une- 
quivocal flavery ? 

It was ſaid, that the treaty between Great Britain and Ireland 
ſhould be conſidered as a treaty between two independent king- 
doms; and, in ſuch a caſe, why ſhould it alarm if one kingdom 
ſtipulated for the other's ſubmitting to its laws of commercial re- 

ation; and if no cauſe of alarm there, why any here? Shall, 
ad gentlemen, more jealouſy prevail between two ſiſter king- 
doms, bound to each- other by every tie of intereſt and affection, 
than between two ſtranger nations? I anſwer to both thoſe queſti- 
ons there ſhould be more alarm there ſhould be more jea- 
louſy, if one of thoſe ſiſter kingdoms had ever before uſurped a 
power of legiſlating for the other; and if the depending treat 
imported any thing that could, by poſſibility, furniſh a ground, 
at a future day, for any renewal of the old claim, or any repeti- 
tion of the old uſurpation. Power is an object ſo attractive, that 
no nation, and ſcarcely any individual, has virtue enough to 
refiſt its influence. For theſe reaſons, Sir, I ſhall vote againſt the 
admiſſion of the propoſed bill. 
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Mr. BznesrorD ſaid, at that late hour he did not riſe to go 
into any argument upon the ſubject of the motion, which he 
ſhould Tupport, but merely to ſet the honourable gentleman right 
as to a matter of fact. The honourable gentleman was mi. 
taken in regard to the conduct aſcribed by him to a noble and 
learned lord high in office. That noble and learned lord had 
not uſed a phrate ſimilar to that imputed to him by the honour. 
able gentleman. He was, he ſaid, preſent himſelf in the Engliſh 
Houſe of Lords when the ttanſaction in queſtion occurred, and he 
could ſpeak to it with confidence, The fact was ſome of the op- 
poſition lords attacked the noble and learned lord with a repetition 
of queſtion as to his conſtruction of the fourth reſolution, upon 
which the noble and learned lord complained of their putting 
ſuch interrogatories to him with a view to have his name ſent 
abroad with an anſwer; and at length, after he had been much 
teazed, he ſaid, if the noble lords were to perſiſt in interrogating 


him for ſeven years, he would deliver no opinion, nor give any - 


anſwer to queſtions ſo improperly put. 


Mr. Coxxv.—l muſt neceſſarily be ſhort at this hour; as 1 
have before this night expreſſed my opinion of the Engliſh reſolu- 
tions, and ſhall if the buſineſs ſhould go on, probably frequently 
aſk the indulgence of the Houſe, it was my intention not to have 
taken any part in this debate; but the frequent mention which has 
been made of what paſſed in England has induced me to riſe, fince 
I think what paſſes there, reſpecting the conſtitution of Ireland, 
not an unfit object of the attention of the parliament of Ireland. 
Aright honourable member Mr. Beresford] has ſtated the wordsof 
a noble peer there [Lord Camden]. I was not, I own, like the 
right honourable gentleman, on the ſpot to hear them, but by the 
moſt authentic accounts, both by letters and from thoſe who were 
preſent, who have informed me, that noble perſon did ſay, that 
—were he to be preſſed for ſeven years, he would not give an an- 
ſwer to the queHion—when aſked his opinion whether the fourth 
reſolution inveded the independency of Ireland or not. [A cry of 
hear from the treaſury bench] Then if they are content with that 
ſtatement, I am content to let them make the beſt advantage of it, 
it cannot be miſconſtrued. Since I am up I will ſay one word 
upon the motion for leave to bring in the bill propoſed; and on 
that queſtion I hold it orderly to avoid all detail, ſince objeQions 
to the introduction of a bill ought to go to principle alone. The 
Principle which I object to is that contained in the fourth and in 
ſome other reſolutions of the Engliſh parliament. The Houſe has 
heard the right honourable mover adopt that principle, and has had 
the forbcarance not to give way to any expreſſions of indignation, 


To the courteſy of the country he is indebted for that paſung un- 


noticed, which deſerves the name certainly of temerity, if not of 
audacity—the attack upon your conſtitution—or perhaps rather to 
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the inſignificance of the offender merging in the magnitude of the 
offence. The ſame courteſy, and that delicacy towards men not 
preſent to anſwer for themſelves, has not been very rigidly obſerved 
by the right honourable gentleman, who in his ſpeech twice men- 
tioned the conduct towards Ireland of the oppoſition in England. 


Here the Attorney General roſe. 


Mr. Cox x ſaid it was not to his ſpeech he had alluded. In 
the opening ſpeech, he ſaid, motives had been imputed to the op- 

ſition of England for their conduct, which was a thing no one 
gentleman he believed had uſually taken the liberty of doing to 
another, and was ſtill leſs likely to be well received in the abſence 
of the perſons ſpoken of. He ſaid the motives or the conduct of 
oppoſition in England was no object in that Houſe, but as they 
affected the intereſts of Ireland, and they deſerved to be noticed 
with cenſure or applaufe then in that reſpe& alone, 


Mr. Ox de ſaid that he had not imputed motives to the oppoſi- 
tion of _—_— but had ſtated that their meaſures and amendments 
had been ſuch, that had the miniſter yielded to them all, the ſyſ- 
tem then muſt have been inadmiſſible indeed in Ireland. 


Mr, Cox xx ſaid that if imputation of motives for their conduct 
had been diſavowed, yet that the deſcription made of their mea- 
ſures went to inſinuate, that the oppoſition were to be looked upon 
as inimical to the intereſts of Ireland, 


Mr. Ox pr again got up and diſavowed that as his intention. 


Mr. Cog xy ſaid he was happy then to underſtand that they 
were totally in all reſpects exculpated by the right honourable gen- 
tleman z but as any body of men in Great Britain, being favours 
able or inimical to the conſtitutional rights of Ireland, could not 
altogether he a matter of indifference in this Houſe, he could not 
injuſtice refrain from recalling to the Houſe the expreſſions which 
had fallen from a very able and diſtinguiſhed member of that party, 
Who could forget the beautiful figure he uſed ro expreſs his ſenſe 
of the fourth reſolution, the preſent ſubject of debate, when he 
ſtated, —** the ſieve of provender offered-to the ſteed in one hand, 
with a bridle in the other? Who could forget the beautiful figure 
he uſed to expreſs his ſenſe on the Eaft India trade; a matter which 
had nevereven beentouched on in this Houſe, but had been thrown 
in as mere paper and packthread, when he ſpoke of“ the eternal 
boom placed againſt Ireland from the Cape of Good Hope to the 
Streights of Magellan ?”—Party had been mentioned; that the right 
honourable gentleman was a party- man in the diſputes of England, 
it was impoſlible he ſhould deny; but what had this Houſe, or the 
members of it, to do with their party ; as for himſelf he noticed 
theſe things in juſtice to thoſe who ſpoke there as the friends of 
Ireland : He owed them no obligation as a party, and he ſcorned 
to be a mean dependant upon any party. ; 
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Much pains, he ſaid, had been taken in flating the ſyſtem 
of the miniſter, to place the fourth reſolution on a footing with 
the condition annexed to the grant of the colony trade in 1580, 
there was indeed a material difference: That in 1780 was a liber.. 
ty propoſed to Ireland, to trade directly with the colonies upon 
certain conditions; to which Ireland anſwered by addreſs only, 
that ſhe was thankful for the favour it conveyed, but bound her- 
ſelf to no acceptance of it. In conſequence ſhe thought fit, in- 
deed, to make uſe of it at pleaſure. But in the preſent caſe you ate 
invited to a compact, in which you are to bind yourſelf to make 
uſe of that trade upon certain conditions, and which condition 
you, by the compact itſelf, ſtipulate to perform; end at the mo- 
ment you are invited to enter into this compact, you are told that 
the conditions, which are a part of it, depend upon yourſelves ; 
whenever, therefore, you chuſe to get ric of it, you may ceaſe to 
perform the conditions, and ſo get rid of the compact. And are 
two nations to enter into a compact, and that a permanent and final, 
in conte m plation of ſuch mean and pitiful ſubterfuge by which to 
Creep out ; to promiſe to perform what they intend to break, to fal- 
fify their word, ard facritice their honour, Fromſuch council the 
honeſt mind turns with contempt, while it deſpiſes the adviſer, 
Such pitiful evaſions to cover the real nature of this buſineſs, are 
— equi vocations that but palter with us in a double ſenſe— 

eeping the word of promiſe to our ears, but breaking it to our 
hope.—No, let each nation, as they have laudably been in Eng- 
land, as far as related to the intereſt cf that kingdom which they 
were acquainted with, be jealous of their own concerns; but let 
them meet in ſentiments of honourable and noble feelings towards 
each other. At the ſame time, as they take care of theirs, ſo let 
us take care of our rights and intereſts, But the principle of this 
meaſure is as abſurd as inadmiſſible z two nations, unequal in all 
things, can never be equally affected by one and the fame law. 
He would be a wretched quack who would adminiſter to all patients, 
in all complaints, the ſame noſtrum. Who has not laughed at the 
fool's doctor ordering his man to phyſic the entire eaſt ward, and 
bleed the weſt, of his hoſpital. No univerſal policy can be loſt 
in all places; the two nations muſt in their wiſdom meet emer- 
gencies, and act in conſequence, if you would equally protect all. 
Since the two countries are unequal in all things, one and the ſame 
law, equally applied, would be the very criterion of inequality in 
effect. But ſuppoſe this matter as to conſtitution to ſtand as it 
has been ſtated, and that you have, as is ſaid, ſtill a deliberative 
voice in paſſing the laws of England, I will admit it in its great- 
eſt extent; you will, I admit, tor a moment, have a deliberation 
upon your aſſent or diſſent : But is that the deliberative power that 
conſtitutionally belongs to this Houſe ; that is the deliberative 
power of the crown, it is true, and that only z but what is the 
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difference between the legiſlative power of the crown, and of the 
two Houſes of Parliament ? Have you not the power of origi- 
nating your laws, the power of altering laws, and beſides the 
power of aſſent or difſent ? And when you reduce yourſelf barely 
to the latter, are you any longer the ſame parliament ; or the ſame 
in conſtitution? if needs no refutation. Conſider too the penalty 
in this caſe, to affect your aſſent and diſſent under this ſettlement 
—the ſtop of every part of your trade, —Trifling injuries may in 
detail be heaped upon you, while in defence of each ſeparate en- 
croachment, you will be truly told, that any thing but uncon- 
ditional ſubmiſſion to them is to be ſure deſtruction, not only to 
your own univerſal trade, but havoc and ruin to the intereſts and 
power of the empire at largez and thus will you be induced, by 
repeated ſubmiſſion, to heap up ruin on yourſelves. Athome you 
will be deſpiſed, or you, Sir, perhaps ſent from the empty and abſurd 
ſtate of the foreman of a national grand jury, with that bauble on 
your table, to plead the cauſe of the trade of Ireland, at the bar 
of thoſe now your equals, then your ſuperiors z a ſpectacle to 
gatify their ambition, and a ſacrifice to their intereſts ; diſgraced 
abroad, and deſpiſed at home. And that which ſhould accompa- 
ny you as love, obedience, honour, troops of friends, you muſt 
not look to have, but in their ſtead curſes. You will no longer 
have power to protect with premiums your manufactures, or with 
bounties yourtrade, You may till injure it by your power, it is 
true, and thus you will be looked up to, as certain ſavages adore 
the Devil, not becauſe he is the ſource of good, but as they 
would avert evil. At this late hour I dare not take up your time, 
to go into the ſubject in a manner full as it would demand, and 
therefore I ſhall only ſay, that I am a decided enemy to the ptinci- 
ple of the bill ſtated, and therefore againſt the motion. 


Mr. HaxTLEy ſaid he did not now think it neceſſary to enter 
into a particular diſcuſſion of the bill; in order to judge of the 
diſcuſſion of it, it was ſufficient to have read the twenty Engliſh 
Reſolutions and the bill that had been brought into the Engliſh 
Houſe of Commons, and to have heard the expianation given by 
the right honourable ſecretary of the bill that he intended 
to introduce, He ſaid he thought the bill was ſufficiently 
explained, and therefore he would vore againft the motion, He 
ſaid, he would make no obſervations on the conſtitutional part of 
the queſtion, for the ableſt men in the kingdom had taken it up 
they had argued fo ſtrongly, and had placed it in ſo clear a point 
of view, that it was impoſſible to miſtake its tendency. With 
reſpect to trade, the conceſſions held out by Great Britain to Ire- 
land in this commercial adjuſtment, the only new conceflions, 
and upon which the right honourable gentleman had laid fo great 
2 ſtreſs, conſiſted of two things: the opening of the Britiſh 
market to the manufactures of Ireland, and the giving a fair con- 
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ſtruction to the navigation acts. With regard to the firſt of theſe, 
the opening of the Briciſh market to Ireland, it did not appear to 
him to be ſo eſſential an advantage as ſome gentlemen ſeemed 
to imagine; at leaſt, he would ſooner conſent to forego any poſ- 
ſible benefits that might ariſe from it, than receive it under cir. 
cumſtances ſo diſadvantageous as thoſe with which it was to be 
accompanied. We ſbould never ſuppoſe that we could under. 
ſell Great Britain in her own market, when experience proved 
that Great Britain could underſell us in the Iriſh market; a'cir- 
cumſtance which had occaſioned the demand of protecting duties, 
With regard to giving a fair conſtruction to the navigation a&s, 


that was certainly an object of ſome importance, though by no 


means ſo great as it had been ſtated to be; it, opened indeed a 
market for any accidental redundancy Ireland might have of the 

roduce of the Britiſh Weſt India iſlands, but it was vain to ex- 
peQ ſhe ſhould ever become the carrier of that produce to Great 
Britain. With reſpeQ to the colonies abroad, Ireland had already 


made a compact with Great Britain for a colonial trade, and had 


paid a high price for the bargain, by confining her conſumption to 
the produce of the Britiſh iſlands, to a very great amount, not 
leſs, he believed, in the article of ſugar, than five hundred thou- 
ſand pounds yearly, with which ſhe might ſupply herſelf from 
foreign colonies 25 to 3o per cent. cheaper. He ſaid a threat had 
been held out, with regard to the linen manufacture of Ireland. 
It had been ſaid, that Great Britain might forbear any longer to 
encourage the ſtaple of Ireland, and to take her linens, This 
was an empty menace. Excluſive of the advantage Great Britain 
derived from her trade in Iriſh linens, which made it her intereſt 
to continue it, he could not entertain ſo baſe an opinion of that 
. country, as to imagine that ſhe would totally diſregard the ſolemn 
compact ſhe had entered into, when ſhe ſtript Ireland of her wool- 
len trade and manufacture, and be guilty of fo groſs a breach of 
national faith. If Great Britain meant to continue a friend to our 
linen manufacture ſhe did not give, even in that particular, the 
abſolute ſecurity we had a right to expect; becauſe the only 
engagement ſhe held out to our linen manufacture by the propoſed 
ſyſtem was, an affurance that no duty ſhould be impoſed on Iriſh 
linens; ſhe did not, at the fame time, ay, ſhe would not reduce 
the duty on foreign linens; and one aſſurance without the other 
did not afford ſufficient ſecutitj to zuard the linen manufacture of 
Ireland. 


Mr. Joun Warre ſaid he had intended to have faid a few 
words on the ſubject but a right honourable gentleman Mr. Grat- 
tan] had urged every thing that could he ſaid on the ſubject with 
ſo much force and eloquence, that it was unneceſſary to add an) 
thing farther. He faid he would vote againſt the admiſſion of 


the bill, becauſe he diſapproved the principle; he conſidered it 24 | 
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zn attack on the conſtitution, and were it to paſs into a law, it 
would be a diſſolution of the government, and ought to be oppoſed 
by the force of the country. He ſaid that much had been ſaid 
with reſpe& to the conduct of the two parties in England, and 
much blame had been given to oppoſition, and much praiſe to 
Mr. Pitt. For his part he thought Mr. Pitt unworthy of the con- 
kdence of England, becauſe he had endeavoured to injure its in- 
tereſts; and unworthy the confidence of Ireland, becauſe he had 
attacked its conſtitution, Where, then, was his boaſted firm- 
neſs? He had taught this country to look up to the benefits held 
out in the original propoſitions and then deſerted them ? He ſeemed 
to have made propoſitions only to recede from them, and had ex- 
ſed his friends to the ridicule of both countries. 

He ſaid he thought the conduct of oppoſition in England highly 
praiſe-worthy, and that they had given the gentlemen of this 
country an example that ought to be followed, when they 
thought the intereſts of their country in danger; they exerted 
themſelves in its defence, and when the conſtitution of Ireland 
was attacked, they endeavoured to avert the intended injury, 
well knowing that if the Iriſh conſtitution was deſtroyed, their 
own would be in danger ; and knowing that there was a ſecret 
* which had been many years exerted againſt the liberties 
of both, 


Sir Lucius O'‚BRIEN.— Though it was my intention not to 
have troubled the Houſe in this ſtage of the buſineſs, yet ſome- 
thing that has been alluded to by other gentlemen, and more ex- 
pteſsly ſtated by my friend who ſpoke lately, [Mr. Corry] ob- 
lige me to depart from that intention. It has been aſſerted that 
every man who gives his aſſent to the introduction of this bill, 
gives his ſupport to the doctrines of the fourth propoſition of the 
Engliſh parliament, which are ſtated to militate againſt the con- 
ſtitution of Ireland. | 

As I mean to allow the right honourable ſecretary to bring in 
his bill, and afterwards to alliſt this Houſe in making that bill as 
perfect as may be; and as I have on former occaſions expreſſed 
my readineſs to ſecond the motion of an honourable gentleman on 
the other fide, that this Houſe will retain, undiminiſhed, the free 
and full exerciſe of the ſole and excluſive authority at all times to 
legiſlate for Ireland, commercially and externally, as well as intet- 
nally Fs as I am ſtill ready to give him the ſame ſupport, I feel 
myſel bound to ſhew that theſe ſentiments ate not inconſiſtent. 

I truſt, Sir, I have been found as little diſpoſed as any man to 
arter a free conſtitution for trade, iſt, becaule I hold the great 
ghts of the people to be unalienable by parliament, and that 
luch an attempt would be ip/s fads void; and ſecondly, becauſe 
free trade (however cheriſhed) can only thrive in the ſoil of a free 
conſtitution z; and I am ready to ſay, that when I firſt ſaw the 
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Engliſh propoſitions as they were ſent down to our repreſentatives 
I thought the fourth exceedingly exceptionable. The propoſitions 
however had been formed amid contrarient ſentiments, in the 
heat of debate and with amendments, firſt ſuggeſted on the mo- 
ment of their adoption, (circumſtances not always the moſt happy 
to produce preciſion in our expreſſions) and therefore I was wil. 
ling to give the parliament of our ſiſter kingdom the ſame liberty, 
T could not deny to any individual the liberty of expreſſing the 
fenſe they wiſhed to have affixed to their own expreſſions. That 
meaning ſeemed to have been ſufficiently defined in the addreſs of 
both Houſes, after deliberation and without a negative, and to 
which the third branch of the legiſlature had added the ſanction of 
Its approbation. This addreſs had aſſerted the legiſlative rights 
of Ireland, and that the Britiſh parliament would ever hold 
thoſe as ſacred as their own. The bill brought in in conſequence 
of this addreſs, had expreſſed the ſame ſentiments, if poſſible ſtill 
ſtronger; and I confeſs, with theſe declarations and with the 
power which I felt were inherent in the Iriſh parliament, as an in- 
dividual J was ſatisfied. The people, however, had conſidered 
the propoſitions only, and had very generally addreſſed this Houſe 
to protect the rights of the conſtitution ; 1 — their laſt peti- 
tions were intitled not only to reſpect but to anſwer, and that my 
honourable friend's reſolution was that proper parliamentary an- 
ſwer. When that was given, I thought the Houſe might, in the 
moſt perfect manner, give this effect, by an inſtruction to the 
committee who were to prepare the bill, to inſert a clauſe which 
ſhould declare it to be a fundamental and eſſential condition of 
the ſettlement, and upon which the duration thereof muſt depend, 
that the laws for regulating trade and manufacture, fo far as 
relates to the ſecuring excluſive privileges to the ſhips and mariner 
of the two kingdoms, and ſo far as they conferred the ſame bene- 
fits and impoſed equal reſtraints, ſhould be the ſame in both king» 
doms; and therefore enacting, that all ſuch laws, (ſo far as they 
related to ſuch excluſive privileges, and confined ſuch benefits 
and impoſed ſuch reſtraints) which now exiſted in Great Britain, 
tbould alſo be in force and full effect in Ireland, And this the 
Houſe muſt do, either by inſerting all ſuch clauſes of the Britiſh 
laws, paragraph by paragraph, in the Iriſh bill, or by general 
terms, (including the whole) as in Mr. Yelverton's bill, I wiſh 
alſo that a ſimilar reſtriction ſhould be given with reſpect to the 
duties on colony produce; and I am confident this, with the 
clauſe at preſent in the bill, aſſerting the ſole right of the parlia- 
ment of Ireland to make laws to bind this country, will be fatis- 
factory to every diſpatlionate man in Ireland, and I think muſt be 


ſatis factory to Great Britain alſo, for it admits their principle of 


perfect and continued equality. It carries that principle into ef- 
ſect, as far as we think by the conſtitution we have any power te 
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and if ever new regulations may be required, there can be 

no doubt of the aſſent of Ireland to what is neceſſary for the em- 
ire, and muſt confer equal benefit on both kingdoms. 

When this ſhall be done, I pledge myſelf to demonſtrate that 
Ireland by this bill will receive very great and permanent commer- 
cial advantages z that we muſt ſhortly become a manufacturin 
trading and opulent nation. The manufacturers of Britain are uni- 
verſally of chis opinion; I know one Houſe here in the cotton 
manufacture that has already got two partners from England with 
60,0001. upon a ſuppoſition that this ſyſtem will take place. In 
the evidence before the Britiſh parliament, one gentleman of Man- 
cheſter, who ſtates, that he pays 27,0001. a year in duties, de- 


clares his intention of forming a connection in Ireland to a very 
conſiderable amount, 


Colonel Gore requeſted the Houſe to hear him for a minute 
or two, and no more, He ſaid, he did not wiſh to _ the 
deciſion on this important queſtion, after the fatigue of a fitting 
of ſeventeen hours, which bore hard on the conſtitutions of the 
moſt robuſt. He faid he had never predecided on any matter to 
be agitated in that Houſe, nor did he ever pledge himſelf before 
a debate to thoſe he repreſented, which, at this inſtant, ſeemed 
to be the whole people of Ireland, further than to take the = 
that became an honeſt man and a friend to his country, He ſaid, 
that to the beſt of his unprejudiced judgment, he acted up to thoſe 
characters in voting for the admiſſion of the bill; and for theſe 
reaſons, founded on the excellent arguments of that night or day, 
or both, call it as they will. Firſt, that it ratified, in the ſtrong- 
eſt and molt ſolemn manner, their conſtitution, and ſecured their 
independency. Secondly, that it put it into their power to be- 
come a rich and reſpeQable people. Thirdly, that it rendered 
the two countries one as to operation and effect; leaving at the 
lame time this ancient kingdom in diſtin&, full and ſeparate poſ- 
ſeſſion of every circumſtance of honour, repute and conſequence, 


The queſtion was then put, and the Houſe divided, 
Ayes, . — 127 


Noes, 108 


Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Gardiner and Mr. Moore. 
Tellers for the Noes, Mr. O'Neill and Mr. Conolly. 


As ſoon as the Houſe was reſumed, Sir Hexcures LAx- 
GRISHE moved the queſtion of adjournment, 


Mr. FLoop aſked whether the bill was not a money bill ? In 
which caſe he ſaid, he conceived it could not be brought in till 
the ſubject matter of it had been ſubmitted to the conſideration 
ofa committee of ſupply, and they had ordered in a bill. He 
lud, he meant on Monday to move a reſolution grounded on 
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the fourth of the Britiſh propoſitions, which he conſidered as x 
derilection of the independence of the parliament of Ireland. 
Previous, therefore, to their agreeing to diſcuſs the bill, he thought 
it necefſary for the Houſe to reſolve, that it would retain its con- 
ſtitutional legiſlative rights undiminiſhed, and if the honourable 
baronet would conſent to withdraw the queſtion of adjournment, 
| he would move his reſolution. 


Sir Hexxy Cavetxpisn congratulated his countrymen on 
the minority they had juſt ſeen ; that minority, if the bill were 
perſiſted in, he ſaid, he had no doubt, would prove a majority, 
and therefore he would adviſe gentlemen on the other fide to think 
no more of the bill. 


Mr. Coxvol Lx faid when a minority had gone ſo near to 
cruſh a meaſure of government, that meaſure could not be per- 
| fifted in, Notwithſtanding his reſpeQ, therefore, for the right 
honourable Secretrary, he muſt declare that he had never given 
vote with greater ſatisfaction, than his vote of that day, from 
his conviction that it tended to promote the peace of the empire, 
and to prevent the —_— conſequences that he foreſaw to 
| both kingdoms, if the buſineſs was permitted to go on. 


Sir EDWARD NEwENHAM ſaid he would adviſe government, 
for the ſake of peace and their own honour, to drop all further 
berger in this buſineſs, as the diviſion was a victory on the 

de of the people. He wiſhed that they would let his honourable 
friend's motion take place, that the whole kingdom might, by 
that night's poſt, be relieved from its anxiety for its legiſlative 
tights.— This was, indeed, a proud day for Ireland, to ſee fo 
numerous a band of patriots, cloſely attending their duty for 
eighteen hours—Men of rank and property—men in whom the 
people did and would confide—Did miniſtry wiſh for a further 
amputation of the Britiſh empire! 

The queſtion being called for, the Houſe divided at nine in 
the morning, | 


Ayes, for the adjournment, — 120 
Noes, — 104 


2 — 


Monday, AuGusT 15, 1785. 


The Right Honourable THOMAS OrDe, upon preſenting the 
bill for efięctuating the intercourſe and commerce between Great 
Britain and Ireland, on permanent and equitable principles, for 
the mutual benefit of both kingdoms, begged leave to be indulged 
with a few words. He would not — he ſaid, remind the 


ee 445 
Houſe of the proceedings that had taken place with regard to the 


meaſure, after having had ſo many opportunities of expatiating 
upon it: He would do no more than juſt obſerve, that the mea- 
ſure had been undertaken, in obedience to the commands of that 
Houſe, by the government of both countries, ſo far as to project 
and bring forward a propoſition for their mutual benefit. With 
that view he had the honour of having moved for leave to bring 
in the bill then in his hand, and he hoped the contents of it would 
effetually anſwer the purpoſe : He had declared that on no 
ground whatever could thoſe who had engaged in it have any view 
or ſatisfadion in propoſing the Bill, than as it might tend to attain 
that object. It was but juſtice to thoſe gentlemen who had 
given government their ſupport, to fay thus much, as he was 
convinced that thoſe who enjoyed moſt of its confidence, never 
would have adviſed or recommended a meaſure that had not that 


\ ſtamp. Under this idea, he had taken the liberty of applying for 


leave to bring in a bill; and, having done ſo, he wiſhed to have 
it underſtood, that it was his deſire that full time ſhould be given 
for the conſideration of it. In reality, he had effected his duty, 
when he had brought it to the period of its being laid before the 
public. From that moment he ſhould conſider it to be in their 
poſſeſſion, to do with it as they pleaſed. He ſhould, therefore, 
wiſh to collect opinions upon it; and, with that view, he ſhould 
move to have it printed, that the people might examine and under- 
ſtand it, and that gentlemen might have an opportunity of con- 
ſulting their conſtituents, and collecting the ſenſe of the coun- 
try upon it, From what had paſſed in the Houſe on the laſt day 
that they had aſſembled, he was induced to ſuppoſe that a conſi- 
derable time would be neceſſary for that purpoſe. This opinion, 
it was true, aroſe from a minority of the Houſe, yet that minority 
was of ſuch a nature, and ſo compoſed, that the gentlemen who 
formed it might be well ſuppoſed to know the ſenſe of the coun- 
try, for which reaſon he ſhould be ſorry not to pay ſufficient re- 
ſpect to them, Notwithſtanding, therefore, that he was ſtill de- 
cidedly of the ſame opinion with regard to the meaſure, that he 
ever had entertained, yet as one great object was to enforce the 
juſtification of government, it was highly neceſſary that the bill 
ſhould be ſeen and conſidered. He would, with this view, move 
that it be printed, and having done ſo, he did not intend making 
any further motion reſpecting it during the preſent ſeſſion. His 
reaſon was, he thought the public much miſtaken in the opinion 
they had formed of it, and therefore he was anxious that they 
ſhould ſee it, as the miniſter wiſhed only to proceed in concur- 
rence with tue ſentiments of the people, having no view but the 
benefit and advantage of. the country, nor would he deſire to do 
any thing with the meaſure, unleſs it ſhould appear to have that 

p upon it, He thought he had pertefted his duty when he 
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had brought it before the public. Its further progreſs muſt be by 
a motion from them; and as it had been the general opinion that 
it would be deſirable that the ſeſſion ſhould elapſe without further 
conſideration of it, in order to give the country time to reflect 
upon it, he ſhould proceed in that way. When the next ſeſſion 
commenced, the country would have had ſufficient time to conſi- 
der it, and might take ſuch further ſteps reſpeCting it as they 
thought proper. 


Mr. FLoop ſaid the right honourable gentleman had antici- 
pated his wiſhes. He would not, therefore, object to reading the 
bill ; though were he inclined to do ſo he would not want a pre- 
cedent, as he remembered the Judges bill on its firſt introduction, 
had been refuſed a firſt reading. With _ to printing the bill, 
to that alſo he would make no objection z however as ſoon as theſe 
motions ſhould be agreed to, he would propoſe a reſolution, in 
order to ſhew the world the utter impraQtibility of ever at any fu- 
ture period, carrying any ſyſtem like this To furniſh a leflen to 
all ſucceeding miniſters, of the futility of propoſing any meaſures 
to the Iriſh parliament, everſive of the independence of the Iriſh 
parliament, and hoſtile to the liberties of the Iriſh nation. 


Mr. Ox ſaid he wiſhed to obſerve again, that the bill was 
prepared for the conſideration of that people for whole intereſt it 
was principally intended. In his mind it was matter of little con- 
ſequence, whether it was exactly founded on the twenty propoſi- 
tions; it was equally extenſive. The object of the bill was to 
form a ſettlement of commercial intercourſe between Ireland and 
Great Britain, which he _—_ it very fully effected to the ad- 
vantage of this kingdom. He had before ſaid that it depended 
on the people of Ireland, whether the ſettlement ſhould be com- 
pletely carried into effect hether he ſhould be at liberty to go 
on with it. As to his future conduct on this important ſubject, he 
would not ſay any thing. 


Mr. CoxoLLy ſaid that he was very happy the ſeſſion was like- 
ly to end in harmony: He never in his life, he ſaid, dreaded 
a meaſure ſo much as that which the Houſe and the nation, had, by 
the virtue of the independent country gentlemen of Ireland, been 
fortunately reſcued from. His apprehenſion, that carrying the bill 
into a law, would be a fatal means of ſeparating the two coun- 
tries, had been one of his moſt forcible motives, He was alway 
a friend to the connexion of Ireland and Great Britain—he al- 
ways wiſhed to ſee them cemented together to ſee them dove- 
tailed; and this pernicious bill would have completely broken 
thoſe bands of mutual affection, by which they ſhould ever be 
united. | 

Though he was not reckoned a great politician, nor did he be- 
lieve he was, yet he could plainly tee there were but two methods 
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of preſerving this connection, let Ireland enjoy a bona fide free 
trade, and let no attempts be made on her free conſtitution ; both 
which fundamental principles were contradicted by the bill. He 
faid though he muſt confeſs he had ſtood in the gap of a free con- 
ſtitution, yet as we were now in poſſeſſion of it, he thought we 
ſhould not reſign it but with our lives, 


Mr FLoo p, after expreſſing his ardent joy that they were likely 
to eſcape the right honourable gentleman's moſt noxious propo- 
ſitions, ſaid he roſe to remove any ſuggeſtion that the reſolution 
he meant to propoſe was inimical to Great Britain; though the 
reſolution he intended to propoſe, gave a decided negative to 
the principle of moſt of the Engliſh Pn to which he 
| ſtated his objections, yet he entertained nothing inimical to Eng- 
, land—No, not in idea. f 
Any propoſition to take away the right of legiſlation from the 
land, he was an enemy to. Such a propoſition was inadmiſſible 
now ; it would be inadmiſſible to-morrow z it would be inadmiſ- 
ſible at any time. The conſtitution was not a ſubject of negocia- 
tion; it was not a commodity for barter z it was not an article 
of commerce his reſolution was neceſſary to ſhew the people of 
lreland, to ſhew the people of England, to ſhew the world, that 
was too ſacred for the hands of the moſt ruinous and profligate 
miniſter to touch; that it was above the power or wickedneſs of 
even ſuch—beyond the graſp of depravity or ambition. In his 
opinion there exiſted not at this day a ſubject of commerce be- 
tween the two countries worth any fort of altercation, We now 
had a right of trading with any part of the world that chuſes to 
trade with us, No ſtipulation was therefore neceſſary ; common 
probity would be ſuthcient, To think of binding the legiſlature 
was fooliſh and abſurd, as the conſtitution acknowledged, come 
mon ſenſe or reaſon acknowledged, no power to reſide in one 
parliament to bind any future parliament, Circumſtances might 
in the courſe of time be ſo changed, as to render, what at one pe- 
riod might be a wiſe and ſalutary meaſure, directly the contrary. 
There could never, therefore, exiſt any one general remedy irre- 
vocable, and to be applied to all caſes whatever, The regulation 
of the commerce and intercourſe between the two countries, muſt 
be left to their reſpective legiſlatures, to be ſettled from time to 
time as to them might ſeem meet. That England could have 
nothing to fear from leaving this in ſuch a ſituation, he proved, 
from the conduct invariably obſerved by Ireland, fince the reco- 
very of a free conſtitution. Had we ſince that period, had we 
lince we were permitted to legiſlate for our own commerce, ſhewn 
ny indiſpoſition towards that country ? Had we not on the con- 
trary gone on very many occaſions farther than the intereſts of 
Ireland could well permit? Had we never ſince ſacrificed ſome 


«our moſt important intereſts, at the ſhrine of their good plea- 
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ſure ? Arguing with much ſtrength for ſome time, from the 
rower influence poſſeſſed by England in our parliament, than by 

reland in hers, he ſaid there was no neceflity for that kingdom to 
invade the conſtitution of this, the only nation that ſhewed itſelf 
friendly to Great Britain, and we could not, ought not, muſt 
not, attempt the ſubverſion of the conſtitution. He ſaid that 
as the whole buſineſs was to be conſidered only in the light of a 
bargain between two equal and independent ſtates, as each ſought 
its own advantage, the rejection of their own propoſitions here 
could give no offence to the Engliſh parliament ; nor ſhould any 
Iriſhman be chagrined, becauſe the legiſlature of England did not 
agree to the propoſitions of this country. He then propoſed the 
following ne. o00 - | 


«© Reſolved, That we hold ourſelves bound not to enter 


into any engagement to give up the ſole and excluſive right of 
< the parliament of Ireland to legiſlate for Ireland in all caſes 
* whatever, as well externally as commercially and internally. 


Right Honourable Gzoxce OLE. I think it incumbent on 
me to ſay afew words in juſtification of myſelf, not from any con- 
ſciouſneſs of having aQed wrong, but becauſe I have been miſ- 
repreſented. I ſpoke in the laſt debate as I ſhall ever do, with the 
firmneſs of a man, and all I deſire is juſtice; but when ſee my- 
ſelf in the public prints miſrepreſented and traduced, I cannot 
bear it. It is ſtated that I declared I approved of the propoſitions. I 
ſaid no ſuch thing. Sir, l have long had a character in this coun- 
iTYs which I ſhalt not lightly forfeit. I ſaid I approved of a ſyſtem 
of commercial intercourſe with England upon the firm and broad 
baſis of mutual honour and of mutual intereſt z but I would never 
facrifice the conſtitution of Ireland to the imperial pride of Great 
Britain, or ſurrender the natural rights or properties of this coun- 
try to the monopolizing ſpirit of the traders and manufaQurers of 
the ſiſter kingdom. I voted for the admiiſion of the bill that the 
* of Ireland might know what was propoſed ; becauſe the 
ſenſe of the Engliſh nation had been taken, and fo ought the ſenle 
of the Iriſh nation, I ſaid I would take their opinion, and theit 
opinion ſhould regulate my conduct. If this is not honourable 
and conſtitutional language I know not what is. If ever I have 
uſed any other in this Houſe (and I ſtand before gentlemen who 
have been witneſſes of my conduct ſince I have had the honour of 
a ſeat in it) let them now ſtand forth and declare it. Sir, I beg 
pardon for ſpeaking ſo much of myſelf, but a man's honour 1s dear 
to him, and I ſhall not eaſily part with mine. Whether the miſ 
repreſentation was through ignorance or deſign I cannot tell, but 
I think it incumbent on me to wipe the imputation away. Let 

them do me juſtice, I aſk for nothing more. | 


Mr. Hou Mrs.] had little intention, and ſtill leſs inclination, to 
take any part in this debate, but the turn it took upon che lai 
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night, and the reflections ſome gentlemen thought proper to throw 
out, makes me think it neceſſary to avow the motives and princi- 
ples of my vote, and to diſclaim thoſe that have been falſely im- 
puted to thoſe who joined in that vote. 

It has been confidently ſaid, that to vote for the introduction 
of this bill, was cotruptly and baſely to ſurrender the legiſlative 
rights of Ireland. The aſſertion, Sir, is as replete with malice, as 
it is deſtitute of truth. What is the plain ſtate of the queſtion ? 
Several gentlemen, high in ſtation, reſponſible from office, and of 
the moſt unblemiſhed reputations, defire leave to bring in a bill 
for what? To ſettle a commercial arrangement between the two 
countries on the broad baſis of mutual intereſt and equal juſtice, 
Was there ever any bill had a more plauſible title? Was there 
ever any bill had a more deſirable object? And yet gentlemen 
refuſe permiſſion to introduce ſuch a bill; and to vote for it is to 
betray the deareſt intereſts of your country: Is there any man 
ſo wilfully and perverſely ignorant of every principle of parlia- 
mentary rule, and indeed of common ſenſe, as to maintain, that 
in voting for the introduction of the bill, that you bind yourſelf 
to adopt either its principle or its regulations. It is moſt notori- 
ouſly known to the moſt ignorant member of the Houſe, that in 
all its different ſtages every man is at his liberty to combat the 
principle or alter the regulations it contains, They are averſe to 
ſuffer the bill to be brought in, becauſe it would then appear, 
from the moſt irrefragable evidence, that the bill does not con- 
tain thoſe pernicious clauſes, which they, without knowing what 
it is, aſſert that it does. Sir, the intereſts of Great Britain and 
Ireland are ſo intimately blended, that there is not a rational man 
in either country that is not convinced that they muſt ſtand or fall 
together, —Is then an attempt to ſettle the jarring and diſcerdant 
intereſts of rival merchants and manufacturers a crime of a heinous 
niture? and if this bill is not calculated to effectuate ſo deſirable 
a purpoſe, why refuſe to take it into conſideration ? How will 
you frame a proper bill for that purpoſe, if you refuſe to enter 
into the diſcuſſion of it? Surely, Sir, it would be a deſirable 
2 to guard againſt an acrimonious rivalſhip in trade or ma- 
nufacture. A competition of this kind leads to a commercial ſe- 
paration, if not hoſtilityz a commercial ſeparation leads to a 
national one; and a national ſeparation, I will boldly affirm, is 
the ſure and certain road to ruin. Sir, it would be vain and idle 
in me to enter into any dicuſſion of the detail of the meaſure, 
which I underſtand is now to be given up, and I only roſe to 
reſcue myſelf, from that obloquy and 8.—— which was ſo 
unjuſtly levelled at them. 


The queſtion beiag put, that the bill be now received, it was 
arried in the affirmative, but with ſeveral negatives. 
Vor. V. Bs 4 4 
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Mr. FLoo p mentioned, that thoſe negatives were not intended 
as giving abſolute oppoſition to the reading of the bill, but merely 
that the meaſure might not appear to have been carried unani- 
mouſly. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill in the uſual manner, 


The ATTorxey GeNeraL deſired the bill might he read at 
large, in order that gentlemen might ſee what they had objected 
to, 


The Clerk proceeded to read the bill, but little attention being 
paid to it, 
| General CunnixGnam faid he conſidered it as a great waſte 
of time; the miniſter fairly avowed his intention of not proceed- 
ing further in the meaſure this ſeſſion ; the bill was to be printed, 
it would be in every man's poſſeſſion 3 he thought it therefore 
abſolute nonſenſe to take up the time of the Houle in reading 
what nobody attended to. 


The bill was read and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. OnDt, after ſtating the neceſſity of allowing ſome time to 
hear from * moved that the Houſe do adjourn *till that 
day three weeks. 


Mr. HART LIV ſeid he had a petition in his hand, from a very 
full and reipeQable meeting of the citizens of Dublin, held that 
day atihe Royal Exchange, at which the chief magiſtrate preſid- 
ed. In this petition, {aid he, they expreſs their humble and re- 
ſpectable confidence, that the virtue of parliament will reject the 
Engliſh propoſitions z and give aſſurance to this Houſe, that they 
will maintain their legiſlative rights pure and inviolate, as far as 
their rank and fortunes will permit. He faid that the reaſon 
aſũgned for printing the bill, which was that the ſentiments of the 
people might be underitood on the preſent great queſtion, was, 
in his opinion, taking unneceſſary trouble to no purpoſe, as the 


ſentiments of the people were already well known on the ſubject, 


of which the petition he then wiſhed to preſent was a proof, He 
begged gentlemen would not inſiſt on the adjournment till the 
petition was preſented. | 


As the queſtion of adjournment had been moved and ſeconded, 
the petition could not be recei ved. 


Mr. O'Hara ſaid the reſolution propoſed by the honourable 
member, [Mr. Flood] was no more than a declaration of their 
rights of independence; and that the legiſſature was determined 
to ſapport its independence; this was a right they had to de- 
clare whenever they thought proper, and no other body of men, 
whatever, had a right to take oftence becauſe they did ſo. He 
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aid the queſtion of adjournment was prefſed to prevent them from 


coming to the reſolution propoſed by the honourable member 
on the floor; it partook of the ſpirit and principle of, and was 
delivered from the ſame ſource with the fourth propoſition, which 
no man in the Houſe or in the nation dare to defend; The pub- 
lic mind was deſervedly alarmed by the nefarious attempt made 
on our conſtitution and commerce, and it was proper this, or 
ſome other reſolution of the ſame nature, ſhould be entered into 
to quiet it: It was proper that ſome aſſurance ſhould be given 
them by | parliament, that their liberty is ſecure in the virtues of 
the legiſlature. This reſolution was neceſſary, whether they went 
on with the bill or not. If they went on with the bill, it was 
rizht to cut away all hope from the miniſter of England, of ſuc- 
ceeding in his laudable project of robbing them of their legiſlative 
power Inf they did not go on with the bill, it was right to tell the 
le ſo. 
2 the great pains he had ſeen adminiſtration put itſelf to, 
to encreaſe, by the creation of new places and the diſtribution of 
new penſions, its already too great influence, he ſuſpe&ed they 
had ſame very dangerous object in contemplation, that required 
extraordinary exertion and extraordinary corruption to carry it 
through that Houſe, He did not indeed imagine the danger was 
ſo great or imminent as the preſent bill proved to be. He warn- 
ed gentlemen of the danger—of the too great influence of mĩniſ- 
ters, by which neither conſtitution or commerce could be ſafe. 
He made ſome remarks on the eleven Iriſh and the twenty Eng- 
liſh propoſitions, and added a compariſon of them one with the 
other; and after explaining the nature and extent of the irrecipro- 
cities introduced by Mr. Pitt and his friends in England, he ſaid 
that theſe diſadvantages to Ireland were not confined to her inter- 
courſe with Great Britain, but if ſhe adopted the right honoura- 
ble ſecretary's bill, would extend by her own act to render nuga- 
tory whatever foreign trade England would ſuffer the appear- 
ance of to remain among us. The reſolution would, he ſaid, 
be neceſſary as a criterion of the bill. Miniſters had aſſerted they 
were driven to the preſent ſettlement by diſcontents in Ireland. 
Bat if Ireland was diſcontented, ſuch a remedy ſurely was a very 
unlikely way to content her—lt was a curious way to content a 
people that complained of being deprived unjuſtly of a portion of 
their trade, to take away the remainder, He ſaid he ſaw greater 
oppoſition riſing from this ſyſtem than ever was experienced in this 
country, as the right honourable gentleman's bill, inſtead of be- 
ing calculated to give contentment, ſeemed intended for no other 
1 war than the promotion of keeneſt diſcord, If it were not, 
e faid, for adminiſtration themſelves, oppoſition would not ia 

lreland ſhew its face. 
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What would be the conſequence? An union of legiſlatures 
would in od rt meaſure reſult from the adoption of this bill, the 
tendency of which would be to reduce Ireland to the ſtate of a 
province. To treat her as America was treated before her own 
virtue, and the favour of providenee ſet her looſe from her chains, 
To oppreſs her commerce whenever it ſuited the intereſt or pleaſed 
the fancy of any petty town in England. To ſtop up her ports 
whenever the Engliſh merchant thought it convenient to call into 
action his thirſt of monopoly. From external, the tranſition 
would be found eaſy to internal taxation, as it would be no diff 
Cult matter to ſtart a queſtion whether this or that was a port duty 
or an inland exciſe. As to the option, that, inſtead of being a 
remedy, made the bill, if poſſible, ſtill more pernicious, He ſaid 
he had heard and read of many miniſters of wonderful talents in 
the art of deſtroying theit enemies, but they muſt you to the 
author of this fair and reciprocal ſyſtem: No miniſter was ever 
more plauſible in deſtroying his enemy than this young man has 
proved himſelf to be in ruining the only friend remaining to his 
country. 


Sir ENwWAAD NR wWwENUHAu.— Can you think of adjourning be- 
fore you calm the minds of the 2 * Will you add oppreſſi- 
on to inſult? There are bills of national conſequence teady for 
the royal aſſent; you paſſed the hay bill contrary to the rules of 
parliament ; in one day it was moved for, read, engroſſed, and 
paſſed both Houſes. Will you adjourn before that bill receives the 
royal aſſent? The ſpirit of the people will not ſubmit to the 
daſtardly 2 ot a previous queſtion z the peace, the future 
proſperity of this nation depends on the deciſion of this night. 


Mr. Geox Poxsoxsy ſaid he would oppoſe Mr. Flood's 
reſolution, which he conſidered as committing the Houſe with 
the parliament of Great Britain, and that upon the moſt miſtaken 
ground. What, ſaid he, have the Britiſh parliament done? In 
their addreſs, and in this bill, they have declared as ſtrongly ay 
words can do, your independence :—Nay, they go farther z they 
ſay, in the face of the world, they will ever hold your rights as 
ſacred as their own; yet after this, if you agree to the reſolution 
of the right — . gentleman, do you not ſay to all mankind 
that the Britiſh parliament he deſired you to enter into ſome en- 
E to ſurrender your rights? You inſult the Britiſh par- 

iament ; you give them the lie; you affront your ſovercign, 
who in his * has approved of their addreſs. Now, I alk 


you, are you prepared for this? Will you yenture the peace of 


this country for a word, for a nothing ? Are you prepared to 
to war, or has any one attacked you? If not, the motion, 
is improper, intemperate, and unwiſe. | 


Right Honourable Dexnx1s DaLy faid he would trouble the 
- Hpule with a few words. He thought the reſolution unneceſſary, 
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becauſe the right honourable Secretary, in a ſtile that did him 
much honour, had now referred the bill to the conſideration of 
the country; and having done ſo, the reſolution could only be 
conſidered as inſulting. | 

As he would not wiſh to ſhelter himſelf under an accidental 
abſence, he ſaid, he thought it neceſſary, in a matter of ſuch 
bigh importance as the queſtion which had on Friday been agi- 
tated, to mention his opinion. Had he been preſent, he certainly 
would have voted for the introduction of the. bill in order that 
the country might have it before them, though he had very lictle 
hope of being able to ſupport it farther, 


Mr. CuzRAN expreſſed the effuſions of his joy upon the victo- 
9 this country had obtained. He ſaid he would ſupport the re- 
olution propoſed by the hononrable member, becauſe he thought 
it neceſſary to declare to the people, that their rights had not 
been ſolely ſupported by 110 independent gentlemen, but that if 
eight or ten of them had been abſent, that thoſe who had coun- 
tenanced the meaſure, would have abandoned every idea of proſe- 
cuting it further, It had ever been the cuſtom of our anceſtors, 
when the conſtitution had been attacked, to enter into ſome ſpi- 
rited ſtep for its ſupport. Why was Magna Charta paſſed ? It 
was = ed, not to give freedom to the people, but becauſe the 
people were already free, Why was the repeal of the 6th of 
Geo. I. Not to give independence to the men of Ireland, but 
becauſe Ireland was in itſelf an independent nation. This reſo- 
lution did not go 1 rights, but to declare that we will pre- 
ſerve our rights. e were told to be cautious how we commit 
purſelves with the parliament of Great Britain: Whether this 
threat carried with jt more of prudence or timidity, he 
ſbould leave gentlemen to determine, He rejoiced that the cloud 
which had lowered over them had paſſed away, and he declared 
he had no intention to wound the ſceliogs of the miniſter, by tri- 
umphing in his defeat ; on the contrary, he might be ſaid to riſe 
with ſome degree of ſelf denial, when he gave to others an op- 
portunity of exulting in the victory, The oppoſition in England 
had thrown many impediments in the way, but be would remem- 
ber with gratitude, that the oppoſition there had ſupported the 
liberties of Ireland. When he ſaw them reprobating the attacks 
made upon the trial by jury z when he ſaw them ſupporting the 
legiſlative rights of Ireland, he could not refrain from giving 
them his applauſe. They well knew that an invaſion of the liber- 
ty of Ireland would tend to an attack upon their own. The 
principle of liberty, thank Heaven, ſtill continued in thoſe coun- 
tries—that principle which had ſtained the fields of Marathon, 
ſtood in the paſs ro Thermopylæ, and gave to America indepen- 
dence, Happy it was for Ireland, that ſhe had recovered her 
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rights by victory, not ' ſtained with blood—not a victory bathed 
in the tears of a mother, a ſiſter or a wife—not a victory hanging 
over the grave of a Warren or a Montgomery, and uncertain 
whether to triumph in what ſhe had gained, or to mourn over 
what ſhe had loſt ! 

He ſaid, as to the majority who had voted for bringing in the 
bill, the only way they could juſtify themſelves to their conſti- 
tuents was by voting for the reſolution. As to the minority who 
had ſaved the country, they needed no vindication; but thoſe 
who voted for the inttoduction of the bill, muſt have waited for 
the committee, to ſhew the nation that they would never aſſent 
to the fourth propoſition. That opportunity, he faid, could 
never arrive. The bill was at an end—The cloud that had been 
collecting ſo long, and threatning to break in tempeſt and 
ruin on our heads, had paſſed harmleſs away. The ſiege that was 
drawn round the conſtitution was raiſed, and the enemy was gone, 

alt ire et Derica caſtra and they might now go abroad without 
ear and trace the dangers they eſcaped ; here was drawn the line 
of circumvallation, that cut them off for ever from the Eaſtern 
world: and there the correſponding one, that incloſed them from 
the Weſt. Nor let us, ſaid he, forget in our exultation to whom 
we are indebted for the deliverance.—Here ſtood the truſty mari- 
ner [Mr. Conolly] on his old ſtation the maſt head, and gave the 
ſignal. Here [\MIr. Flood] all the wiſdom of the ſtate was col- 
lected, exploring your weakneſs and your ſtrength, detecting 
every ambuſcade, and pointing to the hidden battery that was 
brought to bear on the ſhrine of freedom. And there [Mr. Grattan] 
was exerting an eloquence more than human, inſpiring, forming, 
direQting, animating, to the = purpoſes of your ſal vation, 
&c. Burt I feel, ſaid he, that 1 am leaving the queſtion, and the 
bounds of moderation; but there is an ebullition in great exceſſes 
of joy that almoſt borders on inſanity. I own I feel ſomething 
like it in the profuſeneſs with which I ſhare in the general tri- 
umph. It was not, however, a triumph which he wiſhed to 
enjoy at the expence of the honourable gentleman who had 
brought in the bill, he was willing to believe, with the beſt in- 
tention, Whatever he might have thought before, he now felt 
no trace of reſentment to the honourable gentleman. On the 
contrary he wiſhed that that day's intercourſe, which would pro- 
bably be their laſt, might be marked on his part with kindnefs 
and reſpet, . 

He was for letting the right honourable gentleman eaſily down; 
he was not for depreſſing him with the triumph, but he was for 
calling him to ſhare in the exultation, Upon what principle could 
the gentlemen who ſupported the previous queſtion, defend their 
conduct, unleſs it was in contradiction to the general rule of ad- 
| hering to meaſures, not to the man? Here it was plain they 
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were adherin? to the man, not to the meaſure; the meaſure had 
ſunk, but the nan was till afloat. Perhaps they thought it decent 
to pay a funeral compliment to his departure z yet he warned them 
how they preſſed too eagerly forward, for as there could not he 
many bearers, ſome of them might be diſappointed of the ſcarf or 
the cypreſs, He beſought them now to let all end in good hu- 
mour, and, like failors, who had purſued different objedts, when 
they gt into port, ſhake hands with harmony. 


Mr. Mo Lv N fx oppoſed the reſolution and defended the bill, 
declaring, that it contained nothing inimical to the conſtitution, 
and would have been productive of much beneſiit to commerce. 
He therefore would have ſupported it from a conviction that it 
would have proved advantageous to Ireland. He faid he felt for 
the conſtitution of his country, as much as any man, and had 
too great a ſtake in it to give his vote upon a national queſtion of 
the magnitude and importance of that which had been under diſ- 
cuſſion, without the moſt rooted conviction of the rectitude and 

opriety of the deciſion he was about to make. That which 
had occupied their attention upon that day and Friday laſt, was 
-undoubtedly of the firſt importance, and no conſideration on earth 
ſhould have induced him to vote for it could he not have done 
ſo but upon principle. 


Sir JoHn BLAG Gir ſaid he was happy that the bill was 
permitted to be printed, as it would fully juſtify all thoſe who 

d taken a part in a meaſure which, when the country recovered 
its ſober ſenſes, would appear to be highly honourable and advan- 
tageous to it. He oppoſed the reſolution before the Houſe, be- 
cauſe it was not warranted on any ground whatſoever, and if it 
were, it would be inexpedient to take ſuch a precipitate ſtep, 

The Engliſh bill was faid to affect to bind Ireland, and was 
compared to the American ſtamp-act and tea-tax, which had de- 
luged that country in blood. He took up the addreſs of the Lords 
of England, and the King's anſwer, and read theſe lines: 

* We have thus far performed our part in this important buſi- 
* neſs, and we truſt that, in the whole courſe of its progrels, 
** reciprocal interefts and mutual affection will inſure that ſpirit 
* of union ſo eſſentially neceffary to the great end which the two 
countries have equally in view.“ 

Let the ſober ſenſes of gentlemen now determine upon its me- 
rits; it would be an inſulc upon the underſtanding of the Houſe 
to ſay another word upon it. 

It was the bleſſing of God, he ſaid, that when that extraordi- 
nary reſolution was moved the other night, he found an honour- 
able friend had propoled the queſtion of adjournment, or fluſhed 
with the victory, or {ſomething very like one, which gentlemen on 
the other fide of the Houſe had gained, he had very ſtrong doubrs 
whether in the phrenzy of the moment this mad reſolution might 


456 PARLIAMENTARY 


not have obtained the ſanction of the Houſe. He begged gentle- 
men to conſider that it was a direct attack upon the proceedin 

of the parliament of England, and upon the conduct of the King, 
who in his anſwer had re- ecchoed what the addreſs had ſtated. 
It was a libel upon the Britiſh parliament, and an impeachment 
of the underſtanding of the King and of the integrity of his mini- 
ſter; in a word, it was a proceeding which — revolt every 
diſpaſſionate member of the community, | 

He ſaid it was impoſſible to avoid ſaying one word with ref 
to the ſituation of his right honourable friend [the Secretary] 
after what had fallen from an honourable gentleman on the other 
fide. He had been traduced without doors, in the baſeſt man- 
ner—miſtated and miſrepreſented within, by gentlemen on both 
fides of the Houſe—betrayed (he. would uſe the word if it did 
not apply to a character that was incapable of intending to do ſo) 
by ſome of his friends in England. 

He here alluded to what had dropped from Mr. Smith ithe 
laſt debate, concerning what Lord Camden had ſaid. 

What, ſaid he, ſhall the man of the firſt character, rank and 
conſequence in that Houſe, preſiding at the head of his Majeſty's 
councils, diſtinguiſhed not more for his ability than his love of 
liberty, heſitate to give a deciſive and categorical anſwer to the 
ſimpleſt of all queſtions—whether the fourth reſolution did or did 
not bind Ireland? It obviouſly ſpoke to his underſtanding, com- 
ing from a man who was above any finiſter view, that he had no 
motive but a doubt on the occaſion, and ſuch he confeſſed might 
warrant doubts in others; but how did it act upon the preſent 
queſtion ? The doubt might warrant a diſſent from the bill, but 
it was fair logic to inſiſt, that to warrant an aſſent to the reſolution, 
they muſt take it for fact, that he had poſitively declared it was 
binding on Ireland. However the bill was now gone, it would 
bear its breaſt to the world, and juſiify thoſe who had a hand in 
framing ic. The reſolution 1 was a libel on the Britiſh 
parliament, an inſult to the King, and an impeachment of the in- 
tegrity of his miniſters z was tending to commit the two parlia- 
ments together, and leading ultimately to a ſeparatipn between 
the two Kingdoms; and upon the whole was ſuch an act of deſpe- 
rate madnelis, as he truſted in his heart no man in his ſober 
ſenſes would ſupport. 


Mr. Ke arNEy contended that the reſolution would be an ex- 
cuſe, for the gentlemen who had ſupported the bringing in the bill, 
to their conſtituents ; for it behoved the parliament of Ireland 
not only to be like Cæſar's wife—virtuous—but appear ſo to the 
world. 


Mr. Cox xx faid the queſtion before the Houſe required very 
little to be ſaid in its ſupport; but the honourable gentleman who 
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had ſpoken laſt but one, having alluded to ſomething he had ſtated 
relative to the noble peer, [Lord Camden] he thought it neceſſary 
again to ſtate what had come to his information upon it, He un- 
derſtood that that noble peer had in one debate ſaid, that he would 
never conſent to part with an iota of the fourth reſolution ; and 
in another, when preſſed to declare whether it was his opinion 
that it infringed upon the conſtitution of Ireland, he had * 
« that were he preſſed for ſeven years upon the point, he would 
not give an anſwer :” This, Mr. Corry faid, falling from a 
miniſter and from ſo wiſe a man, ſeemed to him to have one of 
theſe only two poſſible meanings, either Lord Camden thought it 
did affect the legiſlative independency of Ireland, and he had 
caution and wiſdom enough not to irritate that country by declar- 
ing it z or he thought it did nor affect it, and he had unwillingneſs 
to offend England by declaring that opinion. Which of the two 
motives was it deſired ſbould be attributed to the noble peer for 
declaring to ſpeak out? In the courle of the proceedings on this 
buſineſs of the right honourable gentleman's bill, he obſerved, that 
the commercial part of it had retired from public attention; and 
very naturally fince the ſtage in which it has been oppoſed pre- 
cluded detail, and going to principle, the great conſtitutional 

ueſtion, a ſubject on which the country felt with ſo much ſen- 
Ney, had alone been taken up: This he was to obſerve could 
by no means bear a conſtruction, that the commercial part was not 
highly objectionable; much lets could it bear a conſtruction, as 
had been ſomewhere inſinuated, that Ireland, becauſe ſhe refuſed 
that particular ſettlement, had no wiſh or demand for any ſettle- 
ment whatever of her trade : Points there were certainly, which 
called for ſettlement z he had at the opening of the laſt ſeſſion 
mentioned, for one, the Eaſt India trade, as had been truly ſtated 
in a former debate; as he had repeatedly done alſo in that ſetlion. 
He had likewiſe called the attention of the Houſe to a ſtatement 
of the navigation act, which had paſſed unqueſtioned and unde- 
cided as to the rights of the country : To thole it was his duty to 
call the attention of the Houſe at preſent; as to the former, he 
acknowledged he thought the preſent time afforded no poſſibility 
of going into it, and therefore that it muſt neceſſarily itand over 
till next ſeiſion of parliament z as to the latter, it was not exactly 
in that ſituation. He ſaid he was extremely unwilling to ſtir any 
thing which might diſturb the harmony of the country ſo late in 
the ſeflion, and therefore having diſcharged the duty he owed to 
the Houſe, in recalling it to their recollection, he would not, 
unleſs called upon by the Houſe, proceed to move any thing on 
that ſubjeQ, willing at the tame time, if called upon immediatel y, to 
go into it. This however he would beg leave to ſtate to the right 
honourable gentleman who preſided fo ably at the revenue board, 
and to two other members of that board, who alſo ſat there ig 
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3779. In that year, in the adminiſtration of Lord Buckingham 
a report of that board upon the trade of Ireland had been lent to 
England, when the Iriſh buſineſs was then under diſcuſſion : In 
that report the board ſtated, that the navigation act conſiders Ene. 
land and Ireland as one country, and affects both alike : It — 
dated the 26th of June, 1979. How that board had added ſince 
giving that opinion, or how they might think fit to act in future 
it was not his buſineſs to explain or to conjecture, it was enou h 
for him to tate the matter to that board and to the Houſe, willing, 
25 he ſaid, to proceed on it, if deſired fo to do. 

Very naturally indeed, all theſe things had been laid afide in 
the late diſcuſſion, which were of a political not of a commercial 
nature: It was true they paſſed reſolutions on a commercial ad- 
juſtment which were ſent from tnence, but in return they had re. 
ceived a political treaty z a treaty whoſe preliminary was the ſa- 
eri fice of their conſtitution, and whoſe ratification was to be 
fubverſive of their commerce. They had received a code of im- 
perial law, maſked under the title of an adjuſtment of trade, A 
Juſt alarm had in conſequence ſpread itſelf over the nation: It 
was theirs to quiet their apprehenſion ; the people were eaſily led, 
and prone to give their confidence where it was invited : Let them 
teach them to look up to them with confidence, and they would 
be led by their wiſdom ; let them teach them that in their deli. 
berations they ſympathi ſed in a certain degree with the opinions of 
the nation, and the nation would ceafe to deliberate for the coun- 

that the impregnable protection of their property, and that 
the infallible perſuaſion to the nation to retire to cultivate the 


bleſſings of peace. In that view, with that conviction, and in 


the mild ſpirit of true moderation, he would vote for the motion 
propoſed, as tending to diminiſh the apprehenſions of the 
— wh and to eſtabliſh their confidence in the parliament of Ire+ 


The Right Honourable Joun BeresrorD adverted to what 
had fallen in the debate, concerning the conduct of a noble lord 
[Camden] on the other fide. That noble lord, he ſaid, never did 
give any anſwer to the queſtion which was ſo ſtrongly preſſed 
upon him; but notwithſtanding that, every man mult ſee, that 
when he joined in the unanimous declaration of both Houſes of the 
parliament of England, that the parliament of this kingdom is 
alone competent to make laws to bind this kingdom, and that they 
would hold the rights of Ireland as facred as their own, he did in 
the cleareſt manner anſwer the queſtion propounded. 

But, ſaid he, can any man alive ſay, that the legiſlative inde- 
pendence of Ireland is infringed by the bill now read ? Where is 
the infringement? Does it mention a word of the fourth reſolution 
of the Engliſh parliament ? Has any one recited it? Has not the 
tizht honourable ſecretary declared that he founds his bill upon 
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the reſolutions of Ireland? Who can ſhew where it departs from 
em ? 

" Gentlemen ſeem to me not to have the full power of their un 

derſtanding upon this occaſion: Long uſed to the controul of an 

external legiſlature, they ſeem to forget their independence, and 

hew a weakneſs in ſtaking their conſtitution on a reſolution of the 

Engliſh parliament. 


cir HERCULES LANGRISHE—I fhould not have riſen when 
there ſeems to be ſo little difference of opinion in the Houſe, had 
I not been called upon by an honourable friend to explain a matter 
in which I may officially have been concerned,—the conſtruction 
of the act of navigation,—lt is of very little conſequence what 
opinion any man entertains concerning the conſtruction of a law, 
A that is to be received and executed in two diſtinct countries: 
| will not preſume to judge what conſtruction this law might re- 

de ceive before a tribunal (if any ſuch could exiſt) competent to de- 
cide between the two nations; but the acceptation of the law is 


a decided expteſsly in each by ſubſequent ſtatutes. In Ireland, ſaid 
q he, by the act of cuſtoms, (which paſſed two years uſter, and re- 
, cognized the navigation act) Britiſh plantation goods are not only 
* impottable here from England, but importable upon one-half only 
ry of the cuſtom duty. And by the Engliſh a& of the 12th of 
+ George the 3d, it is declared that plantation goods cannot be ex- 
mY portable from Ireland to England. I] admit that act is null and 
un- void, ſo far as it affects to bind Ireland, but as declaratory of their 
— conſtruction of the act of navigation, it is of force, and deciſive 
41 upon England; ſo nothing remains to the diſcretion of the com- 
EM miſioners of the revenue in either country. Without a new law 
= the Iriſh commiſſionets could not refuſe to receive plantation 
ay goods from England. Without a new law the Engliſh commilli- 
: oners could not receive them from Ireland. The honourable member 
has taken leave of the great ſubject of the commercial ſettlement, 
what by declaring that it would be deſtructive of trade and ſubverſive 
lord of conſtitution. It is very eaſy for gentlemen of quick perception 
er did and ardent feelings to pronounce ſentence of condemnation on any 
reſſed meaſure without the tormality of a trial. It is only to ſubſtitute 
that authority for argument, and opinion for proof. This ma 
of the fave the people at large the trouble to judge for themſelves, but it 
om 18 may alſo ſometimes betray them into errors of judgment not their 
t they own. Infallibility is not the property of man, and if it were, it 
did in would not be more likely to be found in che lofty range of ſublime 
genius, that in the humble paths of common ſenſe. There may 
> inde- be an exceſs of ſplendour which may throw a glare on a ſubject, 
here is tending more to obſcure than elucidate z therefore, upon moſt 
zlution occaſions, if the people were ſuffered to judge for themſelves, 


not the they generally in the end judge pretty juſtly. They are not to 
| upon expect revelations in politics; they mult have recourſe to their 
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own common ſenſe to work out their ſalvation here. It is alſo 
eaſy to ſay any meaſure is injurious to the country, and if that 
fition be once taken for granted, it follows of courſe to ſay, E 
the ſupporters of it are men who have no ſenſe of duty or cha- 
racter ; that they are betrayers of their truſt and enemies of their 
country. That is very true, if the premiſes are admitted; but 
if, on examination, they appear utterly deſtitute of foundation, 
the whole concluſion falls to the ground, and all the inyeQive is 
but waſte of words, Now I am confident when this bill, which 
you have now ordered to be printed, ſhall be circulated through 
the country z when the clouds of prejudice and delufion ſhall 
have paſſed away, and the people ſball have time to give it (what 
it never has had yet) a patient and impartial examination, th 
will bluſh at their infatuation and deplore their loſs. They will 
then perhaps conſider its ſupporters as the beſt friends to their 
country, as men who returned from the temple more juſtified than 
others, who ſpoke more highly of themſelves. 

The honourable member has ſpoke with becoming warmth of 
our newly acquired conſtitutional rights. His attachments are 
always warm, and well directed. However it is poſſible, that 
as that favourite object was purſued with all the fond partiality of 
a lover, it may ſtill be regarded with all the fond jealouſy of a 
lover, which ſometimes entertains ſuſpicion where there is no juſt 
foundation for it; ſuch exceſs is natural to devoted partiality, 
and though the reſult, perhaps, of fine feelings, yet it is but too 
apt to betray the mind into groundleſs diſtruſt, and to take from 
wiſdom her infallibility. There is a degree of political circum- 
ſpection that is uſeful to the country; but there may be a ſort of 
impracticable ſuſpicion that walks alone, that will never commu- 
nicate nor confide. Another gentleman ſays, ** There is no need 
of any adjuſtment or ſettlement between the two countries.” 
That ſentiment may reconcile him to the motion mentioned by the 
honourable member, for certainly no man who thought a ſettle- 
ment neceſſary with England, would ſupport a motion tending fo 
eminently to render that impracticable, eſpecially as you muſt 
advance to that ſettlement through the parliament againſt whom 
thjs motion muſt imply an infult. You ſay, © you will never te- 
linquiſh your legiſlative rights.” W herefore ſhould you ſay fo, 
unleſs they have been attacked? And ſo you ſay, or imply that 
the Engliſh parliament have attacked them, you caſt an undeſerved 
inſult on them, and contradiQ the unanimous declaration of the 
Lords and Commons of Great Britain. Ir is not magnanimity to 
reſent an offence that never was intended or to repel an injury that 
never was offered. But an honourable member, with a tenderneſs 
for gentlemen on this fide of the Houſe, for which we are very 
gatetul, would paſs this reſolution to vindicate our character to 
tax people, Full of gratitude, however, we decline the ofter, and 
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require not the vindication. To the cool conſideration of this 
meaſure moſt willingly do we ſubmit our reputation with our 
countrymen, and the time will come in which they will wiſh thae 
they had been more temperate, and we more ſucceſsful. 

You talk of your conſtitutional rights with ardour, your feel- 
ings are juſt z enjoy your conſtitutional rights unqueſtioned, un- 
impaired 3 but do not, in the ſplendour of your independence, 
loſe fight of the peculiarity of your ſituation, internal and exter- 
nal, I know very well, that in legiſlation and conftitution you 
are as independent as England, or any nation in the univerſe, 
But though you are a free country, you muſt be a connected 
country: You muſt look for gommerce and proteCtion to ſome 
powerful connection, and there is not a nation in the univerſe 
will connect with you, except on the terms of mutual conceſſion, 
of mutual contribution, and mutual benefit. You muſt be tranſ- 
ported by phrenzy of a national vanity if you do not acknow- 
ledge it, and you cannot look into the map of the world, or 
conſider the power and politics of Europe, without obſerving that 
England 1s that country, and that alone, to which you can be 
connected with ſafety to your commerce, your conſtitution, or 
your religion, and therefore a cloſe conneQtion with Great Britain 
8 ſuch a political axiom, it is ſo ſelf-evidently neceſſary to both 
countries, as to become the creed of every rational man, and the 
cant of every deſigning man amongſt us. But that connection is 
not to be maintained by groundleſs ſuſpicions, by alienating doc- 
tines, or offenſive reſolutions. I have now only to congratulate 
gentlemen on an accuracy of expreſſion which they have inad- 
rertently fallen into. They call this a previous queſtion z it cer- 
kinly is ſo, becauſe the queſtion of adjournment was made 
3 to the reſolution which has been the ſubject of our 

te. 


Sir Henxy CAVxNDISsH id that no man had an idea of fly- 
ng in the face of the ſovereign, or of attacking the Britiſh par- 
lament, but as the Iriſh conſtitution had been attacked, the reſo- 
lution appeared neceſſary. 


The SECRETARY OF STATE declared for the adjournment, 
tecauſe it gave the fulleſt opportunity for the conſideration of this 
portant ſubject. He ſaid he had a petition from Cork, pray- 
ug that the reſolutions, if not rejected, ſhould be poſtponed till 
the next ſeſſion of parliament, "The adjournment was propoſed 
for the purpoſe of giving the fulleſt time to the public to conſider 
de bill, which had been that day introduced, with a declaration 
of not taking up that meature till the next ſeſſion of parliament, 
and an aſſurance that it would never be taken up, if not called 
bt by the public voice. That the miniſter who held ſuch lan- 
page was entitled to the public eſteem, and to ſhare in the tci= 
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umPh which a learned gentleman had ſo eloquently expreſſed, 
He was alſo for the adjournment, becauſe he was againſt the te- 
ſolution intended to be propoſed. That this reſolution implied 
a contradiction of the declarations made by the two Houles of 
Parliament in Great Britain, in their addreſs to the throne, and 
to the bill of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, both of which de- 
clarcd, in the moſt explicit terms, that the Iriſh parliament was 
alone competent to make laws for Ireland. To the objection, 
that this Houſe ſhould make ſuch a declaration as well as the 
Britiſh Houſes of Parliament, he anſwered, that it was done by 
the bill now on the table, which would be printed and diſperſed 
through the kingdom. It is ſaid, that this bill introduced a new 
commercial ſyſtem in teſpect to the Britiſh colonies, different in 
principle from that of 1779; he denied it, and inſiſted that by the 
unanimous conſent of the Houſe of Commons in that year, the 
liberty ſo gratefully accepted by this kingdom was a liberty of 
trading with theſe colonies “ in like manner as trade was carried 
«© on between Great Britain and them.“ That on that principle 
our ſeveral laws were paſſed to the preſent time, and in thoſelaws 
the ſame duties, regulations, prohibitions and reſtrictions were 
introduced as in the Britiſh laws, except in the inſtance of rum, 
which is excepted in this bill, and one or two articles of little im- 
portance. I was obje cted, that by this bill we were to have no 
eleQion; he thought it unjuſt we ſhould have any, becauſe 
Great Britain herſelf had none; that we had accepted this trade on 
the ſame terms Great Britain enjoyed it, and that it is abſurd to 
expect it on any other. That whatever Great Britain and Ireland 
could ſupply, the colonies could take from no other; and what- 
ever the colonies ſupply, the two kingdoms ought to take from 
them, for that this was the true principie of colonial connection. 
He inſiſted that no change whatever was made by this bill in the 
independence cf the Itiſh legiſlature that the Engliſh colonies and 
ſettlements were the property of Great Britain, and every coun- 
try has as good a right to grant its property on condition, as 
an individual. The nature of a condition is, that the perſon who 
has accepted the grant is at liberty not to perform the condition, 
and to relinquiſh the grant on ove ſide; the granter is ſure that 
his property is not to be enjoyed longer than the condition was 
performed; and on the other fide, the grantee is at liberty to pet- 
form the condition, and to determine the grant, 

He obſerved, that the condition expected from Ireland was of 
the-moſt honourable nature; it was no more than this—that {be 
ſuould enjoy the property of Great Britain onthe very ſame terms 
cn which it was enjoyed by Great Britain herſelf, and whenever 
Heland did not choo{e to enjoy it on thoſe terms, that then each 
nation was to return preciiely to the commercial ſituation in which 
ſhe was now placed. He ſaid Great Britain had granted ber 
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colony trade on no other terms, and that, in juſtice to the whole 
empire, ſhe could have granted it on no other; for that otherwiſe 
the whole maritime and commercial fyſtem of Great Britain would 
be at the feet of Ireland. He adverted to the articles of union be- 
tween England and Scotland, and ſaid, that event, ſo long de- 
fired by England, had been obſtructed for many ages by Scotland's 
inſiſting upon mou the benefits of trading with the Engliſh co- 
lonies, and of the Engliſh navigation laws. What Scotland had 
been long refuſed, and had at laſt obtained by parting with the 
ſovereignty of her legiſlature, was granted to Ireland on the con- 
ditions of ſimilar laws, and while this ſhould be performed, was 
now offered to be perpetuated to her, without infringing in the 
ſmalleſt degree, on the unqueſtioned independence of her legiſla- 
ture, When Scotland had conſented to an incorporating union, 
ſhe was ſo anxious for the ſecurity of thoſe favourite objects, that 
the inſiſted on an expreſs proviſion for that purpoſe. Would any 
man then have foreſeen that theſe advantages could ever have been 
granted to another kingdom, with a view to no other union but 
that of intereſt and affection. The principle of a ſimilarity of 
laws between the two kingdoms, as far as related to colonies, 
ſhips.and ſeamen, had been eſtabliſhed by ſeveral Iriſh ſtatutes, 
from the year 1780 to the preſent ſeſſion. To ſupport this he 
repeated the preamble of one of thoſe acts, the 19th and 20th 
Geo. III. the ſpirit of which had been ſince uniformly agreed 
(0, 

* Whereas ſuch part of the trade between this kingdom and 
the Britiſh colonies in America and the Weſt Indies, and the 
* Britith ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, as was not enjoyed 
* by this kingdom previous to this preſent ſeſſion, can be enjoyed 
and have continuance ſo long, and in ſuch caſes only as 
* the goods to be imported from the ſaid colonies, plantations 
* or ſettlements into this kingdom, or to be exported from this 
kingdom to the ſaid colonies, plantations or ſettlements ſhall be 
liable to equal duties and drawbacks, and be ſubje& to the fame 
* ſecurities, regulations and reftrictions as the like goods are 
* liable and ſubject to upon being imported from the {aid colo- 
* nies, plantations and ſettlements into Great Britain, or export- 
5 ed 4 Ws to ſuch colonies, plantations or ſettlements refpec- 

tively.“ 

One of thoſe ſtatutes, ſaid he, paſſed in the year 1782, 
enaQts this principle with much greater extent than the bill now 
on the table ; for this confines it to the colony ſyſtem, and to the 
bipping and ſeamen, but the act of 1782 nct only adopts the 
principle in theſe articles, but extends generally to a ſimilarity in 
the laws. of commerce, provided thoſe laws impoſed equal re- 
ſtraints, and conferred equal benefits on the ſubjeQs of both king- 
doms ; and enaQts all ſuch clauſes and proviſions made in Eng- 
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land or Great Britain, in any ſtatute made in England or Great 
Britain, ſave ſo far as they have been altered or repealed, to bind 
the ſubjeQts of Ireland only fo long as they bind the ſubjects of 
Great Britain. The whole of this act ſhews, that a ſimilarity of trade 
laws was the object; and the duration, while they were laws in 
Great Britain, ſhews a view to the future as well as the paſt, 
The preſent bill annexes the ſame. condition of equal reftraints 
and benefits to the laws relative to the colonies, to ſhipping and 
ſeamen; and of this equality the Iriſh legiſlature is to judge as 
well as the Britiſh; and if, at any time, the adherence to this 
reſtrained fimilarity ſhould be found prejudicial to this kingdom, 
our two Houſes of Parliament may determine the ſettlement, and 
bring us back to our preſent condition. He then affirmed, as a 
lawyer, that the act of 1782 did affirm the principle that he had 
ſtated. He called upon the gentlemen of the long robe to ſay, 
whether he was miſtaken, and if he was not contradicted, it muſt 
be taken as granted, that the principle now objeQed to was then 
advanced with greater latitude z and when was it acknowledged? 
At a time when the independence of our legiſlature had been 

recently eſtabliſhed, and when the ſpirit of liberty was as high 
as it ever appeared in any country. With whom did it originate ? 
With ſome of the foremoſt aſſerters of the liberties of Ireland, 
the late and preſent Chief Baron, the preſent Attorney General 
and Mr. Grattan ; for theſe reſpectable men were the perſons 
appointed to prepare this act. The generality of the expreſſions 
in this law might poſſibly have occaſioned expreſſions of a ſimilat 
import in ſome of the Britith proceedings, but theſe expreſſions 
have been ſufficiently reſtrained, and the object has been placed 
beyond the poſſibility of doubt, by the addreſs of the two Houſes 
of Parliament in Great Britain, and by the Engliſh bill. 

He ſaid we were now alarmed at a principle repeatedly recog- 
nized by our own acts, and at a condition which we firſt received 
with gratitude, and had ſince uniformly performed without mur- 
mur z nor could it ever have been thought fair or equal between 
the two countries, that Ireland ſhould have the benefit of the 
Britith navigation ſyſtem, and not ſubmit to it herſelf. 

He ſaid the reſolution propoſed would be a cenſure on the 
Britiſh miniſter, who deſerved very different treatment from us, 
for having encountered the miſtaken prejudices of many of his 
own countrymen to promote the intereſts of this kingdom, and 
the ſtrength and proſperity of the whole Britiſh empire. He ſaid 
it would be unjuſt co condemn this bill before the majority of the 
Houſe was appriſed of its contents, and before the kingdom had 
conſidered it. To their diſpaſſionate and unprejudiced opinion 
it was referred ; with that view, and becauſe he could ſafely 
affirm that the bill contained not a ſyllable injurious to out con- 
Ritutional rights, he had voted for the introduction of it. 
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Mr. Cox ol. LV ſaid that the preſent Britiſh miniſter had made 
no ſtruggles for Ireland at all Had he interfered in favour of 
Ireland, his power and influence muſt have prevailed, 


The SecxRETARY OF STATE replied, that he conſidered the 
Britiſh miniſter entitled to the acknowledgements of this country; 
that he had reſiſted the petitions of between fifty and ſixty of the 

rincipal trading cities and towns of Great Britain, and the oppo- 
— of many of the principal manufacturers of England, who 
declared their intentions of removing with their capitals to this 
kingdom, and had repeated their evidence before the Houſe of 
Lords of Great Britain, under the ſanction of an oath. That a 
conduct directed to the good of the whole empire, in oppoſition 
to the clamours of ſuch a multitude of manufaQturers, deſerved 
praiſe. He ſaid he flattered no man, that he had not the honour of 
being known to the Britiſh miniſter, and that his Majeſty's favour, 
and his own ſituation rendered him independent of all miniſters. 


The Honourable Wesrey Por adverted to the conduct of 
Mr. Conolly, and faid-that when he could ſhew that it was con- 
ſiſtent, he would then abandon his principles and oppoſe the bill, 
but till then he would ſupport it, notwithſtanding the glow of 
oratory with which gentlemen diſplayed their abilities, in endea- 
vouring to prove it inimical to the rights of Ireland. 

He ſaid he could conſider Mr. Flood's motion as calculated only 
to commit the two kingdoms, and while he was on his legs 
he would declare, that in his opinion, the fourth reſolution of the 
Engliſh parliament did not in any degree invade the conſtitution 
of Ireland, it only declared that if Ireland enjoyed the ſame be- 
nefits of commerce that England poſſeſſed, ſhe ſhould enjoy 
them under the fame reſtraints that England enjoys them; that 
is, under the ſame circumſtances by which England has riſen to 
ſuch a pitch of glory. Now, whether it was poſlible to ſeparate 
the condition from the benefit he did not know, but he was wil- 
ling to receive them both together; and notwithſtanding all the 
clamour that been raiſed, he would not give up his opinion; on 
the contrary, he was ſorry the right honourable gentleman [Mr. 
Orde] had been obliged to poſtpone the bill, becauſe he was ſure, 
when the country had conſidered it, they would wiſh it had been 
adopted, and therefore he lamented that gentlemen, with very 
good intentions, had exerted their abilities to have it delayed. 


; * 
Mr. NE VIII faid if the motion of the honourable gentlemay 
Mr. Flood] had been made before the introduction of the bill, 
he would have voted for it; but as the bill was now ſacrificed to 
a minority, whoſe virtue had ſaved this country, he thought the 
reſolution unneceſſary, and he feared if it was put it would not 
"my * ſupport z he R 3 to the honourable gen- 
ol. V. | 
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commerce, and in no ſort incompatible with its free conſtitution, 
Gentlemen may triumph in their oppoſition to this bill, but! will 
defend it line by line, and word by word; J will meet their 
whole array upon it—I fear them not; I will defend it on the 
mgm AR of the Britiſh conſtitution 3 and as to the clamour which 
as been rarſed againſt this meaſure, it is as unfounded, and as 
little to be regarded, as any that ever diſturbed the deliberations of 
a wife aſſembly. Your own records declare that you have not 
thought the principle of the bill unconſtitutional. In every ſeſſion 
fince 1779, in which year you obtained the colony trade, you 
recite the condition on which you poſſeſs it ; you recite the Bri- 
tiſh tax, and you enact that tax. What then is the difference 
here? You are permitted to trade to every poſſeſſion Great Bri. 
tain has, provided vou adopt the laws-by which ſte regulates her 
trade: provided ycu trade as Fritiſh ſubjeQs trade. Every ad- 
vantage which Britiſh ſubjects enjoy is offered to your acceptance. 
I call upon any man living to tell me where is there an jota diffe- 
renc2? Therefore let no man talk to me of hiding my head; I 
ſupport the bill as highly advantageous to this country ; and gen- 
tlemen, who are ſo extremely anxious to prevent us from going 
into the merits of it, may perhaps be ſuſheed by illiberal men 
not to wifh chat the merits ſhould appear in public. But the ho- 
nourable gentleman ſays, it is neceſſary to anſwer the reſolutions 
of England by the reſclution which he has read. He ſays, he 
does not think ſhe has attacked our legiſlative independence, and 
yet he ſays he does think an anſwer neceſſary ; and what is that 
aniwer ? Why, that we will preſerve our independence. 

Let me tell gentlemen, that it is not very prudent, upon every 
eccaſion, to come forward in terms of indignation aganſt the ſiſtet 
kingdom z becaule we cannot exiſt one moment without her pro- 
tection. Let me tell them, that it will not be perfectly prudent 
to rouze Great Britain. She is not eaſily rouzed, but if rouzed, 
the is not very eaſily appeaſed. Ard in this, perhaps lies the diffe- 
rence between the two nations—Ireland is eaſily rouzed, but then 
ſhe is eaſily appeaſed; England is not eaſily rouzed, nor eaſily ap- 
— If you rouze the Britiſh lion, you may not eaſily lull him 
to relt. 0 

Gentlemen ſay you may go on in the way you are; you have 
already a free trade, and that is all you want. You bave indeed 
a right to trade, but without the aſſiſtance and protection of Great 
Britain vou have not the means of trading with any nation on 
earth. There is not a ſingle article in which you can trade with- 
aut the aſſiſtance of England; and I defire by that bill to enſure 
her protection and aſſiſtance, and when the people of this countrf 
are reſtoted to their ſober ſenſes they will ſee it. The bill for ever 
guuraptees your linen trade, ta promote which England taxes her 
own conſumption 450,000l. yearly. The confumption of Eng- 
land is ſtated to be forty-eight millions of yards; of this ſhea 
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preſent takes twenty millions from Ireland, the remaining twenty 


millions from Ruſſia and Germany; on the Ruflian and German 
linens ſhe lays a heavy duty, and is content to pay an advanced 
price for the Iriſh ; yer (till the Ruſſian and German manufacturers 
can in ſome degree meet Ireland in the Engliſh market; if the 
duty was taken off, they would beat her out of it altogether; and 
therefore I ſay ſhe is a beſoited nation if ſhe ſeeks to quarrel with 
England. 


Mr. GxiFF1TH, with ſome warmth, roſe and declared, that 
what the right honourable gentleman had ſaid, was the moſt dan- 
gerous inſult that ever had been offered to the nation. 


Mr. ConvNv AM roſe to order, and defired to know if he had 
taken down the words of the right honourable gentleman, 


Mr. Gx1eyr1iTH faid, he had interrupted him to give him a 
moment of reflection, as he was proceeding in ſuch a ſcandalous 
manner that it became not a repreſentative of the Iriſh nation to 
beu—He preſented us as a light nation, cafily rouzed and eaſily 
wpeaſed; he called us a beſotted natjon ; I with him to vingicate 
himſelf, and ſhew he dare not do fo, 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcHEQUER called Mr. Grif- 
ich to order; he informed him he had no right to uſe ſuch a word 
dare z it ought to be taken down ; if he [Mr. Griffith] thought 
the words of the right honourable Attorney General exceptiona- 
ble, he had a right to take them down, ang if he did not take 
tem down, he allowed them to be in order, | 


Sir He NAVY CavenDisn.—The right honourable gentleman 
tas no right to ſay, that this nation could not exiſt ſeparate from 
England z the words were ſpoken I know in the warmth of debate, 
ud it is but kindneſi to give the right honourable gentleman a 
noment for reflection. | 


The ATToxNey GENERAL —1 am much obliged to the gen- 
lemen who in pure kindneſs wiſh to give me an opportunity for 
election, and I hope gentlemen who have been ſo very forward 
ud ſo very hot upon | occaſion, will reflect alſo that the beſt - 
manner in which 1 can ſhew my ſenſe of the obligation conferred 
upon me, will be to repeat and report the words at which they 
tave taken ſo much otience, 1 tay if Ireland ſeeks to quarre! 
with England ſhe js a beſotted nation, I ſay ſhe has not the means 
of trading with any nation upon earth, without the aſſiſtance and 
protection of Great Britain, and I wiſh every man and every child 
liroughout Ireland to hear me when I ſtate it. I ſay that Ireland 
cannot exiſt one hour without the ſupport of Great Britain; and 
werefore again I ſay ſhe is a beſotted nation if the ſeeks to quarrel 
vith her; and I ſay further, when the people recover their ſenſes, 
ad awaken from the deluſion and the phrenzy into which they 
le been milled, if the benefits of that bill are then within their 
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reach they will graſp at them; but I very much fear they may not 
always be within their teach; if they are, they will be glad to ac- 
cept of that very ſettlement which they are now adviſed to rejet 
with ſullen indignation and with inſult. | . 
A right honourable friend of mine [Mr. Conoll y] when his firſt 
ſymptoms of oppoſition to this meaſure appeared, only deſired 
time to the next ſeſſion, that the people might underſtand it. 
However, when the bill was offered to the Houſe he would have 
prevented the introduction of it. How this was to enlighten the 
people, or to enable them to underſtand the ſubject, I do not per- 
fealy comprehend. Again, the right honourable gentlem:n de- 
clared that he did not underſtand commerce, nor was he ever a 
ſtickler for conſtitution, and then proceeded to pronounce ſentence 
of condemnation by wholeſale upon the bill, which he had never 
read, and which it he had read, he declared he ſhould not under- 
ſtand. Another honourable gentleman who oppoſes this meaſure 
with equal violence, has let it out ſomewhat indiſcreetly, in my 
mind, that this is a queſtion on which a certain ſer of gentlemen 
in England are deeply intereſted ; and he has in my mind ſome- 
what indiſcreetly reproached an honourable member who ſits 
above me [Mr. G. Ponſonby] with having upon this occaſion de- 
ſerted the cauſe of his Engliſh connections. How this reproach 
conſiſts with the repeated declarations which have been made from 
that ſide of the Houſe, that this was a queſtion perfectly detached 
from all Engliſh party, I leave to the judgment of the nation; 
but I cannot but ſay, that in my mind the cherge which has been 
made upon that gentleman reflects very high honour upon him; 
becauſe, in my mind, any man who is actuated upon this occaſion 
by motives of Engliſh or Iriſh party, is a dangerous and decided 
enemy to this country. rH | | 
But it is curious to hear the charges which have been brought 
againſt miniſtry; they are accuſed of having originated this mea- 
ſure, and urged'it forward with their whole force. But what in- 
tereſt could adminiſtration have had in obtruding it on this coun- 
try ; it was called for by the unanimous” addrets of this Houſe, 
and when it was introduced, there were but three men found who 
could oppoſe it; and now I challenge any man to ſhew me a fin- 
gle inſtance in which the bill now upon your table departs from 
the principle and ſpirit of the eleven reſolutions of this kingdom, 
It is objected that they have been multiplied into twenty; but let 
any man look at them, and he will find that many of the additi- 
onal reſolutions are mere matters of detail, mere matters of com- 
mercial regulation, intended chiefly to guard againſt the frauds of 
ſmugglers 3 he will find that the reſolutions are more condemned 
for their numbers than their demerit. If, however, gentlemen 
are determined to rejec this meaſure without examination or inqui- 
ry, in my mind it will not be an act of wiſdom to reje it with 
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indignation, and it will be ſtill more unwiſe to reject it with in- 
ſult, for if a fair and honourable and advantageous offer of Eng- 
land is treated with indignation, we ſhall not probably have a ſe- 
cond offer of the Engliſh market, and a partnerſhip in che Engliſh 
capital. We ſhall not probably be courted to an adjuſtment of 
commercial intercourſe between the two countries; and he is a 
bitter enemy to both countries ho wiſhes to throw any impedi- 
ment in the way of ſuch an adjuſtment, It is eſſential to the in- 
tereſts of Great Britain; it is efſential to the exiſtence of Ireland. 

A gentleman who declared himſelf to be in a ſtate of conſtituti- 
enal inſanity, whether political or natural I cannot tell, adviſes us 
not to be too forward in celebrating the funeral of the preſent chief 
governor, leſt we ſhould not be permitted to walk in the coronati- 
on proceſſion of his ſucceſſor. | 
Sir, I am not the ſlave of party, nor the inſtrument of faction; 
for much as I deſpiſe popular clamour or popular applauſe, I de- 

iſe _= ftill more ; and I will tell that honourable gentleman, 

at I conſider myſelf to be perfectly beyond the reach of mi- 
niſterial diſpleaſure g but if the gentleman ſuppoſes Mr. Piit's ad- 
miniſtration will be ſhaken by an intemperate rejection on the part 
of Ireland ; if his oppoſition to it is founded in the hope that he 
will 2 be called upon at the coronation of the Duke of 
Rutland's ſucceſſor, he will find that he is miſerably miſtaken. In 
my mind, we have taken a mill - ſtone from Mr. Pitt's neck, and 
hung it about our own, 

I avow myſelf a friend to the whole ſyſtem z there was but one 
gentleman [ Mr, Flood] who condefcended to enter into the merits 
of it, and my right honourable friend who fits next to me, [Mr. 
Foſter] jf he did not convince him, he certainly did convince 
every other man in the Houſe, that he was utterly unacquainted 
with the ſubjeQ, and radically miſtaken in his idea of every part 
of it. It is now before the country, 1 hope the people of Ireland 
will ſtudy it; if they do, they will call to have it carried into 
2 — when they do call, [ ſincerely hope it may be within 

eir reach. | 


Mr, GxiyetiTH,—l am glad I have given the right honourable 

entleman an opportunity of explaining himſelf, which, like 
Touchſtone, he has done with an if——Q ! your if is your only 
peace-maker, | 


ATToxney GENERAL.—As my recollection ſerves me, I re- 
peated the words I at firſt uſed. I am not in the habit of writing 
ſpeeches and getting them by heart z but am certajn there was 
not a ſyllable difference between the words at which the gentle- 
man took offence, and the words which I repeated. I love the 
Inſh nation too well to inſult her—her ſolid intereſt are too neat 
my heart, and therefore I will not flatter her, When ſhe ſeems to 
forget her real ſituation I will remind her of it. I never will in». 


. 
* \ 
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ult her, but I will ſpeak to her freely cf her faults ; bceauſe 1 
have no intereſt in flattering her, and without any regard to the 
gentleman's heat, or to his interruption, to Which! can liſted with 
great coolneſs, I ſhall, upon all occaſions, freely deliver my opi- 
nion to this aſſembly. | | 8 . 


[A warm altercation took place between the Attorney General 
and Mr. Curran, but as it was perſonal, and did not apply to the 
ſubject in debate, we think it improper to give it in this work.] 


The Right Honourable De xN1s DALV.—I wiſh, ſo far as any 
little weight of mine may go, to/ give teſtimony to what m 
right honourable friend has ſaid; and when gentlemen are 
averſe to hearing the truth, it becomes more neceſſary to enforce 
it upon them. The aſſertion of my right honourable friend is, 
that this nation could not exiſt one hour, as an independent pro- 
teſtant ſtate, without the ſupport of Great Britain. This Houſe 
knows very well that they do not repreſent more than one-fourth 
of the people of Ireland, and that to that fourth the con- 
nection with England is eſſential; and I deſire gentlemen to te- 
fleR, that if the connection was broken, the ſame repreſentatives 
would not be found in parliament. The ſalvation of the king- 
dom, as a proteſtant ſtate, depends on it, and therefore I ſay 


there is nothing except the conſtitution that I would not ſacrifice 


to the connection with England. 
This, Sir, is not a queſtion of party —!l deſpiſe party; and I 
think it the higheſt compliment that can be paid to an honourable 


5 Mr. G. Ponfonby] to ſay, that he forgot party and 


amily conneQion when the good of the country was at ſtake. 

I am ſorry the bill was not debated on its merits, that we might 
agree to what was right, and reje& any thing injurious. This, in 
my opinion, would have been the proper method, and would 
have ſerved to ſhew England how 2 we were willing to agree 
with her. N n 


. Mr. Brook faid that he was happy the debate had, taken ſo 

favourable a turn, for had it been otherwiſe, he ſbould have found 
himfelf obliged to-have troubled the Houſe with a few words, as 
he was very doubtful of the propriety of the propoſition that 
was intended to be propoſed ; but as it was a ſubje of ſuch 
magnitude, he did not wiſh to rely on his own judgment, but 
conſulted with gentlemon of high reſpect, and of much better un- 
derſtanding than himſelf, and that they did agree with him, that 


the country had obtained a compleat victory, that the people 


ſhould be ſatisfied, as they ſaw that their repreſentatives would ne- 
ver paſs any law derogatory of their free conſtitution z and that he 
thought government had ſhewn good conduct in giving up the bill 
in the manner they did; he added, that as the queſtion had been 


given up, he now roſe merely to ſtate his opinion, that his. 


conduct might be knowh. 
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Mr. GxaTTanx,—Sir, I ſhould not trouble you to-night, but 
that I find a bill, which has been given up as not poſſible to be 
, paſſed, is defended as poſſible to be revived. The argument in 
defence of it is neither logic or common ſenſe. It has been urged 
that you have adopted the principle of ſubſcribing to Britiſh acts 
in the particular inſtance of the Britiſh plantations, and that you 
may therefore do the ſame in the inſtances of trade and navigation 
in general, Here the youngeſt gentleman in College could refute 
that bench, and tell them, that to argue from a particular to a ge - 
neral, was illogical. Bur I have a ſtronger objection; they have 
confounded the laws of property, as well as ſubverted the rules of 
logic. The plantations are the eſtate of England, ſhe has a right 
to ſhut up that eſtate or open it on her terms. You, take Britiſh 
plantations on Britiſh terms; but when gentlemen propoſe to ex- 
tend the principle, they propoſe to you to take the free trade of 
the world on Britiſh terms. They conſider the whole world as be- 
longing to Great Britain; to conſider the high-way as property, to 


ſet up againſt yourſelf one immenſe proprietor of the globe [Here : 


it was denied that the bill comprehended the ſubſtance of the 4th 
propoſition, or the 5th] to ſupport the extent of the colony prin- 
ciple to foreign plantations, or their produce, you muſt reſt on 
one or other of theſe grounds; either that the world is the Britiſh 
empire, or that Ireland is a Britiſh province. Gentlemen have 


dwelt too much on the CID which this country has to Great 


Britain for coals, bark, &c. but they ſtated their account all on one 
fide z they have ſuppreſſed the obligations England owes to Ireland 
for proviſions, hides, linen-yarn, worſted, &c. &c, nay more, 
for men; Her act of navigation; her Eaſt India monopoly; her 
Weſt India monopoly; in ſhort, her empire depends upon you. 
It is true, the two coun:ries might deſtroy one another ; the 
are neceſſary to one another, but on a principle of mutual morti- 
fication ;z the poverty of Ireland would bear more than the luxury 
of Great Britain; the country, familiarized to miſery and naked - 
neſs, would have the advantage; but this is a moſt diſguſting 
competition; and this is one objection to the bill, that it has given 
an unfortunate turn to the debates of this Houſe, and has revived 
the leaſt agreeable ſtrain of argument I have for ſome time heard 
in parliament ; this bill has revived more jealouſy, and has more 
altered the temper of the Houſe than any meaſure 1 remember. 
I am ready to ſacrifice to a Britiſh connection, every thing ex- 
cept the conſtitutional and commercial rights of Ireland. 1 con- 
ſider that connection and thoſe rights perfectly ſettled, and hope 


that no bill, like the preſent, will ever be renewed for the purpoſe 
of ſhaking them. | ; 


The Righe Hon. the CHANCELLOR OP THE Excuzquen. 
I riſe to ſtate the miſconception of the right honourable Gentle- 
man, and if any thing can ſhew the. necellity of curing the people 
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of their infatuation, by.publiſhing and explaining the bill to them 
it ſurely is this, that a gentleman to whom + look up, and 
juſtly look, as one whole wiſdom and virtue will aus their 
rights, is ſo 72 * r BM 
ie right honourable gentleman in his argument has never on 
adverted 8 the bill on your table, but — — all his — — 
from arguments raiſed by his own imagination, on the Britiſh Re- 
folutions. He dwells now only on foreign colony trade and na- 
vigation laws; the accepting a full participation of the Britiſh co- 
lony trade, upon terms of equal laws, he gives up as not altering 
our conſtitution, and he even agrees in the innocence of our de- 
claring it as a principle of the treaty, In this he ſhews his wiſdom, 
for it is already declared in the law of Ireland. The objection 
then ſtands as to foreign colony trade, and what ſays the bill? 
It declares'it to be a condition of the treaty, to prote that trade, 
in the ſame manner as Britain does, againſt the interference of fo- 
reign colony goods. It enacts nothing, and there is the mighty 
evil which 1 va introduced, that is to give to Britain the regu- 
lation of all our foreign trade with Portugal, with Spain, with all 
the world, If the gentleman ſo egregiouſly miſtakes the purport 
of what he has not read, I truſt the good ſenſe of the nation will 
fee his miſtakes and judge for themſelves; but the objections to 
at agreement of rating only the goods from foreign colonies, ſo 
far only as by protecting our colonies againſt them, is not ſo won- 
derous from him, as his objection to the bills affecting navigation 
and Britiſh, ſeamen in general; from him I ſay, for in the year 
1782 the right honourable gentleman introduced, in —— — 
with the late Chief Baron Burgh, and the preſent Chief Baron 
Yelverton, a bill, adopting in the groſs, all ſuch clauſes and pro- 
viſions of the laws theretofore paſſed in England, as conveyed 
equal benefits and impoſed equal reſtrictions on commerce, in the 
moſt extended ſenſe, to the ſubjects of both countries, and alſo 
tting the ſeamen of Ireland on the footing of Britiſh ſeamen, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer here read the words.] The 
bill now brought in does not 2510 fat; he went to commerce in 
general, and adopted laws without reference to them, or even re- 
citing their title. What does this bill do? It declares with him 
the principle, it does no more. This bill declares for a ſimilarity 
of laws, manners and cuſtoms, in toto. Our bill declares for a 
fimilarity of navigation laws, on our accepting the benefit of the 
Britiſh, now for the firſt time offered to us, It is idle to believe, 
ever his authority can have weight in ſuch unfounded objections; 
nay, our bill reaches his, to adopt its principles, and he ſays 
ours is miſchievous ; his was the glory of the nation, and the joint 
labour of the 8 friends of liberty. 
The right honourable gentleman ſays, „we might have fo- 


reign trade without entering into the meaſure, and that England, 
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as to foreign trade, gives us no right which we alteady have not.” 
As to colony trade, he ſays, “ the gives us what we had before, 
on the former conditions, that we give ber colony product a pre- 
ſerence in our market, and therefore, he ſays, cannot we remain 
23 we now are,” 10 | | 

With reſpe to the colony trade, I anſwer, we hold it by the 
gift of Britain, and ſhe may repeal her act, and reaſſume her mo- 
nopoly. As to foreign trade, I have ſhewn it is no way affected, 
except by the preference to be giyen to Britiſh colony goods, 
againſt thoſe of foreign colonies. But why does the gentleman al- 
lude to Portugal? It is the ſtrongeſt meaſure againſt him. Por- 
tugal has preſumed to diſtinguiſh berween the goods of Great Bri- 
tain and the goods of Ireland; ſhe will not receive the latter. 
But if this ſettlement is entered into, all our goods ſhe can have 
may go duty free through Britain. The diſtinction between Bri- 
tiſh and Iriſh manufacture is loſt as to foreign nations, our goels 
are made one, phyſically as well as politically, in reſpect to fo- 
reign, and our union cemented by the freedom of intercourſe. 

The right honourable gentleman ſeems, with others, to under- 

value the Britiſh markets for our linens, and that if Britain ſhall 
diſcourage their import, they will find vent elſewhere. I will not 
pay him ſo fulſome a compliment as to ſay he underſtands com- 
merce, his genius ſoars perhaps above ſuch reading; but if he did 
underſtand it, ] would aſk him, where would he expect a market 
to favour the linens of Ireland? Where would he find a market 
under Heaven for that manufaQture, which now brings two milli- 
ons annually into the kingdom? Will Portugal take them? Will 
Spain take them ? Will France take them? No; we know they 
will not. Will Ruſſia, Germany, or Holland take them? They 
are your powerful rivals, and able to underſell you. Where then 
will you find a market if England ſhuts her ports? Will you go 
to the Weſt Indies? You cannot go to the Engliſh colonies, they 
will be like Britain—There you can have no admittance, The 
French, Spaniſh and Portugueſe have ſhut thejr Ju long ſince. 
Your only market then is in the bankrupt ſtates of North America, 
that have not money to pay their juſt debts, and many provinces 
of which, if they had the money, have not perhaps the honeſty 
to do it. | EX ; 

This bankrupt country is to give you the market Britain affords. 
No, no; cheriſh the market you have, you will never get ſo 
good, ſhe ever exports with bounty for you. And here let me 
oblerve the benefit of exporting, duty free, all our fabrics through 
her ports, which this ſettlement ſecures, You firſt found the way 
for your linens to foreign places through her ports, by her capitals 
and extent of dealing z do not refuſe the like for your other fa- 
brics ; the proſperity of the linen ſhould teach you. © 
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" The" gentleman ſays, England is as dependent on Ireland as 
Ireland is on England for her products. He inſtances the cotton 
yarn' and other. yarn of Ireland. What, call cotton yarn a fabric 
of Ireland, and an export to Britain !—It is a miſtake of his ex. 
preſſion, he cannot be ſo ignorant of our manufactures. Let us 
look into the wants Britain ſupplies—I will take coals firſt. 

Do you think it an object of no conſequence to receive coals 
from England, for ever, duty free, while the duties on coals in 
England, brought from one of her own ports to another is very 
high. 1 remember when I propoſed a ſhilling a ton on the impor- 
tation of coals into Dublin only, in order to raiſe a fund for ex- 
_— and beautifying the city, it met with great oppoſition, 1 
was abuled in all the news-papers ; yet now England may raiſe 
four times that ſum upon the export of her coals, which will fall 
upon the conſumer, and raiſe a revenue for her advantage; nay 
were ſhe eyen to raiſe the revenue on them to you that ſhe does on 
her own coaſt carriage, what would become of you? You have 
not Iriſh coal; if the preſent bounty of 28. a ton to Dublin, add- 
ed to is. 8d. duty on Britiſh, which operates as 38. 8d. in favour 
of Irith coal, what will you do? Becauſe no carriage can be ſo 
cheap to you as that acroſs the channel. Rock- falt is next. — 
Where will you get it? [Some one ſaid from Spain.] Rock- 
ſalt from Spain! The gentleman ſhould inform himſelf a little 
better. ; 

As to the tanning trade, where will you get bark? From no 

lace in the world but England. We know that it would not 
— the _— from any other, and if England was to prohibit 
the export of it, that trade muſt be at an end ; and we muſt not 
forget, that the Britiſh manufaQurers of leather have already com- 
plained that by getting bark from Wales we are enabled to work 
on as good terms as England. f 

Let them look to hops z will this country grow them? On 
the other hand, what wants do we ſupply to England ? wool and 
linen yarn, to our own great advantage; but it is vain to pro- 
ceed ; the Houſe muſt ſee we are talking of a ſubject not yet un- 
derſtood 3 when known, and Ireland unprejudiced and in her 
calm reaſon, ſhe will never reject the many bleſſings it holds out 
to her trade. It gives wealth and ſecurity, which I truſt will 
never be refuſed from wild imagination ct Utopian Republics, 
Commonwealths, Monarchies— God knows what. 

1 will ſtand or fall with the bill, that not a line in it touches 
your conſtitution : it is now left to the deciſion of the — 
it is not abandoned, God forbid it ſhould; and I truſt 1 ſhall ſee 
the nationaſk it at our hands. That we may be able then to ob- 
tain it ſhall be my prayer. The miniſter cannot promiſe—he has 
done his 9 it will be my pride at a future day, when its 

real value fall be known, that I bore a leading ſhare in thy 
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tranſaQtion 3 that I laboured to procure for Ireland ſolid and ſub- 
ſtantial benefits, which even two years ago no man had an idea of 
even looking to. | 


Mr. GaATTAx.— The right honourable member has ſpoken 
not like an Iriſb ambaſſador, but an Engliſh factor; he has blazon- 
ed forth the wants and weakneſs of his own country with a tri- 
umph ; he has gone into a moſt offenſive, cruel, and diſguſting 
catalogue of the obligations of this country to England, and he 
has concealed, with an unaccountable partiality, to a country which 
is not his own, the many and yarious obligations of Great Britain 
to Ireland for linen yarn, woollen yarn, hides, proviſions, &c, 
This dependency has been ſtated and admitted by every 
Engliſbman who ſpoke on this buſineſs in Great Britainz but they 
have gone further, and expreſsly declared, that the Britiſh mo- 
nopoly in the Weſt, the Company's charter in the Eaſt, nay the 
act of navigation depended on the parliament of Ireland. at 
were the words? The guardianſbip of theſe important conſidera- 
tions is left to Ireland. Theſe were the words of the Engliſhman 3 
the contrary is the boaſt of the Iriſhman. | | 

The right honourable member has denied that this bill framed 
here adopts the 4th and 5th propoſitions, which oblige us to 
follow England in her laws with reſpect to foreign plantation 
produce. He read his own bill, and he reads the fourth propoſi- 
tion, and the fifth; but as he has had the management to change 
a little the words, he conceives the public will not ſee the mean- 
ing. But this is a vain experiment. He ſtates that the bill inſiſta 
that we ſhould give Britiſh plantation produce a preference, 
ſuch as England gives. How is that to be done ? By adopting 
Britiſh laws, ſuch as England makes; and when he ſoftened 
this covenant to adopt Engliſh aQs with reſpect to foreign 
plantations, into the phrate of favour, he thinks he may 
ttoutly deny the facts, becauſe he is able to give a new appellati- 
on to it: Thus his right honourable friend, when he called Cork 
the medium of empire, thought it would have removed the ob- 
jeQtion to his calling it an emporium. 

Sir, the right honourable gentleman ſeems to triumph in his 
knowledge of commerce, but unfortunately for the cauſe he 
eſpouſes, this is not mere matter of detail, but of principle 
viz. whether you will transfer to another country the 
power of making laws for, and of governing the trade and 
navigation of Ireland, Whatever victory he conceives 
he obtains over me in argument, he obtains over the con- 
ſtitution. of his country likewiſe, now put down as it were 
and diſgraced by his molt diſguſting and groundleſs recital of 
her weakneſs and dependency. The right honourable member 
mentions Lord Chief Baron Yelverton's act, in the framing of 
which I was concerned. The bill of that great patriot and con- 
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x 1711 ([ 5 ts 
ſututional lawyer neither does, nor could warrant, any uſe the bi 
member has made of it. We wiſbed to paſs à declaration of 

rights ; men were alarmed about their property held under Eng- it 
liſh acts; he framed that accordingly ; but in order to obtain the ho 
aſſent of the miniſter, he was obliged to adopt and paſs, by refe- T 


rence, Certain Engliſh aQs then exiſting, teſpecting navigation and 
trade, and this paſſing of Engliſh acts then in exiſtence, the right 
honourable member compares to a covenant to adopt Engliſh acts 
in all times to come, or rather indeed to adopt the Engliſh legiſ- 
lature. It is impoſſible that the tight honourable member js not 
aware of the fallacy and feebleneſs of his own argument on this 
ſubjeQ ; juſt ſo he argues, that you may take the trade of the 
world under Britiſh regulations, becauſe you have adopted theſe 
regulations in the property trade of Great Britain—confounding 
the principles of property with the privileges of free trade. 
I ſhould apologize for having troubled you, and for the ſcattered 
and tireſome manner in which I delayed you; but before 1 ſit 
down, I muſt obſerve on a very improper and dangerous ſuggeſti- 
on advanced by the right honourable member, that the grant of 
the plantation trade, as ſettled in 1779, is revocable by the Bri- 
tiſh parliament. Revocable in law, I allow, but not revocable 
in faithz no law can bind the Britiſh legiſlature, but faith will, 
I do not believe gentlemen have any authority from England to 
threaten Ireland with that revocation. Will the Lord Lieutenant's 
Secretary ſay that he is warranted by England to hold out to this 
country, that the repeal of the act of 1999, granting the plan- 
tation trade to Ireland, is intended. The loſs which the nation 
ſnall ſuſtain from the failure of this injurious adjuſtment is by the 
right honourable member ſtated as conſiderable z nay, he 
further and ſays, you will be a poor country for ever, notwith- 
ſtanding your preſent privileges; 1 aſk him how he came to be 
fatisfied with theſe privileges, and to preach fatisfaQtion to every 
part of the community under theſe privileges, and to deſire the 
people to cultivate the bleſſings of peace, as if nothing was want- 
ing to make them rich and comfortable, except abſence from po- 
litics. His creed now is altered, and neither induſtry nor any 
thing elſe will make them flouriſh unleſs they ſwallow that recipe 
which he prepared for them. I aſk him again, how he will recon- 
cile his preſent argument with his own evidence in England. 
The government, of which he is a member, ſent to England cer- 
tain perſons (and one I know to be a moſt uſeful and reſpeQable 
man, the others 1 am not acquainted with) to give evidence 
at the bar of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, to ſhew that Ireland 
could not avail herſelf of the Britiſh market; their evidence is 
pablifhed. 1 refer to it as publiſhed. —The right honourable mem- 
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t& ſend over evidence to the parliament of England, and falſifies 
his own evidence in the parliament of Ireland. Ip 
Sir, I hope we ſhall never again ſee this bill, or any thing like 
itz if ever it has a reſureQion, I will attend it with unaltered ab- 
horrence. The averſion entertained againſt it is not infatuation. 
There is much public indignation z but no public infatuation, 


Mr OGILvVIE. -I muſt beg leave to trouble the Houſe with a 
few words, that they muſt not go away under the falſe impreſſion, 
that a right honourable gentleman || Mr. Foſter] has endeavoured 
to give them of the act of free trade, by ſtating, that Great Britain 
had a ti ght to reſume that grant at her pleaſure. I have already 
contradicted that repreſentation of the act, and I now repeat it, 
that the duration of the act depends entirely on Ireland, as the 
a& ſtates that it ſhall have continuance ſo long as the conditions 
are complied with by Ireland. It is impoſſible to follow, at this 
hour, the right honourable gentleman through all the labyrinthe 
of his ingenuous queſtions. Nothing is fo eaſy as for a man to aſk 
queſtions from the book of rates that no man in the Houſe can an- 
{wer z but the Houſe will judge what degree of credit is due to 
repreſentations and ſtatements, when an attempt is made to miſ- 
lead them on a plain matter of fact, an exiſting act of parliament. 
I deny that England has any right to repeal the act of 1780; ſhe 
has indeed the power, which is the ruffian's right ; the right of 
violence and injuſtice, the exerciſe of which never ought to be 


admitred as a poſſible caſe in the conduct of Great Britain to- 
wards Ireland. 


Mr FLoop ſaid he would not detain the Houſe a minute, as 
he had but a word or two to ſay. In fact, he ſaid, the debate 
was at an end three hours ago, for it was fo long ſince he had 
conſented to relinquiſh his reſolution, but that gentlemen on the 
other ſide of the Houſe, to what end or from what motive he was 
at a loſs to imagine, had thought proper to continue the debate. 
He had never heard, he ſaid, more miſchievous or more inflam- 
_ language than had been held that evening, nor more ſaucy 
olly,— . | 

The Caancerior of THE Excuequer called Mr. Flood 
to order, and moved that his words might be taken down, declar- 
ing that he did not underſtand ſuch an expreſſion. 

This occaſioned ſome little confuſion, when the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, in order to reſtote the harmony of the Houſe, 
withdrew his motion for taking down Mr. Flood's words. 


Mt. FLood faid, let the right honourable gentleman take 
wn my words, if he pleaſes; I do not retract my expreſſion, 
I am ready to maintain and defend it. 


The Speaker complained to the Houſe of being very much in- 
1 The call for the queſtion was thereupon loudly 
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The queſtion, was put, and the Houſe adjourned ti!l the 5th 


* 


day of September. 


* — 


Monnay, SEPTEMBER 5, 1785. 5 


The Houſe met purſuant to the laſt adjournment. The Clerk 
informed the members that he had received a letter from the 
Right Honourable Edmond Sexton Pery, the Speaker of that 
Houſe, which he deſired to have the honour of reading. He 
then read the letter, which was as follows : 4-4 


© Gentlemen x 
* My advanced age, the decline of my ſtrength, and what [ 
© feared moſt, of my underſtanding, have determined me, be- 
fore my imperfections become more apparent, to retire from 
that high ſtation to which your favour had raiſed me. To 
e theſe perſonal conſiderations let me add one of much more mo- 
ment, the hazard of an interruption to the buſineſs of the pub- 
« lic by my infirmities. Theſe motives have induced me to re- 
«« queſt, that you will accept of my reſignation of that high office 
«© with which you honoured me, and ele& another gentleman in 
* my room; and give me leave, gentlemen, at the ſame time, 
* to make my molt humble and grateful acknowledgements to 
*« you for your tenderneſs and indulgence to my errors, and for 
* the conſtant and honourable ſupport which you have given me 
* in the diſcharge of my duty during the courſe of fourteen years 
and upwards, the memory of which can never be eraſed from 
my mind. I am, with the utmoſt refpeR, and the moſt fincere 
< affeQion, : | | 
| «© Gentlemen, 
% Your moſt obliged, and 
«« Moſt obedient ſervant, 


| % EDMOND SEXTON PERY.” 
ath September, 1785. 

The Right Honourable THOMAS OrDpe ſaid, he with much 
reluctance was obliged to inform the Houſe, that his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant had alſo received a letter to the ſame effect. He 
expretſed the deepeſt concern that the vation ſhould be deprived 
of the advantages ſhe had long received from the wiſdom and in- 
regrity of Mr. Yery. He would not, he ſaid, attempt to enter 
into an eulogium on the merits of a man, whom though he had 
leſs opportunities of judging than almoſt any other member of 
the Houſe, he had been uſed to think of with the higheſt ve- 
neration, and whole conduQ in the chair, for more than fourteen 
years, had eſtabliſhed his reputation beyond the neceſſity of praiſe, 
but would endeavour to provide a ſucceſſor worthy of ſuch a man 
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and in naming his right honourable friend, Mr. Foſter, he had an 
honeſt pride in refleding how highly that gentleman's character 
ſtood in the eſtimation of the Houſe ; how many and how great 
proofs he had given of his exalted talents, extenſive knowledge 
of buſineſs, ws, unſhaken integrity; qualities for which he om x 
ed he would be diſtinguiſhed, and of which this nation would 
enjoy the fruits long after he [Mr. Orde] ſhould ceale to be a 
witneſs of them. He lamented, however, that another high de- 
partment muſt now be deprived of the benefit of thoſe qualities z 
but when he conſidered how peculiarly adapted they were to pre- 
ſerve order, and give dignity to the proceedings of the Houſe of 
Commons, he would not heſitate to move, That the Right 
Honourable John Foſter do now take the chair as Speaker of this 
Houſe. | , | 


Lord K. LWAR LIN ſeconded the motion. 


The Clerk then put the queſtion, which paſſed unanimouſly in 
the affirmative, and the Right Honourable John Foſter was, b 
Mr. Orde and Lord Kilwarlin, couducted to the chair. * 


Mr. Fos Tex ſaid he would not attempt to deſcribe his feelings 
at the very honourable manner in which it had pleaſed the Houſe 
to exalt him to a ſtation of ſuch high dignity, as he was convinced 
the future exertions of his life, to diſcharge his duty to their ſa- 
tisfaQtion, would be more acceptable than any thanks it was in 
his power to offer, 


A meſſage was. delivered by the Gentleman Uſher of the Black 
Rod, from his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, requiring the immedi- 
ate-attendance of the Commons, with their Speaker, in the Houſe 
of Lords, The Commons accordingly went up to the Houſe of 
Lords, where having preſented their Speaker, his Grace was 
pleafed to expreſs his approbation of the choice they had made. 


The Speaker and Commons being returned, 


The Right Honourable Dennis DAL obſerved, that the 
conduct of the late Speaker had been ſuch as was highly honour- 
able to himſelf and advantageous 20 the nation, conferring dignity 
upon the Houſe, and drawing reverence to its proceedings it 
was, therefore, he thought, incumbent on the Houſe to attend 
his retreat with every mark of reſpect, to demonſtrate in what 
bigh eſtimation they held integrity, wiſdom and moderation, and 
to prove that turbulence or meanneſs were not the only roads to 
preferment : He therefore moved, 

That the thanks of this Houſe be given to the Right Honour- 
able Edmond Sexton Pery, for his conſtant and unwearied attend- 
ance in the chair during the courſe of above fourteen years, in 
yo a wee parliaments z NY" unſhaken integrity and ſteady . 
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impartiality of his conduct there, and for the indefatigable pains 
and uncoinmon abilities with which he has conſtantly exerted 
himſelf to promote the real intereſt of this country, and to main- 
tain the honour and dignity of parliament, and to preſerve invio- 
lable the rights and privileges of the Commons of treland.” 


Which being paſſed in the affirmative nem. con, he moved, 
* That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, moſt 


— to beſeech his Majeſty that he will be graciouſly pleaſed» 


to confer ſome ſignal mark of favour upon the Right Honourable 
Edmond Sexton Pery, late Speaker of this Hout, for his great 
and eminent ſervices performed to this country, and the diſtin- 
guribed ability and integrity with which he has preſided in the 
chair of this Houſe z and to affure his Majeſty, that whatever 
expence his Majeſty ſhall think proper to de incurred upon that 
account, this Houſe will make good the fame to his Majeſty.” 
Which likewiſe paſſed in the affirmative nem. con. 

Lord HraDrorD moved that a committee be appointed to 
draw up an addreſs to his Grace the Lord Licutenant for his wiſe 
and prudent adminiſtration. He: faid , when he conſidered the 
wifdom which had ſa conſpicuouſly diftinguiſted the. preſent ad- 
miniſtration, he could not withſtand his deſire of giving his ap- 
probation to their merits, and the exertions which they had made 
m favour of Ireland. | . 


Mr. How axD.—l- riſe, Mr. Speaker, with a particular ſatis- 
ſaction, to ſecond the motion made by my right honourable friend; 
convinced as J am, that the conduct of his Grace of Rutland, 
ſince his arri val in this country, entitles him to the approbation 
of every Iriſhman. | N 
But, Sir, was I merely to confine myſelf to a ſingle and a late 
act of his Grace's adminiſtration, I am convinced his manly and 
impartial exertions, mote cloſely to cement the union between 
Great Britain aud Ireland, by connecting che commerce of the 
two kingdoms, deferve the thanks of every true friend of this 
country. EY ; 4 

Sir, blo is the firſt time I ever attempted to deliver my ſenti- 
ments in this Houſe, nor fhould I have troubled them upon this 
occafion, did I not feel ſomething that ſtrongly urged me to give 
my mite of apptobation to a character, in my opinion, highly 
deferving of public applauſe. t | 
Ihe queſtion was put, and carried nem. con. f 
Mr. Gairrirz ſaid he was extremely ſorry to find that the 
ſeſſion was likely to cloſe without any thing eff being done 
or the relief of -our unfortunate fellow - creatures who languilh in 
filth and miſery in the various jails of the kingdom, but more eſ- 
pecially in the ſpunging-houſes of thee city of Dublin: He was, 
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however, determined to take up that buſineſs early in the next 
ſcihon, and hoped. for the aſſiſtance of the Houſe; in the mean 
time, that the wretched ſufferers ſhould not think themſelves 
wholly deſerted, and that the puniſhment of thoſe infamous 
ſcoundrels, who had appeared before the committee to have op- 
prefſed and inſulted the unfortunate priſoners in the moſt cruel 
manner, might operate in terrorem, and perhaps obtain better 
treatment for thoſe who might hereafter fall into their hands, he 
moved, that an addreſs be preſented to his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant, that he will direct his Majeſty's Attorney General 
to proſecute John Maxwell, George Darcy, Charles Davis, and 
Charles Dowdall, for their offences, ſeverally ſpecified in the re- 

of the committee appointed to conſider of the jails and pri- 
ſons.“ 


Lord LuTTRELL ſaid he approved highly of the motion, and 
urged the neceſſity of that Houſe ſtanding forward againſt oppreſ- 
fion, and ſupporting poor unſriended pertons who could not ſup- 
port themſelves. 


The Right Honourable the Ar ToRNEY General aſſured 
his noble friend, that as there was ample ground for proſecuting 
thoſe worthy miniſters of juſtice, he would, if ordered, very 
chearfully and vigorouſly undertake the taſk ; however, he ſaw 
but one mode in which a proſecution could be carried on againſt 
them, that was by attachment a great laugh ]—he was ſerious, 
he ſaid—there was no other way but by 7 to the courts, 
that thoſe gentry, under colour of their office, had extorted mo- 
ney from their unfortunate priſoners, and had been guilty of vas 
nous acts of cruelty. 


Mr. Dunn.—lI grant, if the tight honourable gentleman be 
direted to proſecute theſe men, he may ſele the mode in which 
he will carry on a proſecution z but as he has been ſo candid in 
declaring his opinion, I hope he will be ſo good as to proceed by 
the laws of the land. Does he ſay, that extortion is not puniſh 
able by indictment ?—and if it why ſhould he uſe attach- 
ment? J do not deny that there are caſes where attachments are 
proper, but here, where there is no ſuggeſtion of any intent in the 
parties to abſcond or fly from juſtice, I truſt the Houſe will 
direct him to proceed according to the ordinary courſe of law. 


The Ar ToAXZYT GenERrAal.—l do not pretend to poſſeſs: the 
legal abilities for which the honourable member is diſtinguiſhed ; 
but, upon the beſt conſideration I have been able to give the 
queſtion, I remain of opinion that there is no way of carrying 
an this proſecution but by attachment; and I am the more con- 
firmed in this opinion by having this day. conſulted with a gentle- 
nan of great eminence, for 1 judgment I have the utmoſt 
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regard, and who, though on a former occaſion he differed with 
me, is now ſo candid and fo juſt, as to fay that I am in the right. 
But it would be a very ſtrange thing for this Houſe to point out 
the way in which an Attorney General is to carry on a proſecuti- 
on, and he would be a very ſtrange Attorney General who would 
follow any ſuch direQion z for my part, I would not; but if the 
Houſe deſires me to proſecute any man, I ſhall proceed by the 
beſt of my own judgment, aided with the ableſt advice I can ob- 
tain. 


Mr. K ox moved, that an humble addrefs be preſented to his 
_ the Lord Lieutenant, that he will be pleaſed to confer 
ome high eccleſiaſtical dignity upon the Rev. William Foſter, 
chaplain to the Houſe.—Agreed to nem. con. 


Sir Lucius O'Brien was beginning to ſpeak upon the ſubjcR 
of the Grand Canal. Several members being deſirous that the 
Houſe ſhould adjourn, ſome diſorders aroſe. | 


The Syeakex, riſing, ſaid he could not better ſhew his re- 
ſpect to the members, and his regard to the dignity of the Houſe, 
an by preſerving its order, which he was therefore determined 
to do, and hegged gentlemen would not be offended if, as often 
as they would forget order, he ſhould feet himſelf obliged to call 
them, as he now did, to take their place, and hear their 
worthy member. | 
Sir Lucivs O'BALex declared his ſatisfaction at the early 
exertion of the Speaker to preſerve order, and aſſured him, that 
while he endeavoured to promote regularity in debate, he might 
ever rely on his ſupport, and that of the Houſe; however as 
gentlemen did not feem inclined to enter on the ſubject he had 
. — «00s them, he would not for the preſent treſpaſs on their 
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The Right Honourable De xN1s DaLy obſerved, that as the 
health of Mr. Pery would not allow him to attend in his place, 
io order to receive the thanks which that Houſe had wich him, 
he thought it would be a further mark of reſpeQ if the Houſe 
ſhould requeſt the preſent Speaker to wait upon Mr. Pery with the 
thanks of that Houſe —To this purpoſe he made a motion, 

© which paſſed unanimouſly, 
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Lcrd Heaprort reported from the committee, appointed 
yeſterday to draw up an addreſs of thanks to his Grace the Lord 


h Lieutenant for his wiſe and prudent adminiſtration, that they had 
t. drawn up the following addreſs. 
at 
1 To his Grace CyarLes, Duke of RutTLaxnD, Loxp Liku- 
Id TENANT GENERAL, and GENERAL Governor of Irt- 
be 1. Ax D; the humble Anpxess of the KnichHTs, CITIZENS 
ne and Bux Ess ES, in Parliament aſſembled. 
b- | 
* May it pleaſe your Grace, 
11 * We, his Majeſty*s moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Com- 
for mons of Iccland, in parliament aſſembled, beg leave humbly to 
. expreſs to your Grace, with unaffected warmth, the ſatisfa dion 
, which we feel in every opportunity of teſtifying our reſpe& for 
your perſon, and our attachment to your government. We can- 
ed not reflect upon your Grace's conſtant attention to the happineſs 
the and welfare of this kingdom, without grateful acknowledgments 1 
to his Majeſty, that his Majeſty has been pleaſed to give us ſo 3 
acceptable a proof of his royal favour as the continuing your | 
10. Grace in the government of Ireland. The generous humanity of 
91 diſpoſition, and high ſenſe of honour which dittznguiſh your | 
N Gracc's private character, have, in conjunction with your heredi- 
= tary ſpirit and firmneſs, endeared you to the nation, by thetr | 
bei happy influence on 2 public conduct. 
eir We humbly deſire your Grace to accept our ſincere thanks for 
thoſe exertions, which, in conſequence of our unanimous addreſs, 
arly and in obedience to his Majeſty's commands, your Grace em- 
that ployed, during the laſt interval between our ſeſſions, in preparing 
ight a plan of commercial intercourſe with Great Britain. We are 
as aware that the utmoſt delicacy and caution are neceſſary for the 
had conduct of meaſures in which the rights and intereſt of both king» 
heir doms are equally concerned, and muſt be equaily regarded z and 
we entertain a juſt ſeaſe of the attention your Grace has mani- 
feſted to this principle, that their completion ſhould depend upon 
the public ſatisfaction. We truſt therefore that the further cpnſi- 
deration of this ſubject will be purſued with that temper, that ſpi⸗ 5 
tit of conciliation, and that impartial attention to the general 
welfare of the whole empire, which alone can enſure permanency 
to any ſyſtem, or enable the wiſdom of pailiament to perfect ſucn 
: the an equal, reciprocal and juſt arrangement as may unite both king- 
lace, doms for ever in intereſt, and preſerve in each a firm confidence 
him, of mutual affection. | | 
Iouſe lt is our zealous and ardent wiſh that your Grace may long con- 
h the tinue in the government of this kingdom, and contemplate, with 
tion, growing pride and ſatisfaction, the ſucceſsful effect of your 


government, in the increaſing atfection of a generous people, aud 
in the progreſſive harmony and ſtrength of che empire,” 
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The addreſs having been firſt read at large, and afterwards pa- 


regraph by paragraph, when that part relative to the commercial 
adjuſtment was read, 


The Right Honourable Tuomas CoxoLry ſaid—Sir,T riſe to 
expreſs my ſatis faction at the paragraph, as it convinces me thers 
is no intention in government to purſue the commercial treaty 
any furtker, unleſs it ſhall be to the ſatisfaction, and at the deſire 
of the kingdom, I do therefore give my aſſent to it, as it leaves 
the country at full liberty, according to its own judgment and 
good underſtanding, to take up that meaſure or not. 


Mr. Foxzes declared himſelf of the ſame ſentiment, He ſaid 
he wiſhed not to interrupt the unanimity of the Houſe, in ſhew- 
ing every mark of perſonal compliment and regard to his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant, but he deſited not to be underſtood as 
pledged to any new negociation, 


| The ſeveral parazraphs having paſſed, the Speaker proceeded to 
put the queſtion upon the whole, viz. that this addreſs ſtand the 
addrels of this Houſe to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, 


- Mr. GxaTTAN, who juſt entered the Houſe, ſaid—I wiſhed 
to give my aſſent to the addreſs z every perſonal compliment to 
his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, I am deſirous to pay; the motion 
of yeſterday, therefore, to thank him for his prudent, wiſe, and 
Juſt adminiſtration paſſed unanimouſly ; but the addreſs combining 
the perſonal merit of his Grace with the political demerit of the 
late offenſive arrangement, embarrafſes thoſe who would make a 
perſonal compliment, without making a public ſurrender of com- 
merce and conſtitution ; I ſay, it the addreſs only propoſed to let 
down adminiſtration eaſy, to cover their moſt happy defeat, and 
to conſole them a little for the moſt fortunate overthrow of a moſt 
unjuſtiſiable ſyſtem, I ſhould have been ſilent; but here is my 
objection— fear I ſee in ſome part of that addreſs, a train laid 
for the revival of the twenty propoſitions, and of that bill by 
which the right honourable gentleman propoſed to carry the ſub- 
ſtance of thoſe propoſitions into execution. Where the addreſs 
would thank the miniſtet for the attention paid to the ſatisfaction 
of the public, I have no objection to it, other than a want of 
foundation in fat— The Secretary did not in, the conduct of this 
commercial buſineſs, pay the leaſt attention to public ſatisfaction; 
on the contrary, after almoſt every county and city in the molt 

inted manner, had expreſſed their diſſatisfaction at his adjuſt- 
ment, he introduced his bill in their defiance z nay, after an hun- 
dred and ten of che firſt men in the kingdom had oppoſed the leave 
for bringing in the bill, he entertained an intention of forcing on the 


meaſure, until he was taught to underſtand that the ſervants of 


the crown would oppoſe it in its progreſs. Ihe Houſe was can- 


vaſſed, and finding that he would be in the minority, the right 
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honourable gentleman declined a meaſute which he found he 
could not carry, and yielded not in compliment to public ſatis- 


faction, but in certainty and ſhame of a public parliamentary over- 


throw. The right honourable member ſzems to deny that the 
counties exprefied” their abkorrence at this ſyſtems I think he is 
unwiſe in raiſing ſuch a doubt, becauſe in ſo doing he challenges 
every county and City to meet again, in ordet to re-atiert their 
ſentiments and indignation with regard to his offenſive arrange- 
ment; and he brings once more under public agitation, as a can- 
didate for another condemnation, his ſyſtem of public ruin and 
national diſhonour; but my difapprobation goes more particularly 
againſt the part of the addreſs, which propoſes to purlue the 
object. Here I apprehend a train laid for the revival of the bill 
and its principle, when I] am told that this buſineſs is not to be 
revived, unleſs the public ſhould call for it; in the generality of 
ſuch an expreſſion I do not ſee any preciſe ſecurity, I wiſh to 
know what is meant by the public calling for this bill ; if by that 
the right honourable member means, that he will never introduce 
it until the counties, cities and towns, who have proteſted, {ball 
recant their declarations, and moſt inconſiſtently demand what 
they have ſo loudly execrated, then I think we are tolerably ſafe; 
and if the right honourable gentleman will now tiſe in his ſeat and 
declare that to be his intention, I, for one, ſhall continue here, 
and vote for the addreſs, —[ Here the Secretary refuſing to make 
ſuch a declaration, Mr. Grattan proceeded.] I am now con- 
firmed in the juſtice of my apprehenſion, that ſome latent hope is 
harboured, to be able to revive the lite attempt on your commerce 
and conſtitution, at a more favourable and patient moment, when 
the community ſhall be leſs on the watch for their own preſervati- 
on: In the anxious interim, I do apprehend attempts to tamper 
with parliament. I fear, leſt the public hereafter will be ſaid to 
call for this bill, if in the mean time a parliament ſhall be cor- 
rupted to give it ſupport, and that the nation ſhall be ſaid to have 


changed its mind, when the parliament {hall be found to have re- 


linquiſked its virtue ; then ſome member may be gotten to act the 
part of a country gentleman to the court, and in the name of the 
nation which he deſerts, vindicate the bill, and call for its revival. 
have no perſonal objection to the preſent adminiſtration cr their 
government; but their commercial ſyſtem is what I will give no 
toleration to, I dread the revival of this buſineſs in the ſame 
hands, nor do I like the words in which that revival feems to be 
denounced—* we are to purſue the conſideration of this object, 


with a view to the general welfare of the whole empire.“ vir, 


it is remarkable that the conſtitution and commerce, and even 
the name of Ireland, are kept out of the great ditecting priggyzgt 
of the impending treaty, and are not to be found in this part of 


the addcets, Indeed, if you were to light the natural enemies of 
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England, you might well declare your object was the welfare of 
the whole empire z but when you ſeem laying a train of future 
negociation, on the ſubject of Inſh commerce, involving Iriſh 
conſtitution, to om't even to name the intereſts of either, and in 
their place to profeſs the intereſts of the whole empire, as the 
object of ſuch negociation, promiſes nothing too auſpicious to 
the people of Ireland. I have the leſs confidence in thoſe words, 
becauſe I remember the ſupremacy of the Britiſh parliament, the 
reſtrictions on the Iriſh trade, and every former injury inflicted on 
this country, were defended on this very principle, and in thoſe 
very words ; for inſtance, ** Impartial attention to the general 
welfare of the whole empire.” In theſe general words there is a 
great latitude—a latitude for the neglect of every particular duty, 
and for the ſurrender of the particular intereſts of our on COun= 
try.— There are gentlemen who will call England the whole 
empire, and her excluſive power and domination, the general 
welfare; and the fervants of government in Ireland, may, if they 
would ſtoop to it, on ſuch a principle advance a pretence for 
abjuring every prejudice of their nativity, every ſpecial advan- 
tage of their own country, and for preferring the power of 
another land. Regard, I acknowledge, ſhould be conſtantly had 
to the general welfare of the whole empire, whenever it is really 
concerned; but let me add, that general welfare ſhould never be 
made a pretence, nor be artificially and wantonly introduced 
and in an arrangement, where Iriſh trade is profeſſedly the ſub- 
ject, that trade ought to be exprefſedly the object. 1 at 
thoſe Iriſh gentlemen who talk as if they were the repreſenta- 
tives of ſomething higher than their native land, the repteſenta- 
tives of empire, not of Ireland; but ſo taſking and fo aQing, 
they would be in fact the repreſentatives of their ſalary. Let 
me tell thoſe gentlemen, if they are not Iriſhmen they are no- 
thing ; and if we are not the repreſentatives of Ireland, we are 
nothing. I am the more averſe to the revival of this bill or its 
principle, becauſe tuch revival muſt be accompanied with a new 
negociation; a _—— wherein the Britiſh miniſter would be 
the ambaſſador for England and Ireland, or rather the Britiſh mi- 
niſter would be the ambaſſader for England, and the ſervant of 
that miniſter would be the ambaſſador for Ireland; and where 
there is no perſonal equality in the negociators, there can be no 
political equality in the teſult of the treaty. —If any thing could 
render the revival of this buſineſs ill more alarming, it would be 
the doctrines which have been advanced to defend it: We have 


- been gravely, poſitively, and dogmaycally aſſured, that this 


ments of manufacture, and even for the element of fire, abſo- 


lutely dependant on Great Britain. We have been aſſured that 


4 is, for the comforts and neceſſaries of life, for the rudi- 
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we can find nor coals, nor bark, nor ſalt, nor hops, any where, 


fave only in Great Britain. In ſhort, that Ireland has no coals, 
nor the continent ſalt, bark, or hops, to the aſtoniſhment and 
indeed laughter of every merchant who heard ſuch atſertions : 
we have been told this, and we have been thus argued 
down into a ſtate of phyſical flavery, 

Ireland has been repreſented as the ſlave of England, by the 
laws of nature, in order to juſtify a ſyſtem which would have 
made us her ſlave by force and operation of covenant. We have 
been further told in debate, and in' public prints, that our trade 
has no claim to the protection of the Britiſh navy. Sit, you pay 
for that protection, you paid for it long ago. I tell you 
that payment was the crown of Jreland. —You annexed the 
crown of Ireland to that of Great Britain, and have a right to 
the proteclion of her navy, as much as ſhe has a right to conſider 
you as a part of the empire, Protecling you with her navy, ſte 
protects her own balance and weight in Europe, and preſerves an 
empire Which would elſe be reduced to an iſland z but if you are 
protected by an Engliib, not an Iriſh navy, it is not that you 
have not granted taxes, but that Great Britain naturally chuſes 
to have but one navy in the empire, and very naturally wiſhes 
that navy to be her own, You are prevented from having an 
Iriſh navy, and ſhould not be reproached with the protection of 
the Britiſhz as gentlemen have triumphantly diſplayed the depen- 
dancy of their native land on Great Britain, they have moſt anxi- 
ouſly concealed her value and importance—the importance of her 
linen yarn, bay yarn, hides, proviſions, and men; the impor- 
tance of her aſſent to the monopolies of Great Britain, Eaſt and 
Weſt, and to the continuation of the act of navigation, —Under 
ſuch falſe impreſſions then, in thoſe who are perhaps to act on the 
part of Ireland, an ignorance or concealment of her real conſe- 
quences and refources, and the falſe perſuaſion of her infignihcance 
and dereliction, nay, I will add, a zeal to diſplay an offenſive 
catalogue of her wants and wretchedneſs ; I aſk, what treaty 
will be made under theſe circumſtances, that ſhali be to your ad- 
vantage? Let me thercfure caution my country againſt the revival 
of this bill, and againſt thoſe arguments which have a tendency to 
py down the pretenſions of Ireland, and huaible the pride of the 
riſk nation; public pride is the belt champion of public liberty; 
cheriſh it, for if ever this kingdom ſhall fall in her own eſteem, 
ſhall labour uncer a prepoſſeiſion of impotence, ſhall canceive 
ſhe cannot have the neceſſaries of life or manufa dure, but from 
the Charity of another couhtry, in ſhort, that God and nature have 
put it in a ſtate of phyſical bondage, 1 fay, if once this becomes 
her ſentiments, your laws are nothing, your charters are paper, 
and Ireland is a {lave with Magna Charta in her hand; let us not 
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then put down our native land and rob her of her pride, to rob 
her of her conſtitution. ; 

Sir, my right honourable friend ſeems to think that a doubt 
may ariſe whether we have a tight to be included in Britiſh trea- 
ties z moſt undoubtedly we have that right, by virtue of the Iriſh 
crown annexed to the Britiſh; Ireland has a right ard property in the 
prerogatives of that crown, and one clear right is that of being in- 
cluded in treaties z to omit us were to caſt us off; a ſubjeR for 
parliamentary proceeding and puniſhment, not ſubmiſſion, Por. 
tugal was an unfortnnate inſtance to be adduced by a friend to the 
adjuſtment or its principle; for by this adjuſtment we are not re- 
ſtared to the benefit of the Methuen treaty, and yet, we were 
originally left out of the benefit of that treaty by the principle 
of this adjuſtment ; for, inſtance, leaving the regulation of our 
trade to the Britiſh parliament. I might go more at large into the 
detail of this ſubject, explain the — inſiſt on the impor- 
tance, and teſpect the honour of my native land, but I ſhall for 
the preſent ſtop; having expreſſed my fears left this bill ſhould 
be revived, 1 do declare that if fuch a meaſure or any thing 
like it, ſhould be hereafter produced, I ſhall be in my placeto 
oppoſe the yoke, to oppoſe the ſyſtem founded on principles of 
empire not commerce, recommended by the language of inſult, 
juſtited by depreciating the real value and importance of Ireland, 
and accompanied with a ſurrender of the conſtitution and com- 
merce, and of every thing that is dear to this county, 


The Right Honourable HercuLes LaxnGrornn RowLey rofe 
to order. The addre(s, he {aid, had been unanimouſly agreed 
to, as read paragraph by paragraph. He had concurred in it as 
à tribute juſtly due to the handiome manner in which government 
had acted,” The Houte had been of the ſame opinion, and he 
deemed it out of order for the right honourable gentleman to de- 
bate the queſtion after it had been fo well decided. 


The Srrakex here declared the order, The addreſs had doubt; 
| lefsbeen read paragraph by paragraph, and unanimouſly agreed to. 
The queſtion before the Houſe was, upon the whole, whether 
the whole ſhould ſtand the addreſs of that Houſe to his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant, and to that queſtion gentlemen were at liberty 
to ſpeak. | 


Sir Joun PARNELL ſaid much praiſe was due to the gentlemen 
on the other fide, for the juſtice with which they diſtinguiſhed 
between the zeal of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, tv promote the 
prolperity of Ireland, and thoſe obſtacles which it had not been in 
kis power to overcome. The addreſs, ſo far as it went to pay the 
cue tribute of compliment to his Grace, had not been objected to 
by any man, nor could he fee any reaſon to object to that part 
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which related to the commercial treaty z it meant only not to 
preclude the country from calling for an adjuſtment of trade, 
which, under ſome mode or other, was indiſpenſibly neceſſatx. 
The prayer of the public, he ſaid, was for delay; the delay was 
granted, and all that was now incended was, not to preclude 
them from taking up the meaſure of adjuſtment when they ſhould 
deem it neceſſaty, and find it ſatisfaQory, He faid he would 
avoid giving an opinion on the preſent itate of this country ; ſhe 
bad, no doubt, a right of general exportation; but it depended 
on other cyuntries whether they would conſent to the importation 
of her merchandiſe, or not; it was therefore her intereſt to con- 
nect herſelf as cloſely as poſlible with England, as well to obtain 
the benefit of her market as of her treaties, 


Mr. GereetTH.—Tf the doQtrine which the honourable gentle- 
man has advanced be true, then indeed are we a miſerable, 
wretched, and dependant nation. He ſays we cannot export our 


goods, 


Sir Jonx PaRN ELI. -I riſe to ſet the honourable gentleman 
right; 1 ſaid exactly the contrary z I ſaid we had a general right 
of exportation, but that it depended on other countries whether 
they would import our goods, if they ſhould underitand that we 
were not entitled to the benefit of the Britiſh treaties, 


Mr. Gx1re1tTH.—l find I did not miſtake; I find we have no 
king of Ireland, no miniſter of Ireland, no parliament, What! 
cannot we direct our miniſter to enter into what negociations we 
think proper, not dependant upon England cr her tieaties? And 
may not his Majeſty, the king of Ireland, enter into what treaties 
with foreign ſtates he thinks beneficial to this his loyal king- 
dom ? | | 


Sir Jon x PARNIELI.—I never ſaid he tnight not; but foreign 
ſtates will judge for themſelves, and we have found it ſoz and in 
order therefore to clear up that point, it is for our advantage to 
have it underſtood that we have a common intereſt with Great 
Britain, 

Mr. Ox dz.—Certainly gentlemen have forgotten what paſſed 
the laſt day the commercial adjuſtment was under debate, when [ 
declared, that miniſters having done their duty in bringing for- 
* ward, at the defire of the Houle, that ſyſtem, it now remained 
* with the public to expreſs their opinion of itz that between this 
* and the commencement of the next ſeſſion, the people would 
have full time to conſider of it:“ To that purpole I moved to 
have the bill printed, in order to be diſperſed z and no doubt if 
the ſyſtem, when underſtood, ſhall prove ſatisfactory, the repre- 
ſentatives of the people will call for it. Certaialy, I fay, gentle- 
men have forgotten this, or they would not be now talking of the 
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revival of the bill, and ſaying government ought to be ſatisfied at 
being let off with flying colours. I aſſert that the queſtion is not 
dead, and I never will ſo far offend a reſpectable majority of this 
Houſe as to allow it to be faid, that a queſtion to which they 
have given their approbation is dead or exploded. 

We are all poſſeſſed of the way in which this matter has ceaſ-d 
for a while, and I call upon every one who hears me to bear wit. 
neſs to this poſition That the bill is ſuffered to reſt for a while, 
that it is publiſhed, that it is diſperſed amongſt the people, merely 
that they may underſtand it, and that whenever they expreſs their 
fatisfaQion in it, and call for it, it will be taken up again. 

I fav that no ſyſtem can be an object to the miniſters of this 
counryv, or to the miniſters of the ſiſter country, or to the em- 
pire at large, if it is not to the ſatisfaction of the public; and I 
ſay that till it is perfectly underſtood, and perfectly ſatisfactory, 
it will not be taken up; but I would alſo have it known, that 
though ample time will be given that the public mind may take full 
poſſeiſion of it, yet the word revivat is not applicable to it, for it 
is neither dead nor rejected ; on the contrary, the ſenſe of this 
Houſe has decided in its favour. 

Gentlemen ſay, how is the ſenſe of the nation to be known ?— 
Am I ſpeaking to the repreſentatives of the people, or am | not? 
If I am, ic is from them I expe to hear the ſenſe of the nation; 
they beſt know how to collect it. ® 

Something has been inſinuated, and not very delicately, as if 
mmiſtry would endeavour to advance a deceitful opinion, inſtead 
of the honeſt plain ſenſe of the public, Sir, the goyerument of 
this Counts y is above the infinuation ;; for my part, with all hu- 
mility I tay it, nothing has ever been ſeen in me that can lead the 
public to ſuppoſe I mean a quibble, when | ſay that the ſyſtem. 
mall not be brought forward unlets the ſenſe of the nation is known 
to be that it will give public ſatisfaction. I ſay, Sir, that the 
bill is a benefit to this kingdom; and as my intentions are good, 
Ida not fear to have the bill thoroughly inveſtigated ; for I am 
confident that when it is underſtood it will be acceptable to the 
country, and the country will receive it as good. A right ho- 
nourable gentleman told us, that the country has decided againſt 
ir, I do not at all concur in his declaration. Several parts of the 
country peticioned for time to conſider it, and that before it was 
introduced. 

The right honoutable gentleman has ob jected to another part of 
the addteis, “ We truſt therefore, &c.“ Now, Sir, what is to 
be undetr od trom this, but that we have an earneſt deſire to give 
the public ſatisfaction, and truſt that they will conſider what has 
teen offered to them. Is there any thing improper in this? The 
gentleman cunplains that Ireland is not named: Is not Ireland tae 
burden of tlie addicts? Would he look to Ireland alone ? Nv 
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the object of the ſyſtem is to cement the empire with redoubled 
firength z and I aſſert again and again, that the bill contains every 
thing advantageous to the commerce of Ireland, and nothing iuju- 
rious to her conſlitution. 


Sir NicuoLas LawLEss ſaid he ſhould think himſelf very 
much wanting in that regard which every man ſhould have for the 
opinion of his country, if, having on every occaſion expreſſed his 
thoughts in favour of an equitable and ſatisfactory adjuſtment of 
our commerce with Great Brit-in, he ſhould on the preſent oc- 
caſion heſitate to expreſs the ſame ſentiments, or refuſe his appro- 
bation to the propoſed addreſs. The right honourable gentleman, 
who had juſt ſpoken, had declared that ſuch an adjuſtment or 
commercial arranzement, was contrary to the ſenſe cf the people; 
but he was of a very difiercnt opinion; the Houſe of Commons, 
which he thought the proper organ by which the opinion of the 
people was expreſſed, had addreſſed for ſuch an arrangement, and 
the eleven propoſitions which were paſſed almoſt unanimouſly, 
were a full approbation of ſuch a ſyſtem ; to which he might add, 
that ſuch perſons among the people at large as he had heard declare 
their ſentiments, were far from being adverſe to an equitable and 
fatisfaQory adjuſtment. : 

He added, that he thought ſuch an agreement more peculiarly 
neceſſary at preſent ; that by the emancipation of our legiſlatute 
and commerce we were held by fo flight a tie to the reſt of the 
empire, and that without ſome ſuch adjuſtment, it was his opi- 
nion that in lefs than half a century we ſhould have little more 
connexion with Great Britain than with Denmark or Sweden. 

A right honourable gentleman, in the courſe of his argument, 
had ſaid, that gentlemen in determining on this queſtion might be 
inttuenced by their ſalaries ; that for his part he had no ſalary from 
adminiſtration ; that he ſpoke as little influenced as any membcr 
in the Houſe, and perhaps was as much and as deeply concerned 
in the proſperity of the country, as moſt gentlemen who heard 
him; that he did not ſee how any gentleman who regarded the 
peace or proſperity of his country could oppoſe the addreſs, and 
that for his part it had his full approbation in every point. 


Sir HeacuLes LANOAISsRHE ſaid he was happy to find that 
amidſt the variety of opinions which had been entertained on the © 
different ſubjeQs that had occurred in the courſe of this long ſeſ- 
ſion of parliament, there was one ſentiment in which the Houſe 
ſeemed to be unanimous, that of rendering the juſt tribute of pub- 
lic approbation to the hereditary virtues and high qualities of the 
preſent chiet governor, — That the right honourable member who, 
with bis uſual juſtice and liberality of ſentiment, was willing to 
bear his teſtimony to the merits of, and join in every mark of 
teſpec to the Duke of Kutland, had yet diſcovered ſome words 
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in the addreſs conveying by implication an idea of reſuming the 
ſyſtem of commercial arrangement, which had. lately been the 
object of ſo much debate. That he imagined if the right ho- 
nourable member had been preſent when the addrefs was read pa- 
ragraph by paragraph, he would not have attributed to it infer- 
ences that it did not convey, nor concluſions that did not follow 
from the premiſes. The addreſs returned thanks to his Grace for 
complying with the unanimous addreſs of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in laſt ſeſſion of parliament, to uſe his exertions to form 
an equitable ſeitlement cf commercial intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland. It proceeds to applaud the principle that 
leaves the completion of this buſineſs to deperd on the public ſa- 
tisfaction, and truſts that the future conſideration of this ſubject 
will be purſued with that temper, that ſpirit of conciliation, and 
that impartial attention to the general welfare of the whole empire, 
which alone can enſure permanency to any ſyſtem, or enable the 
wiſdom of parliament to perfect ſuch an equal, reciprocal and 


juſt arrangement, as may unite both kingdoms for ever in intereſts, - 


and preferve in each a firm confidence of mutual affection. Can 
any words be more direct, more unequivocal ? or can the moſt 
Jealous ingenuity diſcorer any thing in them that pledges any man 
to any plan in future that may be propoſed, or promiles the reaſ- 
ſumption of the plan lately before you ? It is very true, it al- 
ludes to a reconſideration of the ſubject, which is ** the ſettle- 
ment of a commercial intercourſe with Great Britain; and who 
can ſay that ſome ſuch ſettlement is not neceſſary ?. Can any man 
ſay fo. who remembers the acts of diſorder, of alienation and 
hoſtility, which ſo lately diſturbed your repoſe and interrupted 
your induſtry, and induced the Houſe of ee to expteſs 
theit unanimous deſire for a liberal arrangement of commercial 
intercourſe between Greac Britain and Ireland ? Prohibitory du- 
ties were attempted, non- importations not only agreed to, but en- 
forced by an authority that diſgraced the national character, and 
laid your laws in the duſt; trade with foreign colonies was recom- 
mended inſtead of thoſe of Britain, and every project was agi- 
tated which tended to a ſeparation of the countries, Moreover, 
there are ſeveral matters of inequality between the two countries 
which require a ſettlement z and which, though in ſome inſtan- 
ces favourable on one ſide, in ſome on the other, yet on the 
whole afford perpetual materials for- diſcontent to work on when- 
ever the common lot of human affairs produce any temporary 
diftre!s in the country. Gentlemen may ſay with a gloomy con- 


tentment, let us remain as we are.“ No, Sir; in the [crutinize 


ing ſpirit of the times, in the habits of ſpeculation and reſearch 
into ſeparate rights and ſeparate intereſts, do you think two coun- 
tries can long go on together ? Can they go on together in a face 
of rivalſhip, ot a war of prohibitions ? Impotlible! If you have 
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obſerved any thing like commercial jealouſies gathering between 
the two countries z if you have heard the Britiſh manufacturer, 
the Britiſh legiſlator, the Britiſh writers of all degrees, noble and 
ignoble, ſacred and profane, aſſert that an equal participation of 
commerce to Ireland would be ruinous to the trade of Britain, 
and an equal conſtruction of the navigation act more . eee to 
her than all her debts and all her taxes; and if you have heard 
the people of Ireland talk of excluſion againſt the manufaRures of 
Britain, and of forming treaties, of commerce with her common 
enemies, and ſeveral in both countries, in their ideas of com- 
merce, loſing thoſe of connexion z if you have obſerved ideas 
of this ſort floating between both countries, and much more if 
by ſpontaneous growth or the induſtrious hand of cultivation they 
are ſtriking root, you have but too much reaſon to apprehend 
that if you have not a ſettlement you will have a ſeparation. 

The honourable member ſeems diſpleaſed that we ſhould mix 
our cares with thoſe of the empire, forgetful of our ſeparate ſo- 
* We are in freedom and independence equal to any 
nation, but it would be deluſion and deftruQion to perſuade out- 
ſelyes we are ſo in ſtrength. 1 would not wiſh to degrade the na- 
rional ſtrength, but I would not betray it—we are hs. but we 
are not omnipotent. It would not be magnanimity, but madneſs, 
to ſay, boaſtingly, we will ſtand alone—we will walk through 
the world unſupported, unathſted. Such is nat the condition of 
any nation, of any ſociety, or of the men that compoſe them. 
Mutual wants and mutual aſſiſtance are the condition and cove- 
nant of human ſociety—men muſt be connected, and nations muſt 
be connected, or they are impotent; and we deceive ourſelves, 
and walk in a vain ſhadow, if we do not perceive that there 1s 
not a country exiſting which, conſidered internally or externally, 
more requires to be a connected country than Ireland, and Eng- 
land is the only country with which ſhe can be connected with 
ſafety to her commerce, her conſtitution or religion, I know the 
connection ts alſo advantageous to England, and ſhe is not too 
proud to acknowledge it z and the idea of this ſettlement is found- 
ed, not in a wiſh to make a cunning bargain, or to extort little 
advantages from each other; no ! every object of the nation, the 
crown, and the miniſter will be defeated, if we cannot make a 
ſettlement to the mutual benefit and ſatisfaction of the two coun- 
mes z a ſettlement that ſhall encreaſe the proſperity and ſtrength 
of both. No man can have any other rational object in it, and 
we have common enemies enough to make ſuch cloſe connection 
neceſſary tous. Ireland, exalted by recent acquiſitions, naturally 
aſpires at equality of commerce z and Great Britain, awakened 
by recent tranſactions to her inherent wiſdom and juſtice, is wil- 
ling to ſurrender her prejudices, to open her markets, to commu- 
aicate her colonies, and finally to clofe with you on terms of 
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equal benefit. - Abridged. in territory, ſhe wiſbed fo firengthen 
and conſolidate that which remains, and bas wiſely turn het 
thoughts to the growing proſperity of Ireland, foreſeeing that the 
younger brother, though perhaps he had formerly been fold into 
captivity, ogy yet become the preſervation of his brethren. 
Ide addrefs juſtly applauds the principle that refers the deter. 
rination of this great buſineſs to the ſentiments of the people; 
the whole is referred to that tribunal ; let not the judges ſe pre- 
judiced. It is referred to their opinion, and ſuffer them to exer- 
ciſe their own opinion 3; therefore if the right honourable - gentle. 
man wiſhes that the ſenſe of the people he ſo much reſpeRs ſhould 
decide, he muſt leave the ſenſe of the people to its own impartiali- 
ty. They have the whole before them; and if on ſober and full 
examination this plan ſbal{ appeat injurious to the conſtitutional 
rights o? the couttry, they will not by any comtnercial advan- 
tages be betrayed into an approbation of it. But let public opinion, 
not particular influence, decide. I do confeſs, I have heard doc- 
trines to-day, that ſeem neither compatible with our fituation, not 
reconcilable with our declarations towards England ; declarations 
which do honour to this country ; declarations ſuggeſted by the 
honourable member. What did we mean, when in the fullneſs of 
our hearts we told Great N d would ſtand or- fall by her ? 
Did you mean, that you would atcept the ſhelter of het power, 
and the protection of her fleets, but that you would neither aſſiſt 
. her with your reſources in time of war, nor your commerce in 
time of peace - that you would reap the harveſt of univerſal neu- 
rraligy, but that you would direct your huſbandry to enrich every 
n commercial rival, and ſtrengthen every political enemy ſhe had in 
the world—that you would ſbare in her acquiſitions, without 
* ©, © waking any contribution out of yours ; that you would aſpire to 
take with bet in the protection of het gods, but that you 
would not condeſcend to join with her in her ſacrifices, 
No, Sir I the generoſity of your nature is ſuperior to ſuch ſen- 
timents, and yet the inference of ſome arguments I have heard 
leads to ſuch concluſions. He then returned to the addreſs, be- 
ſtowed much praiſe on the adminiſtration of the Duke of Rutland, 
and concluded, that he did not refer to private virtues that com- 
mand reſpe&, nor * favours that demand acknowledgement, 
nor the greatneſs of a name that hasreſounded through the world, 
but on every public act of his Grace's adminiſtration he could 
tound a title to the public approbation. 


Mr. Coo rx ſaid that he was tempted toriſe in ſupport of the 
addreſs,” by the fair ac d explicit declaration of the right honour» 
able ſecretaryz which fully confirmed the language of the addreſs, 
promiſing to bring forward no plan of adjuſtment of commerce 
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which did not meet with public approbation. This was repaſi 
ſuch a confidence in the parliament and the people as claimed — 
uſe. 

That the motive of our actions, and not the ſucceſs of them, 
was the heſt criterion of their merit. That the motive which had 
impelled the government of both kingdoms to produce a plan of com- 
mercial arrangement was founded upon principles which ought to 
reflect laſting honour upon them. They have endeavoured to obviate 
inconventencies before they were upon their heels, and not as was 
the former and fatal policy of government to diſcard ſyſtem, and 
live a life of ſhifes and expedients from day to day. 

That every man who wiſhes to prevent future diſagreements, and 
infinite ſquabbles, who wiſhes to prevent two kingdoms indepen- 
dent, and connected by every polible tie of intereſt as well as 
affeQion, from claſhing with each other in commercial regula- 
tions, muſt concur in opinion, that ſome plan or other of adjuſt- 
ment is indiſpenſible z and it is impoſſible to hefitate in giving cre- 
dit and praiſeto a government that has preferred acting upon ſyſtem, 
to chat drowſy indifference which looks not beyond the preſent 
moment, and provided the buſineſs of government goes on in any 
manner, is perfectly content, and ſatiched if ſufficient is done to 
prevent the evil of the day. That it was owing to former miſ- 
conduct, and want of ſyſtem, the preſent difficulties preſſed ſo 
heavily upon the country, and that the utmoſt coolneſs, temper, 
and reciprocal affeQion between the two kingdoms could carry us 
through them. An old politician, as enlightened as any modern 
one, ſays, ** Mibi vero non minori cure eft, qualis reſpublica poſt 
mortem meam futura fit, quam quali, bodies eff.“ He concluded with 
expreſſing the additional ure he had in doing this juſtice to 
government, and teſtifying their merits, being diſengaged from 
- — with them by office or penſion, held by any part of 

amily, : | 


Mr. Bus E. There is nothing in this addreſs that pledges us 
to approve the bill propoſed by the right honourable ſecretary, 
It holds out the idea of an adjuſtment in general, and ſuch gen- 
tlemen only as think ſuch a meaſure to be unneceſſary, are called 
upon to give it oppoſition. If ever there was a principle that 
ſhould be impreſſed on the public mind, it is this, that a commer- 
cial adjuſtment is abſolutely neceſſary to this country. Having 
agreed to an addreſs demanding it, having agreed to eleven reſo- 
lutions for carrying.it into effect, can we now have a doubt of 
the neceſſity? If we have, let us attend to the arguments which 
have been uſed this day. I agree with my right honourable friend, 
that we have a 5 the equal care of our common ſovereign, 
3 ign treaty * terms ſhould be made for 

ol. V. | 
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Ireland, as for Gteit Britain; but for that very reaſon, I ſay, it 
is but the more neceſſary that our trade with Great Britain herſelf 
ſhould be carried on by a permanent ſyſtem. That we ſhould 
have the ſame treaties, the ſame trade with foreign countries, and 
yet that we ſhould have commercial diſcord with each other ; our 
foreign commerce to flow in the ſame channels, and yet our inter- 
coutſe with each other to be unſettled, appears to me not to be very 
agreeable to reaſon. My right honourable friend informs us, that 
we have adouble miniſter, and that the miniſter with whom we 
are to negociate may have influence even within theſe walls, 1 
admit the fact; but for that very reaſon, I ſay, let our trade be 
carried on by ſyſtem, Let it no lonzer be ſettled from time to 
time, or by piece - meal, under the ſuſpicious auſpices of that in- 
fluence of which he complains, but let the whole attention, abili- 
ty and virtue of this country be brought forward at once, to make 
one maſterly and permanent ſyſtem, and put an end to that influ- 
ence for ever. | a 

My ri aht honourable friend argues, that if we be dependent for 
the rudiments of manufactures ; if we be dependent for the fale 
of our ſtaple manufacture, we ſhould have no treaty, becauſe we can- 
not have an equal one. No, Sir, it is becauſe we are dependent in theſe 
particulars that a treaty is indiſpenſible ; for we cannot expect 
equal trade without a treaty. I have heard of two eloquent ſtate- 
ments which have been made — the one of the weakneſs of our 
commerce, and of its dependency upon Great Britain—the other 
of the advantages which Great Britain derives from this country. 
In my opinion, both thefe ſtatements are true z Ireland is depen- 
dent on England for a great part of her commerce, and England 
is dependent on Ireland for a great part of her ſtrength. Let 
us not flatcer ourſelves that we have a ſubſtantive commerce, in- 
dependent of the favour of Great Britain, "Thoſe countries only 
can boaſt of ſuch à trade, who can vend their manufaQtures on 
equal terms with their competitors. But the proſperity of eyen 
our ſtaple manufacture depends upon its being received in England, 
not on terms of equality, but on terms of preference. But | ſay, 
for this very reaſon, let us make a treaty ; let us never conſent” 
that the trade of Ireland ſhall be feparately conſidered, but let us 
briag forward at once the whole of our ſituation, Let the bene- 
fits we confer on Great Britain be conſidered at the ſame time when 
our trade ſhall be under conſideration. Our weakneſs is in our 
commerce; our ſtrenzth is in any dealing we may have with Great 
Britain, lics in the aſſi tance which we give her. Let us there- 
fore make uſe of our ſtrength to aſſiſt and prop our weakneſs. 
Let tie whole be taken together in one general and 'comprehenfive 
ſyſte n of trade and alliance, and from ſuch alone we may reap 
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thoſe commercial advantages which, without a treaty, could not 
reaſonably be expected. I am ſurprized to hear gentlemen declare 
they are againſt evety principle of the bill which has been intro- 
duced 3 that bill contains the principles of the eleven reſolutions 
to which they agreed, with ſome mixture, with ſome alloy per- 
haps, but yet it contains them. I am ſurprized to hear it ſaid, 
that none of the legiſlative powers of Parliament can be put into 
covenant, By the reſolutions we all agreed to, the legiſlative 
powers of Parliament, nay, their power over the national purſe, 
were put into covenant z if it be denied, I am ready to name the 
inſtances. | deny that the bill which lies on out table has been 
condemned by the people. The people were alarmed at the idea 
that our faith ſhould be pledged to adopt Engliſh ſtatutes - 
relative to navigation, before we even knew what thofe ſtatutes 
were to be. This, Sir, is what is deemed unconſtitutional. But 
however, ſuch a meaning might be extracted from one of the pro- 
poſitions, I cannot find it in the bill before us; I cannot diſco- 
ver in any part of that bill, that we are called upon to pledge the 
national faith for the adoption of a Britiſh law z all I underſtand by 
it is thisz you may uſe your free diſcretion as to any law propoſed 
to you, tal on the other hand if you do not enaQ ſimilar navigation 
laws, Great Britain expects alſo to be free from thisengagement. By 
the propoſitionsthe Britiſh Parliament put into covenant their power 
to make laws for the kingdom of Great Britain. They agreed to 
control their legiſlative power over the colonies and people of Great 
Britain, in eleven different ways, ſix of which relate to their moſt im- 
portant privileze—even to their power over the purſe of the Britiſh 
nation 7. am teady at this moment to name each particular in- 
ſtance; if the fact be doubted, or if I be called on. If this then 
cannot be denied, how can it be unconſtitutional for us to ſay, in 
any caſe, that the Britiſh Parliament ſhall make laws for the Bri- 
tin people. We cannot expect to be free to uſe our diſcretion, 
and that Britain ſhall not be equally free to uſe hers. We may 
free ourſelves from the covenant, but if we do, of courſe Great 
Britain muſt be liberated alſo, and the power of making laws for 
the Britiſh people will be no longer affected by any engagement 
of the Britiſh Parliament. I contend that the engagement 
is not the leſs permanent on account of the power of diſſolv- 
ing it in cettain caſes. | 


Sir Henxy HAATSTONOE recommended it to gentlemen to 
furniſh themſelves with copies of the bill, and ſubmit it to 
their neighbours upon their return home, ſo that at the com- 
mencement of the next ſeſſion they might come to Parliament with 
the decided opinion of the country upon this great ſubject. 


Mr. Joun WoLys ſaid he had not at firſt perceived the clauſe 
to be what his right * friend [Mr, Grattan] had ex- 
b ; 
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plained; and the right hon. gentleman's [Mr. Orde] own ſpeech had 
confirmed it to be, and convinced him that the late ruinous and ex- 
oded ſyſtem was to be again brought forward, as in that the Right 
Sectetary avowed his determination ſo to, ¶ Here a cry from 
the other fide of No ! no no!}—Mr. Wolfe faid that he contend- 
ed that, adminiſtration had expreſſed it to be in their contempla- 
tion to bring the ſyſtem forward, and in ſupport of his aſſertion, 
he would mention the matter reſpecting it, contained in the ad- 
dreſs of the Houſe of Lords, which every one knew to be the ad- 
dreſs of the miniſter, drawn by the miniſter's own pen; and ſup- 
ported by his friends in that aſſembly. [Here Mr. Wolfe was in- 
terrupted by the Attorney General, who informed him that it was 
contrary to ordet to mention the proceedings of the other Houle in 
that r Wolfe, who held a copy of the Lord's addreſs 
in his hand, laid that he intended to tell what he had to mention on 
the Lord's addreſs in no other manner than what he knew to be 
perfectly in order, His intention was to tead that part of the ad- 
dreſs of the other Houte, as a part of his ſpeech. He then ſtated 
from it theſe words, We hope that we may be enabled to follow 
the ſame ſyſtem. On the meaning and tendeney of theſe words 
he dwelt for ſome time, and declared that he would nevet con- 
ſent to any propoſal of bringing forward ſuch another fraudulent, 
deceitful and ruinous ſcheme — A ſcheme from whoſe deſtructive 
effects this kingdom had ſo happily eſcaped. He would not con- 
ſent to an addreſs that demanded any ſecond experiment of this 
kind, and was. diQtated by ſuch a minifter—He could have no 
great opinion of any ſyſtem conſtructed by him, becauſe he was 
equally deficient in talents and integrity z becauſe he had already 
been the author of the moſt fallacious, deſtructive apd abominable 
ſyſtems that ever diſgraced an adminiſtration 3 had alarmed the 
entire nation, and been ſcouted out of that Houſe with every mark 
of -well-merited execration, by much the greater portion. of the 
eſentation—the. talents and property of the Commons of Ire» 
land. He could not give his conſent to the revival of a ſyſtem 
which one hundred and ten of the moſt reſpeQable members of 
that Houſe had ſtamped with, their dilaporobation. 

He ſaid the right honourable gentleman. ¶ Mr. Orde] had proved 
himſelf fully as unft to gavera this country, as his precious 
friends did the other—He had ſhewn himſelf as unworthy the con- 

25 of Iriſbmen, as they demonſtrated themſelves to be of 
at of Britons—He had in all his actions manifeſted the fame lit- 


tle ſpirit of circumvention, of chicane, of low cunning, and 
trick with his maſter, and had in the defeſtation of this country, 
reaped the ſame, rewards of deceit, unſteadineſs, and inconſiſt- 
ency, which had attended the fimilar qualities of the Engliſh 


miniſters, in the abhotrence of the fiſter kingdom In ſuch he 
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could have no confidence—The Houſe could have no confi- 
dence— The nation could have no confidence From their former 
iniquitous trick, the Houſe mould form a judgment of what was 
to be expected from them, which he believed woul | not furniſh it 
with any ſtrong reaſons for wiſhing for another ſpecimen from 
ſuch hands. He therefore hoped, that every county in the king- 
dom would, before the re- introduction of this bane, meet, con- 
ſult, and expreſs their moſt ſtrenyous diſlike and abhorrence of 
this ſcheme of deceit, to filch from them their liberties and com- 
merce. As for the county which he had the honour to repreſent, 
it had alrcady declared its unanimous diſapprobation of this ſyſ- 
tem, and he wiſhed them to do ſo again br certainly, no pe- 
riod ever required ſuch a watchful attention to their moſt import- 
ant intereſts from the Iriſh nation. 


Right Hon. Jawts Cuyre.—lTt would he very improper in this 
Houſe to ſay, that we never will enter into any commercial ſyſ- 
tem, how wiſe ſoever it may be, becauſe one ſyſtem has met with 
the Ne of certain people. The manner in which 
England has treated us does not demand ſuch a return; and I think 
we are at liberty to take up any ſyſtem we may think proper. If 
any ſyſtem that I approve ſhall be taken up, I ſhall hold myfelf as 
free as air to receive it; but if one that I cannot approve ſhould 
be brought forward, much as I revere the Duke of Rutland, I 
would go to him, reſign into his hands my ſituation, and ſay, this 
affeQs the liberty and the honour of the nation, and I feel that I 
have too much liberty and too much honour to aſſent to it, 


Right Hon, HexcuLes LancronD RowLey.—Thiss merely 
a queſtion whether we ſhall addreſs the Lord Lieutenant or not; not 
whether any particular ſyſtem be good or bad. As to the adjourn- 
ment of the commercial bill, I am of opinion it was done with great 
candour, and wich great honeſty, But we are now anticipating 
a ſubjeQ, which, for aught we know, may never come before us 
again, At pte ſent it is certainly laid aſide, and | think we ought 
rather to thank government for their honeſty and good intentions, 
than impede an addreſs of compliment fo juſtly due. 


Mr. Hayes declared his 9 of the addreſs, but of no 
part of it more than that which relates to the commercial ſyſtem, 
He faid he was rouzed indeed, when a gentleman declared he 
could not truſt the preſent miniſtry ; for ſurely if ever candour, 
honeſty, good ſenſe and zeal for the public welfare, were to be 
found in miniſters, it was in them. 


On putting the queſtion, there appeared 


Ayes for the addreſs — 130 
| Noes — p — _ 13 


Majority —&— 117 


3% PARLIAMENTARY 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1785, 


The SrraKER reported that he had communicated to the 
Right Honourable Edmond Sexten Pery, late Speaker, the thanks 
of the Houſe, purſuant to the reſolution of Monday the 5th of 
September inſtant, and that in anſwer thereto he received the fol- 
lowing letter : 


make will be to offer up to heaven my conſtant and fervent prayers, 
itution 


teem and regard, : 
ON Pe Dear Sir, 

| | Your moſt obliged, 
74 1th Sept. 1785. And moſt obedient ſervant, 


EDM. SEX, PERY,” 

% To the Right Honourable the Spea- Ws 
her of the Houſe of Commons 0 
Ireland. 


- The Syeaxen ſaid that the hour was eome for waiting upon 
hrs * the Lord Lieutenant. The Houſe adjourned fbr Pale 
an hour. 


The Houſe being reſumed, the Speaker reported that the Houſe 
had attended his Grace the Lord Lieutenant with the addreſs to 
his Grace, and that thereupon bis Grace was pleaſed to return the 


anſwer following 2 


I chank you ſincerely for this very honourable and flattering 
teſtimony of your approbation. I prize too highly the confidence 
of the Houſe of Commons not to uſe my anxious and ſtrenuous 
endeavours to preſerve it, by a conſtant attention to the true in- 
tereſts of Ireland—They are inſeparably interwoven with thoſe of 
Great Britain ; and whatever ſyſtem ſhall tend to promote the 
mutual advantage of the two countries, and to connect them by 
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cloſer ties of harmony and affectior, cannot fail of having my 
utmoſt aſſiſtance.” 


Mr. SecxETartY Or pe informed the Houſe, that his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant had been attended with the addreſs of the 
Houſe to his Majeſty, in favour of the Right Honourable Edmund 
Sexten Pery, late Speaker, and that thereupon his Grace was 
pleaſed to return the anſwer following: 


el ſhall, with great pleaſure, immediately tranſmit this ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty.” | 


Mr. SecxtTarY OR pe alſo informed the Houſe, that his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant having been wait:d upon with au ad- 
dreſs in favour of the Reverend William Foſter, Chaplaia to the 
Houle, was pleaſed to return the aniwer following t 


That his Grace will be happy to find hun ſelf enabled to 
take the earlieſt opportunity of complying with the wiſhes of the 
Houle.” | | 


Mr. SecxtTary OD alſo informed the Houſe, that the ad- 
dreſs of the Houſe, that his Grace would be pleaſed to give di- 
reQtions to his Majeſty's Attorney-General to proſecute the ſeve- 
ral ſheriffs officers in the faid addrefs named, had been preſented 
to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, to which his Grace was pleaſed 
to return'the anſwer following: | 


That he had given directions accordingly.” 


The following meſſage was received from his Grace the Lex 
Lieutenant by the Gentieman-Ulher of the Black Rod: 


4% Mr. Speaker, 
It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houte of Peers.“ 


| The Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of Peers, where the royal aſ- 
ſent was given to the following bills: 


TT ULB LF CH T7 bf 


1. An act for the better carrying into execution the ſeveral laws 
for providing a maintenance for parilh clerks, and for other pur- 


poles, 
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2. An act for directing the application of 2500). granted to the 
Dublin ſociety, for the encouragement of manufaftures, arts and 
ſciences. 

3. An act to carry into further effect an act paſſed in the laſt 
ſeluon of Parliament in this kingdom, entitled an act for the due 
accounting for all money granted for public works, charities and 
hoſpitals therein mentioned, and for the ordering a regular ac- 
count in future of all monies entruſted to the corporation for car- 
rying on the inland navigation, the truſtees of the linen manu- 
facture, the Dublin ſociety, the corporation for paving the ſtreets 
of Dublin, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned, 

4. An act to explain and amend an act paſſed in the twenty. 
third and twenty- fourth years of his preient Majeſty, entitled in 
act for aſcertaining the qualifcations of ſuch perſons as ſhall take 
out commiſſions of the peace for counties at large. | 

5. AnaQ to explain and amend ſeveral laws now in force for 
the encouragement of agriculture. 
6. An A to prevent the exportation of hay from this kingdom 
for a limited time. | | 

7. An act for repealing an act made in the firſt year of the reign 
of his late Majeſty king George the ſecond, entitled an 288 fer 
regulating the meaſutes made uſe of in buying and ſelling of 
corn, and for promoting huſbandry in this kingdom. t 
8. An act to amend an act, entitled an act for cleanſing the 
ports, harbours and rivers of the city of Cork, and of the towns 
of Galway, Sligo, Drogheda and Belfaſt, and for erecting a bal- 
laſt- office in the ſaid city and each of the ſaid tow uns. 


eee 

1. An aQ for veſting certain lands and premiſes therein menti- 
oned, the eſtate of the Right Honourable John, Earl of Glan- 
dore, in truſtees, for raiſing a ſum, not ,exceeding 65 0l. by de- 
miſe; ſale or mortgage of a competent part thee? or the pur- 
poſes in the ſaid act mentioned, and to enable the ſaid Earl of 
Glandore to make building leaſes of part thereof. 

2. An act to enable Jonathan Morton Pleydell, of Teignmouth, 
in the county of Devon, in the kingdom of Great Britain, Eſq; 
during his lite, and after his deceaſe to empower Jonathan Morton 
Pleydell, his ſon, and the daughters of the ſaid Jonathan Morton 
Pleydell the elder, when they ſhall reſpectively be in poſſeſſion 
of his the ſaid Jonathan Morton Pleydell the elder's eſtate 1n the 
counties of Cavan and Meath, in the kingdom of Ireland, to 
make leaſes of faid lands, and for other purpoſes therein men- 
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And then his Grace was pleaſed to make a ſpeech to both Hou- 
ſes of Parliament, which is as follows: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


e Although the very advanced ſeaſon of the year renders 
it expedient to conclude the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, I flat- 
ter myſelf. that the great object of adjuſting a commercial inter- 
courſe with Great Britain. has not in-vain engaged your attention, 
and protracted your deliberations. You have repeatedly expreſ- 
ſed your wiſhes for the attainment of an equitable ſettlement, and 
I have the ſatisfaction to obſerve that you continue to be impreſſed 
with a true ſenſe of its neceſſity and importance. Yoy will have 
now the fulleſt leiſure to purſue your conſideration of the ſubje& 
in private, with that diſpaſſionate aſſiduity which it ſo eminently 
deſerves.” | $ | „„ 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


& Jam to thank you, in his Majeſty's name, for the liberal 
proviſion you have made for the public ſervice, and the honour- 
able ſupport of his Majeſty's government. In your generous 
contribution of ſupplies you have not leſs conſulted the dignity 
of his crown than the real intereſts of his people. The neceſſity 
of preventing the accumulation of debt cannot be too ſtrongty 
enforced, and it ſhall be my earneſt and conſtant endeavour to 
render your wiſe exertions for this ſalutary purpoſe effeQtual and 
permanent, Rs ok N ö 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


& feel the trueſt ſatisfaQion in obſerving the various beneficial 
laws which have paſſed during this ſeſſion, and the wholeſome et- 
ſects of your wiſdom in the returning tranquillity and induſtry, 
and in the riſing proſperity of the kingdom. The conduct of 
Parliament has had its juſt influence, their deliberate ſpirit and 
approved attention at all times to the public welfare has inſpired 
the people with full confidence in the legiſlature, and will teach 
them to conſider their true intereſts with calmneſs and diſcre- 
_—_ 7-5: | 

The nobleſt object to which I can diret my attention, and 
which will ever conſtitute the happineſs and pride of my life, is 
the eſtabliſhment of the proſperity of Ireland, by extending and 
ſecuring her commerce, and by cementing and perpetuating her 
connection with Great Britain. And I truſt you will continuall 
cheriſh this ſentiment in the national mind, that the ſtability and 
ſtrength of the empire can alone be ultimately inſured by uniting 
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the intereſls and objects of both kingdoms in a general and equi. 
table ſyſtem of reciprocal and common advantage.“ 


And then the Lord Chancellor declared, that it was his 

. Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this Parliament 

be prorogued to Tueſday the 22d Day of November next ; 

And the Parliament was accordingly prorogued to Tueſday 
the azad Day of November next. 
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